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BY PATRICK UGUCCIONI

The runner-up in the 
2018 municipal election 
will sit out the appoint-
ment process to fill the va-
cant Kanata North seat on 
Ottawa City Council.

Matt Muirhead, who re-
ceived 32 per cent of the 
vote three years ago, said 
he will put his effort to-
wards running in the 2022 
municipal election.

The seat became vacant 
last month when the in-
cumbent city councillor, 
Jenna Sudds, officially re-
signed her seat after win-
ning the Kanata-Carleton 
riding for the Liberals in 

the federal election. City 
council has opted to ap-
point a replacement rather 
than holding a by-election 
that would have cost close 
to $600,000.

Muirhead told Your 
Community Voice there 
are a host of reasons he will 
take a pass on the appoint-
ment. Chief among them is 
that the City is looking for 
someone to promise they 
will not run in 2022, the 
former president of two 
Kanata community asso-
ciations said.

“I can’t just close that 
door,” he said of a likely 
run in 2022, which would 
be his fourth after two un-
successful runs against 
Marianne Wilkinson in 
2006 and 2010.

Ryan Jeddore of Glen Cairn Ryan Jeddore of Glen Cairn 
has been busy decorating has been busy decorating 
his home in preparation his home in preparation 
for the spookiest night for the spookiest night 
of the year: Halloween.  of the year: Halloween.  

Creepin’Creepin’
 It Real It Real

New Kanata North 
councillor to be 
chosen Nov. 10

PLEASE SEE NEW, PAGE 15

Sudds stepped 
down after winning

 federal seat
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Th e Ott awa area’s premier 
retirement residence located 

nearby in the heart of Stitt svill e

6130 Hazeldean Road,
Stittsville

www.hazeldeangardens.ca

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
If you are interested in becoming one of our volunteers,

you’re invited to a special Information Session. Tour our state-of-
the-art facilities and learn more about the ways you can help.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 7TH

2:00 - 4:00 PM
RSVP 613-903-6949

Volunteering can be a personally rewarding and fulfi lling experience,
knowing that you’re making a diff erence in the lives of others.

Not intended to solicit buyers or sellers under contract with a real estate brokerage.

CORRECTION
Due to an editing error, a letter in the Oct. 

14 issue titled Let residents choose signed by 
Alex Cullen referenced him as the president 
of the Federation of Citizens’ Associations. 
Mr. Cullen submitted the letter as an indi-
vidual, not in his capacity as president of 
the city-wide residents’ group.

Man stabbed near Kanata Centrum
BY ANIL JHALLI

One person was in the hos-
pital for non-life-threaten-
ing injuries after a stabbing 
near Kanata Centrum. 

At approximately 12:30 
a.m. on Sept. 19, Ottawa 

police officers responded 
to a call in the 700 block of 
Kanata Avenue. Police say a 
group of men were involved 
in an altercation and during 
the incident,an individual 
was assaulted and stabbed.

The victim was taken to 
a hospital with serious 
but non-life-threatening 
injuries. 

The suspect is described as 
a Middle Eastern man, me-
dium build, approximately 
5’5”, with short thick black 
hair. 

He was wearing a black 
hooded sweatshirt, black 
pants and dark shoes.

Investigators are asking the 
public to help them identify 
the people who were present 

during the incident near Earl 
Grey Drive.  

Anyone with information 
is asked to contact 613-
236-1222, extension 2666. 
Anonymous tips can be 
submitted by calling Crime 
Stoppers toll-free at 1-800-
222-8477 or at crimestop-
pers.ca.

anil@ottawavoice.ca

Ottawa Police Service
Ottawa investigators are seeking the public’s help in identifying individuals in the picture 
above who witnessed an altercation along Kanata Avenue last month. 
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City Council to fi ll Ward 4(Kanata North)
vacancy by appointment

City Council has approved an appointment process to fi ll the vacancy for 
the Offi ce of City Councillor, Ward 4 (Kanata North).

Subsection 263(5) of the Municipal Act, 2001 provides that City Council 
shall fi ll the vacancy by appointing a person who has consented to accept 
the appointment within 60 days of declaring the Offi ce vacant. 

To be eligible to hold offi ce, a person must be:
• 18 years of age or older;
• a Canadian citizen;
• a resident of the City of Ottawa, or an owner or tenant of land in the 

City or the spouse of such an owner or tenant; and
• not be prohibited from holding municipal offi ce or from voting under 

the Municipal Elections Act, 1996 or otherwise by law.
Interested and qualifi ed individuals, or their agent, may submit their 

application from Monday, October 25, 2021, to Friday, October 29, 2021. 
Applicants must schedule an appointment to submit their forms in person at 
the Elections Offi ce (1221 B Cyrville Road). Appointments can be sched-
uled Monday to Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. with the City Clerk or 
his designate by calling 613-580-2660 or by emailing elections@ottawa.
ca. 

The deadline to submit an application is 4:00 p.m. on Friday, October 
29, 2021.

All applicants are required to complete a Consent of Nominee and Dec-
laration of Qualifi cation form.

If an agent is fi ling the form on behalf of an applicant, the form must be 
fully completed by the applicant prior to fi ling.

The applicant, or their agent, fi ling the form will be required to present 
proof of identity. If personal identifi cation is not available, the applicant, 
or their agent, may fi ll out a Declaration of Identity form. All required forms 
can be found online on ottawa.ca/vote.

Following the close of the application period, the City Clerk will examine 
each application that has been fi led to ensure it meets the requirements of 
the Municipal Elections Act, 1996, and, if satisfi ed, certify the application. 
At the end of the application period, the City Clerk will issue a Memoran-
dum to City Council with the list of certifi ed applicants.  

The City Clerk will issue a report to City Council on Friday, November 
5, 2021, that includes the list of certifi ed applicants and outlines the ap-
pointment process to fi ll the Ward 4 (Kanata North) vacancy. A Special 
City Council meeting will be held on Wednesday, November 10, 2021, 15 
minutes after the end of the regular City Council meeting scheduled on this 
date, to appoint an applicant to fi ll the Ward 4 (Kanata North) vacancy.

For more information, please visit ottawa.ca/vote or contact the Elections 
Offi ce by phone at 613-580-2660 or email at elections@ottawa.ca. 

This notice is issued by M. Rick O’Connor, City Clerk

BY ANIL JHALLI

Ontario Education Minister Stephen Lecce 
joined Kanata-Carleton MPP Merrilee 
Fullerton earlier this month to announce 
$5.3 million in provincial funding for a 
new addition and renovations at St. James 
Catholic School on Stonehaven Drive in 
Bridlewood. 

“This funding gives our kids the state-of-
the-art learning facilities they deserve,” said 
Lecce. “I know there is more growth hap-
pening across this region, and we will con-
tinue to work together to deliver for families 
in this riding.”

The addition that includes six new class-
rooms to house nearly 140 students is ex-
pected to alleviate overcrowding pressures 
at St. Anne Catholic School just down the 
street. 

Construction is expected to be complet-
ed in time for the school year in September 
of 2022. Currently, 370 students attend St. 
James. 

The new addition brings the student pop-
ulation at St. James to just over 500 pupils. 

“It’s nice to see shovels finally hit the 
ground,” said Derek Rodgers, the principal 
at St. James. “We haven’t made a decision 
on what grades will be in the six new class-
rooms, but most likely, they will be junior 
students in them, but we will have to review 
enrolment.”

The changes will relocate over 100 stu-
dents from St. Anne to St. James next fall  
while reducing the number of portables at 
St. Anne.  

St. Anne has an enrolment of over 700 stu-
dents and a facility utilization rate of 140 
per cent. 

“The funding at St. James is great news for 
our community,” said MPP Fullerton. “This 
investment will provide a quality learning 
space and more modern classrooms for 
Kanata students.”

