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Marianne Wilkinson
spent a half-century in
public life building bridges.
Now, a pedestrian bridge
in Kanata is being proposed to bear her name.
At the most recent Ottawa
City Council meeting,
Mayor Jim Watson and
Kanata North Coun. Jenna
Sudds tabled a notice of
motion to name the pedestrian bridge at the Kanata
Town Centre over Highway
417 after the first Kanata
mayor and long-time
Ottawa city councillor.
Wilkinson was the driving force behind the construction of the pedestrian
bridge. The structure links
Kanata North and Kanata
South.
“Marianne is a bridge
builder, she’s an inspiration to so
people
2021-03-18
9:50many
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and very much a pioneer

when it comes to all things
Kanata,” said Mayor
Watson. “She’s still heavily
involved in her community and we know the impact she has had not only
in Kanata, but also from a
city perspective.”
Sudds, Wilkinson’s successor around the council
table, said she has been
wanting to find a way to
honour the former municipal politician for her years
of service.
“It’s a way of showing
her how we appreciate all
the work she has done for
many years,” added Coun.
Sudds. “This bridge served
as a link to us and Kanata
South, so it’s fitting that we
pay respect to her this way
as a reminder of her work,
and how it spread to all of
Kanata.”
PLEASE SEE BRIDGE, PAGE 19

editorial@ottawavoice.ca
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Karate Kids

Watson and Sudds propose
to name bridge after first
mayor of Kanata
BY ANIL JHALLI

Organizers are hoping to
celebrate in the fall, page 2.

613-45-VOICE
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Charlie Gagnon, left, and his older sister, Alex, are working towards their black belts in
Karate and spearheaded a fundraising campaign. For their efforts, they received some special
recognition from the Katimavik-Hazeldean Community Association. For more on this story,
please see page 10.
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Canada Day organizers hope
for smaller, fall celebration
BY ANIL JHALLI

Find
Your
Perfect
Space

Your suite is only a portion of what you receive in a Lépine
apartment. You get the next generation of premium apartments.
Visit our website or give us a call to find YOUR space today, and
see what sets Lépine apart.

www.lepineapartments.com
1-888-4-LEPINE

For the second straight
year, Canada Day in
Kanata activities are put
on hold due to concerns
surrounding the COVID19 pandemic.
A condensed version could happen in
September or October of
this year according to the
director of the Canada Day
in Kanata Association,
Colin Laycock.
“We had a really bad third
wave, and it just seemed
more likely that it wasn’t
going to happen this year,”
said Laycock regarding
regular Canada Day plans.
“We are in unprecedented
times and it is disappointing to do, but really we had
no choice.”
Laycock, a former

executive director of the
Canada Day in Kanata
Association, now serves as
a consultant to organizers
of the yearly celebrations at
Walter Baker Park.
“We do have some money
to do something small in
the fall,” added Laycock.
“With that, it really can’t
happen unless there is direction from the medical
professionals and our political leaders . . . what kind
of numbers can we have
and things like that.”
The events and entertainment industries have
taken a hit over the past
year as many have suffered through numerous
shutdowns as Ontario was
hit hard by COVID-19.
The Canada Day in Kanata
at Walter Baker Park event
has become a destination

not just for residents in
Kanata, but across Ottawa,
attracting over 30,000 people each year. Festivities include performances and
the ever popular midway
attraction.
But the event has seen its
share of obstacles. Over
the past few years, programming had to be scaled
back because of dwindling
sponsorships.
“ The goal is if we can’t
have something in the fall,
to have something next
summer and bring this
event back to what it can
be,” added Lacycock. “We
know how hard COVID has
hit many businesses and
we know finding support is
going to be even more difficult but we are committed
to bringing this back.”
anil@ottawavoice.ca

Please welcome Dr. Alex
to our dental family!
The son of a local retired dentist and hygienist,
born and raised in Carp, Dr. Alex is a great
addition to our team as he shares our values
and passion for dentistry. He, as well as the rest
of the team at Red Barn Dental, are accepting
new patients, call 613-831-7750.

Dr. Cathy Deschenes

Dr. Michael Poitras

Red Barn Dental
6255 Hazeldean Rd.
Stittsville, ON

613-831-7750
Dr. Erin Cessford

Dr. Alex Derham
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University and investment firm team up for new program
BY ANIL JHALLI

Wesley
Clover
International and the
University of Ottawa (uOttawa) are collaborating
to build the next generation of Canadian technology entrepreneurs and
companies.
Through Alacrity Ottawa,
a new technology business program, the investment management firm
and post secondary school
are teaching, training and
supporting engineering graduates with mentorship and investment
opportunities meant to
encourage a new stream
of Canadian tech startup
companies.
Alacrity Ottawa is supported by Wesley Clover’s
L-SPARK technology accelerator in Kanata North,
as well as uOttawa’s

Faculty of Engineering’s
new Masters Degree
in Entrepreneurial
Engineering Design
(MEED)program.
The two-year MEED
program launches in
September of 2021 at the
uOttawa’s main campus
in the capital’s downtown
sector.
The uOttawa introduced
its Kanata North campus, located on Legget
Drive in the Kanata North
Technology Park, in April
of 2019.
“It’s just a natural and
synergistic partnership
with Wesley Clover,” said
Veronica Farmer, director
of partnerships and commercialization with the
uOttawa Kanata North
campus. “We have a desire
to support young people
through entrepreneurship and it was natural to

combine what the vision
we had with Wesley Clover
and to look at a program
that can benefit students
who want to be challenged
and we are pleased to provide this type of support.”
Wesley Clover founded
Alacrity in 2009 and has
since expanded around
the world. Now known
as Alacrity Global, the
program educates entrepreneurs, finds new
technology startups
and establishes funding to support these new
businesses.
Alacrity Ottawa will develop solutions that target
5G networking, cybersecurity, artificial intelligence, transportation and
healthcare innovation.
The program will initially focus on healthcare
by addressing challenges
and opportunities in the

Relax and enjoy the
summer with us!
Considering Retirement Living but would
like to try it out before moving in? Join us
this summer for a summer staycation.

digital MedTech space,
and will be expanded into
other areas over time.
Students will have opportunities to intern at
Kanata North based tech
companies and spend
time learning inside the
university’s Kanata North
campus.
Sir Terence Matthews,

c h a i r m a n o f We s l e y
Clover International, is
thrilled with this latest
partnership.
“As technologies of all
sorts advance at unprecedented rates, the commitment of the University
of Ottawa to play an evermore relevant role, combined with the experience

AdamMillerKelly

Mary Miller

Jennifer Gaspar

of the Alacrity technology
and business teams, make
this a timely initiative that
is sure to bring benefit to
the city, the Canadian
technology landscape,
and the aspiring young entrepreneurs who choose
to go down this promising
career path,” he said.
anil@ottawavoice.ca

Professional Corporation

Lawyers

Robert Pacan

Providing legal
services to
Kanata-Stittsville
and surrounding
areas for more
than 30 years.

Real Estate | Mortgages | Wills & Estates
Gateway Business Park | 300 March Rd., Suite 601, Kanata, ON K2K 2E2
Phone: 613-592-6290 | amk-law.ca

$99*

/day

Summer
Short Stay

• Fully-furnished private suites
• Chef prepared meals and snacks
• A variety of daily activities and group outings
to keep resident safe, happy and connected
* Summer Short Stay $99/day rate effective May 25th 2021 to Aug 31st, 2021.
Minimum stay 7 days, maximum 6 weeks. Rates subject to change at any time.

