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Anil Jhalli photo
Splash pads across the capital were recently opened for public use, much to the delight of Riley Fenn, left, and her older sister, Stesha, who 
spent the afternoon of June 22 enjoying the splash pad at Kristina Kiss Park in Kanata South’s Trailwest community. 

COOLING OFF!
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www.kanatabr638.ca

Kanata Branch 638 runs solely on volunteers and does much 
to help our military and RCMP members, their families and 
our veterans. Joining the Legion and/or the Ladies’ Auxiliary 
is the ultimate way to give your support to Veterans and their 
families, remember the Fallen, and help your community.  
You do not have to have served in the military to join. 

ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION 
                 KANATA BRANCH 638 

                

               70 Hines Road,  
                      Kanata,  

                      ON  K2K 2M5 
                      613-591-5570

Your Kanata Legion and  
Ladies’ Auxiliary hope you enjoyed  

a Happy Canada Day  
whilst remaining safe and well. 

We hope to open our doors in the near future  
to serve our members and the community. 

MemberPerks® The Royal Canadian 
Legion is excited to announce the launch 
of MemberPerks®, our newest member 

discount program.  

MemberPerks® gives you access to thousands 
of money-saving offers and deals at stores and 

restaurants across Canada. You can save on 
just about everything, including clothing, 
furniture, electronics, dining and more.  

And the best part? It’s all included with your 
Legion membership. Register today to 

start saving.  

News

Cenotaph Memorial Stones
A wonderful way to remember a family member or 
friend who served in the Armed Forces. The memorial 
stones are in place at the Kanata Legion Cenotaph and 
                 are ready for engraving.   
                      Applications will be delivered to you 
                            upon request.  Please contact 
                                  Moira Green at 613 592 3376 
                        or mmgreen@live.com for further info,
                                  Lest We Forget

Virtual programming here to stay, 
says WOCRC executive director

BY PATRICK UGUCCIONI

In terms of next steps 
for the Western Ottawa 
Community Resource 
Centre, its executive di-
rector prefers to talk about 
the evolution of services 
rather than re-opening 
once COVID-19 restric-
tions are lifted.

Michelle Hurtubise, who 
is closing in on her one-
year anniversary with the 
almost 35-year-old social 
service agency, is quick 
to note the centre never 
closed. 

“In  fact ,”  she told 
members of the Kanata 
Beaverbrook Community 
Association at their recent 
online annual general 
meeting, “we have been 
busier than we have ever 
been.”

When the pandemic first 
hit, within about 48 hours 
the centre had moved to 
offer many of its programs 
and services online. By 
the end of the first week, 
the transition was fully 
complete.

What that meant for cli-
ents was the availability of 
telephone and/or video 
crisis intervention. The 
centre also quickly made 
virtual crisis counselling 
available, and instituted 
phone check-ins for regu-
lar clients. Food and sup-
plies delivery was also 
implemented. 

“Having to jump in where 
we have with the COVID-
19 pandemic and work 
with our team to trans-
form our services to vir-
tually everything. Like 
many programs across 
the city, and to on-line 
and telephone support, 
has certainly been a learn-
ing experience for us all,” 
said Hurtubise.

The WOCRC serves one 
of the largest catchment 
areas of the community 

health and resource cen-
tres in the city, including 
Goulbourn, Kanata, West 
Carleton and a large por-
tion of Nepean.

It has always served a 
wide-range of clients from 
infants up to seniors and 
offered a wide range of 
programming.

During the pandemic, 
some programs have been 
more hectic than others. 
But all programs have 
continued to deliver ser-
vices and respond to peo-
ple looking for support.

“I think that above and 
beyond what they do on a 
normal day-to-day basis, 
the way that they have 
gone out to the commu-
nity, how they have been 
serving the community 
right now and pivoting 
during COVID has re-
ally been remarkable,” 
said Kanata North Coun. 
Jenna Sudds, who is chair 
of the city’s community 

and protective services 
committee. 

“I know they have been 
making a huge impact and 
I just want to acknowledge 
that is not easy, but they’re 
doing a really incredible 
job and a really incredible 
job for our community,” 
the councillor added.

As the centre looks to 
evolve services, it is par-
ticipating with other 
community health and re-
source centres across the 
city on an online survey to 

get feedback from clients. 
That survey is available at 
wocrc.ca

There is no timeline for 
when the centre will be de-
livering in-person services 
again.

Hurtubise explained for 
most programs the cen-
tre offers, she is still wait-
ing for the go-ahead from 
the province, particularly 
with regards to early-year 
programming, before the 
centre can open its doors 
again to clients.

It is expected a return to 
in-person supports for in-
dividuals with dementia. 
It will be quite some time 
down the road given the 
increased risk for indi-
viduals over the age of 70 
with COVID-19, she said.

Volunteers are starting 
to join in the centre’s pro-
gramming again.

Based on the feedback 
Hurtubise is already start-
ing to receive from staff, 
clients and volunteers, she 
expects to continue virtual 
programming alongside 
in-person offerings when-
ever that begins again. 

“We have had really pos-
itive response from the 
availability of that virtual 
programming and we’ll 
continue it even as we are 
able to offer in-person ser-
vices,” she said.

“That’s how we have 
b e e n  a d a p t i n g  a n d 
transforming.”

puguccioni@ottawavoice.ca

File photo
Michelle Hurtubise, the executive director of the Western 
Ottawa Community Resource Centre.

“We have had a really positive 
response from the availability of virtual 

programming and we’ll continue it even as 
we are able to offer in-person services.”

- Michelle Hurtubise
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We’re good to go
OC Transpo is working with  
Ottawa Public Health to make 
transit as safe as possible as we 
return to full service. These and 
other measures mean we’re 
good to go, so put your mask  
on and let’s go!

PLEASE PUMP SOME ON 
BEFORE YOU JUMP ON
Hand sanitizers installed in stations

PROTECTIVE SHIELDS  
SO YOU CAN BOARD  
AT THE FRONT

PLEASE PUT YOURS ON  
BEFORE YOU GET ON
Cloth masks mandatory

KEEPING TRANSIT CLEAN, 
AROUND THE CLOCK
Enhanced cleaning and sanitizing

OCTRANSPO.COM

Now Serving You From 2 Locations
Arnprior

210 Madawaska Blvd.
 613-623-2909

Ottawa
2222 Carling Ave.

613-366-1932

Police seeking suspects 
in identity theft case

BY COMMUNITY VOICE STAFF

The Ottawa Police Service 
is on the hunt for two sus-
pects in connection with 
an identify theft that took 
place in Kanata earlier this 
year. 

On January 27, 2020, a 
victim’s identity was used 
to acquire a replacement 
debit card from a bank in 
the Kanata area. In a media 
release, police stated that 
the debit card’s PIN was 
changed and the suspects, 
one man and one woman, 
withdrew over $8,000 from 
the victim’s account at 

three banks across Kanata. 
The suspects also gained 

access to the victim’s online 
banking passwords and 
security questions. The 
male suspect is described 
as medium build, dark 
hair, unshaven and was last 
seen wearing a black Asics 
jacket, burgundy sweater 
and blue jeans. The female 
suspect had dark wavy hair 
in a bun and was wearing a 
black winter coat with fur 
on the hood. 