The funding announcement was made on 
Oct. 13 during a tour of St. James. 

anil@ottawavoice.ca 

Anil Jhalli photo
From left to right: Kanata-Carleton MPP Merrilee Fullerton and St. James Catholic School 
students Joseph Hozjan, Preston Burgins and Rayven Walker welcome Ontario Education 
Minister Stephen Lecce for a tour of the construction currently underway at St. James earlier 
this month. The provincial government recently announced funding support for a new addition 
and other renovations at St. James that will be completed by September of 2022. 

Construction underway 
on new addition, renovations 

at local Catholic school 
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BY STEVE DESROCHES 
@SteveDesroches

Many years ago, be-
fore my time at city hall, I 
served on the executive of 
my local community asso-
ciation in Riverside South. 
The LRT crisis at that time 
centered on the debate 
over the Siemens built LRT 
that would have been the 
starting point for build-
ing transit oriented devel-
opment in new suburban 
communities. 

As the debate raged over 

the North-South LRT, a 
group of association vol-
unteers met with then 
Mayor Bob Chiarelli at a 
local restaurant to go over 
the community’s concerns 
and priorities. Bob gave us 
his best campaign pitch 
and proceeded to draw out 
his vision for a city transit 
network on a plain white 
napkin. 

The plan was crude and 
simple but it helped outline 
Bob’s ideas. The historian in 
me kept and preserved the 
napkin as part of Riverside 
South’s odd heritage mo-
ment. I still have the napkin 
to this day. 

Bob went on to lose the 
mayoral race that year and 
his plan was sadly cancelled 
at considerable expense to 
the Ottawa taxpayer. 

Fast forward to the present 
we find ourselves in anoth-
er political debate over the 
City’s LRT. Despite the pre-
election political drama 
and fireworks, most people 
agree that there is a need to 
get the system up and run-
ning. There is no question 
that a safe and reliable sys-
tem is job one. 

There is also a common 
motivation to find out what 
went wrong since the plans 
were approved. Many will 
also concur that the con-
tractor and their partners 
need to make amends and 
pay the price for their poor 
performance. Transit riders 
and taxpayers deserve bet-
ter. There is agreement that 
greater oversight is needed 
of the O-Train operations, 
particularly maintenance. 

There are, however, di-
vergent views on how the 
city controls and manag-
es the future LRT over the 
next several decades. At 
this stage, the future of OC 
Transpo’s mandate is as 
solid as Bob Chiarelli’s pre-
election white table napkin 
plans. 

Some are recommending 
that the City terminate the 
public-private agreement. 
This course of action is 
part of a larger and highly 
complicated legal situa-
tion. Outside of continuing 
with the current partner-
ship, the City’s options are 
less than clear. The cost of 
“buying-out” the mainte-
nance agreement is likely 
an expensive endeavour. 

With a long list of pri-
orities and self-declared 

emergencies, the City is 
not flush with cash to buy-
out their unpopular LRT 
partner. Putting aside the 
sizable acquisition costs of 
the maintenance obliga-
tions, those advocating for 
greater City ownership will 
likely need to accept a more 
expensive operating model 
for riders and taxpayers. 

These unplanned owner 
operating costs will be 
driven by union-bolstered 
public sector wages simi-
lar to what is now in place 
with OC Transpo. These 
increased LRT operating 
costs will need to be sup-
ported by higher transit 
fares, higher municipal 
taxes or both. If you own it, 
you have to pay for it. 

If the City takes over own-
ership, there will also be 
a need to rebuild a rail-
based technical capacity 
within OC Transpo.  As a 

longstanding bus-centric 
organization, the munici-
pality does not currently 
possess a large bank of rail 
experts to oversee a grow-
ing rail system. 

In terms of governance, 
the City could consider es-
tablishing a new municipal 
agency similar to Metrolinx 
in the Greater Toronto Area 
to oversee the new transit 
network. One way or anoth-
er it is clear the City needs 
to bolster its in-house tech-
nical rail expertise. These 
engineers and rail pro-
fessionals are the people 
leaders will turn to fix the 
problem and re-build con-
fidence in the system. 

At this point there are 
many scribbles on the 
white napkin plan for OC 
Transpo.

Steve Desroches is a for-
mer City of Ottawa coun-
cillor and deputy-mayor.

OP-ED: Ottawa’s white napkin transit planning

A municipal election more than 3,000 km 
to the west may be a foreshadow of things to 
come in our city next year. 

In Calgary, where the popular mayor Naheed 
Nenshi retired, 12 of the 15 council seats 
changed hands. Edmonton also had a major 
change with their mayor and council.

Ten years ago, Ottawa voters woke up to 10 
new faces, on city council here, including the 
mayor, with the far right political Larry O’Brien 
era ending after one short tumultuous term.

The change ushered in Jim Watson as head of 
Ottawa City council to steer the ship in a new 
direction, that included new councilors like 
Scott Moffatt in Rideau-Goulbourn and Allan 
Hubley in Kanata South that would come to 
take on leadership roles. Over all a lot has been 
done, but new needs for the city are coming to 
the forefront.

Emphasis by all potential candidates on 
our crumbling infrastructure is desperately 
needed. With the populace waking from the 
deep slumber of the pandemic, the deplorable 
state of our roads and pedestrian and cycling 
network is coming into clearer focus. Over 
the next 10 to 15 years, Ottawa’s population is 

expected to increase by some 500,000 people. 
In-fill of high-density housing within older 
communities is an on ongoing battle, as well 
as where are we going to house these new citi-
zens. Future expansion means new roads and 
better public transit – including a working LRT.

We need a real public debate on how to nar-
row the divide between the rich and the poor 
in this city. A long-term solution needs to be 
found to how this city can build more real af-
fordable housing for a growing number of 
people being displaced as more and more 
communities are gentrified.

Currently, the mayor is openly feuding with 
the far left on council. Some of these are poten-
tial candidates considering his job are starting 
to spread their wings, now a year out from the 
next municipal election.

Added to those rumors, other political war-
riors like Bob Chiarelli are trying to organize 
a campaign to “right” the ship.

If those in office today can’t see a new fu-
ture of a better consensus and compromise 
is needed, decide to get out of the way now, 
as the voters will push them overboard next 
October.

Real public debate needed
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HAVE YOUR SAY
2022 BUDGET CONSULTATIONS COMING SOON 

Kids are back in school, people are slowly returning to 
the offi ce, the mornings are feeling a little bit cooler and 
we are already looking ahead to Budget 2022! While 
we continue to fi ght a global pandemic, there are still 
many fi nancial unknowns, meaning 2022 will be another 
lean year for the City of Ottawa. 

Staff have been preparing the draft budget over the 
summer using the 3% tax cap Council adopted in July. 
In the coming months, members of the community can 
provide input, answer our budget surveys, ask questions, 
and communicate with me and my Council colleagues 
with ideas for investments and savings. 

Every year, I set up individual meetings with Council-
lors to hear their priorities, determine what the community 
is telling them and identify priority investments to make in 
the 2022 City budget. I always challenge them to come 
forward with new investment ideas, ways to reduce costs 
and save money. Additionally, there are Councillor-led 
public consultation sessions for you to share your views 
with elected offi cials. Watch for updates to the schedule 
and take a moment to ask questions, present your ideas 
and make your voice heard at City Hall.

The City’s 2022 draft budget will be tabled at a Spe-
cial Meeting of Council on Wednesday, November 3 
and considered for adoption by Council on Wednesday, 
December 8. I know it may not be everyone’s cup of tea, 
but nearly two years into a pandemic, this budget counts 
more than ever. It’s your city and your budget, so I want 
to hear from you! Your feedback will be especially im-
portant to make sure we’re investing our dollars where 
they’re needed most.