613.595.1116 | BridlewoodRetirement.com

613.903.6136 | TimberwalkRetirement.com
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Club broadens charity raffle
Service changes June 20
Plan your trip at octranspo.com
We’re making adjustments to bus routes to better support the
travel needs of customers during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Check octranspo.com and the OC Transpo Travel Planner
to learn how your trip will change.
Improved service to hospitals, shopping districts and growing
employment and residential areas

New Route 110 will increase connectivity between Kanata and
Barrhaven. Service will run every 30 minutes during weekdays
between Innovation and Fallowfield Stations via the CitiGate area
Some peak-period routes suspended due to low ridership.
Alternative routes available
Some routes adjusted where parallel service is available
Frequency adjustments on most routes to match current ridership
and seasonal levels, while allowing for ridership to grow
INFO 613-741-4390 octranspo.com

BY ANIL JHALLI

The Rotary Club of Kanata
is expanding its golf lottery
across the province.
Since launching the annual fundraiser in 2017, the
volunteer organization has
raised over $20,000 each
year for the Capital City
Condors.
The yearly initiative offers
the chance for individuals
to win an all-expenses paid
trip to one of the major golf
tournaments across the
globe.
A COVID impacted 2020
brought some challenges, as club members were
unable to have the faceto-face interaction or attend events where the golf
raffle would be heavily
promoted.
“We were still able to sell
out last year, which was
great, and people are always excited when the
raffle comes up,” said

Dwight Brown, a Rotary
Club of Kanata member
who helps organize the golf
raffle each year. “We didn’t
know how things would
go, and it was a tough go,
but we were able to raise
money for a cause that’s
important for us.”
By promoting the raffle
outside of Canada’s capital, the volunteer group
increases the number of
tickets from 500 to 1,500
and brings in more money
for the Condors and other
causes the service club
supports.
The winner of this year’s
lottery, which will be announced on September
8, claims an all-expenses paid trip for two to
Scotland during the
week of the 150th Open
Championship at St.
Andrews in 2022.
The grand prize includes
a golfing package, airfare,
meals, accommodation,

anil@ottawavoice.ca


 



    

ground transportation,
and a cash allowance.
“It’s a win-win for everyone,” said John Beard,
also an organizer of the
golf raffle. “We continue
to raise money for the
Condors, and some lucky
people get to travel and
see a very prestigious golf
tournament.”
While the Condors remain the primary recipient of money raised from
ticket sales, a portion of the
proceeds also goes to the
Kanata Food Cupboard,
the Ottawa Community
Foundation, the Ottawa
Rotary Home Foundation,
the Kanata branch of the
Royal Canadian Legion’s
annual Poppy Fund, the
Hospital for Sick Children
Foundation and the
Chrysalis House.
For more information,
visit golfgetawaylottery.
com.
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News

Speaker
series
coming soon
BY ANIL JHALLI

T h e Ka n a t a L a k e s
Community Association
(KLCA) is hosting a summer speaker series set to
debut later this month.
The talks kick off on
June 24 with Br uce
Calder, who will provide some insight on
how Canada is coping with the COVID-19
pandemic.
C a l d e r, w h o l i v e s
in Kanata Lakes, has
worked for the past two
decades with companies in the private industry on hazardous
chemicals, biocides,
vaccine ingredients and
human exposure.
“We want to do something for our residents,”
said Corina Marinescu,
president of the KLCA.
“ We can’t hold any
events right now, but
we still want to keep the
community together
and hopefully, bring
them some people and
topics that are of interest to them.”
After Calder’s session,
Dr. Barry Bruce of Deep
Roots Food Hub will be
the KLCA’s July guest.
His webinar takes place
on July 21.
The third and final
guest of the community association’s summer speaker series take
place on August 18 with
Rob Mahoney, a radon
expert.
All sessions will be virtual and begin at 7:00
p.m. and a questionand-answer session follows each presentation.
For more information,
including registration,
please visit klca.ca.
There is no charge for
the KLCA speaker series.
anil@ottawavoice.ca
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Notice of Online Public Information Centre 2
Ministry of Transportation, Ontario
Site Selection, Preliminary Design, and Class Environmental Assessment Study
Highway Maintenance Patrol Yard, City of Ottawa (Project Reference: GWP 4018-18-00)
The Ministry of Transportation, Ontario (MTO) retained Dillon
Consulting Limited (Dillon) to complete a Site Selection,
Preliminary Design, and Class Environmental Assessment (EA)
Study for a Highway Maintenance Patrol Yard in the City of Ottawa.
The purpose of the study is to evaluate options to improve or
relocate the existing Kanata Maintenance Patrol Yard, which
services Highways 7, 416, and 417 through the City of Ottawa.
At Public Information Centre (PIC) 1, the study area and 5 shortlisted locations were presented, along with the evaluation criteria
proposed to identify the Technically Preferred Alternative (TPA)
location. Following that PIC, two locations were removed from
further evaluation; the remaining three locations were evaluated

PUBLIC INFORMATION CENTRE 2
PIC 2 will be held on the Project Website to present the evaluation
process completed to identify the TPA and receive feedback from
the public. To access the PIC 2 materials, navigate to the Public
Involvement tab and click Online PIC 2. Materials will be available
from June 17th to July 5th, 2021.
THE PROCESS
The study is being completed in accordance with the Class
Environmental Assessment for Provincial Transportation Facilities
(2000) as a Group ‘B’ project. A Transportation Environmental
Study Report (TESR) will be prepared for a 30-day public review
towards the end of the study. The TESR will describe the site
selection process, evaluation and selection of the TPA, the
Preliminary Design of the TPA, and recommended environmental
mitigation measures.
COMMENTS
We are interested in receiving any comments or concerns you
may have with the study. For further information or to be added
to the project mailing list, please contact either of the project
team members listed below. Your comments are requested by
July 5th, 2021.

and are shown on the figure below. More information
about the project is available on the Project Website at
www.OttawaPatrolYard.ca.
Based on the evaluation of the three short-listed locations
against engineering and environmental criteria, the study is
recommending the TPA is Location 1 (the existing Kanata
Maintenance Patrol Yard location). Acquisition of adjacent property
is anticipated to be required for the existing location to remain
feasible in the long-term. Options for providing direct access
between the facility and Highway 417 will be evaluated as part
of this study and may trigger additional property requirements.

Michael Plant, P.Eng., Project Manager
Dillon Consulting Limited
177 Colonnade Road, Suite 101
Ottawa, ON K2E 7J4
tel: 519-670-4686
e-mail: OttawaPatrolYard@dillon.ca
Obinna Obiefule, P.Eng., Project Manager
Ministry of Transportation, Ontario
1355 John Counter Boulevard
Kingston, ON K7L 5A3
tel: 613-449-8548
e-mail: Obinna.Obiefule@ontario.ca
Comments and information collected during the study will
be used in accordance with the Freedom of Information and
Protection of Privacy Act and Access to Information Act. With
the exception of personal information, all comments will become
part of the public record.
Pour des renseignements en français veuillez communiquer
avec Sydney Tasfi au 1 877 934-5566, poste 1005.
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EDITORIAL

Be patient. Be respectful. Be kind.
This is where the rubber
hits the road.
With the first phase of its
re-opening finally here,
the province is providing
a spark to the economy
allowing patios to open
and non-essential businesses to open their doors
a notch.
Some cultural and recreational amenities are welcoming visitors again too.
To feed your soul, places
of worship can see their
congregations again.
Limited outdoor gatherings are allowed as well.
Included in this list is outdoor pools and wading
pools, zoos, and historical
landmarks and sites.
You can hear the parents
cheering the opening of
day camps and overnight
camping.
The message there is outdoors better than indoors.
There are limits, of
course, but who is counting judging by the long
lineups already.

