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Stars On Ice

The Glen Cairn Skating Club honoured several skaters, including Makya Bertrand, left,  Mateen Zabihi, centre, and Madison McAllister, right, during a virtual annual general meeting last 
month. For more on this story, please see page 11.

Photos courtesy of Chris Butler

‘Devil in the details’ says public school board chair
BY PATRICK UGUCCIONI

The chair of the Ottawa- 
Carleton District School 
Board says there is a lot of 
work to do over the next 
month to prepare class-
rooms for the province’s 
school restart plan in 
September.

Everybody at this point at 

the local level is scrambling 
to get all the details together, 
said Lynn Scott.

“With any of these things, 
the devil is in the details,” she 
told this newspaper min-
utes after watching the live 
broadcast where Premier 
Doug Ford was joined by 
Minister of Education 
Stephen Lecce in unveiling 

the plan to get kids back in 
school before Labour Day.

Board officials were not 
briefed on the specifics 
ahead of the official release 
July 30.

“We need the details to 
know what we will be work-
ing with to make sure we are 
in fact ready for the begin-
ning of school in September 

and to do it in as safe a way 
as we possibly can and in a 
way that is good for kids,” 
said Scott. 

Elementary schools will 
reopen with in-class in-
struction five days a week. 
Most secondary schools 
will start the school year in 
an adapted model of part-
time attendance with class 

cohorts of up to 15 students 
alternating between attend-
ing in-person and online. 

For both elementary and 
secondary students, in-
person school attendance 
will be optional for the 2020-
2021 school year. School 
boards will offer remote 
learning for all students who 
choose this option.

Students from Grade 4-12 
and school staff will be re-
quired to wear masks.

The city’s chief medical 
officer of health, Dr. Vera 
Etches, said last month she 
favoured sending students 
of all ages back to school in-
person five days a week.

Believing the risk of 
PLEASE SEE CHAIR, PAGE 10 
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Lawyers

Mary Miller Jennifer Gaspar Robert Pacan

Providing legal 
services to 
Kanata-Stittsville 
and surrounding 
areas for more 
than 30 years.

Golf course hearing concludes
BY ANIL JHALLI

A decision on the fu-
ture of a prized piece of 
greenspace in Kanata 
North now rests in the 
hands of the legal system. 

The long awaited court 
hearing between the City 
of Ottawa and ClubLink 
over the 40-per-cent 
agreement took place 
over a three-day period 
in early July in a virtual 
setting.  

ClubLink announced 
in December of 2018 its 
plans to partner with 
Richcraft and Minto to re-
develop the Kanata Lakes 
Golf and Country Club. 
The community rallied 
to preserve the greens-
pace that has been pro-
tected as open space by 
an agreement forged 40 
years ago. 

ClubLink officially sub-
mitted an application to 
the City last fall, which 
calls for a mix of residen-
tial housing and apart-
ment units. 

During the online court 
hearing,  the Kanata 
Greenspace Protection 
Coalition (KGPC) was 
granted intervener status.

“We were as pleased as 
we could be with how 
the hearing went,” said 
Barbara Ramsay, the 
chair of the KGPC, a non 
for profit group formed in 
opposition of ClubLink’s 
plans.  “I feel we were a 
difference maker and we 

brought our arguments, 
brought our case for-
ward and now, it’s up to 
the judge.”

Geoff McGowan, presi-
dent of the board of the 
KGPC doesn’t  doubt 
Kanata North residents 
would have packed a live 
courtroom setting. 

At one point, over 200 
people followed online 
as the virtual hearing got 
underway. 

“That’s not surprising, 
to see the numbers in the 
hundreds,” continued 
McGowan. “We knew 
there would be interest 
from our community.”

Neil Thomson, presi-
d e n t  o f  t h e  Ka n a t a 
Beaverbrook Community 
Association, anticipates 
an appeal once a decision 
is made. 

“It’s the nature of the 
game we find ourselves 
in,” said Thomson. “This 
is just the first step, it’s 
going to be a marathon 
and we have been saying 
that from the start.”

Kanata North Councillor  
Jenna Sudds said while 
she is no legal expert, she 
is optimistic about a rul-
ing favouring the Kanata 
North community that 
has expressed great dis-
appointment and con-
cern with development 
plans for the Kanata 
Lakes Golf and Country 
Club.   

“It could be weeks, it 
could be months, it is 

really anyone’s guess,” 
said Coun. Sudds. “The 
court hearing, while it’s 
welcoming news and 
we finally saw our day in 
court, is now one step in 
what we are preparing 
to be a lengthy and long 
process.”

The developers behind 
the plans  recently sub-
mitted revisions to the 
proposal, which calls for  
more open space and a 
modification to the hous-
ing units on the site. 

The original proposal 
detailed plans surround-
ing 1,502 new residen-
tial units (single family 
homes, townhouses and 
apartments). 

A revised plan from 
ClubLink raises  the 
housing units to 1,544, 
replacing many of the 
townhouses that are 
back to back with stacked 
townhouses. 

The number of detached 
homes goes from 545 to 
630. 

The plan  also intro-
duces a fourth park, 
roughly 1.72 acres in size, 
while revising the origi-
nal ‘neighbourhood park’ 
concept to retain the ma-
jority of an existing wood-
lot area. 

For more detail on the 
revisions, visit ottawa.
ca. Comments are due by 
August 31, and can be ad-
dressed to kanatalakes@
ottawa.ca.

anil@ottawavoice.ca
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Independent Living  |  Residential Care  |  Physical Assisted Living  |  Memory Care

Suites available, contact Nancy
today at 613-595-1116 for details

Located 2 minutes from the Superstore at 480 Brigitta Street in Kanata | BridlewoodRetirement.com

Your all-inclusive lifestyle includes:

• Thoughtfully designed spacious suites

• Three freshly prepared gourmet meals

• Emergency pendant supported by our

 24/7 On-site nursing team

• Recreational programs with daily activities

• Main lounge with inviting fireplace and

 grand piano for live entertainment

• Exercise room equipped with treadmill,

 bike and flat-screen TV

• Heated underground parking to keep

 you warm and dry despite the weather

1 BEDROOM
515 SQ. FT.
$4490/MO.
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Popular church events moving forward 
with changes due to pandemic

BY ANIL JHALLI

A pair of well known 
events at the Kanata 
United Church (KUC) 
will proceed with added 
safety measures in place 
due to the current global 
pandemic. 

Originally scheduled in 
May indoors, the KUC’s 
annual Flea Market and 
Bake Sale has been moved 
to September 19 outside 
on the church’s property. 

Provincial guidelines 
allow a maximum of 100 
people for large outdoor 
gatherings, as long as 
physical distancing and 
other precautions are 
followed. 

Penny Gelinas, chair of 
the KUC outreach com-
mittee, said the relaxed 
rules in place for Phase 3 
of the province’s economic 

recovery was welcoming 
news to church volunteers.

