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Canada Day 
in Kanata could look 

different in 2022
BY ANIL JHALLI

There's a plan to hold 
a Canada Day in Kanata 
event in 2022. 

How it will look remains 
to be seen. 

The popular event that 
has attracted upwards of 
40,000 people to Walter 
Baker  Park has not been 
held since 2019 because of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
An event this size needs a 
lot of co-ordination and 
many volunteers.

The Canada Day in Kanata 
Association (CDKA), which 
oversees Kanata 's summer 
tradition, is seeking new 
board members to fill key 
positions as 2022 Canada 
Day in Kanata plans are 
underway. 

C o l i n  L a y c o c k ,  a 
former president of the 
CDKA, currently serves 

as a consultant to the 
association. 

He said the CDKA is 
looking to fill three to five 
positions and hopes to 
unveil new board members 
by May 1. 

“We had board members 
who made their intentions 
known after the 2019 event, 
that they were looking to 
move on,” said Laycock. “If 
anyone wants to volunteer, 
we will take as many people 
as we can.”

With over four months 
until the gates open, 
Laycock said the biggest 
hurdle facing planners 
is securing sponsors and 
vendors from the small 
business community that 
has been hit hard by the 
pandemic over the past 
two years. 

PLEASE SEE LOOK, PAGE 6 

Photos provided
Golden Feeling

Katelyn Goodger, pictured on the left, is all smiles after 
winning gold at the 2022 Elizabeth Manley Winter Classic 
last month, while Lucas Dai, pictured above, also skated to a 
gold medal finish at the skating competition. For more on this 
story, please see page 16. 
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ocsb.ca/register
Register now:

DO MEANINGFUL WORK
WE’RE HIRING SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS

At First Student, our School Bus Drivers are  
an integral part of the communities they serve.  

We are your friends, family, and neighbours!

workatfirst.com           613.721.5500

We are proud to offer:
• Competitive Wages • Flexible Hours • Free Training

We are an equal opportunity employer that values a diverse workforce.

Anil Jhalli photo
Celebrate Women Everywhere

Jill Skinner, left, a retired deputy police chief with the Ottawa Police Service, was the guest speaker 
at  an International Women’s Day event hosted by Kanata North Coun. Cathy Curry on Mar. 8 at 
the John G. Mlacak Community Centre.
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613.595.1116 | BridlewoodRetirement.com 613.903.6136 | TimberwalkRetirement.com

Come out and explore everything Retirement Living
has to o�er. Enjoy an all-inclusive lifestyle in a private
suite at one of our Riverstone communities in Kanata.

• Full continuum of care: Independent Living,
 Assisted Living and Memory Care

• A variety of activities and events to keep our
 residents healthy, happy, and connected

In-person tours are now available! Call Karen at
Bridlewood Trails or Anita at Timberwalk today.

Spring into
Retirement Living

Resource centre bringing back in-person programs
BY JORGE MARIA

The Western Ottawa Community Resource Centre (WOCRC) is having conversa-
tions with the clients it serves.

An open house on Feb. 23 solicited feedback from key groups and revealed plans 
for the coming year.

The public meeting, one in a continuing series of planned “community conversa-
tions”, focused on youth and seniors, two vulnerable groups identified by the resource 
centre.

The pandemic has strained mental health and resources for youth. With classes 
offered by the centre restricted or moved strictly online, many in-person programs 
were cancelled over the past two years.

The continued easing of restrictions means that new in-person programs are in de-
velopment and some have already returned. The WOCRC is now “offering in-person 
child, youth and adult counselling; walk-in/ crisis support and youth drop-in and reg-
istered groups,” Angela Lorusso, rural capacity developer, told Your Community Voice.

A particular highlight is The Zone program which has been running since mid-Janu-
ary. Youth 12 to 18 are invited to the Constance Bay Community Centre every Tuesday, 
from 4-7 p.m. to “make new friends and gain new skills by participating in games and 
activities with a focus on mental health, supports and resources,” Lorusso said.

Before the pandemic, transportation from school to different programs was com-
mon, but no longer. However, “we’re certainly looking at how we can better support 
youth around access.” Lorusso added.

Heidi Wieler, service coordinator for the WOCRC, noted the pandemic has been dif-
ficult for seniors, but there have been some positives as well.

According to Wieler, the social phone call, a weekly conference call between 15 to 20 
seniors, was called a “lifesaver” by one participant. But the WOCRC is now looking to 
the future and reintroducing previously mothballed programs.

T h e v e r y p o p u l a r Community Cafes are coming back with the first one scheduled 

in Fitzroy Harbour at Bethel St. Andrew’s Church on April 20 at 1:30 p.m, with more to 
follow in the coming months.