OP-ED: Moving beyond London
If you answered no, you’re fortunate. There are many women,
children and men in our community right now that are fearful of
taking walks with their families.
A lovely, innocent family in
London, Ontario went out for an
evening stroll like so many of us
are doing during the pandemic.
BY IMAM SIKANDER HASHMI
The mother,father, grandmother and teenage daughter
Have you been out for walks never made it home. Their nowwith your loved one during the orphaned son recovers alone in
pandemic?
hospital.
Have you crossed
Yourany streets? They were educated, hardDid you think twice because you working, charitable, kind
feared that someone will run you Canadians –precisely how this
over simply due to your religion, country wants its immigrants to
Your Community Newspaper
skin colour or your dress?
be. They were killed by a terrorist,

driving a truck,
driven by hate,
as confirmed by

authorities.
The outpouring of support for
Canadian Muslims in London,
Ottawa and across the country is heartwarming and greatly
appreciated.
When the dark clouds of hate
gather, every letter, every flower,
every card,every word of support,
and every person who stands,
shines and helps restore hope.
The important question though
is: What next? This is the third instance of hate-motivated killings
of Canadian Muslims since 2017.
Not just attacks, but killings proven to be motivated by hate.
Hateful murders, even in peaceful places of worship - in Canada,
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1 WOLFF CRES., ARNPRIOR, ONT, K7S 0B9; 613-458-6423

© Entire content of this newspaper
is Copyrighted June 17, 2021

It’s a signal that not only
is the economy chugging
back to life, a shy public is
moving closer to opening
up and showing signs of
recovery.
On that note, the advice
from our top doc is to continue with the tired but
still very necessary message to wear a mask, wash
your hands and keep your
distance.
What this means is that
even though commerce
is re-opening, customers
must still practise caution.
Masks are likely with us
for the foreseeable future
as are other precautions
around gathering limits
and distancing.
But on the bright side
(fingers crossed), Dr. Vera
Etches says looking at the
latest modelling we have
probably seen our last
lockdown.
A sure sign that vaccinations are working.
What awaits you is a battered and bruised retail

in the 21st century. Yes, it’s shocking but sadly true. There have
been many more physical and
verbal attacks.
Islamophobia has to be taken
seriously, not just by governments, law enforcement and
intelligence agencies, but by all
Canadians.
Indeed,this goes for all forms
of hate including racism against
Indigenous peoples, anti-Semitism, anti-Black racism, antiAsian hate and others.
Hate is a problem of hearts
and minds. Government policies, laws and enforcement by
authorities is critical but they’re
not cures.
The cure for hate lies in building compassion, empathy, respect, and the ability to cope

and hospitality sector.
Worse, some outlets like
those in indoor malls
(Bayshore for example),
salons and gyms are still
locked up or dare we say,
boarded up.
There is still a lot of pain
and suffering among small
business owners who have
had to ride out each wave
of the pandemic hoping
for calmer waters on the
other side of the crest.
Those promises to shop
local can’t be empty words.
Get out and support your
local businesses. They
are the backbone of this
community.
They deserve our support now more than ever.
We all know they will pay
it forward in spades when
they are back on firm
ground
And remember, as advocates remind us, business
owners and their staff are
doing their best to adapt.
Be patient. Be respectful.
Be kind.

with disagreement and anger
positively and constructively.
I start with myself and appeal
to each of you: Please challenge
bigotry,discrimination, racism or
anything that causes feelings of
hate,whenever you come across
it.
Talk about it with your children, relatives and friends. Help
them cope with it positively. It’s
not okay to ignore it. If left unchecked, hate can kill. It already
has and it could strike someone
you know or care about next time
they’re doing something as ordinary as crossing the street.
Imam Sikander Hashmi is
Imam of the Kanata Muslim
Association. He can be reached
at imam@kanatamuslims.ca
and @kanataimam on Twitter.
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June has brought us some good news in our ﬁght against
COVID-19. We have seen new case numbers drop, the
province has moved into Step 1 of the Roadmap to Reopen,
and many older adults in our community are receiving their
second dose. If you’re struggling with booking your vaccine,
or you need transportation to an appointment, please visit
www.vaxaide.ca for support.
On June 2nd, I hosted a Virtual Seniors’ Summit, which
focused on services, the Older Adult Plan and projects
in our community that serve our older population. If you
have ideas how to make our community more older-adult
friendly, please reach out. I’d love to hear your suggestions.
Mosquito treatment is underway as is the treatment of
wild parsnip in Kanata North. You can ﬁnd weekly mosquito
program updates on my website as well as information
concerning the treatment of wild parsnip, how to spot it,
how to report it, and where it’s growing.
In an effort to address speeding and safety concerns, city
staff are proposing two options for permanent trafﬁc calming
measures on Halton Terrace in front of Jack Donohue Public
School. You are able to provide feedback on the options
online on the city website, or please feel free to reach out
directly for more details.
I’m very pleased to share the city’s plans to acquire
35 kilometers of a former railway corridor, which runs
through Kanata North behind Briarbrook and Brookside to
the Morris Island Conversation area. The corridor will be
available for recreational purposes once acquired later this
year.
As the school year comes to an end, I’d like to thank all
the teachers and parents who have helped navigate such a
different and sometimes difﬁcult school year for our children.
I wish you all a happy and healthy summer.
Lastly, to all the graduating students this June, while we
aren’t able to gather as we normally would, you should be
proud of your accomplishments. My sincere congratulations!

Upcoming Dates:
•
•
•
•

June 15, 7pm: Virtual 1131 & 1151 Teron Road
Resubmitted Site Plan Application Meeting
June 17, 10am: Ontario Court of Appeal Hearing with
ClubLink
June 21, 7pm: Kanata Town Centre Parcels 2 & 3
Development Virtual Consultation Meeting
June 22, 7pm: Virtual Kanata North Community
Meeting incl. 1050 Klondike Rd Proposed
Development Application



Merrilee
Fullerton
Member of Provincial Parliament
Kanata-Carleton

SUMMER AND OUR LOCAL BUSINESS COMMUNITY

Ontarians are in the midst of reopening the province this
summer with a three-step plan that focuses on a safe and
cautious approach to gradually lift public health measures.
We have taken the first step of the plan that allows for
limited retail at 15 percent capacity, outdoor dining, and
the resumption of outdoor activities up to 10 people. Day
camps, campsites and campgrounds, and overnight camping
at Ontario Parks are all opened.
The province will remain at each step for at least 21 days
to evaluate any impacts on key public health indicators. To
review the details of the plan, visit: https://www.ontario.ca/
page/reopening-ontario
Assuming all goes well, step two of the plan will be taken in
early July. This step will allow for expanded outdoor activities
and the resumption of limited indoor services. In July, we can
expect to have outdoor sports and league play and social
events with gatherings of up to 25 people. This step includes
the opening of personal care services like beauty salons and
barbers.
Step three of the plan, which may be taken in late July, will
result in further retail openings and social activities. It includes
the opening of indoor recreational fitness and sports venues,
museums, art galleries and libraries.

ONTARIO’S “TWODOSE SUMMER”

In implementing this plan, our summer of 2021 should be
both fun and social. This is possible with the greater numbers
of people getting their vaccine shots – their second shot.
The Premier has promised a “two-dose summer” and
Ontario’s vaccination program has the capacity for all
Ontarians to get their scheduled two doses. The caveat is that
the federal government maintains its schedule of promised
vaccine shipments to the Province.