I want to thank my colleagues at the City of Ottawa 
for their tireless work, not only over the last year and a 
half through diffi cult times, but also in the coming months 
as they work with my offi ce to put together a balanced 
budget that meets the needs of residents, taxpayers and 
our community. With your input, we can do just that.

For more information related to the City budget, please 
visit https://ottawa.ca/en/city-hall/budget/under-
standing-your-city-budget. 

P.S. Go get vaccinated! 

Real Estate | Mortgages | Wills & Estates
Gateway Business Park | 300 March Rd., Suite 601, Kanata, ON  K2K 2E2

Phone: 613-592-6290 | amk-law.ca

AdamMillerKelly P r o f e s s i o n a l  C o r p o r a t i o n
Lawyers

Mary Miller Jennifer Gaspar Robert Pacan

Providing legal 
services to 
Kanata-Stittsville 
and surrounding 
areas for more 
than 30 years.

Legion members hosting scaled back 
version of Remembrance Day ceremony
BY ANIL JHALLI

A trimmed down version 
of the Kanata branch of the 
Royal Canadian Legion’s 
annual Remembrance Day 
ceremony will take place 
on Nov. 11. 

Lorraine Lapensée, the 
chair of the Kanata Legion’s 
Remembrance Day com-
mittee, said while provin-
cial regulations currently 
allow a maximum of 100 
people to witness the event 
in person, people are en-
couraged to stay home and 
watch the national cere-
mony to help keep people 
safe with COVID-19 still a 
concern. 

 The annual ceremony in 
Kanata takes place at the 
Kanata Cenotaph at Village 
Green Memorial Park on 
Colchester Square. 

Last year there was no 
formal Remembrance Day 
ceremony for the first time 
since the local branch of 
the Royal Canadian Legion 
was established due to 
concerns surrounding the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

“It’s still disappointing 
that we can’t welcome the 
amount of people we are 
used to seeing but the im-
portant thing is to honour 
this day,” said Lapensée. 

L a p e n s é e  n o t e d 
Remembrance Day is 
an important day for 
many Canadians, and 

understands if people want 
to be part of the annual 
ceremony. She said volun-
teers from the branch will 
be on site to help monitor 
COVID protocols and safe-
ty measures. 

There will be no parade, 
no choir and no post cer-
emony reception at the 
Kanata branch this year.

 Members from other 
branches from across the 
province also make their 

way to Kanata to help with 
the local event, but that 
won’t be happening this 
year. 

To pre-purchase a wreath, 
those interested are asked 
to contact George Pollock 
at 613-836-2530 or treasur 
er.rclbr638@gmail.com.

The purchase of wreaths 
helps support the Kanata 
Legion’s Poppy Trust Fund. 

A Remembrance Day cer-
emony will take place on 
November 8 at 11:00 a.m. 
from St. Paul’s Anglican 
Church in Kanata South. 

The service will be live 
streamed on the church’s 
website and YouTube. 
For more information, 
please visit https://www.
stpaulshk.org/. 

anil@ottawavoice.ca 

Anil Jhalli photo
Lorraine Lapensée, the Kanata branch of the Royal Canadian Legion’s chair of the 
Remembrance Day committee, places a wreath during the 2019 ceremony in Kanata. 
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Experience Ontario 
all over again.
There’s so much to rediscover in Ontario. From endless 
parks and trails to bustling cities and local businesses.

Let’s get back to exploring Ontario.

Get started today at 
destinationontario.com

Kanata Food Cupboard helping people through the holiday season
BY ANIL JHALLI

Staff and volunteers at the Kanata Food Cupboard are 
now accepting applications for the 2021 Christmas sup-
port program. 

The program is open to families who require assistance 
during the holiday season. Last year, the food assistance 
program helped over 590 families in the Kanata area. 

Kaitlyn Lalonde, the client and community outreach 
coordinator with the Kanata Food Cupboard, said the 
charity expects to help 600 or more families this holiday 
season. 

“We have seen the numbers for our seasonal programs 
like Easter and Thanksgiving go up and demand has been 
higher because we are still dealing with the impact of 
COVID-19,” said Lalonde. “Christmas is a time of the year 
where costs can increase a family’s budget while the cost 
of living is going up.”

Christmas hampers may be different than previous 
years, due to the impact of the current pandemic. 

 A Christmas hamper this year may include a turkey, 
potatoes and all the fixings to prepare a holiday meal, or 
it may include a gift card to purchase these food items. 

The hamper may also include a gift card to purchase gifts 
for children 17 and under, toiletries or include physical 
gifts and a toiletry basket.

The deadline to apply for a Christmas hamper is Sunday, 
Dec. 5. 

Christmas hampers will be delivered to families on 
Thursday, Dec. 16 and Monday Dec. 20 beginning at 9:00 
am both days. Hamper pick-ups will be done on Saturday 
Dec. 18 at the Kanata Food Cupboard’s warehouse located 
340 Legget Drive beginning at 9:00 am. 

For more information, please visit kanatafoodcupboard.
ca or contact kaitlyn.lalonde@kanatafoodcupboard.ca. 

anil@ottawavoice.ca

Anil Jhalli photo
Gary Rushton, left, and Marie Rushton are volunteers at 
the Kanata Food Cupboard who will be sorting and packing 
hampers for this year’s Christmas program. 
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Join us Wednesday, November 17th for our “Welcome Home”
Private Tour Event taking place from 10am to 3pm.

• O�ering a full continuum of care: Independent Living,
 Assisted Living and Memory Care

Can’t make it to the Tour Event? We’re happy to book
a private tour on a day that’s convenient for you! 

Welcome home,
we've missed you!

To reserve your private tour at this event
contact Aimee today at 613-595-1116

Located in your neighbourhood at 480 Brigitta Street.

Just 2 minutes from the Superstore in Kanata.

BridlewoodRetirement.com

Lest We Forget.

All funds raised go into the Poppy Trust Fund to 
support needs of Veterans and their families.

Please look for donation boxes in your 
local stores and give generously to  

the Poppy Trust Fund
                This year donations can be sent directly to the 
                        Kanata Branch 638 at 70 Hines Road,  
                                  Kanata, ON  K2K 2M5.  
                           Please identify donation is for the  
                                     Poppy Trust Fund

The Royal Canadian Legion 
Kanata Branch 638 

Honouring those who serve 
From the last Friday in October to Remembrance 

Day, millions of Canadians wear a Poppy as a 
visual pledge to never forget those who 

sacrificed for our freedom.  

We invite everyone to show  
their recognition by proudly  

wearing this symbol of Remembrance 
and taking a moment to reflect. 

News

Anil Jhalli photo
Avalanche Alert

Will Ellis, number 15 of the All Saints Avalanche, prepares to strike as his teammates and opponents look on during a senior 
boys volleyball matchup between All Saints and the West Carleton Wolves on Oct. 19 in the gymnasium at All Saints Catholic 
High School. The Avalanche fell short, losing 3-0. 
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613-45-VOICE (613-458-6423)
Visit us at www.ottawavoice.ca

UPCOMING UPCOMING 
ISSUESISSUES
We publish every 2nd week and mail
to every home, apartment & business

Publication Date Submission deadline

November 11 .........November 4

November 25 ........November 18

December 9 ...........December 2
Thomas D. Watson, CD, CIP   Vice-President

Guardsman Insurance Services Inc.
thomaswatson@guardsman.ca

www.guardsman.ca   |   (613) 831-6300

To all those who 
have served and those 
who currently serve, 
our heartfelt thanks.