Anyone with any infor-
mation is urged to contact 
the OPS’ organized fraud 
unit at 613-236-1222 ex-
tension 5433. Anonymous 
tips can be submitted toll 
free 1-800-222-8477 or 
crimestoppers.ca

editorial@ottawavoice.ca

Photo courtesy of the OPS
The Ottawa Police Service 
is seeking the man pictured 
above believed to be involved 
in an identify theft earlier this 
year. 

Victim drained 
of over $8,000 

in savings

Photo courtesy of the OPS
Police officers are asking for 
the public’s help in identifying 
the woman pictured above 
who was involved in an 
identity theft case in January 
of this year. 

Beaverbrook librarian can’t wait to see everyone again

BY PATRICK UGUCCIONI

Ottawa Public Library 
Board branches remain 
closed to the public but 
continue to offer a wide 
range of services online.

This includes an iso-
lation/recreation blog, 
fun activities for kids, 
reading suggestions and 
boredom busters to help 
the community during 
their time at home, says 
Abbey Clarke, community 
outreach librarian at the 
Beaverbrook branch.

Children can register on-
line too for the TD sum-
mer reading club where 
they can track their 
reading.

The library posts a 

weekly schedule of on-
line programming at bib-
lioottawalibrary.ca

The on-line offerings 
also include Crafter-
noons and Dungeon and 
Dragons for teens.

Members can download 
favourite books electroni-
cally from the library’s 
website onto their reading 
devices. There is material 
for all ages in English and 
French and a few other 
languages. 

Those who are not yet 
members can sign up for 
a temporary library card 
online or by calling their 
local branch directly.

The Beaverbrook loca-
tion is one of six branches 
across the city now ac-
cepting returns during 
hours of operation. No 
appointment is neces-
sary. After hours return 
boxes remain closed. 

Curbside pickup of avail-
able holds has begun at 
the Beaverbrook branch 
by appointment. 

Clarke explained those 
clients who have anx-
iously been awaiting 
holds made before the 
closure will be processed 
first. New holds cannot 
be placed, she said, be-
cause the library is work-
ing through a backlog of 
existing holds and incom-
ing returns. 

For perspective, Clarke 
pointed out, when the 
library closed at the 
onset of the pandemic 
there were 500,000 items 
checked out and 14,000 
more on hold.

“Right now our goal is 
to provide a way for the 
public to return their 
borrowed items and pick 
up their backlog of holds 
in a way that ensures 

the safety of the staff 
and public,” said Clarke. 
“When we have a handle 
on those there is going 
to be an announcement 
about placing new holds 
on new items.”

Clarke added staff are 
awaiting direction from 
the city and province 
as to when libraries can 
re-open.

“We’re already working 
on how we make that a 
safe experience for every-
body,” she said. “I think it 
is safe to assume that we 
will gradually be re-intro-
ducing services over time. 
We really can’t wait to see 
everyone again. The li-
brary is there for the use of 
the community and we’re 
really looking forward to 
getting back to that and 
seeing old and new faces 
whenever we are able to.”

puguccioni@ottawavoice.ca

Library offering 
services online 

during pandemic

Your Community
Your Voice
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EDITORIAL

BY STEVE DESROCHES
@SteveDesroches

This terrible pandemic 
has many of us confined 
to our homes in exile 
from our workplaces and 
schools.

This tedious situation 
has given us the unique 
opportunity to observe 
the landscape of everyday 
life on our neighbourhood 

streets. Glancing out our 
windows we frequently 
see dog walkers, runners, 
cyclists, strollers and the 
busy legion of parcel de-
livery trucks.

One of the highlights of 
the week for my kids is the 
weekly visit of the munici-
pal garbage and recycling 
truck. Not surprisingly, 
the city recently reported 
that the crews were collect-
ing more waste and recy-
cling material than usual 
given the higher number 
of homebodies.

Pent up at home we are 
hauling more garbage and 
recycling to the curb. Given 
the higher quantity of 
weekly garbage, the price 
tag for waste collection is 
on the rise. The increase 
in cost can be attributed 

to the fact the city pays the 
waste collection contrac-
tors for their service by the 
weight of material they 
haul to the dump.

It is a fair pricing method 
given the varying quan-
tities of waste left at the 
curbside. Walk down your 
street on any given gar-
bage day to see the range 
of large and small quanti-
ties of household garbage. 
The assorted trash heaps 
includes all kinds of items 
such as old mattresses, 
toys, bikes and furniture – 
you name it.  

Although the city col-
lects some revenue from 
recycled material such as 
aluminum cans, it is not 
enough to offset the cost of 
refuse materials destined 
for the landfill.

There is also some rev-
enue for the city coffers 
from the scrap metal that 
can be collected once it 
reaches the dump. Scrap 
metal can take the form 
of old appliances, barbe-
cues and metal parts in all 
shapes and forms.

In any one year, the city 
collects a modest amount 
of revenue from the scrap 
metal collected. The finan-
cial windfall varies based 
on the market value. 

During my time at city 
hall I asked if we could 
maximize the scrap metal 
revenue to help give the 
ratepayers a break on their 
tax bill. I was told the city 
had some stiff competition 
for the discarded items left 
at the curb.

You may have seen 

scavengers on your street 
with their pick-up trucks. 
Or you may have noticed 
that a re-usable item left at 
the curb was gone by the 
next morning. 

Technically, the city’s 
bylaws prohibit curbside 
scavenging. However, the 
removal of loose and un-
contained items such as 
“bulky items, furniture and 
similar items” is permitted. 

The provisions are con-
sistent with the objective 
of reducing the amount of 
waste going to landfill. Like 
it or not, these scavenging 
entrepreneurs help ex-
pand the life of our grow-
ing landfills.

No one wants a new dump 
in their backyard. The 
scavengers are effectively 
the silent and stealthy part-
ners in our city’s waste-di-
version strategy.

If someone will pick up 
an old couch for free then 

taxpayers are better off and 
it is one less item destined 
for the landfill. If the scav-
enger can resell the item 
for re-use there are green 
benefits. The second-hand 
thrift market also helps 
low-income families that 
may rely on affordable 
used goods. 

The downside is that 
the scavengers take away 
some of the treasures that 
could be scrapped for cash 
by the city.

With all of the city’s pri-
orities and pressures, it 
would be hard to justify 
the resources to enforce a 
ban on scavenging and the 
mobilization of a “garbage 
police” force. 

It is a dirty job and one of 
those cases where you take 
the good with the bad. 

Steve Desroches is a for-
mer City of Ottawa coun-
cillor and deputy-mayor.

OP-ED: Take the good with the bad

Nothing has hap-
pened in the almost four 
months we have been 
isolated indoors to fix the 
public confidence in our 
nine-month-old light rail 
transit system.