BUY LOCAL AND SUPPORT OUR BUSINESS COMMUNITY

Over the last few weeks I have held Kanata-Carleton
constituency meetings with business leaders at the Kanata
Central BIA, Kanata North BA, Carp Road BIA, and the Carp
BIA. I have also consulted with the Ottawa Board of Trade. I
can report that, collectively, local business associations are
prepared to assist in ensuring the upcoming reopening and
recovery efforts are a success.
For residents of Kanata and West Carleton I ask that through
the summer months please think first to shop from local retailers
and services. If you are now ordering online, please consider
making those online purchases from local businesses.
Stay up to date with the provincial news that impacts our
community on my website’s news section. Please do not
hesitate to connect with me and my Community Office staff if
there is something we can do for you and your family.
240 Michael Cowpland Dr. Suite 100 Kanata, ON K2M 1P6
613-599-3000 • merrilee.fullerton@pc.ola.org
www.merrileefullerton.ca
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Karen McCrimmon
Serving Constituents of
Kanata-Carleton
Member of Parliament
Kanata-Carleton

STANDING TOGETHER

We learned of a horrific and heartbreaking act of terrorism in London, Ontario on June
6th. On June 8th, I was proud to stand with members of the local Muslim community,
and with people from across Ottawa, as we honoured and remembered the victims
of this horrific act. We must always challenge hate and intolerance and stand up
to Islamophopia and bigotry in all its forms. We can only overcome the darkness by
standing together shoulder to shoulder; committed to a life, a country and a world
free of violence and hate.

KAMLOOPS, BRITISH COLUMBIA

The devastating discovery of the remains of 215 children on the grounds of the former
Kamloops Indian Residential School, is a reminder of a dark and painful chapter in our
country’s history. I believe in the existence of inter-generational trauma. We must
remain steadfastly committed to supporting Survivors, their families and communities
through their healing journeys which will be long and painful. We must learn from
our mistakes and work together to build a better Canada for everyone.

COVID 19 VACCINATIONS

Pfizer has confirmed that Canada will continue to receive over 2 million doses every
week through end of August! In June alone Canada will receive 19 million doses.
We have what we need to get this done. After a thorough, independent review,
the National Advisory Committee on Immunization has found mRNA vaccines (Pfizer
& Moderna) to be safe for use as a second dose for those that received their first
shot with the AstraZeneca vaccine. In fact, some research is suggesting that the
combination of AstraZeneca followed by an mRNA vaccine like Pfizer or Moderna could
provide a superior immune response. More research is needed but the preliminary
reviews are extremely positive.
Get vaccinated when it’s your turn to save lives and stop the spread!

PRIDE

June marks the start of Pride Season, a time to celebrate the resiliency and spirit of
LGBTQ2 individuals and communities in Canada and across the world. Although Pride
celebrations will look different this year due to the ongoing pandemic, Pride Season
remains an important time as a celebration of strength and solidarity, and a call to
action for the work that remains to advance LGBTQ2 rights around the world.

IT’S OKAY TO NOT BE OK

Canadians can access the confidential and free Wellness Together Canada online tool
for support. For immediate help, text WELLNESS to 741741 or visit wellnesstogether.ca

PROUD TO SERVE YOU

It is such an honour and privilege to continue to serve as your Member of Parliament
and I look forward to meeting and working with you all. Please feel free to contact our
by email at Karen.McCrimmon@parl.gc.ca. Please follow me on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/karenmccrimmon.ca/

Contact me at 613-592-3469
Email: Karen.McCrimmon@parl.gc.ca
Follow me on Twitter: @karenmccrimmon
Website: KarenMcCrimmonMP.ca
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City proposing traffic calming measures near Jack Donohue Public School
The City of Ottawa is
asking residents for feedback regarding designs
for new traffic calming measures planned
for Halton Terrace in
Morgan’s Grant.
The City has launched
a survey, available until
June 21, allowing residents to identify traffic concerns near Jack
Donohue Public School.

City officials are also asking for ideas to promote
safety along this stretch of
road not just for students,
but for cyclists and motorists as well.
This project is part of the
Traffic Calming in School
Areas initiative, created
by the approved Ottawa
City Council Road Safety
Action Plan.
“Even before I took office, I was aware of the
concerns about safety

Dirty
windows?
CALL TODAY TO BOOK OR FOR A FREE QUOTE

343-999-9994
PRISTINEHOMESERVICES.CA

car speeds, lower cost to
implement, the inclusion
of a second crossover for
pedestrians and minimizing the loss of on street
parking.
The second option
includes five midblock bulb–outs, one  
intersection bulb-out
at Edgemoore Crescent,
one new median, one peCity of Ottawa destrian crossover and
The City of Ottawa is identifying traffic calming measures on edge lines from south
Halton Terrace in Morgan’s Grant.
of Teskiwa Crescent to
west of Dunollie Crescent.
in this particular area,” detailing several options
“I trust our residents to
said Kanata North Coun. for traffic calming mea- provide the necessary
Jenna Sudds. “I am happy sures near Jack Donohue feedback and trust City
to see we are moving for- Public School.
staff on what is the best
ward with some measures
The first proposal in- option, but we are workto deal with some safety cludes four sets of speed ing towards the same
concerns because we cushions ,two pedes- goal,” added the west end
do have a lot of children trian crossovers and an councillor. “We want evwho use this area to get to edge line in front of Jack eryone to have a safe way
school.”
Donohue Public School. to get around this area.”
Coun. Sudds, along with
This option was idenWhen the survey closCity of Ottawa officials, tified by City staff as the es, staff will compile all
held a virtual consulta- preferred option for its feedback and comments
tion session last month, effectiveness at reducing into a report that will be

shared with residents.
This information will be
examined when developing a final design plan.  
When the design has
been prepared and funding secured, the traffic
calming plan will proceed
to the detailed design
phase, followed by construction. This will
take one to two years to
complete.  
More information, including the survey, is
available at https://ottawa.ca/en/city-hall/
public-engagement/
projects/halton-terracejack-donohue-publicschool-traffic-calmingstudy#online-consultation.
Any questions regarding the designs can be directed to Coun. Sudds or
Jason Endrawis, the project manager, at jason.endrawis@ottawa.ca.
anil@ottawavoice.ca

Safety. Security. Socialization.
At The Bradley, we provide safety and security for our
residents because their wellbeing is our number one priority.
Call today
Even during difficult times like we experienced last year, our
for your
residents were still able to enjoy a fun and active lifestyle, as
well as socialization with friends. We offer many opportunities
virtual tour!
for activities and events, as well as delicious chef-prepared
meals and caring on-site managers available 24/7. At The
Bradley, all of our amenities are included in one reasonable monthly rent,
leaving you more time to spend with new friends and family.