Pet grooming business 
planned for Terry Fox Drive

Photo provided
Great Success

Isabella Ifill is all smiles after receiving a medal for participating in the 2021 KatimaKids 
Sports program, which is organized by the Katimavik-Hazeldean Community Association.  
This year’s modified version of KatimaKids ran once a week from the beginning of September  
until mid October at the field and tennis courts behind the Katimavik Elementary School on 
Chimo Drive. KatimaKids offers children between the ages of four and eight a chance to try 
out multiple sports in a fun and non-competitive way while promoting skill development and 
sportsmanship.

BY ANIL JHALLI

Planners with the City of 
Ottawa are reviewing a pro-
posal for a new pet groom-
ing business in Kanata 
North. 

A zoning by-law amend-
ment application was sub-
mitted to the City from the 
Laurin Group to permit 
an animal care establish-
ment within a previously 
approved multi-unit com-
mercial plaza under con-
struction at 471 Terry Fox 
Drive, near Kanata Lakes 
and Richardson Ridge.

 A gas station is already op-
erating at the site. 

The property is located 
on the east side of Terry Fox 
between Tillsonburg Street 
and Kanata Avenue.  

A development consisting 
of a multi-unit commercial 
plaza, a gas station, a conve-
nience store and a car wash 
was approved in 2019. 

“We were worried that 
it was going to be a type 
of dog day care where the 
pets would be left there all 
day and all we would hear 
is barking,” said Corina 
Marinescu, the president 
of the nearby Kanata Lakes 
Community Association. 
“We needed that to be 

clarified by the City of what 
exactly was coming in.”

Marinescu added a pet 
grooming business is a wel-
come addition to the com-
munity, especially with a 
number of dog owners in the  
surrounding communities.

“I think it is a much-need-
ed service to be honest,” 
added Marinescu. “There’s 
so many puppies and dog 
people around us, so I think 
it could be a successful 

venture and the dogs will be 
there by appointment and 
not being dropped off all day 
and being looked after.”

The target date the zon-
ing by-law amendment 
application will be consid-
ered by the City’s Planning 
Committee is Dec. 6, 2021.

For more information, 
please visit https://devapps.
ottawa.ca/en/applications/
D02-02-21-0100/details. 

anil@ottawavoice.ca

Nevil Hunt photo
City of Ottawa planners received an application for a pet grooming facility at an already 
approved plaza on Terry Fox Drive. 
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Ryan Photography 613.599.5363
www.jeffryan-photography.com

jeffryan@storm.ca

REPAIR YOURREPAIR YOUR
OLD PHOTOSOLD PHOTOS
FAMILY PORTRAITSFAMILY PORTRAITS
CHILDRENCHILDREN
MATERNITYMATERNITY
SPECIALIZING IN:

CHILDRENCHILDREN
MATERNITYMATERNITY
DANCEDANCE
BUSINESSBUSINESS

STUDIO•HOME•OUTDOORSTUDIO•HOME•OUTDOOR

Book Now!Book Now!

WE’RE YOUR FAIRY 

PORTRAIT SPECIALISTS!
UR FAIRY

PROFESSIONAL 
PROFESSIONAL 

PHOTOGRAPHER
PHOTOGRAPHER

Whether you'd like to know more

about joining us for the winter or 

looking ahead to next year, we'd 

love to invite you to learn more.

WINTER 
OPEN 
HOUSE

Come and warm up by our fire and enjoy a seasonal hot drink in 
our beautiful lounge, as we welcome you to Wildpine 
Retirement Residence for our Winter Open House.

November 16 - 19, 2021
By appointment. Call us at 613-914-1214 to reserve your spot!

10 Wildpine Court, Stittsville
wildpineresidence.ca

years

Since 1946, the Key Tag Service 
has been protecting your keys and 
supporting our essential programs 

for amputees.

Order key tags online – free.
1 800 250-3030 • waramps.ca

Jeanne

Kanata woman helps launch vaccine support service

BY ANIL JHALLI

Tamara Di Maso and 
Malcolm Britto just want-
ed to make a difference 
as people cope with the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Di Maso, who lives in the 
Richardson Ridge area in 
Kanata North, and Britto, 
who lives in Ottawa’s 
south end,  have been 
working to help remove 
barriers for people trying 
to book and receive trans-
portation to their vaccine 
appointments. 

Di Maso and Britto 
launched Vax Aide, and 
over the past few months, 

the volunteer driven 
group has helped resi-
dents across Ottawa book 
first and second dose vac-
cine appointments while 
providing transporta-
tion to and from these 
appointments. 

Di Maso said the idea 
came after realizing the 
online booking system 
became confusing for 
many residents, leading to 
people delaying receiving 
their vaccine doses. 

“We started doing this 
for the senior population, 
but then it just turned 
into helping different age 
groups,” said Di Maso. 

“Now we want to be a one 
stop site for everything 
that is related to what we 
are dealing with today.”

So far, Britto said vol-
unteers have driven over 
100 people to their vac-
cine appointments, and 
the organization has 
helped book hundreds of 
appointments.  

“A lot of people have 
been affected by this 
pandemic, “said Britto. 
“This is our way of giv-
ing back to the people of 
Ottawa and helping them 
with whatever they need 
when it comes to vaccine 
appointments.”

Eight volunteer drivers, 
serving communities such 
as Kanata, Barrhaven, and 
Orléans, are taking people 
to and from their vaccine 
appointments. 

“It’s really rewarding with 
that connection you make 
and you can tell people 
are just so thankful that 
someone is taking them to 
their appointments,” said 
Peter Di Maso, a driver 
based out of Kanata. “We 
don’t know these people, 
but you can tell you have 
made their day. It’s a really 
good feeling to have and  is 
worth it in the end.”

Vax Aide is now help-
ing people download 
their vaccine passports 
to their smart devices, 
and helping them access 
their proof of vaccination 
certificates. 

Britto hopes to grow 
Vax Aide, and gain volun-
teer drivers from areas in 
Ottawa not being served. 

“We want to work with 
whoever we can and help 
as many people as we 
can,” said Britto. 

For more information, 
visit vaxaide.ca.

anil@ottawavoice.ca 

Anil Jhalli photo
Tamara Di Maso, left, of Kanata helped launch Vax Aide with Malcolm Britto. 
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EARLY CHILDHOOD LEARNING | ELEMENTARY | SECONDARY | ADULT

We all need help from time to time and School is Easy
is here to help you take your learning to the next level.

Phone or Text: 613-600-2655
Email: nepean@schooliseasy.com

www.schooliseasy.com/nepean-tutors

Thinking
of wine

for
Christmas?

• Landscaping by a Professional Team
• Award Winning Company

40
YEARS

Matheson Landscaping Services LTD.
613-839-2730

mathesonlandscaping@rogers.com

•SHRUBS & TREES
       •SHAPING
             •PRUNING

         KANATA 
             REMEMBRANCE DAY CEREMONY 

        (Scaled back) 
        11th November 2021     

            11:00 a.m. at the Cenotaph 
             Village Green Memorial Park,  

      Colchester Square 
      Hosted by the  

Royal Canadian Legion, Kanata-Br. #638 

Due to Ontario’s Step Three restric3on-a maximum 100 
people for outdoor gatherings, it is requested there be 

no spectators; watch the Na3onal Ceremony from home. 

Consider suppor3ng the Kanata Legion’s Poppy Trust 
Fund by ordering a wreath.  For wreath details contact:  

George Pollock at 613-836-2530 or  
treasurer.rclbr638@gmail.com 

Lest We Forget!

Artist selected for local project
BY ANIL JHALLI

An Ottawa artist is set to capture the sights, sounds 
and beauty of a Kanata South area. 

Laura Taler, through her company Grimm Pictures 
Incorporated and who  has worked across a range of 
media including performance, film, sound, sculpture, 
and installation, has been awarded the public art com-
mission for the Monahan Wetlands Public Art Project, 
which is part of the Kanata South Link redevelopment. 