OC Transpo boss John 
Manconi, when prodded 
at the recent transit com-
mission meeting, said he 
is not confident Rideau 
Transit Group , which was 
handed a 30-year main-
tenance contract for the 
Confederation Line, will 
fix all that ails it by the end 
of August.

The reason for his 
skepticism?

“Because they have not 
confirmed to us in writ-
ing that they can achieve 

that date.”
And we learned too that 

the city is in the middle of 
a disagreement between 
RTG and its partners. 

The city’s transportation 
czar said the construc-
tion arm of RTG says the 
infrastructure is “perfect 
and fine” and the makers 
of the train, Alstom, say 
their vehicles are “perfect 
and fine.”

In other words the two 
are pointing fingers at 
each other.

Council will get an up-
date behind closed doors 
at its July 15 meeting 
where it is likely they will 
hear what it would cost 
to get out from under the 
$1-billion maintenance 

contract with RTG.
RTG was likely smart 

enough to get the city to 
sign off at each stage of 
the project leaving the 
municipality in a tenu-
ous position to walk away 
now from the agreement.

In all likelihood the con-
tracts between the parties 
have mandatory arbitra-
tion in case of disputes. If 
so, this should move for-
ward immediately.

We have a suspicion that 
RTG-RTM may have out-
witted city management, 
suggesting senior staff 
and their consultants 
were not likely up to the 
job, putting the city in the 
tenuous position it finds 
itself in now.

With no doubt there 
will be a hefty penalty 
to break ties we would 
suggest the city stay the 
course.

But at the same time it 
should engage expert 
outside legal counsel to 
do an expedited inde-
pendent review of the 
project. 

This would involve a 
deep-dive into issues 
regarding non-perfor-
mance and other liabili-
ties including advice 
given by the legal team 
on the transit file which 
had the city acquiescing 
at different stages.

The public doesn’t trust 
the city to get to the bot-
tom of this themselves.

Public has lost trust
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Please visit my website at
www.councillorallanhubley.ca for

updates and you can reach me by email at
allan.hubley@ottawa.ca

or for more urgent matters, please
contact my offi  ce at 613-580-2752.

IT’S OFFICIALLY SUMMER! 
Normally we would have gotten together at the 

Kanata Recreation Complex to celebrate Canada Day 
but sadly, with COVID-19 restrictions that celebration 
will have to wait until next year. 

Following with provincial guidelines, many shops and 
services have reopened. If you are planning to get rid 
of your COVID hair or enjoy a cold drink on the patio 
of a local restaurant, remember to follow the guidelines 
laid out by Ottawa Public Health. 

Wear a mask, wash your hands and when you can 
remain two metres apart. 

Testing for COVID-19 is now available to all residents. 
You can visit Assessment Centres at Brewer Park arena 
or the COVID-19 Care Clinics at 595 Moodie Dr.  or 
1485 Heron Rd.

Despite the pandemic, construction work continues in 
Kanata South. 

Some of the major projects that are underway now 
include the Kanata South Link, new sidewalks and 
sidewalk repair work and the Eagleson Rd. Valve 
Chamber replacement project which will require some 
lane reductions along Eagleson this summer. Full details 
about these projects can be found on my website.

I’m very pleased to announce that the repaving of the 
parking lot at the Kanata Recreation Complex (KRC) 
is now complete as well. The much-needed overhaul 
was able to move forward quickly as the KRC has been 
closed due to the pandemic. Visit my website www.
CouncillorAllanHubley.ca to see an amazing look 
at this project form start to fi nish condensed into a 3 
minute time lapsed video which was made by one of 
the employees at the KRC. Thanks so much for sharing 
the video Steve B!

Recently, we welcomed Miller Waste Systems 
as our new waste removal company. They joined 
our community in a big way, helping to celebrate 
Bridlewood resident Wyatt’s 2nd birthday. Wyatt loves 
garbage trucks, so Miller Waste Systems put together a 
parade of trucks, allowing Wyatt a chance to sit in one. 
So far, the feedback regarding our new waste removal 
has been very positive. If you experience any issues, 
please feel free to contact my offi ce. 

Enjoy the summer and be safe!

Gateway Business Park | 300 March Rd., Suite 601, Kanata, ON  K2K 2E2
Phone: 613-592-6290 | amk-law.ca

Real Estate | Mortgages | Wills & Estates | Small Business Matters

AdamMillerKelly P r o f e s s i o n a l  C o r p o r a t i o n
Lawyers

Mary Miller Jennifer Gaspar Robert Pacan

Providing legal 
services to 
Kanata-Stittsville 
and surrounding 
areas for more 
than 30 years.

Other lands at risk if 40% agreement doesn’t stand
BY ANIL  JHALLI

Denis Bourque has lived 
in Beaverbrook  for de-
cades, enjoying the sights, 
the sounds and the sur-
rounding  greenspace. 

Like many of his fellow 
Kanata North residents, 
Bourque felt the sting of a  
proposed development an-
noucement in December 
of 2018. 

ClubLink, the operator 
of the Kanata Lakes Golf 
and Counrty Club, wants 
redevelop golf course 
lands,leading to wide-
spread opposition from 
Kanata North residents 
who want  a decades-old 
agreement honoured that 
was to keep the land as 
greenspace forever.

As the City of Ottawa and 
ClubLink prepare for a vir-
tual court hearing in July 
to uphold the 40 % agree-
ment, Bourque is helping 
to rally the community be-
hind the cause. 

“Just chatting with people, 
neighbours, friends and 
most of them aren’t really 
aware that this issue goes 
beyond the golf course be-
cause that’s what everyone 
has been talking about, it’s 
been the main focus,” said 
Bourque. “The golf course 
lands are part of a bigger 
picture.”

Bourque recently made a 
presentation at the Kanata 
Beaverbrook Community 
Association’s annual gen-
eral meeting, held online 

due to the current global 
pandemic, where he pre-
sented his research on the 
overall impact the agree-
ment has on other lands in 
Kanata North. 

The agreement states 
that certain lands would 
be used for development 
as long as a certain per-
cent would be preserved 
for greenspace. 

“If this agreement is in-
validated in any way, it al-
ters the greenspace in our 
community in a way that 
I don’t think people really 
understand,” continued 

Bourque.”
Trillium Woods is an area 

located within the original 
lands that are part of the 
40 % agreement, one of 
the many open spaces in 
Kanata North that could 
be impacted should the 
agreement become null 
and void. 

Neil Thomson, president 
of the Kanata Beaverbrook 
Community Association, 
feels if ClubLink were to 
win its court fight, there 
is a risk a developer could 
turn its sights on Trillium 
Woods.

“If the agreement doesn’t 
hold up, what’s there to stop 
developers from coming in 
and looking at these lands,” 
continued Thomson. 

Marianne Wilkinson, 
former Mayor of Kanata, 
expects the hearing in-
volving the City of Ottawa 
and ClubLink over the 40% 
agreement to have a high 
level of participants. 

The 40% agreement will 
be contested in a virtual 
hearing on July 8, 9 and 10. 