For more information or to schedule a visit, please call

Like us on
Facebook

613-801-3804

130 Goulbourn Forced Rd, Kanata, ON K2K
seniorlivinginstyle.com/the-bradley/

© 2021 HSL
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Mon.-Sun. 8am-5pm
DEBIT•MC•VISA•AMEX

CELEBRATING OVER 35 YEARS IN BUSINESS

OVER 4 ACRES OF
DISPLAY BEDS • PONDS • WATERFALLS

WE SPECIALIZE IN
CUSTOM HANGING
BASKETS & PLANTERS

• VEGETABLES • FLOWERS
• HANGING BASKETS • ANNUALS • PERENNIALS
LARGE SELECTION OF FLOWERING SHRUBS,
EVERGREEN SHRUBS, SHADE TREES,
EVERGREEN TREES, FRUIT TREES, MAPLE TREES
• SEEDS • FERTILIZERS • WATER PLANTS
• BAGGED SOILS AND MULCHES
• CERTIFIED ORGANIC BULK TRIPLE MIX

613-623-8486
LOCATED BETWEEN ARNPRIOR & RENFREW,
3 MINUTES OFF HWY #17 AT 1370 SCHEEL DR.
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UPCOMING
ISSUES
We publish every 2nd week and mail
to every home, apartment & business

Publication Date

Submission deadline

July 1 ....................June 24
July 15 ...................July 8
August 5 ................July 29

Visit us at www.ottawavoice.ca
613-45-VOICE (613-458-6423)

News

Siblings give back to community
BY ANIL JHALLI

Alex and Charlie Gagnon
are the KatimavikHazeldean Community
Association’s youth heroes for the month of
June.
The sister and brother
team are currently working towards achieving
their black belts in karate.
As part of the testing
process, the siblings are
required to head a fundraising campaign.
Alex and Charlie decided to raise funds for
the Jumpstart program,
which provides opportunities for children and
teens between the ages of
four and 18 to play sports.
“It felt good knowing
that we were able to help
some kids play sports,”
said Alex, the older sister
of Charlie. “We are lucky
we get to play sports and
not all kids have that

chance…so it was a really nice feeling.”
Alex and Charlie found
creative ways to raise
funds for their chosen
charity.
During the month
of May, the Katimavik
Elementary School students held an online garage sale to sell some old
books and toys they no
longer use.
They also collected
empty beer and wine bottles in a contact-free initiative. To help spread the
word, Alex and Charlie
created a video of what
they are doing and circulated it to anyone that was
willing to help.
“We were able to get
some donations from
fr iends and family,”
added Charlie. “We had
people who wanted to
help, and it was for a good
cause.”
Hayley Bennett,

CANADA GREENER HOMES GRANT
Canadian homeowners are eligible for grants up to $5,000 to make their homes
more energy-efficient using made-in-Canada products.
The Canada Greener Homes Grant will help offset the cost of making retrofits like:

Purchasing solar energy systems
Installing better home insulation
Upgrading to energy-efficient appliances

Sealing windows, door casings & ductwork
Purchasing smart thermostats
Upgrading water tanks & furnaces

APPLY TODAY AT NRCAN.GC.CA

KarenMcCrimmonMP.ca

Karen McCrimmon

@KarenMcCrimmon

Karen.McCrimmon@parl.gc.ca

president of the
Katimavik-Hazeldean
Community Association,
called Alex and Charlie
shining examples of
yo u n g p e o p l e l i v i n g
in the Kanata South
community.
The kids’ mother, Carol
Mothersill, said Alex and
Charlie have been working very hard to achieve
their black belts, but also
understand that giving
back to the community
is important.
“It’s been tough on everyone the last year dealing with COVID,” said the
kids’ mom. “Motivation
can be pretty low to get
things done, but I have
really been impressed
with these two. They are
going above and beyond
for their community and
it’s great to see.”
For more information,
visit khca.on.ca.
anil@ottawavoice.ca
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LUXURY APARTMENT RENTALS IN KANATA
MOVE IN TODAY
UniformLiving.com
14 SUITES PER BUILDING

ELEVATOR ACCESSIBLE

RENTALS BY:

613.223.8833

UNDERGROUND PARKING

IDEAL FOR DOWNSIZERS
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City Watch

other city-owned rail corridors, interim use of this
corridor as a year-round
recreational trail would
have numerous benefits
and it would be very popular with the community.

BY PATRICK UGUCCIONI

City purchases
abandoned rail
corridor
The City has acquired an
abandoned CN railway corridor to protect the right of
way for future use as a yearround recreational trail.
Kanata North Coun. Jenna
Sudds encouraged the City
to purchase the corridor.
She believes it is important to take advantage of
opportunities for providing
pathways for recreation in
addition to a connection to
other parts of the city.
The corridor is approximately 35.2 kilometres long
and 30 metres wide.
It passes through the western Greenbelt south and
west of the Department of
National Defence facilities;
along the eastern edge of

File photo

Kanata North Coun. Jenna
Sudds.

Kanata past existing employment and residential
areas and the approved
Kanata North urban expansion lands; and through
farmland, forest and country lot subdivisions in rural
Kanata and West Carleton
to the Ottawa River.
The rail corridor has not
been used for many years
and the railway tracks and
ties have been removed.
“This is a wonderful way
to revitalize, and reinvent
underutilized property
and promote greenspace
use in our community,” said
Sudds.
The councillor added like

Vacancy tax coming
City council has approved
a one per cent vacant unit
tax with billing to start in
2023.
The aim, according to the
report adopted June 10, is
to help increase the city’s
affordable housing supply
by encouraging homeowners to occupy or rent their
vacant properties.
Finance staff will use the
next year to develop the
program.
Owners of residential
properties vacant for more
than half the year which
would be subject to this additional tax which would be
added to the property owner’s final property tax bill.
Early estimates show the

tax could generate approximately $6 million annually.
The tax would not apply
to an owner’s principal
residence.
In addition to returning
more vacant properties
to the housing market, it
is hoped the program will
also reduce the amount of
vacant homes with property standards issues, such
as disrepair and dereliction.
“I believe this is a positive step in addressing this
growing issue and helping to return some of these
homes to the market,” said
Sudds.

First quarter ends
in surplus
The City ended the first
quarter of 2021 with a net
surplus of $6.5 million.
Council received the financial status update at the
June 9 council meeting.
According to the report,
a $12.7 million surplus on

Kanata North’s NEWEST
co-working space
Catalyst Business Center offers affordable
workspaces for small businesses, freelancers,
and entrepeneurs. Book your tour today!
⬢

Safe and secure
environment

⬢

Steps to childcare,
green space and more

⬢

Flexible terms

⬢

Free parking

catalystbusinesscenter.com

62 Steacie Drive, Kanata | 613-226-1884
info@catalystbusinesscenter.com

the tax supported side of
the ledger was offset by a
$6.2 million deficit for ratesupported services.
The COVID-19 pandemic
expenses cost the City a total
of $33.2 million. Federal and
provincial funding and reserves covered the unforeseen expenditures.
The City also anticipates
the province will reimburse
the $1.5 million spent to
date on Ottawa’s vaccination program.

Outdoor pools,
libraries re-opening
with restrictions
Under the first phase of
the province’s re-opening
plan, the City has reopened
outdoor swimming pools,
including the Beaverbrook
facility.
The number of swimmerswill be reduced for both
public and lane swims and
COVID-safety protocols will
be in place.

Reservations can be made
at ottawa.ca/recreation for
a one-hour session.
Some sports activities can
resume outdoors. These
are limited to non-contact
training such as drills with
a maximum of 10 people including coach and
instructors.
Further, the Beaverbrook
and Hazeldean Stittsville
branches of the Ottawa
Public Library are now offering contactless service
with capacity limits in place.
This means:
•Holds can be picked up
on shelves and checked out
at self-checkout stations.
•Borrowed items can be
returned via book drops
anytime.
•Access to PCs,
Chromebooks, and printing, where these are
available.
•Hours of operation remain the same.
•Mask-wearing remains
mandatory inside, and outside in line.
editorial@ottawavoice.ca
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Félicitations

aux ﬁnissantes et aux ﬁnissants

du CECCE !

de la part de la Table politique,
de l'administration
et du personnel

Diane Burns

Jolène Savoie-Day

Lanark, Leeds et Grenville

Kanata-Nord, West Carleton-March,
Stittsville, Collège, Kanata-Sud

Conseillère scolaire

Conseillère scolaire

ECOLECATHOLIQUE.CA/FINISSANTS2021
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Local squad representing Canada in final round of competition
BY ANIL JHALLI

A robotics team that includes several Kanata area
students is Canada’s lone
hope as the final round of
an annual challenge is set to
take place later this month.
Merge Robotics, or Team
2706, is the only Canadian
team to be featured in
the finals of the 2021 First
Robotics Competition
(FRC).