“I was so happy when I found out I won this opportu-
nity,” said Taler. “I worked really hard on this proposal 
and I really look forward to creating something special 
for people to enjoy for years to come.”

An open call for a two-stage public art competition for 
the Monahan Wetlands initiative was held by the City 
of Ottawa’s Public Art program in July of 2020.

 The first stage required the selection committee to 
choose a short list of finalists from the 52 submissions. 

The chosen few were asked to create their final pro-
posals for the second stage. After a review by the com-
mittee, Taler’s submission was selected. The working 
title for her project is MONAHAN. 

Taler’s submission  was selected for its consideration 
of the environment and interactive engagement with 
the community. 

Taler is conducting field recordings on-site as well as 
connecting with neighbourhood residents for mate-
rial. The end result will be an audio work where visitors 
will be able to listen on their personal mobile devices 
using a special quick response code. 

Signs along the wetlands’ walking paths will guide peo-
ple to experience the area through their headphones. 

As visitors make their way through the site, they will 
listen to stories, songs and poems. 

“It’s such an attractive area because of the natural 
landscape,” said Taler. “I want to capture and pay re-
spect to its history.”

Kanata South Coun. Allan Hubley said he’s 

appreciative of Taler’s approach and respect to the 
area as she talks with residents and discovers the his-
tory of the land. 

“It’s going to be really interesting to see what she 
comes up with and I know I am excited to see the final 
product,” said Hubley. 

Taler said MONAHAN is scheduled to be unveiled in 
the summer of 2023.  

Taler said anyone who would like to chat with her re-
garding the area and provide insight is urged to contact 
her at  monahanpublicart@gmail.com

anil@ottawavoice.ca

Anil Jhalli photo
Good Food And Good Company

Friday fish and chips lunches at the Kanata branch of the Royal 
Canadian Legion are back, much to the delight of Robert 
Reynolds, left, and Charlene Generux, who have been waiting 
to get back and enjoy meals with their friends for the first 
time in more than a year. A tradition at the Kanata branch 
for years that takes place every second Friday, COVID-19 
protocols are in place. Reservations are recommended, and 
takeout is also available. 

Do you desire to work for an organization where personal 
growth and development are a top priority? Are you 
interested in working with a vulnerable population where 
you can make a difference in the lives you serve while 
feeling confi dent that you have the skills and tools to be 
successful? If you answered yes to any of these, then 
Home Instead has an opportunity for you!

Home Instead provides a variety of services that allow 
seniors to remain in their homes and meet the challenges 
of aging with dignity and compassion. Home Instead 
loves their CAREGivers and understands that highly 
motivated, productive, and confi dent CAREGivers equal 
happy clients.

Benefi ts of Home Instead:
• We offer a family/team culture where you will feel 

supported by our reliable offi ce staff 24hours a day.
• Because safety and well being are of top priority, 

you will receive all required training and PPE
• We offer a best-in-class training and development 

program with free courses through our online learning 
platform and offer opportunities for advancement.

210 – 260 Hearst Way, Kanata
Phone: 613-599-6906

Email: shaun.sullivan@HomeInstead.com 
www.HomeInsteadOttawa.ca
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Le Conseil municipal pourvoira la charge vacante 
du quartier 4 (Kanata-Nord) par nomination.

Le Conseil municipal a approuvé un processus de nomination visant à pourvoir 
la charge vacante au poste de conseiller municipal ou de conseillère municipale du 
quartier 4 (Kanata-Nord).

En vertu du paragraphe 263(5) de la Loi de 2001 sur les municipalités, le Conseil 
municipal pourvoira la charge vacante en nommant une personne qui a consenti à 
accepter la nomination dans les 60 jours de la déclaration de la charge vacante.

Pour être admissible à occuper une charge, une personne doit :
• être âgée d’au moins 18 ans;
• avoir la citoyenneté canadienne;
• résider à Ottawa, posséder ou louer un terrain sur le territoire d’Ottawa ou être 

le conjoint ou la conjointe du propriétaire ou locataire d’un tel terrain; et
• ne pas faire l’objet d’une interdiction d’occuper une charge municipale ou 

de voter aux termes de la Loi de 1996 sur les élections municipales (LEM) ou 
d’une autre loi.

Toute personne intéressée et possédant les qualités requises, ou son représentant, 
peut soumettre sa candidature du lundi 25 octobre 2021 au vendredi 29 octobre 
2021. Ces candidats doivent prendre rendez-vous pour présenter leurs formulaires 
en personne au Bureau des élections (1221, chemin Cyrville, unité B). Il est possible 
de prendre rendez-vous du lundi au vendredi, de 8 h 30 à 16 h 30, avec le greffi er 
municipal ou son mandataire en composant le 613-580-2660 ou en envoyant un 
courriel à elections@ottawa.ca.

La date limite pour soumettre une candidature est le vendredi 29 octobre 2021, à 
16 h.

Tous les candidats et toutes les candidates doivent remplir un formulaire de con-
sentement du candidat et de déclaration de qualités requises.

Si un représentant dépose le formulaire au nom d’un candidat ou d’une candi-
date, le formulaire doit être dûment rempli par le candidat ou la candidate avant le 
dépôt.

Le candidat ou la candidate, ou son représentant, déposant le formulaire devra 
fournir une pièce d’identité. Si une pièce d’identité ne peut être présentée, le candi-
dat ou la candidate, ou son représentant, peut remplir le formulaire de Déclaration 
d’identité. Tous les formulaires nécessaires se trouvent en ligne à ottawa.ca/votez.

Après la fi n de la période de déclaration des candidatures, le greffi er municipal 
examinera chacune des demandes déposées pour vérifi er qu’elles satisfont aux exi-
gences de la Loi de 1996 sur les élections municipales et, le cas échéant, il certifi era 
la candidature. À la fi n de la période de déclaration des candidatures, le greffi er 
municipal remettra au Conseil une note de service accompagnée de la liste des 
candidats et candidates certifi és.

Le greffi er présentera un rapport au Conseil le vendredi 5 novembre 2021 qui 
comprendra la liste des candidats et candidates certifi és et décrira le processus de 
nomination pour pourvoir la charge vacante du quartier 4 (Kanata-Nord). Une 
séance extraordinaire du Conseil aura lieu le mercredi 10 novembre 2021, 15 
minutes après la fi n de la réunion ordinaire du Conseil prévue à cette date, pour 
nommer un candidat ou une candidate en vue de pourvoir le siège vacant du quart-
ier 4 (Kanata-Nord).

Pour en savoir plus, consultez ottawa.ca/votez ou communiquez avec le Bureau 
des élections en composant le 613-580-2660 ou en envoyant un courriel à elec-
tions@ottawa.ca.

Cet avis est publié par M. Rick O’Connor, greffi er municipal

Provincial grant helps 
with upgrades at shelter

BY ANIL JHALLI

Interior renovations unveiled recent-
ly at Chrysalis House Violence Against 
Women Shelter are designed to make the 
facility more accessible for residents. 

The upgrades were made possible 
through a $105,800 provincial grant 
through the Ontario Foundation. The 
improvements include a facelift to two 
bathrooms and the widening of all 
doorways.

The Western Ottawa Community 
Resource Centre (WOCRC) operates  
Chrysalis House. 

“It is essential that all women and chil-
dren leaving violent situations have a 
safe place to live—a place where acces-
sibility makes it possible to live as in-
dependently and with as much dignity 
as possible,” said Cristina DiTomaso, 
the acting executive director of the 
WOCRC. “Chrysalis House serves a high 
proportion of older women and women 
who identify with a form of physical or 
cognitive impairment, trauma and/or 
mobility concerns. We are grateful for the 
generous grant that allowed us to reno-
vate to meet the needs of more women.”