The Kanata Greenspace 
Protection Coalition, a non 
for profit group uniting res-
idents in the battle against 
ClubLink, was granted in-
tervener status. 

“There will be  a lot of 
people watching,” said 
Wilkinson, adding a for-
mat to accommodate an 
expected high number of 
viewers is still being de-
cided. “People have been 
very much focused on the 
golf course, but there is cer-
tainly a greater impact.”

More information is avail-
able at kanatabeaverbrook.
ca. 

anil@ottawavoice.ca

Anil Jhalli photo
Denis Bourque, a longtime resident of Beaverbrook, made a presentation at the Kanata 
Beaverbrook Community Association’s virtual annual general meeting about the effects the 
40% agreement has on other pockets of greenspace in Kanata North. 
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613.595.1116 | BridlewoodRetirement.com 613.903.6136 | TimberwalkRetirement.com

Accepting new move-ins
We understand that times are challenging
right now. We want to help keep you safe,
happy and connected.

• If you need to move don’t wait! We’re open
 with suites available for immediate occupancy,
 and enhanced safety procedures in place.

• Contact Nancy at Bridlewood Trails
 or Cindy at Timberwalk to arrange
 a guided virtual tour. 

WE’RE OPEN
and here for you!

John Young students donate grad party money to different causes
BY ANIL JHALLI

Editor’s note: The phot-
graph provided was taken 
before the height of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

G r a d u a t i n g  s t u -
dents from John Young 
Elementary School de-
cided to donate the 
money dedicated to their 
year-end celebration to 
causes near and dear to 
their hearts. 

The graduation com-
mittee raised over $2,000 
to host a celebration for 
the class of 2020, but the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
erased any hopes of at-
tending large gatherings. 

The students were able 
to raise the money for 
their year end festivi-
ties by hosting events 
throughout the course of 
the school year. 

Instead of using the 
money for themselves 

(the idea of lawn signs, 
t-shirts and even having 
a virtual dinner celebra-
tion were all proposed) 
the grad committee of 20 
students decided to do-
nate the money to worth-
while causes. 

The decision came to 
split the money four ways. 
The beneficiaries were 
the school’s library, the 
Ottawa Humane Society, 
the United Way’s COVID-
19 Relief Fund and ac-
tions supporting Black 
Lives Matter. 

Caitlyn Grav, a teacher 
at John Young who is in-
volved with the school’s 
grad committee, said it 
was tremendous to see 
a group of kids who have 
been looking forward to 
celebrating their accom-
plishments with their 
friends, families, teach-
ers and peers display 
an act of kindness and 
selflessness. 

“They could have used 
that money for anything 
they wanted for them-
selves,” said Grav. “You 
feel for these kids who 
have been looking for-
ward for their moment 
and the fact they decided 
to do this makes me so 
proud of them. They are 
displaying already they 
are going to be leaders in 
some way.”

Zoe Landry and Bria 
Lennox, two graduating 
students at John Young, 
were happy to use their 
grad celebration money 
to inspire positive change.

“The fact there are peo-
ple at the front line at 
hospitals dealing with 
COVID-19 everyday, we 
were happy to help any 
way we can,” said Zoe. 

Bria said donating the 
money made the students 
feel good knowing they 
were helping to make a 
difference. 

“It really made us feel 
good and even though 
we  w a n t e d  t o  h a ve 

something for the grads, 
we couldn’t,” said Bria. 
“We wanted to show our 

thanks any way we can, 
and help any we can.”

anil@ottawavoice.ca

Photo courtesy of Caitlyn Grav
The graduation committee at John Young Elementary School decided to donate the money 
for their end of year graduation celebration, which was cancelled due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, to different causes and organizations important to them. The students were able 
to raise over $2,000 over the course of the school year. 
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All Saints staff go to great lengths to deliver lawn sign to grad
BY ANIL JHALLI

Jayden Stitt was coming 
home from work one Friday 
afternoon to a surprise and 
moment she won’t soon 
forget. 

Staff and teachers at All 
Saints Catholic High School 
spent one June afternoon 
delivering  signs to the grad-
uating class of 2020, and 
Jayden’s family home was 
the last stop on the list. But 
it was all part of a greater 
plan.  

Jayden and her family re-
cently moved to a home 
along the Mississippi Lake. 
Tracey MacPherson, one 
of Jayden’s teachers, owns 
a boat, and her husband 
fishes in the area where 
Jayden’s family lives. 

“I was joking with Tracey 
one day about using her 
husband’s boat to get 
Jayden her sign,” said 
Danielle Baillie, a mem-
ber of the All Saints library 
staff tasked with delivering 

Jayden her grad sign. “We 
were saying, if we can pull 
this off, it would be pretty 
cool and amazing and re-
ally make Jayden’s day.”

MacPherson was on board 
with the idea.  

“I just said I have a boat, 
so let’s do this, let’s make 
this happen,” recalled 
MacPherson about the 
conversation she had with 
her colleague. 

After getting the go-ahead 
from the school’s principal, 
who also came along for the 
boat ride, Jayden received 
her grad sign. 

“I need a real good reason 
to say no, and this was a 
yes all the way,” said Ryan 
Larose, principal at All 
Saints. “We wanted to give 
our students something 
special, something to try 
and remember this year. 
They won’t have a regular 
grad ceremony or celebra-
tion. And we haven’t seen 
them in forever with every-
thing that is going on. And 

this was really a chance to 
do something special and it 
was great to be part of that.”

Needless to say, Jayden 
was surprised and over-
come with emotion. On top 
of the sign, Jayden received 
some other swag. 

“I knew I was getting a 
sign, but this wasn’t what I 
had expected,” said Jayden, 
who will attend Dalhousie 
University in the fall. “I 
couldn’t believe when I saw 
they were coming by boat. 
It was so cool to see.”

Jayden’s mom, Elizabeth 
Baker, said she the lengths 
All Saints representatives 
went to get Jayden her sign 
was really a sight to see. 

“It shows that the teach-
ers and everyone involved, 
wanted to make sure that all 
these kids had something 
special to remember this 
year,” said Baker. “You can 
just see how happy Jayden 
was and it made her feel 
special. It was nice to see.”

anil@ottawavoice.ca

Photo courtesy of Elizabeth Baker
Staff and teachers at All Saints Catholic High School made sure that Jayden Stitt received 
her grad sign.

Anil Jhalli photo
Market Shopping

Sarah Putman, left, and Dylan Samuel, right, bought some fresh vegetables during a visit to 
the Kanata Farmers’ Market on Saturday, June 20. With added restrictions and policies in 
place due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Kanata Farmers’ Market is open every Saturday, 
from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at 745 Kanata Avenue in front of Best Buy. 
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EMA-LEE IS
RETIRING

!YA-HOO!