The challenge usually involves teams from across
the globe tasked with building a robot and have it evaluated in front of a panel of
judges in a live setting.
However, due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, instead of building a live
robot, participating teams
were asked to design their
own robotics themed game.
“We had to come up with
strategies, stories and all

the stuff that goes with creating a game,” said Nadia
Coppens, a grade 10 student
at Earl of March Secondary
School and one of the 40
plus students involved with
Merge Robotics. “We knew
there would be a lot of good
teams and to get to where
we did is pretty cool.”
The Merge Robotics team
created Save Our Species,
a game that involves travelling to a distant, dying
planet to save the eggs of its
endangered species from
extinction.
The team’s submission included a three-dimensional

model of the field and game
pieces, as well as artwork
created by one of the
team’s students. The Merge
Robotics game was initially
up against 40 other teams
and won the FRC Concept
Award, allowing them to
move to the next round of
judging.
The final stage of the challenge hosts 20 teams.
“I am really excited to
show what we created,”
said Rachel Bruce, a grade
10 student at Earl of March.
“We all worked really hard
on this, put in a lot of time,
and to be the only Canadian

team in the finals, is pretty
special.”
Merge Robotics is a team
founded in 2015 and is
made up of high school
students from Kanata and
other communities across
Ottawa. The 16 volunteer
mentors, who are scientists, engineers, technology
and business professionals, provide expertise to
the students as they navigate through the yearly
challenges.
“I am so proud of all the
kids,” said Kendra Shaw,
who is a mentor to the
students. “They worked

some long hours, balanced school, remained
committed and focused to
creating something really
unique and cool and to see
how far they have come is
remarkable.”
To view and vote for the
Merge Robotics game and to
see the other submissions,
please see https://www.
firstinspires.org/robotics/
frc/awards/2021-gamedesign-challenge-finalists.
For more information
about Merge Robotics, visit
team2706.ca.
anil@ottawavoice.ca

File photo

A Merge Robotics creation.
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COMMUNITY BUSINESS DIRECTORY - 613-458-6423
HOME IMPROVEMENT

WOW! RENOVATIONS
COMPLETE BASEMENT FINISHING
& DRYWALL SERVICE

Mr. Doris Guay - 30 years experience
613-229-9101 • doris.guay33@gmail.com
JUNK REMOVAL

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Dwell Tectonics Ltd.

• Renovations • Restorations • Bathrooms
• Kitchens • In-Law Suites • Basements
• Water Damage Repair
Richard Balon

rpbalon@gmail.com•613-220-1594

References available•Insured•Serving Ottawa for Over 30 Years

KANATA DRYWALL
L
& RENOVATIONS
S
• Drywall
• Taping
• Stippled Ceiling Repairs
• Painting

Fixing Kanata walls for 25 years
ears
Call Chris (613) 724-7376
6
chris9charlebois@hotmail.com

HUNT’S
PAINTING

• FREE Estimates
• Drywall & minor repairs

Small Renos • Trim Install • Handyman • Spray painting • Small Repairs

Scott Hunt • 613-612-9727
hunts-painting@rogers.com

CHEAP RATES • NO-NONSENSE
ALWAYS AVAILABLE

613-899-7269

BRINGING HOMES TO LIFE

GENERAL CONTRACTORS

ALL TYPES OF RENOVATIONS
Finished Basements, Bathrooms, Kitchens, Flooring,
Framing, Drywall, Painting, Baseboards, Windows,
Doors, Decks, Fences and More!

CALL PHIL 6138289546

HOUSE CLEANING

HANDY MAN

35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

FREE ESTIMATES

CARPENTRY

A1 CARPENTRY

DECKS

PERKINS DECKS

Custom Made Decks

Red Cedar, Pressure Treated
FREE Estimates • Fully Insured
25 Year Experience

613-761-0671
www.perkinsdecks.com
HANDY MAN

The Odd Job Man
THERE IS NO JOB TOO SMALL FOR US!

Drywall & repairs•Tile & ﬂoor•Deck & fence
Carpentry work•Kitchen & bath•Painting
Plumbing & electrical• Garden & design
www.theoddjobman.ca•613-220-5488•info@theoddjobman.ca

ELECTRICIAN

DECKS & FENCES

Centennial Electric
• Commercial • Residential
• Kitchen • Basement

613-723-5021

Ottawa.handymanconnection.com
Carpentry • Electrical* • Plumbing
Kitchen & Bath Remodels
• Painting • General Repairs

One Call Gets the Things
You Want Done...DONE!
Fully Insured. Independently Owned and Operated in Ottawa since 1998. *Electrical work performed by ECRA contractors.

MASONRY

Ottawa Valley Masonry
s
Specializing in Masonry Repair
• Brick Replacement
• Steps
• Parging

EXCELLENT SERVICE

613-720-6695
Free quote call Byron @

Diamondview
Installation & Repairs
Fences, decks, railings,
interlock, landscaping

Phone: (613) 229-1678
Email: centennial.electric@bell.net

VISION

IRON WORKS

MASONRY

Masonry Creations
Brick, Block, Stone, Glass Block,
Restoration, Repointing, Fireplaces,
Garage Floors, Parging.

TERRY • 613-796-2539

FREE ESTIMATES

Steel custom-made railings and wall railings.
For everyone you care about. Safety goes a long way.
3 SWEETNAM DR., BUILDING 1. #144, STITTSVILLE
VISIONIRONWORKS@GMAIL.COM WWW.VISIONIRONWORKS.COM

NOW BOOKING
FOR SUMMER!!!

info@diamondview.ca • 613-227-8608
2510 Old Second Line Rd Kanata

ECRA & ESA Certified License #7004993

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE NOW!
IRON WORKS

• Chimneys
• Window Sills
• Repointing

• Custom Basements
• Decks
• Repairs of all kindss
• New Additions and
d Garages

PAINTING

PAINTING
• Junk & Clutter Removal
• Estate & Moving Cleanouts
• Fences & Decks Torn Down
• Construction & Reno Debris
• Lawn & Garden Waste, Trees Cut
• Small Shed & Building Demolition

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Phil Smith, Owner/Operator
613-884-7678

All Your Chimney
Repair Needs!

MASONRY

L.A. SICOLI
MASONRY &
RESTORATION

• Chimney Repairs • Window Sills
• Custom Stone Work • Repointing
• Parging • Flagstone
• Stone Foundation Wall Repairs
• Cultured Stone • Interlocking Stone

FREE Estimates
Luciano Sicoli, Owner • 613-859-4684
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Kanata teenagers recognized in yearly creative contest
BY ANIL JHALLI

Two local teens are among
this year’s winners of an annual competition spearheaded by the Friends of
the Ottawa Public Library
Association (FOPLA).
From December 2020 to

February 2021, creative
minds aged nine to 18
were invited to submit an
original piece of writing,
in English and French,
in six categories for the
Awesome Authors writing
contest. Categories include
comics, short stories and

•SHRUBS & TREES
•SHAPING
•PRUNING

• Landscaping by a Professional Team
• Award Winning Company
Matheson Landscaping Services LTD.
613-839-2730
mathesonlandscaping@rogers.com

40

YEARS

HOME
RENOVATIONS
Kitchens, Bathrooms and Basements
GENERAL REPAIRS
Eavestroughing • Fencing • Plumbing • Hardwood Flooring
Siding • Drain Cleaning • Emergency Calls • Painting