Erin Baydak, team manager at the shel-
ter, said the upgrades are complete. 

“We want to give our residents a place 
where they can feel comfortable,” she 
said. “Some parts of the facility were just 
showing age, and this really gives the 
women a sense of dignity.”

Residents can now navigate the shel-
ter independently thanks to wider doors 
with automatic door openers that fully 
swing open.

 The bathrooms are now barrier free, 
have wider doors, roll- in showers, hand-
held shower heads, lowered floating 
sinks, higher toilets and slip resistant 
floors. Access to a personal support 
worker is available if needed. 

“This shelter and the WOCRC play a 
significant role in supporting women 
who are in need of help and protection,” 
said Kanata-Carleton MPP Merrilee 
Fullerton. “I commend the work of the 
staff who are providing a safe place 
and essential care and attention for the 
residents.” 

Chrysalis House  serves approximately 
150 women and their dependents each 
year. 

anil@ottawavoice.ca 

Photo provided
 From left to right: Beth Puddicombe, representing the Ontario Trillium Foundation, Kanata-
Carleton MPP Merrilee Fullerton, Erin Baydak, the team manager of the Chrysalis House 
Violence Against Women Shelter, Cristina DiTomaso the  interim executive director of 
the Western Ottawa Community Resource Centre  and Lisa MacLeod, MPP for Nepean 
and minister of heritage, sport, tourism and culture industries were part of a recent 
announcement for improvements at the Chrysalis House, which is operated by the Western 
Ottawa Community Resource Centre. 
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COMMUNITY BUSINESS DIRECTORY - 613-458-6423

HOUSE CLEANING

YOUR LOCAL SERVICE COMPANIES ARE 
FOUND HERE IN YOUR COMMUNITY VOICE

Ray’s Tree Removal Service
• Trimming
• Stump Removal

Same Day / Emergency Service

Senior
Discount25%

FullyFully
InsuredInsured 613-850-4444

TREE SERVICES

VISIONVISION
IRON WORKSIRON WORKS

Steel custom-made railings and wall railings.
For everyone you care about. Safety goes a long way.

TERRY • 613-796-2539

3 SWEETNAM DR., BUILDING 1. #144, STITTSVILLE
VISIONIRONWORKS@GMAIL.COM WWW.VISIONIRONWORKS.COM

FREE ESTIMATES

IRON WORKS
• Junk & Clutter Removal
• Estate & Moving Cleanouts
• Fences & Decks Torn Down
• Construction & Reno Debris
• Lawn & Garden Waste, Trees Cut
• Small Shed & Building Demolition

CHEAP RATES • NO-NONSENSE
ALWAYS AVAILABLE

613-899-7269

JUNK REMOVAL

Fully Insured. Independently Owned and Operated in Ottawa since 1998. *Electrical work performed by ECRA contractors.

613-723-5021
Ottawa.handymanconnection.com

Carpentry • Electrical* • Plumbing
Kitchen & Bath Remodels

• Painting • General Repairs

One Call Gets the Things 
You Want Done...DONE!

HANDY MAN

HUNT’S
PAINTING

Scott Hunt • 613-612-9727
hunts-painting@rogers.com

• FREE Estimates
• Drywall & minor repairs

BRINGING HOMES TO LIFE

PAINTING

Small Renos • Trim Install • Handyman • Spray painting • Small Repairs

PAINTING

BH Roofing
ONE CALL DOES IT ALL

613-277-9713
www.bhroofing.ca

15 years Warranty
on labour

Over 30 years
experience

Fully insured
Free Estimates

ROOFING

Commercial or Residential
thewaterdoctor.ca • 613-880-0587

WE’RE THERE FOR YOU WHEN YOUR WATER BREAKS
� Plumbing
� Water Treatment
� Softeners
� U.V. Sterilizers
� Water Pumps
� Wells & Extensions

WATER

McConville Movers
 Piano Moving Specialists
 613.749.2673 | 613.725.3940
 mcconvillemovers@gmail.com
 www.mcconvillemovers.ca

PIANO MOVERS

Upgrades being done to pumping station in Kanata North
BY ANIL JHALLI

The City of Ottawa is mak-
ing necessary improve-
ments to the Briar Ridge 
Pump Station. 

 The pumping station, 
which was constructed 
in 2002, is located at 960 
Klondike Road. Its existing 
equipment is nearing its life 
cycle and requires replace-
ment to meet standard 
practices.

 With these upgrades, the 
station is expected to in-
crease its capacity to service 

the future development of 
the Kanata North Urban 
Expansion Area.

 Plans include installing 
a new backup generator 
required for emergency 
situations, replacing two 
existing pumps with three 
new pumps  and other mis-
cellaneous improvements. 

No tree removal is expect-
ed, and a study will be con-
ducted to determine any 
risks to protected species. 

The pump station was 
designed to serve the Briar 
Ridge subdivision and 

surrounding drainage 
area of approximately 128 
hectares.

City planners expect a de-
sign to be finalized in late 
2021, and construction is 
scheduled to begin in March 
of 2022, and continue into 
June 2023. 

The improvements will 
cost roughly $500,000. For 
more information, please 
visit https://ottawa.ca/en/
city-hall/public-engage-
ment/projects/briar-ridge-
pump-station-upgrades.

anil@ottawavoice.ca 
City of Ottawa

The City of Ottawa is improving the Briar Ridge Pump Station.
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info@diamondview.ca  •  613-227-8608
2510 Old Second Line Rd Kanata

Diamondview
BOOKING FOR 
SPRING 2022

Installation & Repairs
    Fences, decks, railings,
    interlock, landscaping

DECKS & FENCES

Dwell Tectonics Ltd.
• Renovations • Restorations • Bathrooms

• Kitchens • In-Law Suites • Basements
• Water Damage Repair

Richard Balon
rpbalon@gmail.com•613-220-1594

References available•Insured•Serving Ottawa for Over 30 Years

HOME IMPROVEMENT

• Drywall• Drywall
• Taping• Taping
• Stippled Ceiling Repairs• Stippled Ceiling Repairs
• Painting• Painting

• Custom Basements• Custom Basements
• Decks• Decks
• Repairs of all kinds
• New Additions and Garages

KANATA DRYWALL
& RENOVATIONS

Fixing Kanata walls for 25 years
Call Chris (613) 724-7376

chris9charlebois@hotmail.com

L
S

s
d Garagesd Garages

ears
6

HOME IMPROVEMENT

The Odd Job Man

Drywall & repairs•Tile & fl oor•Deck & fence
Carpentry work•Kitchen & bath•Painting
Plumbing & electrical• Garden & design

THERE IS NO JOB TOO SMALL FOR US!

www.theoddjobman.ca•613-220-5488•info@theoddjobman.cawww.theoddjobman.ca•613-220-5488•info@theoddjobman.ca

HANDY MAN

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE NOW!
ECRA & ESA Certified License #7004993

Email: centennial.electric@bell.net
Phone: (613) 229-1678 

Centennial ElectricCentennial Electric
• Commercial     • Residential• Commercial     • Residential

• Kitchen     • Basement• Kitchen     • Basement

ELECTRICIAN

CUSTOM CARPENTRY
Finished Basements

20 Years’ experience • Fully Insured
References Available

JM
Jeffrey Martin  (613) 796-7859 CELL

www.jmcustomcarpentry.ca

HOME IMPROVEMENT

GIO’S KITCHEN AND BATH
YOUR COMPLETE HOME IMPROVEMENT SPECIALIST
6134076645 • WWW.GIORENO.COM

Kitchens & Bathrooms Specialist

CREDIT CARDS
ACCEPTED

DESIGN AND REMODEL
References Available Upon Request

FREE IN-HOME ESTIMATES
Licensed • Insured • Over 15 Years Experience

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Garden makeovers
Design & Planting

Certifi ed Horticulturalists
Call 613 266 9749

LANDSCAPING

News

City expanding 
photo radar cameras
BY ANIL JHALLI

Fifteen school zones 
across the capital – includ-
ing three in Kanata- will 
have photo radar cameras 
enforcing speed limits by 
the end of 2022. 