OPEN 7 DAYS AWEEK - 2 KM NORTH OF PERTH ON HWY. 511

SWIM SUITSSWIM SUITS $$5555 22//$$100100 33//$$130130
ALLALL EARRINGSEARRINGS

BUY 5 LADIES CLOTHINGBUY 5 LADIES CLOTHING
RECEIVE ONERECEIVE ONE FREEFREE

OPEN DAILY10AM - 4PM
COVID PRECAUTIONS IN PLACE

2 pairs2 pairs $$55

ALL LADIES CLOTHINGALL LADIES CLOTHING
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$15or 3/$30
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$35$35

Youth display talents in virtual showcase
BY ANIL JHALLI

After hosting two suc-
cessful virtual talent 
showcases for youth , the 
executive of the Kanata 
L a k e s  C o m m u n i t y 
Association is pondering 
whether to continue the 
events later in the year. 

T h e  K a n a t a  L a k e s 
Community Association 
held two online youth 
driven showcases  in  May 
and June. 

The events were aimed 
to give young people in 
the community (up to 
the age of 18), a chance 
to display their talents 
to people needing an es-
cape from the impact of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
which forced people to 
stay at home to help flat-
ten the curve . 

Participants were given 
one to two minutes for 
their performances, with 
viewers able to witness 
the talents through Zoom. 

The events were well 
attended, said Lianne 
Zhou, president of the 
Kanata Lakes Community 
Association, with the first 
showcase attracting a 
high number of viewers. 

“The weather got better, 

so we expected that more 
people would want to go 
outside especially after 
being inside for so long,” 
said Zhou of the second 
showcase which saw a 
light dip in participation. 
“But it was a big success 
and all the volunteers 
behind the scenes who 
helped put this together 
really showed that a com-
munity, we are stronger 
when we come together.”

Kanata-Carleton MP 
K a r e n  Mc C r i m m o n 
joined in to the most re-
cent showcase and was 
impressed with not only 
the talent from the par-
ticipants, but the strong 
sense of community 
Kanata Lakes residents 
displayed. 

“They just wanted a way 
to make people smile,” 
said McCrimmon of the 
community group’s effort 
to unite during a time of 
uncertainty and unrest. 
“Music and song can 
do that to people. It can 
give them an escape and 
these individuals were so 
talented and it was nice 
to share some joy with 
them.”

Cate Patterson was one 
of the performers for both 

events, and the 11-year-
old decided to showcase 
her skills on the piano. 
Kate also dances, and is 
participating in virtual 
dance showcases with 
her current dance school. 

“It was really cool just to 
see the different kind of 
music and performances 
there were,” said Cate, 
who said the virtual set-
ting helped her calm her 
nerves before it was her 
time to shine. “And it was 
really fun. If I had the 
chance, I would take part 
in it again.”

Pilar Balbuena, who 
helped organize the 
events, was impressed 
with how many people re-
sponded and were willing 
participants. 

“It was full of cultural 
enrichment and I learned 
more about the diversity 
in our community,” she 
said. “The different cloth-
ing and instruments and 
dances. It blew me away.”

Community association 
reps said that the plan is 
to take the summer off, 
and reconvene (using the 
rules of social distancing) 
in the coming weeks to 
discuss the event’s future. 

anil@ottawavoice.ca

Photo courtesy of Jenna Fyfe
Cate Patterson was one of the many young people participating in a series of virtual talent 
showcases for youth hosted by the Kanata Lakes Community Association. 
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As more businesses and services reopen, 
and with social gatherings increased to 
10 people, we all must continue our e
orts 
to protect each other.

Paid for by the Government of Ontario
Visit ontario.ca/coronavirus

Inside or out, stay safe. Save lives.

Practice physical distancing, 
stay two metres apart.2 m

Continue to wash hands frequently.

Get tested if you are worried you may 
have COVID-19, or have been exposed 
to the virus.

Wear a face covering when physical 
distancing is a challenge.
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Connor Lockhart working towards repping Canada on international stage
BY ANIL JHALLI

Connor Lockhart doesn’t 
know when he’ll get a shot 
at representing Canada on 
an international stage, 
but he’s out to prove he’s 
worth a recent Hockey 
Canada invite. 

The 17-year-old, born 
and raised in Kanata 
Lakes, was one of 46 play-
ers invited to Hockey 
Canada’s U18 selec-
tion camp with a shot 

at donning the coveted 
maple leaf for Team 
Canada in the 2020 Hinka 
Gretzky Cup, scheduled 
for August of this year. 

The tournament was un-
fortunately cancelled due 
to the world-wide COVID-
19 pandemic. 

“It is disappointing we 
didn’t a chance to an-
nounce the team and get a 
chance to play for Canada 
in such a great tourna-
ment,” said Connor. “It’s 

really humbling to even 
get invited in such a great 
program. Any time you 
have a chance to wear the 
Maple Leaf on your chest, 
it is an honour.”

Connor has had expe-
rience playing for Team 
Ontario in the past. 

Connor was one of 66 
players chosen to repre-
sent Canada at the 2019 
World Under 17 Hockey 
Challenge in November of 
last year in Medicine Hat, 

Alberta and Swift Current, 
Saskatchewan. 

“You dream about one 
day playing for your coun-
try,” said Connor, who was 
drafted third overall by the 
Ontario Hockey League 
(OHL)’s Erie Otters last 
spring. “I want to play in 
a World Juniors and the 
Olympics some day. Just 
to be part of that tradition 
and follow in the footsteps 
of some of the players I 
grew up watching would 
be a dream cone true.”

With the OHL’s season 
coming to an abrupt end 
due to the pandemic, 
Connor didn’t have a 
chance to finish his first 
season with the Otters the 
way he wanted. 

In 57 regular season 
games he collected nine 
goals and 18 assists for 27 
points. 

“We had such a great 
team, and I know the guys 
really wanted a chance to 
finish the season,” said 
Connor. 

Connor is gearing up 
for a new season with the 
Otters, training and prov-
ing that he earned his in-
vite to the U18 selection 
camp. 

Connor, a former All 
Saints Catholic High 
School student, said he’s 
adjusting to life away 
from home, thanks to 
the support of his billet 
family, and teammates 
and coaches of the Otters 
organization. 

anil@ottawavoice.ca

Condors keeping close during pandemic
BY ANIL JHALLI

It’s been 12 years since 
Jim Perkins founded the 
Capital City Condors with 
his wife, Shana. But the 
most recent season proved 
to be a challenge no one 
saw coming. 

The COVID-19 pandemic 
has cancelled many of the 
organization’s activities 
over the past four months, 
including a year-end party 
highlighting another suc-
cessful campaign. 

The goal of the organi-
zation, said Perkins, a 
longtime resident of Glen 
Cairn, was to give all kids, 
including those with de-
velopmental and physi-
cal challenges, a chance 
to play hockey . It started 
in 2008, with three kids 
signing up for the differ-
ent programs and events 
offered. 

Today, the Condors host 
130 players, giving them 
an opportunity to be part 

of something that wasn’t 
just about sports. The or-
ganization also boasts 
the support of 70 plus 
volunteers. 

Perkins said families from 
across Ottawa, and even as 
far as Gatineau, make the 
trek to be part of Condors 
activities at their home ice 
at the Jack Charron Arena 
in Glen Cairn.