Call Anytime: (613) 299-7333

poems.
This year’s jury received
512 pieces of work from
hundreds of participants.
Winnings submissions will
be featured in Potpourri,
the FOPLA’s annual anthology which will be released
later this year.
“We had our work cut out
for us to choose the winners, but it was so completely inspiring to see
the unbelievable talent of
the participants and how
they really threw themselves into their art,” said
Amelinda Bérubé, one
of the Awesome Authors
judges.
For the second straight

year, Dayna Xiao, a grade
eight student at Katimavik
Elementary School, will
have work published in the
Potpourri collection.
This year, the 13-year-old
claimed first place honours
for her comic, The Dog
Whisperer and a second
place finish for her comic,
in French, Faim.
Dayna said she’s thought
about pursuing comic
book writing and drawing as a career and said
participating in the contest has been a rewarding
experience.
Dayna said it has become
a tradition in her family to
be part of the contest as her

sister has also submitted
work in the past.
“Being a part of this contest gives me a sense of
awareness and freedom to
explore my creativity,” said
Dayna who is a comic book
fanatic herself. “I am really
excited for others to see my
work and hope to inspire
kids to create and showcase their talents.”
Elena Hurley, 15, placed
second in the 13 to 18 year
old comics category, with
her original piece of work
entitled I Don’t Believe in
Ghosts.
“I don’t really read comic
books, but I watch a lot
of animation videos on

YouTube, so a lot of the
inspiration behind my
comic comes from watching those videos,” said
the grade 10 student at
Holy Trinity Catholic High
School.
This is the fourth consecutive year that Elena has
entered the contest. In the
past, she has written short
stories and poems, and
submitted a few pieces in
different categories this
year.
“It’s surreal to me that so
many people are going to
see something I have been
working on for months,”
said Elena.
anil@ottawavoice.ca

Church members offering tree samples
BY ANIL JHALLI

Volunteers of the Holy
Redeemer Roman Catholic
Church are teaming up with
Ecology Ottawa for a tree
giveaway later this month.
Mireille Church, who is
part of the church’s Care For
Creation group, said the decision to host the event was
a response to an Earth Day
plea to limit the average

global temperature rise
to 1.5 degrees Celsius.
“One of the easiest things
we can do beyond decreasing greenhouse gas
emissions is to protect forests and plant trees,” said
Church.
As COVID-19 continues
to impact the way people
live their lives, Church said
enjoying the outdoors has
been more common since

the worldwide pandemic
was first declared in March
of 2020.
“The beauty and life of
trees have proven to reduce
stress and increase concentration in children and
adults,” she added.
The event, held outdoors
on the church property
with COVID-19 safety protocols in place, takes place
on Saturday, June 19.

The church is located at 44
Rothesay Drive in Kanata
South.
For more information,
contact morningsunmdc@
gmail.com.
Re g i s t ra t i o n i s re quired at https://
form.123formbuilder.
com/5877330/ecologyottawa-s-tree-giveawaysurvey.
anil@ottawavoice.ca

COMMUNITY BUSINESS DIRECTORY - 613-458-6423
WATER

WATER

WE’RE THERE FOR YOU WHEN YOUR WATER BREAKS
 Plumbing
 Water Treatment
 Softeners
 U.V. Sterilizers
 Water Pumps
 Wells & Extensions

Commercial or Residential
thewaterdoctor.ca • 613-880-0587
ROOFING

BH Roofing
ONE CALL DOES IT ALL

613-277-9713
www.bhroofing.ca

Ray’s Tree Removal Service
•Water Softeners
•Iron/Sulphur Filters
•UV Systems
•Reverse Osmosis

•Pumps & Pressure Systems
•MOE Licensed Well Technicians
•30 YEARS IN BUSINESS
•FULLY INSURED

613-256-5129 • 3331 March Road, Carp
tcwater@tcwater.ca

ROOFING

15 years Warranty
on labour
Over 30 years
experience
Fully insured
Free Estimates

TREE SERVICES

• Trimming
• Stump Removal

25

%

Senior
Discount

Fully Same Day / Emergency Service
Insured 613-850-4444

This space could be yours!
Please call 613-45-VOICE (613-458-6423)
to find out how.
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All Saints student eager for next step in hockey career
Morgan’s Grant
resident drafted
by Erie in OHL draft
BY ANIL JHALLI

Braxton Ross is ready to
get to work and prove he
can make the leap in his
budding hockey career.
The 16-year-old was
drafted in the sixth round,
103rd overall by the Erie
Otters in the 2021 Ontario
Hockey League (OHL)
draft.
“It’s an unreal feeling,”
said the grade 10 student at All Saints Catholic
School. “You work for this
kind of stuff your whole
life . . . just a chance to
be drafted and make it to
the next level, it’s really
exciting.”
The young for ward,
who first laced up a pair
of skates at the age of five,

has a history of hockey
players in his family.
His grandfather and
uncle both played hockey many years ago, the
former in the OHL and
the latter was a goalie in
the AAA system.
The young hockey player from Morgan’s Grant
plays centre and left wing,
and loves the hometown
Ottawa Senators and the
bright future the team is
building.
“I’ve just always wanted to be that guy that
can make plays and can
score goals as well,” said
Braxton. “It just seemed
like the right fit for me
and I think it has worked
pretty well so far.”
Braxton was relieved
when the Otters made the
call to select the Kanata
native.
“I was hoping to go a bit
earlier in the draft, but I

honestly can’t complain,”
said Braxton. “I still have
to show up and be ready
to show this organization
why they drafted me, and
it wasn’t a mistake.”
Braxton said he’s thrilled
to be part of the Otters
history that has supported the likes of Connor
McDavid, Ryan O’Reilly
and Alex Debrincat who
are now making their
mark at the National
Hockey League (NHL)
level.
He can’t wait to start
training for the next phase
of his hockey career with
the ultimate goal of making it to the NHL.
“The hard work starts
now,” said Braxton. “I will
be playing against some
older guys who are bigger,
faster and stronger. So, I
need to take my training
to the next level.”
anil@ottawavoice.ca

Photo provided

Braxton Ross was drafted by the Erie Otters in the 2021 Ontario Hockey League draft.

Unique and personal care close to home
for women living with dementia
Nestled in quiet Richmond, Ontario, this intimate 16-bed
home gives your mom the care and community she
deserves, at a fraction of the cost of similar homes.
Richmond Care Home is a rare find with exceptional care at
an exceptional price, including:
• Full-time recreation and care staff
• All-inclusive rate
• Intimate home-like environment
• Close to Ottawa and the Ottawa Valley

Richmond Care Home
Exceptional care for Mom
at an exceptional price.

To learn more or book a tour visit:

carefor.ca/richmond-care-home

®

18

June 17, 2021 - Community Voice

Sports

Batting cage near KRC named after the late Paul O’Kane
BY ANIL JHALLI

The Kanata Baseball
Association (KBA) has
found a way to honour
a man who is symbolic
with baseball in Canada’s
capital.
KBA members recently
unveiled the Paul O’Kane
Batting Cage at the
Kinsmen Baseball Field
near the Kanata Recreation
Complex, paying tribute to

the baseball association’s
former president and volunteer, who passed away
in 2020.
“We wanted to find a way
to really show Paul what he
meant to us and the kids
that have grown to love the
sport he loved so much,”
said Sandi Robertson, the
association’s current president. “I am sure he is smiling right now, and everyone
was on board in doing

something to honour his
memory.”
Paul O’Kane was a
long-time resident of
Bridlewood, and served
as KBA president on two
separate terms. He was
integral in launching the
Scott Tokessy Memorial
Tournament, one of the
biggest charitable baseball tournaments in the
country.
Those closest to him call
him a leader, mentor and a
selfless man who has given
years of time and dedication to help those around
him create and achieve better opportunities.
He was recognized in

2020 with the Mayor’s City
Builder Award.
“I think he would be humbled by this gesture,” said
Paul O’Kane’s wife Marjorie
Bowman. “He loved baseball, and he loved helping
kids and to know the name
Paul O’Kane will forever
be recognized is a special
feeling.”
His contributions extend
beyond the baseball diamond. He has been an active member, coach and
parent with the Kanata
Minor Hockey Association,
spearheading a number of
fundraising initiatives and
raising thousands of dollars
in the process.