“We had to consider 
maybe cancelling if things 
got worse,” she said. 

Volunteers are now ac-
cepting donations that 
can be dropped off every 
Sunday and Monday be-
tween 1:00 p.m. and 4:00 
p.m. until September 6 
outside the front doors 
of the church. Volunteers 
will be waiting to take the 
items to be sorted.

“One of the things we de-
cided is that we still have to 
focus on the community, 
especially at a time like 
this,” said KUC Reverend 
Cindy Casey. “Our out-
reach committee is dedi-
cated and very proud of 
the work they do and is 
becoming creative with 
how we can continue to 
do that.”

The annual book fair that 
attracts thousands, includ-
ing many out-of-towners, 
will go forward next year 
but will be pushed past the 
usual February time frame 
into the spring, although 
an exact date has not been 
decided.

Organizers are wait-
ing on further instruc-
tions from the provincial 
government. 

“Anything can change, 
we are always getting new 
information all the time,” 
said Shannon DuBois, a 
coordinator with the book 
fair. “There could be new 
guidelines coming in, and 
we need to make sure it’s 
safe for everyone.”

While logistics are still 
being planned, book do-
nations are now being 

PLEASE SEE EVENTS, PAGE 8
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EDITORIAL

OP-ED: School’s out and my 
autistic children thriving

BY GENEVIEVE HARTE

In the weeks leading up 
to Covid-19, my middle 
child had daily episodes 
of aggression, epic melt-
downs, and often, violent 
tantrums. 

A few times I actually con-
sidered calling 911, fear-
ing for my safety. In the 
last year, he has expressly 
stated that he wanted to kill 
himself and that he should 
die. He is only six years old.

As the March Break camps 
started cancelling and we 
learned of school closures, 
my first thought was not 
about work and juggling 
everything, it was complete 
and total fear and panic. I 
was not afraid of the virus 
or the economy; I realized 
I was afraid of my own chil-
dren. Moreover, with a first 

responder partner, I essen-
tially became a solo-parent 
overnight.

In a pre-COVID week, 
the kids were in school for 
six hours daily, and mine 
have therapy for six hours 
on Saturdays. On Sundays 
we often need help for a 
few hours at home just to 
get basic things done like 
laundry or cooking. Those 
six hours of quiet are cru-
cial for me to recover from 
the previous 15 hours of 
parenting two small autis-
tic children. It was the bare 
minimum I needed to sur-
vive, and it was about to 
disappear. I was terrified.

The Internet was lit-
tered with ideas for home 
schooling, juggling work 
priorities, and keeping 
kids occupied, but none 
of that was realistic for my 

children. There was not one 
piece of useful information 
that could help in my situ-
ation. I knew I couldn’t be 
the only one in this posi-
tion, but it felt like I was.

I quickly learned under 
quarantine the school sys-
tem is not only failing my 
children, it’s hurting them. 
Something happened in 
those first three weeks at 
home with my kids. First 
they started sleeping later 
than usual, not a lot, but 
enough to give them in-
creased rest. 

Then I noticed that their 
shirts were not being 
chewed or sucked on until 
they were soaked like we 
were used to seeing after 
school. The anxiety levels 
decreased more and more 

PLEASE SEE THRIVING, PAGE 5

Much of police criticism warranted
With policing costs a big 

slice of the overall city bud-
get, the temptation is to at 
least take a look at it.  

The problem of course 
is that it is almost entirely 
made up of salaries. So any 
deep cuts would have to 
come from the rank and file. 

History has seen reviews 
of calls for service and at-
tempts to eliminate unnec-
essary police responses. 

In days past these were 
as mundane as false alarm 
calls and the time involved 
in taking accident reports – 
that sort of thing.  The num-
ber crunchers even began 
to examine responses that 
were repetitive – calls over 
and over to the same loca-
tion – to see if some sort of 
proactive measure could 
reduce or eliminate these 
nuisance calls. 

Previous reviews prior to 
amalgamation looked for fat 
to trim in the senior ranks of 
the regional force and how 
many of those could be con-
sidered non-essential.

Operational areas were 
looked at with a view to what 
might be considered the 
least crucial. At one point, 
the entire traffic division 
was folded into operations 
to increase the frontline of-
ficer count while reducing 
but not eliminating traf-
fic patrol. In other words, 
radar traps and those kind 
of enforcement duties were 
delivered on an as available 
basis.

These are the kinds of his-
toric tinkering around the 
edges that have been done 
to reduce police budgets.

A lot is heard today about 
the mistakes police make 
when attending mental-
health calls.  

Much of the recent 

criticism is warranted for a 
couple of reasons. The re-
sponse to the call does not 
forewarn the 911 agent that 
the call involves a mentally 
ill person.  

It might be a loud radio or 
other kind of disturbance, 
a neighbour dispute or as-
sault. So, the officer does 
not know what he or she 
faces until they get there.  
Consequently, the selection 
of officer to attend is left to 
the luck of the draw and you 
might end up with someone 
lacking the skills to deal with 
the unstable individual.  

Like any organization, 
some people are better 
than others in communi-
cating with people, a nec-
essary skill when dealing 
with the mentally ill. That 
and patience.   

If you harken back to the 
issue of repetitive calls, you 
might get a glimpse of some-
thing amiss.  

For example, repetitive dis-
turbance calls to an address 
might be a sign someone is 
calling out for help. If you go 
through these calls they may 
offer clues where proactive 
measures might be taken. 
Sending an experienced 
mental-health professional 
makes more sense than an 
untrained officer.

Therein lies the issue of 
inadequate training. It has 
become painfully obvious 
communication or nego-
tiation skills are not part of 
the curriculum. From the 
911 operators to the offi-
cers responding, recruit-
ment and training need to 
improve and change. Those 
taking the call must send the 
right resource to the call, 
not the traditional or most 
convenient. 

And stop hiring former 

militia for frontline polic-
ing. Start making school-
ing or extensive experience 
in psychology and human 
behaviour a prerequisite 
for uniformed officers. And 
put the right support in the 
cruiser with the uniformed 
officer for obvious mental-
health calls.  

Too often the solution to 
a problem escalates to use 
of force involving pepper 
spray, tasers, physical con-
frontation and worse, shots 
fired, when de-escalation, 
or talking, might have dif-
fused a difficult encounter.  

We like to think the po-
lice are there to serve and 
protect. There is of course 
danger out there and force 
is sometimes needed to 
protect the public. But we 
don’t think police need to 
consider everyone they en-
counter a threat.  

This brings the argument 
back to training. If it is being 
delivered by a former or cur-
rently serving police officer, 
how much of that trainer’s 
biases gets imbedded into 
the training? 

How dangerous, we won-
der, do the trainers describe 
life on the street to the new 
recruit?  Put professionals 
trained in conflict resolu-
tion in those classrooms 
and remove the firearms 
and batons.

How training is delivered 
should move from foe to 
friend and what should not 
be lost is that most police 
encounters are with regu-
lar folks.