“I think with these kids, 
and their families, it was to 
find a place to belong and 
be part of a family,” he said. 
“It’s the ability to feel wel-
comed and they have all 
embraced each other and 
have embraced what we 
are trying to accomplish.”

The Condors host nu-
merous fundraising events 
throughout the year, all in 
support of their mission to 
include everyone in active 
sports participation. 

One of its highly antici-
pated events has always 
been a charity golf tour-
nament hosted by former 

Ottawa Senator forward 
Kyle Turris, which was can-
celled this year due to the 
pandemic. Even though he 
was traded to the Nashville 
Predators years ago, Turris 
and his wife remain active 
with the Condors. 

Turris joins a long list of 
National Hockey League 
stars with ties to the 
Ottawa Senators organi-
zation that have embraced 
the Capital City Condors. 

“The support we have re-
ceived and continue to re-
ceive is astounding,” said 
Perkins. “The kids get so 
excited when they can talk 
to Kyle and all wear their 
jerseys. It’s always great to 
witness them when they 
can interact with someone 
they look up to.”

Perkins said the pan-
demic has forced the 
Condors family to adjust 
the way it operates, a chal-
lenge that certainly limits 

PLEASE SEE CLOSE, PAGE 11
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Sports

ROTARY CLUB OF
KANATA

 Condors Golf Raffle

A TRIP FOR 2 TO THE 150TH 
BRITISH OPEN GOLF CHAMPIONSHIP AT 

THE OLD COURSE IN ST ANDREWS, 
SCOTLAND IN JULY 2022 - VALUE $15,000

1st Prize 

 GOLF GETAWAY FOR 4 TO TREMBLANT
INCLUDES 3 ROUNDS OF GOLF AND 3 NIGHTS 

ACCOMMODATION OR $3,000 CASH

2nd Prize 

$1,000 CASH 3rd Prize 
Tickets $100 each

City of Ottawa Licence: M820364

Details And Raffle Tickets At:

CondorsGolfRaffle.com
Raffle Powered By: 70-110 Didsbury Rd. Kanata Ontario K2T 0C2 

tickets@condorsgolfraffle.com
(Must be 18 years of age or older to participate)ROTARY CLUB OF KANATA

ONLY 
600 TICKETS 

PRINTED

an organization that re-
lies heavily on social in-
teraction and personal 
development. 

The club’s co founder is 
proud of the way the play-
ers and their support net-
work have stuck together. 
They regularly participate 
in virtual calls to keep in 
contact to see how ev-
eryone is doing, while 
also hosting some online 
fundraisers. 

“It’s been a dramatic 
and uncertain time for 
all of us,” said Perkins. “It 
was one disappointment 
after another, you know, 
having to cancel every-
thing. We are doing what 
we can under the current 
times to stay in touch with 
everyone.”

While in-person fund-
raisers have had to be can-
celled, Perkins is thankful 
to the many community 
initiatives across the cap-
ital that continue to sup-
port the Condors, such 
as a campaign the Rotary 
Club of Kanata started 
four years ago. 

In 2017, the service club 
launched its own golf raffle 
that supports the Condors. 
The winner experiences 

an all-expense paid trip 
to a prestigious tourna-
ment like the Masters in 
Augusta, Georgia. 

This year ticket buyers 
get a chance to win a trip 
to witness the 2022 British 
Open. The 2020 raffle 
winner is heading to the 
British Open next year, 
as the world-wide pan-
demic has forced many 
sporting events to move 
forward without fans in 
attendance. 

“Clubs like the people 
with the Rotary Club have 
been so supportive and 
just remarkable for us,” 
said Perkins. “The people 
are so caring and they go 
out of their way to still hold 
this raffle every year. Even 
during these uncertain 
times, they continue to 

find a way to help us out.”
John Beard, a longtime 

member of the Rotary 
Club of Kanata, leads the 
charge in organizing the 
club’s golf raffle. The pop-
ular fundraising initiative 
has raised over $20,000 
annually for the Condors 
since it was launched.

“We could have not gone 
with the raffle this year, 
but it was never an op-
tion,” said Beard, adding 
that the pandemic has cer-
tainly affected sales this 
year. “We wanted to get 
this going, and really try 
by any means we could.”

At press time, Beard 
confirmed that roughly 
60 percent of tickets have 
been sold. 

“It’s starting to pick up, I 
think people want sports 
and want something to 
look forward to,” he added 
“And not only that, you 
buy a ticket, you support 
such a good cause that is 
important to our club.”

For more informa-
tion on the raffle, visit 
CondorsGolfRaffle.com. 
The deadline to purchase 
a ticket is October 7 with 
the draw scheduled one 
week later.  

anil@ottawavoice.ca
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Anil Jhalli photo
Jim Perkins founded the 
Capital City Condors with 
his wife, Shana. 
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COMMUNITY BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CALL 613-458-6423 x101 TO RESERVE YOUR SPOT!

Ottawa Valley Masonry

Free quote call Byron @ 613-720-6695

• Chimneys
• Window Sills
• Repointing

• Brick Replacement

• Steps
• Parging

Specializing in Masonry Repairs

EXCELLENT SERVICE

MASONRY

ROOFING

BH Roofing
ONE CALL DOES IT ALL

613-277-9713
www.bhroofing.ca

15 years Warranty
on labour

Over 30 years
experience

Fully insured
Free Estimates

ROOFING

Commercial or Residential
thewaterdoctor.ca • 613-880-0587

WE’RE THERE FOR YOU WHEN YOUR WATER BREAKS
� Plumbing
� Water Treatment
� Softeners
� U.V. Sterilizers
� Water Pumps
� Wells & Extensions

WATER

613-256-5129 • 3331 March Road, Carp
tcwater@tcwater.ca

•Water Softeners
•Iron/Sulphur Filters
•UV Systems
•Reverse Osmosis

•Pumps & Pressure Systems
•MOE Licensed Well Technicians
•30 YEARS IN BUSINESS
•FULLY INSURED

WATER

At Your
Service!

613-406-0353
mark@yardbutler.ca

� MAINTENANCE
� MANICURING
� DECKS & PATIOS
� ORGANIZING & MOVING
� SO MUCH MORE!