Fo l l ow i n g t h e Fo r t
McMurray wildfires in
2016, he sent supplies donated by the community,
and in 2019 organized pizza
deliveries from the KBA to
the volunteers helping with
the floods along the Ottawa
River.
A special message appears
on the sign, under the legendary baseball coach and
volunteer’s name, a saying
that resonated with many
people he came across.
“He would also say, I
do this for the love of the
game,” said Anne O’Kane,
Paul O’Kane’s sister. “He
didn’t do any of the things
he did because he wanted

the recognition. He did
them because he loved
the kids, and he loved
baseball.”
She said her brother took
after their father, a man who
loved sports, loved being a
coach, and who gave back
to his community.
“I remember Paul watching baseball, and he knew
all the stats and would just
have his notebook and
write everything down,”
said Anne. “I’m really
proud of the person he became, and his impact has
been tremendous. He really made a difference for
people.”
anil@ottawavoice.ca

Fewer Squirrels
and Less Seed Mess

The Eliminator's unique technology allows you to
set the sensitivity level, so you can exclude
squirrels and larger birds, such as grackles and
pigeons.
Our No-Mess Blend features seeds without shells,
making for tidier feeding since there's no debris
on the ground to clean up.

Buy an Eliminator;
get 5 lbs. of No-Mess FREE*
*Valid only at WBU
Kanata. One discount
per purchase. Offer not
valid on previous
purchases or sale items.
Offer valid06/21/21.

Purchase an
Eliminator,
Get a Bag of
Seed On Us
SHOP IN-STORE AND ONLINE
420 Hazeldean Road, Kanata ON
(613) 836-2888 • www.kanata.wbu.com

Photo provided

Declan O’Kane, left, Marjorie Bowman, centre, and Grace O’Kane, who is holding their dog, Willow, stand in front of the Paul
O’Kane Batting Cage.

FUROETESE Upgrade your windows
Q
and get up to $5,000

BACK

in government grants!

Now Serving You From 2 Locations
Ottawa
Arnprior
2222 Carling Ave. 210 Madawaska Blvd.
613-366-1932
613-623-2909
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>>BRIDGE, FROM PAGE 1
The bridge has been referred to, unofficially, as
Marianne’s Rainbow.
“She says she’s retired,
but we know Marianne is
still very much a voice and
active with everything that
happens in Kanata North,”
said Kanata South Coun.
Allan Hubley. “It’s a symbolic recognition of her
work and a reminder that
bridge is here because of
her.”
Often referred to as
the Mother of Kanata,
Wilkinson was the first
mayor of Kanata and was
the Kanata North Coun.
until 2018 when she officially retired from municipal politics.
Wilkinson said the idea
behind the bridge was to
give kids going to school at
Earl of March a safer way
to travel.
“You know, 40 years
later it was decided they
needed to raise the structure higher with things

Photo provided

Kanata North Coun. Jenna Sudds, right, wants the City of
Ottawa to name a pedestrian bridge in Kanata after Marianne
Wilkinson.

evolving and transit coming into the community,”
said Wilkinson. “However,
since so many people used
the bridge every day and
there was nothing else for
pedestrians, the region decided to build a new structure beside it and remove
the old bridge only after
the new one was in use.”
Wilkinson said even
though it doesn’t look the
same, she’s still reminded
how Marianne’s Rainbow
came to be and said she’s

Come see what life has
been like at Wildpine!

humbled the City plans to
honour her in this way.
“They don’t need to name
things after me, but this
is a nice gesture,” added
Wilkinson, who in retirement is writing a book on
the history of Kanata. “It
made a heck of a difference to a lot of people and
just talking about it, brings
back so many memories.”
The proposal will be
brought forth at the next
city council meeting.
anil@ottawavoice.ca

LIVE Virtual Open House
June 22nd
We will be touring our amenities and
accommodations via Zoom. Meet with
residents and staff and get a sneak
peek of what life is like here at Wildpine.
RSVP to
marketing@wildpineresidence.ca
for the log-in instructions.

Reserve Now
and Move
This Fall!

613.914.1214

Millions of people across
Ontario have received their
COVID-19 vaccine.

Do your part.
Get your shot.
Health Canada-approved vaccines
are conveniently available at hospitals,
doctors’ offices, pharmacies and
mass vaccination sites. And every dose
brings us closer to what we’ve missed.
Book your appointment today at
ontario.ca/bookvaccine or call 1-888-999-6488
for help in 300 languages.
Paid for by the
Government of Ontario
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The Ottawa area’s premier
retirement residence located nearby
in the heart of Stittsville
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We’re nearly 75% full, but there’s still an excellent
selection of suites available, and if you have a home
to sell, there’s never been a better time. We provide:
SUPERIOR CARE

Hazeldean Gardens is recognized by healthcare professionals in the Ottawa area for our
superior nursing care. We provide a full range of care including Independent Living for
seniors able to manage independently, Assisted Care for those requiring physical assistance
with their daily routine, Memory Care in a secure unit for those suffering from Alzheimer’s
and other forms of dementia, and palliative care. Residents, and their families, have peace
of mind knowing they will never have to move again.

EXCEPTIONAL FOOD SERVICE

Residents savour an appetizing selection of nutritious meals freshly prepared in our kitchen
under the supervision of our Red Seal Chef and Certified Nutritionist. We are able to satisfy
special diets including diabetic, low salt, lactose-free, gluten-free and food textures. Seating
is available in either our elegantly appointed dining room; or more casual solarium. There is
also a private dining room, which can be reserved for family gatherings.

STIMULATING ACTIVITIES

Whether it’s our physical fitness programs, crafts, cards, bingo, movies, live entertainment,
special themed events, regular outings in our wheelchair-accessible bus, or simply socializing
with others of similar age with similar interests, there’s always something to do at Hazeldean
Gardens. Not to mention, there’s a complimentary Happy Hour every Friday afternoon in
our Bistro.

OUTSTANDING FACILITIES

Hazeldean Gardens offers a truly outstanding variety of facilities and amenities to be
enjoyed by our residents. Outside, there’s a sunny terrace with patio furniture and a paved
walking path leading to an adjacent park with benches along the way. Inside there’s a warm
salt-water pool, well-equipped fitness room and indoor walking track, a movie theatre, cosy
library, games room with a pool table, darts and shuffleboard; a greenhouse for residents
with a green thumb, several comfortable lounges for quiet conversation; and a lively Bistro,
where coffee and snacks are always available.

FAMILY OWNERSHIP

Hazeldean Gardens is not part of a large chain. Rather, it is a locally-owned and operated
family business. Although we have a modern, state-of-the-art facility, our family has 20
years of experience providing accommodation, care and services to seniors. This means we
have the flexibility to tailor our services to individual needs, and to respond quickly when
those needs change. Hands-on family ownership makes a difference.

CALL 613-903-6949 FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO SCHEDULE A TOUR.
BE SURE TO ASK ABOUT OUR SPECIAL PROMOTIONAL OFFERS.
HAZELDEAN GARDENS RETIREMENT RESIDENCE
6130 Hazeldean Road, Stittsville K2S 2M2
www.hazeldeangardens.ca