The City of Ottawa is ex-
panding its Automated 
Speed Enforcement (ASE) 
program over the next 
year. 

Two more cameras will 
be placed in Kanata South, 
including on Abbeyhill 
Drive in front of A.Y. 
Jackson Secondary School 
and on Bridgestone 
Avenue in front of  École 
Élémentaire et Secondaire 
Maurice- Lapointe. 

One new camera will 
be built near All Saints 
Catholic High School in 

Kanata North, on Kanata 
Avenue from Goulbourn 
Forced Road to Walden 
Drive. 

Ottawa currently has 
eight cameras set up in 
school zones, including 
Katimavik Road in front of 
Holy Trinity Catholic High 
School.

  Between mid-July of last 
year and mid-July of 2021, 
101,778 tickets were is-
sued by the photo radar 
cameras, generating $5.4 
million in revenue.

Money from the ASE pro-
gram will be reinvested 
into the City’s Safer Roads 
Ottawa program, which 
uses education, engi-
neering and enforcement 
to promote greater road 
safety for all road users.

anil@ottawavoice.ca 

Algonquin joins Hub350 as academic partner
BY ANIL JHALLI

Algonquin College is 
the latest post-secondary 
institution joining the 
Kanata North Business 
Association (KNBA) and 
its Hub350 project. 

Located at 350 Legget 
Drive in the Kanata North 
Technology Park, Hub350 
will serve as a meeting spot 
for executives, academ-
ics and prospective busi-
ness partners working in 
Canada’s largest technol-
ogy park. 

The partnership with 
the business associa-
tion allows programs at 
Algonquin to be show-
cased with experts in the 
field while providing on-
site training opportuni-
ties for students who will 
be directly connected 
with the KNBA’s network 
of companies.

“Algonquin College con-
tinues to be a communi-
ty leader in building and 
fostering partnerships 
that help our learners 
grow, prosper and achieve 
their career dreams and 
lifelong success,” said 
Claude Brulé, Algonquin 
College’s president and 
chief executive officer in a 
release. “Our partnership 
at Hub350 is another step 
forward in helping lever-
age the college’s broad 
range of expertise and 
provide our learners with 
the real-world experiences 
and connections they will 
need to find success.”

The collaboration be-
tween Algonquin and the 
KNBA includes participa-
tion in the Discover Kanata 
Career Fair, the business 
association’s annual tal-
ent and tech expo. 

The partnership  expands 

the college’s presence in 
Ottawa beyond its main 
campus and in the Kanata 
North Technology Park to 
offer programming and 
build relationships with 
more than 500 technology 
businesses. 

“We are pleased to wel-
come Algonquin College 
as a founding partner 
at Hub350,” said Julia 
Frame, director of part-
nerships with the KNBA. 

“Algonquin’s presence will 
provide new opportuni-
ties for collaboration and 
strengthen the academic 
community in Kanata 
North.”

Algonquin College joins 
the University of Ottawa, 
Carleton University and 
Queen’s University as aca-
demic partners at Hub350, 
which is set to be unveiled 
this week.

anil@ottawavoice.ca 

Urgent Need for Adopters, Fosters 
& Donors to Help our Rescue

hungryandhomeless.ottawa@gmail.cohungryandhomeless.ottawa@gmail.comm

Hungry and Homeless Cat Rescue

Annie & Newel Annie & Newel 
are availableare available
for adoption.for adoption.
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My name is Lexi. Missing from Stikine Dr, between
Kanata Av and Goldridge area. I’m a tabby,

brown w/orange markings. Wearing a purple
collar with name and phone number. 613-592-2865

WEEKLY SUNDAY BINGO NOW ON! 
STARTS AT 12:45PM

WIN UP TO $1300 - LIMITED TO 50 PEOPLE

1pm - Kanata Legion - 70 Hines Rd
For more info Call Clay: 613-301-2651

COVID 19 SAFETY PROTOCOLS IN PLACE

Yearly cycling fundraiser raises record funds in 2021
BY JOHN CURRY AND ANIL JHALLI

The Grassroot Grannies recently 
held the 12th annual Ride To Turn The 
Tide event and raised a record $97,000 
for the Stephen Lewis Foundation’s 
Grandmother  to  Grandmother 
campaign.

The previous top annual amount raised 
was $77,000 in 2019. 

The Stephen Lewis Foundation is an 
organization that supports African 
grandmothers who are caring for their 
grandchildren after the parents have 
died due to AIDS related illnesses.  

“This ride has been an amazing 
fundraiser for the Stephen Lewis 
Foundation,” said Judy Simser, a resi-
dent of Kanata Lakes who has been with 
the Grassroot Grannies since its incep-
tion. “How fortunate are we to be cycling 
amongst friends and enjoying our rural 
countryside.”

The Bushtukah store on Hazeldean 
Road in Stittsville was once again the 
start and end point location for the 
ride, unlike last year when the send-off 
was replaced by small group departures 
without any fanfare. 

The 100 km route went to Morris Island 
Conservation Area and the Fitzroy 
Provincial Park. The 75 km route fea-
tured lunch on the beach at Constance 
Bay while the 50 km route went through 
Richmond. 

“In order to cycle these greater dis-
tances, we must train during the sum-
mertime,” continued Simser, who raised 
nearly $4,000 for the cause. “Having just 
celebrated my 80th birthday, cycling 
healthy distances two or three times a 
week serves as excellent exercise but is 
especially beneficial socially.”

And while the ride itself was cut back 
again this year like last year from three 
days and 260 kilometres km to one day 
and 50, 75 or 100 km with social distanc-
ing rules in place, there were 35 cyclists 
assisted by five support people. 

In pre-pandemic times, the cyclists 
would cover 260 km over three days, 
stopping for food and accommodation 
with Grandmother-to-Grandmother 
groups along the way.

 For this year, like last year a one-day 
event, cyclists brought their own lunch, 
water and snacks for the route. 

“ I  k n e w  h o w  c o m f o r t a b l e 

our grandmothers and grandchildren 
are in Canada and felt we had the time 
and energy to raise funds to benefit those 
African grandmothers with their mul-
tiple challenges,” said Simser on the rea-
son she joined the Grassroot Grannies. 

“This ride that we do really educates the 
public on what we are doing, and the rea-
son and the cause they are donating to.”

For more information, visit grassroot 
grannies.com.

editorial@ottawavoice.ca

Photo provided
From left to right: Christine Walton, Jill Doherty, Judy Simser, Fair Rapsey, Sue Cousineau, 
Nancy Hough and Pat Bennett participate in the 2021 Ride To Turn The Tide cycling fundraiser. 

Youngsters using talent and hobbies in business venture
BY ANIL JHALLI

A trio of Glen Cairn kids 
started their own knitting 
and looming business with 
a goal of raising money for 

the Children’s Hospital of 
Eastern Ontario (CHEO).

Lyla Upper recently 
opened a rainbow loom 
shop and makes and sells 
bracelets, rings, necklaces, 

and a variety of original 
crafted items.

She looms and weaves  
colourful rubber and 
plastic bands, often called 
loom bands. 

 “I like making this kind of 
stuff and I thought CHEO 
really helps kids so why 
not try and do something 
for the kids that need help,” 
said Lyla. 

She recruited two of her 
friends and neighbours, 
Millie Leblanc and Rosalie 
Chandler, who are bringing 
their expertise in crochet 
patterns to the project. 

“We saw Lyla and we 
asked her if she wanted 
some help,” said Millie. 