The police service is not 
a sacred cow and like any 
other city service, they 
should be able to figure out 
ways to deliver more with 
less and differently – within 
reason.
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Broadcasting August 6, 2020 at 7pm
Launch & watch amazing performances

on Facebook & Youtube
Our community’s kids are showcasing their talent to
raise funds that can be used to support children in

need & at risk; in lieu of ticket sales we are asking for
donations   http://tiny.cc/K4KDONATE

Virtual Talent 
Showcase

Please visit my website at
www.councillorallanhubley.ca for

updates and you can reach me by email at
allan.hubley@ottawa.ca

or for more urgent matters, please
contact my offi  ce at 613-580-2752.

Summer vacation continues here in Kanata South, however, things 
are a little different this year with COVID-19 being a big part of our 
everyday life. 

The city of Ottawa has entered Stage 3 of the reopening process, 
which means you can enjoy pools, playgrounds and sports fi elds. 
Many local restaurants have reopened as part of this stage as well, but 
if you plan on having a night out at any one of Kanata South’s many 
restaurants – remember to follow the Covid-19 safety guidelines and 
follow the recommendations set out by Ottawa Public Health.  More 
information can be found at OttawaPublicHealth.ca.

WARD BOUNDARY REVIEW UPDATE
During the last Council meeting before the summer break, we received 

an update on the ward boundary review. Five options were presented 
at the meeting on July 15, but council asked the consultants to develop 
a sixth option as well. 

Personally, I was very disappointed with the consultant’s recommen-
dation for our area which includes making Terry Fox the new boundary 
instead of the current boundary of the Carp river. This option would take 
Walter Baker Park, the Kanata Rec Centre, the Sensplex and the entire 
business park including old city hall, Costco, Movati and Home Depot 
and move them to Stittsville. In one other option they want to move the 
boundary from the highway to Hazeldean Road.  This would move all 
lands south of Hazeldean Road to Stittsville.

I will have more in this topic in my next newsletter and on my website. 
Starting later this month, residents will be able to provide feedback on 
these six options on Ottawa.ca.

PUBLIC INFORMATION ELECTRONIC
MEETING SEPT. 16TH

An application for rezoning has been fi led with the city for the prop-
erty at 33 Maple Grove, at the corner of Maple Grove and Mc-
Curdy.  The zoning application would facilitate the development of two 
three-storey apartment buildings.  Each building is planned to provide 
six two-bedroom units.  The buildings will face McCurdy, with access to 
a parking area off of Maple Grove. The buildings have been designed 
to be consistent with the zoning requirements of the existing R1 zone.

Details of the proposed application, including a Planning Rationale 
prepared by Novatech and preliminary design drawings prepared by 
Lara McKendrick Architecture will be posted on the city’s website. A 
virtual community meeting is being planned for Wednesday, Septem-
ber 16.  Details on how to attend this meeting will be available on my 
website shortly at www.councillorallanhubley.ca 

KANATA SOUTH LINK UPDATE
Over the coming months, work will continue on the Kanata South Link 

project. Along Old Richmond Road, construction of the multi-use path-
way, fi nal lift of asphalt will be paved including the roundabouts, line 
painting and signage installations will occur.

Once the paving through the roundabouts is complete, the ultimate 
two-lane roundabout confi guration including full activation of the PXO 
pedestrian crossings will be open and ready for use. Ditching, fenc-
ing, streetlighting and landscaping work will continue along West Hunt 
Club Road with the fi nal lift of asphalt expected in the fall. 

While it may be summer, my offi ce is always open. You can contact 
me by email at allan.hubley@ottawa.ca or call my offi ce at 613-
580-2752.

Optometric Receptionist Position:

Busy optometric clinic in Stittsville seeking a reliable, 
personable, hard-working full-time receptionist. 
Experience an asset but not required. Hours are 
Monday-Friday with at least one evening until 7pm. 
Candidates must be organized, mature, friendly, have 
a good telephone manner and eager to learn. Email 
resume to jobs@stittsvilleoptometry.com.

• Landscaping by a Professional Team
• Award Winning Company

40
YEARS

Matheson Landscaping Services LTD.
613-839-2730

mathesonlandscaping@rogers.com

•SHRUBS & TREES
       •SHAPING
             •PRUNING

with each passing day with 
no transitions. 

It’s common for autistic 
children to struggle with 
transitions, but I don’t 
think we ever fully under-
stood that the act of prep-
ping for and going to and 
from school were both 
huge transitions.

The two to three hours be-
fore and after school were 
always difficult, but it never 
occurred to me that it was 
because of those transi-
tions. Our six year old was 
already on medication 
and we diligently track his 
behaviour. 

In just two short weeks of 
not attending school, the 
aggression and meltdowns 
slowly faded away. The vio-
lence stopped and I haven’t 
had to lock myself in the 
bathroom to avoid harm. 
My kids even sometimes 

play together and coop-
erate, something we have 
never seen. 

There is light in my son’s 
eye for the first time in 
years. I am not terrified 
of my kids, I am terrified 
of just how far behind we 
are with disability rights in 
our schools. My kids are not 
the evil monsters that their 
school has made them out 
to be. All they needed was 
to feel safe and our school 
system is simply not built 
for that.

COVID-19 is publicly 
shining a bright light on so 
many system inequities. I 
wish this was one of them, 
but no one will ever see it. I 
always knew that our chil-
dren would do better with-
out societal expectations, 
but I never considered that 
forcing them to conform 
within an archaic educa-
tion system was actually 
harming them.

>>THRIVING, FROM PAGE 4

Siblings launch support group for youth
BY ANIL JHALLI 

A brother-sister duo from 
Kanata Lakes is getting 
a head start on the new 
school year and inspiring 
other young people along 
the way.

Allison Wang and her 
younger brother Edward 
started their own support 
group for youth and teenag-
ers. The goal is to advance 
their schooling and keep 
creative minds active over 
the summer school break. 

The two have gathered 
some of their closest friends 
to offer virtual courses for 
other young people. 

“I see this as an opportu-
nity to push forward and 
learn some new things,” 

said Allison, noting the pan-
demic has put a damper on 
most summer  plans.  “It’s 
finding a way to keep busy, 
but also, give back to some 
of the younger kids who 
want to learn.”

Launched in mid July, 
the Kanata Teenager 
Community Support 
Group is offering different 
programs for young people 
between the ages of six and 
17. 

Math lessons take place on 
Saturdays, piano lessons on 
Sundays, video editing on 
Wednesdays and a virtual 
coding class takes place on 
Tuesday evenings. 

The group just added a 
physics class on Thursday 
evenings and a chess club 
on Wednesday nights. 

The courses will run until 

the end of August, with 
youth from the community 
leading the virtual classes. 

The lessons give young 
people a chance to try 
something new, or further 
their skills in an area they 
are interested in, while 
keeping connected with 
people their own age. The 
group welcomes young 
people from across the 
country in addition to the 
local community. 