YARD MAINTENANCE

BELL PLUMBING
• Residential Installations and Repairs • Licensed and Insured

• Renovations • Custom Homes • Servicing the Area Since 1978

613-836-2736

PLUMBING

HUNT’S
PAINTING

Scott Hunt • 613-612-9727
hunts-painting@rogers.com

• FREE Estimates
• Drywall & minor repairs

BRINGING HOMES TO LIFE

PAINTING

Small Renos • Trim Install • Handyman • Spray painting • Small Repairs

PAINTING

Ray’s Tree Removal Service
• Trimming
• Stump Removal

Same Day / Emergency Service

Senior
Discount25%

FullyFully
InsuredInsured 613-850-4444

TREE SERVICES

We specialize in Residential

SHINGLE ROOFING         and         FLAT ROOFING
CRC Roof PRO certifi ed

Reasonable Rates • Free Estimates • Fully Insured
613-227-2298 • WWW.JSROOFING.CA

JS ROOFING
ROOFING

L.A. SICOLLI
MASONRY & RESTORATION

• Chimney Repairs • Window Sills • Custom Stone Work
• Repointing • Parging • Stone Foundation Wall Repairs

• Flagstone • Cultured Stone • Interlocking Stone

FREE Estimates
Luciano Sicoli, Owner • 613-859-4684

MASONRY

• Junk & Clutter Removal
• Estate & Moving Cleanouts
• Fences & Decks Torn Down
• Construction & Reno Debris
• Lawn & Garden Waste, Trees Cut
• Small Shed & Building Demolition

CHEAP RATES • NO-NONSENSE
ALWAYS AVAILABLE

613-899-7269

JUNK REMOVAL

ALL YEAR ROUND LANDSCAPING
RESIDENTIAL LANDSCAPE SERVICES

WWW.ALLYEARROUNDLANDSCAPING.CA

LAWNMOWING, HEDGE TRIMMING AND GARDEN MAINTENANCELAWNMOWING, HEDGE TRIMMING AND GARDEN MAINTENANCE
INTERLOCKING/NATURAL STONE LANEWAYS, WALKWAYS ,INTERLOCKING/NATURAL STONE LANEWAYS, WALKWAYS ,

STEPS, PATIOS, RETAINING WALLS, GARDEN WALLS,STEPS, PATIOS, RETAINING WALLS, GARDEN WALLS,
PVC/WOOD/STEEL FENCES & DECKS, SODDING/SEED LAWNS & MOREPVC/WOOD/STEEL FENCES & DECKS, SODDING/SEED LAWNS & MORE

Call today for a FREE estimate! 613-600-6717
email jeffrey@allyearround-landscaping.ca

LANDSCAPING

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE NOW!
ECRA & ESA Certified License #7004993

Email: centennial.electric@bell.net
Phone: (613) 229-1678 

Centennial Electric
• Commerical     • Residential

• Kitchen     • Basement

ELECTRICIAN
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COMMUNITY BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CALL 613-458-6423 x101 TO RESERVE YOUR SPOT!

The Odd Job Man

Drywall & repairs•Tile & fl oor•Deck & fence
Carpentry work•Kitchen & bath•Painting
Plumbing & electrical• Garden & design

THERE IS NO JOB TOO SMALL FOR US!

www.theoddjobman.ca•613-220-5488•info@theoddjobman.cawww.theoddjobman.ca•613-220-5488•info@theoddjobman.ca

HANDY MAN

FENCES & DECKS
Sales•Installation•Repairs

to All Types And Sizes of
Fences•Decks•Railings•Interlock•Landscaping

info@diamondview.ca or 613 227 8608
2510 Old Second Line Rd Kanata

DECKS & FENCES

Fully Insured. Independently Owned and Operated in Ottawa since 1998. *Electrical work performed by ECRA contractors.

613-723-5021
Ottawa.handymanconnection.com

Carpentry • Electrical* • Plumbing
Kitchen & Bath Remodels

• Painting • General Repairs

One Call Gets the Things 
You Want Done...DONE!

HANDY MAN

Dwell Tectonics Ltd.
• Renovations • Restorations • Bathrooms

• Kitchens • In-Law Suites • Basements
• Water Damage Repair

Richard Balon
rpbalon@gmail.com•613-220-1594

References available•Insured•Serving Ottawa for Over 30 Years

HOME IMPROVEMENT HOME IMPROVEMENT

WOW! RENOVATIONS

COMPLETE DRYWALL SERVICES
& RENOVATION PROJECTS

Mr. Doris Guay - 30 years experience
613-229-9101 • doris.guay33@gmail.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

PERKINS DECKS
Custom Made Decks
Red Cedar, Pressure Treated

FREE Estimates • Fully Insured
25 Year Experience

613-761-0671
www.perkinsdecks.com

DECKS

COVERS INSTALLED
Eavestrough Cleaning
Minor Repairs for Soffit & Fascia
WINDOW CLEANING
Free Estimates – All Work Guaranteed
613-852-0425

EAVESTROUGH & GUTTER CLEANING
EAVESTROUGH

HOME IMPROVEMENT

GIO RENOVATIONS
Your Complete Home Improvement and Renovation Specialist

KITCHENS • BASEMENTS • BATHROOMS
References Available Upon Request

FREE IN-HOME ESTIMATES
Licensed • Insured • Over 15 Years Experience

613-407-6645 • WWW.GIORENO.COM

Credit
Cards

Accepted

• Interlock Stone Driveways
• Interlock Retaining & Garden Walls
• Interlock Patios & Walkways
• Interlock Repair
• Grub Damage - Sod Repair

FREE ESTIMATES
613-226-8858

Property Maintenance

INTERLOCK

GOT GRUBS

BOOK IN JULY
SAVE THE HST

INTERLOCK

ALPINE INTERLOCKINGALPINE INTERLOCKING
613-832-7233613-832-7233

Serving Ottawa and Area over 30 years!Serving Ottawa and Area over 30 years!

Free EstimatesFree Estimates
alpineinterlocking@gmail.comalpineinterlocking@gmail.com

INTERLOCK

VISIONVISION
IRON WORKSIRON WORKS

Steel custom-made railings and wall railings.
For everyone you care about. Safety goes a long way.

TERRY • 613-796-2539

3 SWEETNAM DR., BUILDING 1. #144, STITTSVILLE
VISIONIRONWORKS@GMAIL.COM WWW.VISIONIRONWORKS.COM

FREE ESTIMATES

IRON WORKS

A1 CARPENTRY
GENERAL CONTRACTORS

CALL PHIL 6138289546

ALL TYPES OF RENOVATIONS
Finished Basements, Bathrooms, Kitchens, Flooring,
Framing, Drywall, Painting, Baseboards, Windows,

Doors, Decks, Fences and More!FR
EE

 ES
TI

M
AT

ES

35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

CARPENTRY COMPUTERS
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WE	ARE	NOW	OPEN!
ALL	OUR	STAFF	HAVE	BEEN	
COVID-TRAINED	TO	KEEP	
OUR	CUSTOMERS	SAFE

WINDOWS	*	DOORS	*	PATIO	DOORS

5906	Hazeldean Road
613-271-5434

admin@stittsvillewd.ca

MILITARY	
DISCOUNT

SENIORS	
DISCOUNT

THANK	YOU	FOR	SUPPORTING	
LOCAL	AT	THIS	DIFFICULT	TIME

Local dancer poppin his way to stardom
BY ANIL JHALLI

At the age of 16, Ethan 
Burden is quickly becom-
ing one of Canada’s fastest 
rising stars in the world of 
dance. 

The Bridlewood resi-
dent and student at Holy 
Trinity Catholic High 
School was recently fea-
tured on an episode of 
The Move, a dance show 
on CBC now in its third 
season. 