Rosalie, a student at St. 
James Catholic School, 
joined the school’s knitting 
club and taught Millie what 
she learned in school.

“I like doing this kind 
of stuff and being part of 
this with Lyla and Millie 
has been a lot of fun,” said 
Rosalie. 

The three friends said 
they plan on keeping the 
business open through 
the fall. 

For more information 
on what the trio sells, and 
prices, please contact jazz.
tk@hotmail.com or  follow 

the Facebook page, Lyla’s 
Rainbow Loom and Stuff 
Shop.

anil@ottawavoice.ca 

Anil Jhalli photo
Lyla Upper, left, Millie Leblanc, centre, and Rosalie Chandler are making items like bracelets 
and rings. 
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Another reason for taking a pass now, says 
the high school drama teacher is “I am cer-
tain Jim Watson and his cabal will never 
appoint someone like me who is going to 
challenge him and has challenged him for 
years.”

“And another thing, of course, is that 
Marianne Wilkinson, through her agents 
(community associations) have lobbied 
city council already to get appointed. It 
sounds like city council has already made 
their decision.

“I don’t care to run in a mini-election at city 
hall where the people who are voters are the 
councillors. I think, for me, if I ever have the 
privilege to serve here, it has to be because 
voters (in the ward) said so.” 

At press time, three people had confirmed 
their interest in vying for the vacant seat.  

The first is former councillor Marianne 
Wilkinson, who retired in 2018. She has the 
backing of every community association 
executive in Kanata North, as well as the 
board of the Kanata Greenspace Protection 
Coalition and the Kanata Central Kanata 
Business Improvement Area. The presi-
dents of the residents’ associations penned 
a letter addressed to every member of coun-
cil urging them to appoint the former Mayor 
of Kanata, saying they needed Wilkinson’s 
experience around the council table with 
several pressing unresolved issues in the 
ward.

Former Ottawa-Carleton District School 
Board (OCDSB) chair Cathy Curry has also 
put her name forward.

A member of several high profile boards in 

the city, including the Children’s Hospital of 
Eastern Ontario, Curry says she can hit the 
ground running with the many important 
issues facing the ward, including the budget, 
official plan, Kanata Lakes golf course court 
action and other development pressures.

She told Your Community Voice her inter-
est is filling the role for the remaining few 
months of the term and will not be running 
in the October 2022 election.

Christine Moulaison is the third to 
announce her intention to seek the 
appointment.

She has been involved in the community 
for many years through her volunteer work 
with the OCDSB. She is currently vice-chair 
of the Ottawa Carleton Assembly of School 
Councils. 

“I’ll work hard to prove myself to the resi-
dents through my actions and track record 
in previous positions,” she said. “I plan to 
use all the knowledge and experience I 
have gained to represent the constituents 
of Kanata North at city hall.”

Interested and qualified individuals can 
submit applications until 4:00 p.m. on 
Friday, Oct. 29.

The city clerk will issue a report to City 
council on Friday, Nov. 5 that includes a list 
of certified applicants. A special session of 
City council will be held on Wednesday, Nov. 
10 where applicants will have five minutes 
to address council members, who will then 
vote on their preferred candidate.

For more information, please visit ottawa.
ca/vote or contact the Elections Office by 
phone at 613-580-2660 or email at elec-
tions@ottawa.ca

editorial@ottawavoice.ca

Community hero spreading awareness
BY ANIL JHALLI

Deane Gorsline and his 
wife, Danielle Peters, re-
ceived news on Christmas 
Eve of 2018 that would 
change their lives forever. 

Gorsline, 29 at the time, 
was diagnosed with 
Amyotrophic Lateral 
Sclerosis (ALS). 

For some time, he was 
experiencing muscle 
twitches  and unex-
plained weakness in his 
hand but attributed it to 
the years of being physi-
cally active and his time 
spent with the Canadian 
Armed Forces. 

Gorsline was told he 
had two to five years to 
live. Since his diagnosis, 
Gorsline, now 32, has 
been spreading the mes-
sage  for improved treat-
ments for ALS.

Gorsline co-founded a 
patient-led group, ALS 
Action Canada, to push 
for faster drug-approval 
in Canada and increased 
funding for rapid clinical 
trials. 

“We have had success-
es integrating into the 
existing provincial, fed-
eral and pharmaceutical 
stakeholder landscape 
and bringing the unfil-
tered patient voice to 
policy makers that can 
influence change,” said 
Gorsline in an email ex-
change.  “We’ve had our 
growing pains and need 
to expand our patient 
network to bring more 
patient voices to bear on 
the issues that are central 
to our life expectancy.”

Even though ALS has 
gradually taken his ability 
to walk and requires him 

to be fed through a tube, 
the soldier continues to 
fight for a cause that is 
important to him. 

 Earlier this year, he 
walked for nearly 30 
hours, with the help of 
family and friends, at 
the Walter Baker Park in 
Kanata South in the Walk 
To End ALS, an event he 
organized to highlight an 
inefficient drug approval 
process and to help fund 
the fight against ALS. He 
raised over $23,000 for 
ALS research and an ad-
ditional $5,500 for patient 
support programs.

“I am a pretty driven 
individual that doesn’t 
settle for average perfor-
mances from myself,” he 
added. “One can always 
improve.”

T h e  K a t i m a v i k -
Hazeldean Community 
Association (KHCA) re-
cently honoured Gorsline 
a s  i t s  C o m m u n i t y 

Hero for the month of 
September. 

“Dean is an inspiration, 
and he lives right here 
in our community,” said 
Matthew Brearey, vice 
president of the KHCA. 
“What he is doing is 
amazing, and the aware-
ness he is trying to create 
is important.”

Gorsline appreciates the 
sense of community. 

“I grew up in rural north-
ern British Columbia and 
have had trouble finding 
community spirit in the 
big city so the warm sup-
port which everyone from 
the community, from my 
street, McCurdy Drive, 
and Walter Baker Park, ex-
pressed was very encour-
aging,” said Gorsline. 
“This reinforces my will 
to keep moving forward.”

For more information, 
visit deaneswalktoen-
dals.com. 

anil@ottawavoice.ca 

Photo provided
Deane Gorsline was diagnosed with ALS almost three years 
ago. 

$65
cashback for 

every 25hrs of 
care weekly.

Tel: 613-913-5515                                                   
Email: Offi ce@caremango.com                                  
Website: www.caremango.com

Our services 
Respite care! Palliative care! Grooming! Bathing! Dress 
up! Getting in and out of bed! Errands! Live in and out 
services! Wound-care! Continence and incontinence care!

Do you need home-care/nursing services at the comfort 
of your home for your loved ones? Parents! Family 
members. Call and book a service with us today at 
Caremango Senior Services for all your home-care needs.

Use our drive thru-care 
services 24hrs daily for 

urgent home-care needs
We save you hundreds of dollars in

care with same quality of care.
Psws! Rpns! 

Rns available
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HAZELDEAN GARDENS RETIREMENT RESIDENCE
6130 Hazeldean Road, Stittsville K2S 2M2         www.hazeldeangardens.ca

CALL 613-903-6949 FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO SCHEDULE A TOUR.CALL 613-903-6949 FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO SCHEDULE A TOUR.

The Ottawa area’s premier
retirement residence located nearby

in the heart of Stittsville

WHICH OPTION DO YOU WHICH OPTION DO YOU 
CHOOSE THIS WINTER?CHOOSE THIS WINTER?

Whether Hazeldean Gardens becomes your Whether Hazeldean Gardens becomes your 
new home, or is just an escape from winter new home, or is just an escape from winter 
and feelings of isolation, you’ll enjoy all that and feelings of isolation, you’ll enjoy all that 
we have to offer.we have to offer.