W h e n  t h e  c o u r s e s  
launched, the inaugural 
coding class saw over 80 
participants. On average, 
said Edward, the classes are 
seeing anywhere between 
10 to 20 people.

“It’s surprising, but at the 
same time, very nice to see 
how many people are join-
ing in,” said Edward. “We 
have been receiving lots of 
encouragement from peo-
ple our age and adults. It 
keeps us busy, and it keeps 
younger kids busy.”

 Contact kanata.tcsg@
gmail.com for more 
information.

anil@ottawavoice.ca

File photo
Allison Wang, left, and her brother Edward launched a 
support group for youth.
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Remember that 70s song, We are family.  It certainly 
feels like that at Trillium Floral Designs over on March Rd. 
Nestled in the hi-tech hub area, it’s now been 20 years since 
Diane Boyd opened the shop.  Diane’s been in the fl oral 
industry for over 30 years, Diane fi rst started by taking a 
fl oral design course which spurred her love of fl owers. She 
then started a home-based fl oral business while raising 
her 2 daughters, including Mandy who works at Trillium. 
Diane has always had an appreciation for local businesses 
and strives to stand out from the big box stores. Putting 
an importance on customer service, she has formed many 
relationships with her customers who have been coming in 
for the past 20 years. You’ll often fi nd Diane working hard 
at her desk, planning the next event or catching up with a 
regular customer.
Mandy started working for Trillium at the young age of 
14, cleaning fl owers and washing fl oors. 20 years later 
she is now the shop’s Wedding Coordinator and Marketing 
Manager. She has a passion for making her couples’ ideas 
a reality and loves to see their vision from beginning to 
end. Seeing the bride on her special day is an extra bonus!  
Mandy is always on the lookout for something new and 
different.
Whether you’re welcoming a new baby or celebrating a 
milestone, the family at Trillium would be happy to design 
a beautiful, custom arrangement for you and the recipient. 
Trillium Floral Designs has had the pleasure of providing 
many local companies with their fl oral needs. Looking for a 
pop of colour on your desk every morning or have a function 

you require centerpieces for? They can help. 
Along with creative and knowledgeable Designers, Trillium 
has been named one of the top fl orists in Ottawa and has 
won several Chamber of Commerce Business Awards. Being 
a preferred vendor to several prestigious establishments such 
as Brookstreet, The Marshes Golf Club, and Kanata Research 
Park, Trillium has provided fl orals to several celebrities. 
Some of these include Mariah Carey, John Mellencamp, 
Shania Twain, Eugene Melnyk, Marianne Wilkinson and 
Kanata’s own Sir Terry Matthews. Trillium is also a strong 
supporter of Ontario-grown fl owers and plants, some even 
coming from a local grower.
When the pandemic hit, Trillium really didn’t know what 
the future of their business was going to be. They made 
the choice to close their doors on March 24th. They still 
had to pay their bills and didn’t know when it would 
be safe to reopen again. When they did reopen in May, 
they were shocked that the orders were coming in at a 
steady rate. People wanted fl owers to cheer up their loved 
ones and themselves! Luckily with the many government 
programs offered during the pandemic, they have helped 
Trillium greatly, and although having all of their weddings 
postponed until next year will provide some setbacks, they 
are confi dent their small business will pull through.

Join Trillium Floral Designs on August 12th
(raindate August 13th) from 2 to 4pm for their 
Customer Appreciation Event at 329 March Road, 
Kanata (Beside the Home Hardware & Royal Oak).

It’s a Family Affair
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CHRISTOPHER J. LYONS, BROKER OF RECORD • CHRIS@XLR8REALTY.COM

200 RIDEAU
UNIT 1102

4832E BENLEA 31 WESLOCK

WHAT IS
 YO

UR

HOME W
ORTH? FREE

MARKET EVALUATION

585 CHAMPMAN 
MILLS

223 JENSEN 179 METCALFE
UNIT 2605

XLR8REALTY.COM

FORFOR
SALESALE

FORFOR
SALESALE

FORFOR
SALESALE

FORFOR
SALESALE

FORFOR
SALESALE

FORFOR
SALESALE

BY ANIL JHALLI

What it’s going to look 
like when the time comes 
for kids to head back to 
school is anybody’s guess.

Regardless if they are at 
home or in a classroom, 
Kaitlyn Lalonde, the cli-
ent and community out-
reach coordinator at the 
Kanata Food Cupboard, 
says children need the 
tools to succeed.

Staff and volunteers at 
the charitable organiza-
tion are asking for the 
community’s support as 
they launch their annual 
Back to School program.

The food cupboard ef-
fort helped nearly 500 
students last year. 

Lalonde anticipates 
meeting that number 
again this year.

“We have gone through 

some challenges the last 
few months,” she said. 
“But, we are surrounded 
by a resilient, giving and 
amazing community here 
in Kanata. They always 
come through for us.”

Mo re  i n f o r m a t i o n , 

as well as applications 
forms, are available at 
kanatafoodcupboard.
ca. Deadline to apply is 
August 16 with pick ups 
scheduled for August 21 
and 22. 

anil@ottawavoice.ca 

Donations needed for annual school 
program at Kanata Food Cupboard

Photo courtesy of Kaitlyn Lalonde
Rebecca Lloyd, a summer student volunteer with the Kanata 
Food Cupboard.
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Summer Sale! Enjoy Our Largest 
Promotion Ever!
Enjoy up to 3 months credit* and discover good friends, delicious food, 
innovative activities, and a strong sense of community.

 *Offer is available for new residents who reserve their suite with us on or before September 1st, 2020. Other 
conditions apply.

3501 Campeau Drrive 
Kanata, ON 

siennaliving.ca

Please call our Retirement Councillor

613-592-6426 
for more information.

Limited suites 
available.

Desjardins, Desjardins Insurance and related trademarks are trademarks 
of the Fédération des caisses Desjardins du Québec, used under licence.C

S
T-

0
18

9

Supporting you 
is our priority
Please contact us if there is 
anything we can do to help you 
during this difficult time.

Elena Rose, Agent

555 Legget Dr, Unit 104
Kanata, ON K2K 2X3
613-271-3141
kanatainsurance.ca

News

Local teen among finalists of annual singing contest
BY ANIL JHALLI

A Bridlewood teenager 
was a finalist for an annual 
contest with a chance at 
singing in one of the big-
gest musical festivals of 
the summer.

Marlayah McLeod, 15, 
was one of seven young fe-
male musicians across the 
country vying for an op-
portunity to play in front 
of thousands of festival 
goers at next summer’s 
edition of the popular 
Bluesfest music festival. 

While she came up short 
in her quest to be the ‘She’s 
The One’  contest winner, 
Marlayah said entering 
the competition proved 
to be life changing.  