“My parents knew when 
I was young that I wanted 
to dance and was inter-
ested in dancing,” said 
Ethan. “So I joined an all 
boys hip hop class. It was 
so cool and something 
new to try.”

Ethan made the decision 
at the time to give up play-
ing hockey and give his all 
to his new love for the art 

of dancing.
“I was putting in the 

work,” he said. “I wanted 
to perfect every move. 
Every motion. And I was 
motivated.”

Ethan has been focusing 
on the dance style known 
as poppin that started in 
the late 1960s and 1970s 
that displays sudden tens-
ing and sharp movements 
to match the rhythm and 
beats of the music. 

He has taken what he has 
learned – from online vid-
eos, classes and by watch-
ing other dancers - and 
has created his own spin 
on poppin by introducing 
his own move called The 
Wave. 

“I have been growing 
and learning new things 
everyday,” said Ethan. 
“I’m learning new ways 
to move my body, to have 

control and move it to 
what I am dancing to. 
There are ways to move 
and make it look cool. 
And with The Wave, ev-
erything has to be fluid in 
the same motion. 

It starts with one arm 
and just has to look like it’s 
going through your chest 
and across your body to 
your other arm. It looks 
clean. It has to flow.”

Et h a n’s  d a d ,  Pe t e r 
Burden, said his son’s 
competitive spirit and 
determination to master 
his craft has been inspir-
ing to watch.  

“He is working hard all 
the time and he just con-
tinually amazes me,” said 
Peter. “He’s always com-
ing up with ideas and 
always working on new 
things.”

anil@ottawavoice.ca

Photo courtesy of Peter Burden
Ethan Burden has been dancing since he was very young, perfecting the craft which eventually 
got him featured an a CBC program highlighting some of Canada’s talented young dancers. 
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shopSafety.ca
Serving the local community for over 35 years!

Skip the lineups and shop our secure online store

shopSafety.ca carries:

Safety Supplies
Personal Protection Equipment

Storage & Handling
Janitorial Supplies

Automotive Supplies
SSpill Response Products
Welding & Metalwork
Packaging & Shipping 

Tools

shopSafety.ca        3570 Twin Elm Road, Richmond, ON  K0A 2Z0              613 838 9300

LOCAL PICK UP OR SHIPPING AVAILABLE

Cedar Ridge students on a mission to support women’s shelter
BY ERIN McCRACKEN

Three local teens are 
learning that small actions 
can lead to a meaningful 
impact.

Jerra Puchala, Aislynn 
MacLean and Isabella 
LaPalme – all Grade 12 
students at Cedar Ridge 
High School in Kanata 
South – are creating care 
packages for women and 
children living at Chrysalis 
House, a west-end shelter 
for self-identified women 
and their dependents es-
caping domestic violence 
and abuse. 

Called ‘Purple Packs,’ 
they include diapers, 
pull-ups and underwear 
for the children and in-
fants, as well as sand toys, 
outdoor toys, activity and 
colouring books, bath 
items, swaddle blankets, 
bibs, pacifiers and sippy 
cups. For the women, 
there are period products, 
bubble bath, facial masks, 
nail polish and personal-
ized items, such as head-
phones, a yoga mat and 
painting supplies.

“We wanted to make sure 

that these were going to be 
a gift, not just something 
that they needed,” said 
Isabella.

Their idea came together 
earlier this year when their 
Impact class teacher, 
Carolyn Grainger, asked 
the students to develop 
grassroot change-making 
organizations.

Jerra founded Bio Birth 
Box to develop biode-
gradable birthing supply 
kits for women in India 
with a goal of reducing 
environmental and bio-
hazard waste and im-
proving healthy outcomes 
for mothers and their 
newborns.

Aislynn and Isabella de-
veloped Menstrottawa 
to improve access to ex-
pensive period products 
and alleviate the stigma 
around menstruation. 
The pair connected with 
city councillors to lobby 
for free access to sanitary 
products in city facilities, 
such as libraries and com-
munity centres.

They found support in 
Kanata North Councillor 
Jenna Sudds, who has 

asked city staff to study 
the feasibility and cost of 
a pilot project in select 
facilities.

The COVID-19 pandemic 
prompted the trio to join 
forces and focus their 
plans locally.

Jerra considered a dia-
per drive and Aislynn and 
Isabella wanted to collect 
period products. They 
learned about Chrysalis 
House and developed 
their Purple Packs idea for 
the residents.

Sudds chipped in by pro-
viding menstrual products 
donated by residents. Jerra 
reached out to fellow Carp 
resident, West Carleton-
March Councllor Eli El-
Chantiry, who has been 
spreading the word on so-
cial media.

The three friends have 
learned what it takes to 
make a difference in the 
lives of others.

“It’s really not that diffi-
cult to make an impact,” 
said Jerra. “You just have 
to start and you have to 
reach out to people. I’m 
learning you have to make 
connections with people 

… because you can’t get 
anywhere by yourself.”

Aislynn said passion is 
key.

“There’s definitely chal-
lenges along the way but 
you can overcome them,” 
the 17-year-old. “If you 
have a goal and you’re 
really passionate, those 

challenges won’t really 
matter as much.”

Isabella said she has 
learned more than she 
ever expected.

“Even starting small, you 
don’t realize how big that 
small thing that you’ve 
done can actually create 
this massive ripple effect,” 

she said. 
Items are still being col-

lected for the Purple Packs. 
To donate, please arrange 
to drop off or have items 
picked by sending an 
email to biobirthbox@
gmail.com or menstrot-
tawa@gmail.com.

emccracken@ottawavoice.ca

Photo courtesy of Jerra Puchula
Jerra Puchala, 18, is one-third of a collaboration that has been generating donated supplies to 
create gift packages for the women and children staying at Chrysalis House.

Photo courtesy of Jerra Puchula
Aislynn MacLean, 17, left, and Isabella LaPalme, 18, are working with Jerra on the Purple 
Packs initiative.
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HAZELDEAN GARDENS RETIREMENT RESIDENCE
6130 Hazeldean Road, Stittsville K2S 2M2         www.hazeldeangardens.ca

Call 613-903-6949 for more information

Th e Ott awa area’s premier
retirement residence located

nearby in the heart of Stitt svill e

ARE YOU CONSIDERING
RETIREMENT
RESIDENCE LIVING,
BUT CONCERNED
ABOUT MOVING?

For a limited time, Hazeldean Gardens is offering a turn-key solution 
that will not only make your move as easy as possible, but you can

SAVE $10,000
If you have a home to sell, market conditions indicate this is an 
ideal time and we can provide the following comprehensive 
package of services:

• Staging and professional photography to achieve the best result.
• Property maintenance while your home is listed for sale.
• Sanitizing for COVID-19 before and after each showing.
• Packing and moving services.
• Deferred rent while your home is for sale, which means that you 

can move immediately and pay no rent until your home sells.

If you don’t have a home to sell, or you don’t require all of these 
services, any unused portion of our $10,000 offer can be applied as 
a credit to your rent.