“Out of all of Canada, 
to be in the finals of this 
huge competition, it’s still 
a very big deal for me,” 
said Marlayah, a student 
at A.Y. Jackson Secondary 

School. “We are friends, 
we keep in touch, and I 
won’t forget them. They 
were all so talented and 
I was in awe to be sur-
rounded by these amaz-
ing young ladies.”

This was her first time 
entering the ‘She’s The 
One’ contest. The seven 
finalists were asked to sing 
in front of judges at the 
Bluestfest Festival House 
on Churchill Avenue on 
July 11. The performances 
were streamed live on 
Facebook, where people 
watched and voted for 
their favourite performer.

“It was tough to decide 
what song I was going to 
sing,” said Marlayah. “I 
love all genres of music 
and so many different mu-
sicians. I just found myself 
listening to a lot of Lizzo 
lately, and thought, I’ll go 
with it. Lizzo it is.”

Marlayah, stage name 

Miss McLeod, has been 
entertaining audiences 
since the young age of 
four.  By age ten, she had 
been the lead in many 
musicals, and by the 
age 11, she released her 
first album of all original 
music. 

She’s been spending the 
past few months making 
and creating new music. 
She has written two songs, 
which are now available 
on major music platforms 
such as Spotify and Apple 
Music. 

The songs are also avail-
able on her YouTube chan-
nel, Miss McLeod. 

Marlayah hopes to re-
lease a new album in the 
next few months.

 She’s still writing, creat-
ing, mixing and produc-
ing all her own content 
and putting her music out 
in the world for people to 
enjoy.  

“It would definitely be a 
great opportunity if I was 
discovered, that would be 
amazing,” said Marlayah, 
who hopes to have her 
own label one day. “But 
for me, I like having cre-
ative control. I like to have 
input and a say into what 
I have created and what 
I am putting out there. It 
feels more authentic that 
way.”

Marlayah’s mom, Jodie, 
said her daughter’s de-
termination, motiva-
tion and hard work to 
make a dream a reality is 
inspiring. 

“I can’t say enough how 
proud I am of her,” she 
said. “Sometimes at 2:00 
a.m. I’d hear noise and it 
would be Marlayah, test-
ing something or singing 
something to see how it 
sounds. She is putting the 
time and effort and it is so 
touching to see.”

More information is 
available on Marlayah’s 

website at missmcleod.ca.
anil@ottawavoice.ca. 
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WE	ARE	NOW	OPEN!
ALL	OUR	STAFF	HAVE	BEEN	
COVID-TRAINED	TO	KEEP	
OUR	CUSTOMERS	SAFE

WINDOWS	*	DOORS	*	PATIO	DOORS

5906	Hazeldean Road
613-271-5434

admin@stittsvillewd.ca

MILITARY	
DISCOUNT

SENIORS	
DISCOUNT

THANK	YOU	FOR	SUPPORTING	
LOCAL	AT	THIS	DIFFICULT	TIME

shopSafety.ca
Serving the local community for over 35 years!

Skip the lineups and shop our secure online store

shopSafety.ca carries:

Safety Supplies
Personal Protection Equipment

Storage & Handling
Janitorial Supplies

Automotive Supplies
SSpill Response Products
Welding & Metalwork
Packaging & Shipping 

Tools

shopSafety.ca        3570 Twin Elm Road, Richmond, ON  K0A 2Z0              613 838 9300

LOCAL PICK UP OR SHIPPING AVAILABLE

accepted by appointment 
only. Dates and time slots 
are available at kuc.ca, 
which  also provides in-
formation about added 

safety measures during 
scheduled drop offs. 

Books will be accepted 
until the end of September 
and continue again in 
January to help volun-
teers sort out the many 

donations. 
The annual event raises 

thousands of dollars for 
charities across Ottawa.

For more information, 
visit kuc.ca. 

anil@ottawavoice.ca 

>>EVENTS, FROM PAGE 3

Anil Jhalli photo
Donna Caron, left, and Penny Gelinas are members of the Kanata United Church’s outreach 
committee. 
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Enter
for your chance to win a

Hoegaarden
Bistro Set.

Follow us on          and          .
@bustersottawa

                  

HOURS
Mon to Sat

8am-Midnight

Sunday
8am-11pm

420 Hazeldean Road, Kanata
Visit www.bustersbarandgrill.ca

for our menu items and our health and safety practices
Reservations recommended.

613-836-7007

NOW OPEN
Breakfast, Lunch, and Dinner

Accepting

GROUP
BOOKINGS

of up to 50 in our
dining room or

40 in our private room
with social distancing.

DAILY
DRINK
starting at 11am

FOOD
SPECIALS

starting at 3pm

BREAKFAST
served from

8am-11:30am
on weekdays,

and

8am-2pm
on weekends

LIST FOR 1%

SAVE ON COMMISSION,
NOT ON SERVICE

FREE
MARKET EVALUATION

613-831-8180
CHRISTOPHER J. LYONS, BROKER OF RECORD • CHRIS@XLR8REALTY.COM

COVID-19 infection in 
schools is low, Dr. Etches said 
“we need to balance the risk 
of infection and the harm 
to your health from COVID 
with the other kinds of harm 
we’re observing to the health 
of our population.”

As for the at-home learn-
ing option, Scott says more 
parents will be surveyed to 
give the public board  a bet-
ter understanding of  how 
many families will be send-
ing their children in person 
and how many will be keep-
ing them home.

Scott said a lot was learned 
from the experience post 
March Break with online 
teaching.

“We took what we learned 
from that experience and 
refined how we were doing 
remote learning for our sum-
mer school program and we 
have continued to monitor 
what was and what wasn’t 
working there,” she said. “So 
we will be, I hope, much bet-
ter prepared to manage the 

remote learning component 
come September.”

Maria Butkowski of 
Monahan Landing told this 
newspaper she is leaning 
towards keeping her two 
children in Grades 3 and 7 
at home come the fall.

She said she will turn to 
private instruction for core 
subjects and languages “if 
the government will not pro-
vide online learning with ac-
tually teaching and helping 
and not just throwing home-
work” at her two kids.

Abdullah Al-Ogaidi of 
Shirley’s Brook, who is en-
tering his senior year at 
West Carleton Secondary 
School this fall, told Your 
Community Voice  he fears 
many students may strug-
gle with the proposed hybrid 
model. 

The 17 year old said he is 
interested in seeing what 
happens when students are 
co-horted and how more 
hands-on classes such as 
woodworking or auto-
motive maintenance are 
going to be run. 

“I would also say more 
money needs to be allocated 
to the response to allow for 
better protection for staff 
and students,” he said.

Scott added what’s going 
to be the biggest job over the 
next little while is taking the 
latest information and map-
ping it into the board’s high 
level plan trustees approved 
in June.

The province had told 
school boards earlier to 
prepare for three possible 
scenarios, including regu-
lar in-class instruction five 
days a week, at-home virtual 
learning only, and a hybrid 
model that involved both in-
class and online instruction.

“There will be a lot of work 
happening through August,” 
said Scott.

The veteran trustee wel-
comed the additional infu-
sion of funding to ensure 
school boards can provide 
a safe environment as pos-
sible for student, teachers 
and support staff.

She cautioned however 
it’s hard to tell at this point 

if boards will need more 
money.

Part of the funding an-
nouncement from the prov-
ince is for public health units 
to hire additional nurses to 
provide support to schools 
in putting preventative mea-
sures in place, including 
screening, testing, tracing 
and mitigation strategies.

Scott explained having that 
greater capacity in the public 
health unit is going to be very 
helpful. 

“Our school staff are not 
medical experts and it’s 
going to be very useful to 
be able to rely on additional 
support from public health. 
I think it’s very good news.”

In a statement on its web-
site and social media plat-
forms, the Ottawa Catholic 
School Board said: “The 
Ministry of Education will 
return to school full-time 
and secondary students will 
return in an adapted model. 
We will update our commu-
nity with detailed informa-
tion in the coming days.”

puguccioni@ottawavoice.ca

>>CHAIR, FROM PAGE 1
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The community you’ve been
waiting for is NOW OPEN!
Riverstone’s newest Retirement Community in

Kanata North, Timberwalk, is now open and

safely accepting new residents.

Timberwalk is proud to o�er a continuum of care

options including : Independent Living, Assisted

Living Care and Memory Care.

Studio,one and two bedrooms are avaiable now, 

contact Cindy to reseve your ideal suite today!

MEMORY CARE OPENING
SEPTEMBER 1ST

Located across from the Kanata Centrum at 1250 Maritime Way, Kanata, ON | 613.903.6136 | TimberwalkRetirement.com

L

All-inclusive
suites from

$3370/month

Assisted Living and
Memory Care from

$4800/month

MEAD
MEMORY CARE

STUDIO

340 SQ. FT.

$4800/MO.

66 Hearst Way Kanata
www.beyondyogaottawa.com

Beyond is Now Open!

Welcome Back! Special

Welcome Back! Special

10 Class Pass

$100.00 + HST 

Join us for
In-Studio 
& Virtual 
Yoga Classes

On sale until August 31st

Glen Cairn Skating Club honours athletes virtually
BY ANIL JHALLI

It was not a routine end-
ing to the season for many 
members of the Glen Cairn 
Skating Club. 

The skaters saw their 
hopes and dreams put 
on ice suddenly when the 
global pandemic arrived 
in the city halting all train-
ing and competition. 

Club officials couldn’t 
let the hard work go un-
noticed and handed out 
some hardware at its vir-
tual annual general meet-
ing on July 16.

This year’s recipient of 
the coveted Jamie Hubley 
Spirit of Skating Award is 
Makya Bertrand.

The 14-year-old has been 
skating for five years, the 
past two with the local club 
out of the Jack Charron 
Arena in Glen Cairn.

“I was surprised to re-
ceive an award to be 

honest, I wasn’t expecting 
it at all,” he said. “I just love 
skating, and I love the feel-
ing when I am on the ice.”

While disappointed he 
couldn’t finish his season, 
he is back on the ice five 
days a week, two hours a 
day to be ready for when 
competition resumes. 

“I just want to get better, 
and preparing myself is 
important,” said Makya, 
who combines his on ice 
training with off  ice vir-
tual   workouts. “I believe 
in my training and trust in 
it and now it’s just working 
towards my goals.”

This year’s recipients 
of the Teslin Russell 
Memorial Award, Madison 
McAllister and Mateen 
Zabihi have a combined 
nearly 20 years of experi-
ence between them. 

Named after an accom-
plished club  skater who 
passed away, the honour 

is bestowed annually on a 
skater or skaters who re-
ceived the highest result 

in an Ontario Starskate 
event. 

While the competition 

was cancelled at the 
onset of the pandemic in 
March, the Teslin family 

still wanted to honour the 

PLEASE SEE CLUB, PAGE 14
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COMMUNITY BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CALL 613-458-6423 x101 TO RESERVE YOUR SPOT!

The Odd Job Man

Drywall & repairs•Tile & fl oor•Deck & fence
Carpentry work•Kitchen & bath•Painting
Plumbing & electrical• Garden & design

THERE IS NO JOB TOO SMALL FOR US!

www.theoddjobman.ca•613-220-5488•info@theoddjobman.cawww.theoddjobman.ca•613-220-5488•info@theoddjobman.ca

HANDY MAN

FENCES & DECKS
Sales•Installation•Repairs

to All Types And Sizes of
Fences•Decks•Railings•Interlock•Landscaping

info@diamondview.ca or 613 227 8608
2510 Old Second Line Rd Kanata

DECKS & FENCES

Fully Insured. Independently Owned and Operated in Ottawa since 1998. *Electrical work performed by ECRA contractors.

613-723-5021
Ottawa.handymanconnection.com

Carpentry • Electrical* • Plumbing
Kitchen & Bath Remodels

• Painting • General Repairs

One Call Gets the Things 
You Want Done...DONE!

HANDY MAN

Dwell Tectonics Ltd.
• Renovations • Restorations • Bathrooms

• Kitchens • In-Law Suites • Basements
• Water Damage Repair

Richard Balon
rpbalon@gmail.com•613-220-1594

References available•Insured•Serving Ottawa for Over 30 Years

HOME IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT

WOW! RENOVATIONS

COMPLETE DRYWALL SERVICES
& RENOVATION PROJECTS

Mr. Doris Guay - 30 years experience
613-229-9101 • doris.guay33@gmail.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

PERKINS DECKS
Custom Made Decks
Red Cedar, Pressure Treated

FREE Estimates • Fully Insured
25 Year Experience

613-761-0671
www.perkinsdecks.com

DECKS

COVERS INSTALLED
Eavestrough Cleaning
Minor Repairs for Soffit & Fascia
WINDOW CLEANING
Free Estimates – All Work Guaranteed
613-852-0425

EAVESTROUGH & GUTTER CLEANING
EAVESTROUGH

HOME IMPROVEMENT

GIO RENOVATIONS
Your Complete Home Improvement and Renovation Specialist

KITCHENS • BASEMENTS • BATHROOMS
References Available Upon Request

FREE IN-HOME ESTIMATES
Licensed • Insured • Over 15 Years Experience

613-407-6645 • WWW.GIORENO.COM

Credit
Cards

Accepted

A1 CARPENTRY
GENERAL CONTRACTORS

CALL PHIL 6138289546

ALL TYPES OF RENOVATIONS
Finished Basements, Bathrooms, Kitchens, Flooring,
Framing, Drywall, Painting, Baseboards, Windows,

Doors, Decks, Fences and More!FR
EE

 ES
TI

M
AT

ES
35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

CARPENTRYCOMPUTERS

At Your
Service!

613-406-0353
mark@yardbutler.ca

� MAINTENANCE
� MANICURING
� DECKS & PATIOS
� ORGANIZING & MOVING
� SO MUCH MORE!

YARD MAINTENANCE

613-256-5129 • 3331 March Road, Carp
tcwater@tcwater.ca

•Water Softeners
•Iron/Sulphur Filters
•UV Systems
•Reverse Osmosis

•Pumps & Pressure Systems
•MOE Licensed Well Technicians
•30 YEARS IN BUSINESS
•FULLY INSURED

WATER

Commercial or Residential
thewaterdoctor.ca • 613-880-0587

WE’RE THERE FOR YOU WHEN YOUR WATER BREAKS
� Plumbing
� Water Treatment
� Softeners
� U.V. Sterilizers
� Water Pumps
� Wells & Extensions

WATER

Ray’s Tree Removal Service
• Trimming
• Stump Removal

Same Day / Emergency Service

Senior
Discount25%

FullyFully
InsuredInsured 613-850-4444

TREE SERVICES
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COMMUNITY BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CALL 613-458-6423 x101 TO RESERVE YOUR SPOT!

This space could be yours!
Please call 613-45-VOICE (613-458-6423)

ext 101 to fi nd out how.

Ottawa Valley Masonry

Free quote call Byron @ 613-720-6695

• Chimneys
• Window Sills
• Repointing

• Brick Replacement

• Steps
• Parging

Specializing in Masonry Repairs

EXCELLENT SERVICE

MASONRY

ROOFING

BH Roofing
ONE CALL DOES IT ALL

613-277-9713
www.bhroofing.ca

15 years Warranty
on labour

Over 30 years
experience

Fully insured
Free Estimates

ROOFING

BELL PLUMBING
• Residential Installations and Repairs • Licensed and Insured

• Renovations • Custom Homes • Servicing the Area Since 1978

613-836-2736

PLUMBING

HUNT’S
PAINTING

Scott Hunt • 613-612-9727
hunts-painting@rogers.com

• FREE Estimates
• Drywall & minor repairs

BRINGING HOMES TO LIFE

PAINTING

Small Renos • Trim Install • Handyman • Spray painting • Small Repairs

PAINTING

L.A. SICOLIL.A. SICOLI
MASONRY & RESTORATIONMASONRY & RESTORATION

• Chimney Repairs • Window Sills • Custom Stone Work
• Repointing • Parging • Stone Foundation Wall Repairs

• Flagstone • Cultured Stone • Interlocking Stone

FREE Estimates
Luciano Sicoli, Owner • 613-859-4684

MASONRY

• Junk & Clutter Removal
• Estate & Moving Cleanouts
• Fences & Decks Torn Down
• Construction & Reno Debris
• Lawn & Garden Waste, Trees Cut
• Small Shed & Building Demolition

CHEAP RATES • NO-NONSENSE
ALWAYS AVAILABLE

613-899-7269

JUNK REMOVAL

ALL YEAR ROUND LANDSCAPING
RESIDENTIAL LANDSCAPE SERVICES

WWW.ALLYEARROUNDLANDSCAPING.CA

LAWNMOWING, HEDGE TRIMMING AND GARDEN MAINTENANCELAWNMOWING, HEDGE TRIMMING AND GARDEN MAINTENANCE
INTERLOCKING/NATURAL STONE LANEWAYS, WALKWAYS ,INTERLOCKING/NATURAL STONE LANEWAYS, WALKWAYS ,

STEPS, PATIOS, RETAINING WALLS, GARDEN WALLS,STEPS, PATIOS, RETAINING WALLS, GARDEN WALLS,
PVC/WOOD/STEEL FENCES & DECKS, SODDING/SEED LAWNS & MOREPVC/WOOD/STEEL FENCES & DECKS, SODDING/SEED LAWNS & MORE

Call today for a FREE estimate! 613-600-6717
email jeffrey@allyearround-landscaping.ca

LANDSCAPING

• Interlock Stone Driveways
• Interlock Retaining & Garden Walls
• Interlock Patios & Walkways
• Interlock Repair
• Grub Damage - Sod Repair

FREE ESTIMATES
613-226-8858

Property Maintenance

INTERLOCK

GOT GRUBS

BOOK IN AUG.
SAVE THE HST

INTERLOCK

ALPINE INTERLOCKINGALPINE INTERLOCKING
613-832-7233613-832-7233

Serving Ottawa and Area over 30 years!Serving Ottawa and Area over 30 years!

Free EstimatesFree Estimates
alpineinterlocking@gmail.comalpineinterlocking@gmail.com

INTERLOCK

ABdec Painting
Serving Ottawa & The Valley since 1993

Biagio Basile
613-599-4556

abdec@rogers.com
www.abdecpaint.com

• Interior and exterior painting
• Drywall and Handyman services
• Free estimates and great prices
• Fully insured

NOW ACCEPTING VISA AND MASTERCARD

PAINTING
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www.kanatabr638.ca

Kanata Branch 638 runs solely on volunteers and does much 
to help our military and RCMP members, their families and 
our veterans. Joining the Legion is the ultimate way to give 
your support to Veterans and their families, remember the 
Fallen, and help your community.  

ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION 
                 KANATA BRANCH 638 

                

               70 Hines Road,  
                      Kanata,  

                      ON  K2K 2M5 
                      613-591-5570

Canada’s largest Veteran support and 
community service organization 
The Royal Canadian Legion cares for all those who have 
served our nation. As members, we show our thanks by 
supporting and advocating for Veterans, by remembering 
their sacrifices, and by continuing the tradition of service  
in helping our communities.
Youth education
The Royal Canadian Legion promotes youth-specific 
education regarding Veterans and Remembrance through a 
range of local and national initiatives. Veterans Affairs 
Canada has developed an overview of the initiatives to 
promote learning, engagement and remembrance online 
available on their webpage: www.veterans.gc.ca/
canadaremembers
Education at the local level
The Legion encourages Canadian schools to promote 
Remembrance Day Ceremonies, and local Branches are 
often involved in supporting those ceremonies. 
Remembrance is also promoted through the Legion’s 
school-aged poster and literary contests. These contests see 
more than 100,000 students each year honour Canada’s 
Veterans through creative art and writing.

With Covid-19 Stage 3 reopening of  
public spaces, we will be opening the  
doors to your Kanata Branch Legion  

in the very near future. 
In the meantime, stay safe be WISE

W - Wear a mask when in indoor public spaces.
 I  -  Isolate yourself when sick
 S -  Stay two metres apart from those outside 
        your household.
 E -  Exercise proper hand hygiene, wash your 
        hands regularly or use sanitizer.

The Ladies’ Auxiliary would like to express our sincere 
appreciation and gratitude to all the local businesses who 
have been so generous in the past with their donations and 
support.  With their assistance, we have been able to 
perform our mandate of providing support to our Legion, 
our veterans and community.

NOTICE OF PESTICIDE USE
Between April 11 and September 15, 2020, G.D.G. Canada will be applying a biological 
larvicide by air and ground to stagnant water in order to control larval mosquitoes that 
impact the residents of Kanata North and the surrounding areas.

The program will use multiple ground applications of the larvicides VectoBac 1200L 
(Bacillus thuringiensis israelensis, PCP #21062, liquid) and VectoBac 200G (Bacillus 
thuringiensis israelensis, PCP #18158, granular), while VectoBac 200G (Bacillus 
thuringiensis israelensis, PCP #18158, granular) and Vectolex CG (Bacillus sphaericus, 
PCP #28008, granular) will be applied by helicopter.

The treatment area map and program details may be accessed on ottawa.ca. For further 
information regarding the larvicide application contact GDG: info.mosquito@gdg.ca or 
toll free at 1-877-227-0552.

skaters who trained exten-
sively to participate in the 
event. 

The co-recipients had 
the highest point total in 
all their competitions in 
four disciplines before 
the season was shutdown 
prematurely.

“A lot of my hard work 

paid off. So, I am really 
proud to receive this 
award,” said Madison, 
who joined the club last 
spring. “It is a sense of ac-
complishment for me, and 
I feel I really improved both 
on the ice and off the ice.”

Mateen has been skating 
since he was four. While 
he  was disappointed his 
goal of competing in a 

provincial competition 
this year was cut short, he 
continues to train in the 
sport he loves. The talented 
skater is  working on land-
ing the tricky double axel, 
and has his sights on a po-
dium finish when provin-
cial competitions return. 

“When I am on the ice, 
everything else goes away, 
nothing else matters and 

I am just focused on skat-
ing,” said Mateen. “I am 
100 per cent committed 
to skating and continue 
to work at achieving my 
goals.”

For more information 
about the club, and to see 
a full list of this year’s award 
winners, please see www.
glencairnsc.ca.

anil@ottawavoice.ca 
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Fastball league celebrating 50th season
BY ANIL JHALLI

Just when it looked like its 
golden anniversary year 
might not happen, the 
Glen Cairn Men’s Fastball 
League’s (GCMFL) 50th 
season will move forward. 

The provincial govern-
ment unveiled the latest 
phase of its reopening 
plan for Ontario, giving 
the green light for the  
GCMFL to commemo-
rate 50 years of existence 
in Glen Cairn. 

The landmark 50th 
season for the GCMFL 
kicked off this week at 
A.Y. Jackson Secondary 
School’s baseball dia-
mond, the league’s pri-
mary location for games 
since 1986. League games 
were previously held 

where the Glen Cairn 
United Church currently 
sits, but as the community 
developed, a new location 
was needed. 

With five full teams 
wanting to return for the 
milestone season, the ex-
ecutive had to get creative 
while keeping provincial 
guidelines in mind.

“We had to consider the 
possibility that we might 
not get a chance to have a 
50th season with COVID 
going on,” said Brian 
Clifton, who joined the 
league in 1980. “I have 
played in this league for 40 
consecutive years, never 
missed a year and it would 
have been a shame if we 
missed this year. It’s a big 
year for us.”

A random draw was 

held to field four teams 
of 12 players to meet 
the strict government 
requirements.

The four teams play six 
season games each until 
September 8, with a pair 
of games taking place 
each Tuesday night, at 
6:30 p.m. and 8:30 p.m. at 
the A.Y. Jackson Baseball 
Diamond.

At the culmination of the 
regular season, teams are 
ranked one through four 
for postseason play. 

“I really wanted to have 
some kind of celebration 
for this league, it’s been 
important to a lot of peo-
ple,” said Tom Flood, who 
helped launch the fastball 
league in 1970. “Even if it 
was just a few of us throw-
ing a ceremonial pitch at 

the ball field or some-
thing like that, just to 
honour something that’s 
been a special part of our 
community.”

Graham Ball, also a 
founder of the GCMFL, 
said the camaraderie 
and good old fashioned 
competitive spirit from 
its players, many of them 
who have been playing in 
the league for decades and 
have grown up together, 
keeps the league going as 
strong as ever. 

The league has featured 
as many as 14 teams in the 
past, and has seen the ac-
tive participation of be-
tween eight and 10 teams 
in recent years. 

“It was a way to bring the 
community together,” 

PLEASE SEE LEAGUE, PAGE 15
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As more businesses 
and services reopen, 
we must all continue 
our e�orts to protect 
each other.

Paid for by the Government of Ontario
Visit ontario.ca/coronavirus 

Inside or out, stay safe. 
Save lives.

Continue to practice 
physical distancing, stay 
two metres apart even in 
gatherings.

2 m

Continue to wash 
hands frequently.

Get tested if you are 
worried you may have 
COVID-19, or have been 
exposed to the virus.

Wear a face covering 
where physical distancing 
is a challenge or where 
required.

OPEN DAILY 10 – 4 PM (Covid precautions in place)

RETIREMENT SALE NOW ON!RETIREMENT SALE NOW ON!

ALL MEN’S SHIRTS small to 7 XL    
Large Quantities of Small and 5XL + 6XL + 7XL

SWIM SUITS
$$3535

PURSES
$25

WATCHES
$55

EARINGS
    $53

PAIR
$$55

ALL LADIESALL LADIES
CLOTHINGCLOTHING

$$2525 BUY 4 PIECESBUY 4 PIECES
GET THE 5THGET THE 5TH FREEFREE

said Ball, who has a base-
ball diamond named 
after him in Glen Cairn. 

“Everybody wanted to 
play and wanted to be 
part of this. When we first 
started, you had to be in 
Glen Cairn but it’s grown 

so much and continues 
to be popular with teams 
coming in from across 
Ottawa.”

anil@ottawavoice.ca

>>LEAGUE, FROM PAGE 14

Anil Jhalli photo
Brian Clifton, left, has been playing in the Glen Cairn Men’s Fastball League for 40 years, while 
Tom Flood, centre, and Graham Ball, right, helped launch the league 50 years ago.  
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HAZELDEAN GARDENS RETIREMENT RESIDENCE
6130 Hazeldean Road, Stittsville K2S 2M2         www.hazeldeangardens.ca

Call 613-903-6949 for more information

Th e Ott awa area’s premier
retirement residence located

nearby in the heart of Stitt svill e

PLUS, for a limited time, Hazeldean Gardens is offering a turn-key 
solution that will not only make your move as easy as possible, but you can

SAVE $10,000
If you have a home to sell, market conditions indicate this is an ideal 
time and we can provide the following comprehensive package of 
services:

• Staging and professional photography to achieve the best result.
• Property maintenance while your home is listed for sale.
• Sanitizing for COVID-19 before and after each showing.
• Packing and moving services.
• Deferred rent while your home is for sale, which means that you can 

move immediately and pay no rent until your home sells.

If you don’t have a home to sell, or you don’t require all of these services, 
any unused portion of our $10,000 offer can be applied as a credit to 
your rent.

IN-PERSON
TOURS

now available