A lunch for seniors and older adults is also in the works for West Carleton residents.
“This will be a free event s p o n s o re d by We s t Carleton Coun. Eli El-Chantiry and 

it will be a celebration to bring the community together to reconnect,” Wieler said. 
Plans are still in flux due to the pandemic. The centre recommends visiting its website 
for the most up-to-date information on programs and changes.

Community conversations will continue throughout the year.
“This is an opportunity to connect and collaborate with the West Carleton commu-

nity on issues that impact them,” Lorruso said.
editorial@ottawavoice.ca

Are you retired or are you Looking 
for a part time job without having to 
work evenings or weekends? Your 
Community Voice is looking for a part time 
commissioned sales person.

We offer an established protected territory 
and a comprehensive health plan. Ideal 
candidate should be comfortable meeting 
members of our community and local 
merchants and have their own car.

Please call 613-458-6423
or email sales@ottawavoice.ca CommunityVoiceYour

Your Community Newspaper
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BY STEVE DESROCHES 
@SteveDesroches

For city hall watchers, it is 
not surprising that there is 
a peculiar calm out of city 
hall after recent dramatic 
events. 

It is the quiet that you 
might see after a formida-
ble military battle, or in this 
case, a major political skir-
mish. This stillness is sure-
ly temporary ahead of the 

looming 2022 provincial 
and municipal elections. 

It is highly likely that may-
oral candidates and pros-
pects are assessing the 
miffed mood of Ottawa 
voters. 

As things go, the pandem-
ic has helped foster an or-
nery voting public. After all, 
most people are tired and 
impatient after enduring 
the personal sacrifice and 
upheaval of the pandemic. 

These are not ideal condi-
tions for elected officials. 
The recent political events 
at city hall have been un-
precedented and have 
surely enhanced voter 
malaise. I hope mayoral 
candidates are using this 
time to draft sound policy 

ideas instead of rants and 
grievances. 

Smart candidates will 
have a portfolio of plans 
that make them stand out 
as viable contenders.

In the next few columns 
I will put forward a few 
modest ideas that could be 
part of city-wide platform 
discussions. 

A few weeks ago, I paid 
tribute to the late school 
board trustee John Curry. 
I called on all of us to mar-
shal John’s example of civil 
dialogue and positive po-
litical discourse. Lately 
city council meetings have 
been raucous and politi-
cally charged. There have 
been claims by some that 
there has been procedural 

unfairness and much ado 
about cut off microphones. 

Regrettably these are not 
unusual circumstances 
for most legislatures and 
very common during the 
theatre of Question Period. 
The drama is also not new 
to city hall and I can attest 
that the political debates 
got very hot when the 
North-South LRT was un-
ceremoniously axed. 

It may be time however 
to re-introduce an old idea 
that city council dismissed 
over a decade ago. The time 
may be right to have city 
council meetings moderat-
ed and chaired by a speaker 
instead of the mayor. 

A similar arrangement is 
in place in Toronto where a 

city councillor is appointed 
as the speaker to manage 
the to and fro as a presid-
ing officer. 

The speaker would be 
elected by city council and 
would receive no addi-
tional remuneration. This 
new leadership role would 
help ensure that the per-
son chairing the meeting 
is procedurally neutral and 
not directly part of the city 
council debates. 

It might avoid the percep-
tion by some that the city 
council chair is somehow 
biased in managing the 
deliberations. 

Of course the speaker 
would vote on matters 
and have the ability to rep-
resent their constituents by 
temporarily turning over 
their chair duties when a 
policy or ward issue was 
on the table. Ideally, the 

councillor selected would 
be experienced with a 
good understanding of 
city council procedures. 
They would also need to 
be broadly respected by 
their colleagues from all 
parts of the political spec-
trum. More than personal 
popularity, they would also 
need to be a strong leader 
to maintain decorum and 
apply the procedural rules 
with a goal of an efficient, 
professional and produc-
tive meeting. 

Effective and well run city 
council meetings ultimate-
ly rely on the conduct and 
spirit of collaboration of 
each of its members. But a 
new speaker position may 
help keep the temperature 
at city hall at a low boil.

Steve Desroches is a for-
mer City of Ottawa coun-
cillor and deputy-mayor.

OP-ED: Time is right for an old idea

Referendum on healthcare
As we take baby steps into the new norm as the 

province begins to lift restrictions forced on the public 
for two years, it is time to take stock on the healthcare 
system as a whole.  

One part that needs more than a simple bandaid, for 
example, is the nursing profession that is experiencing 
an unprecedented exodus of members from the 
profession.

The province’s recent offer of a $5,000 retention 
bonus is only for the most senior nurses. Let’s keep in 
mind that they have had their salaries frozen for the 
past four years.

 We aren’t begrudging the salary bump for others 
on the frontline, such as police, firefighters and even 
teachers, but the gap between those civil servants 
and the backbone of the healthcare system has been 
allowed to grow exponentially.

 To steal a line from the late, great comedian, Roger 
Dangerfield: “They don’t get no respect”.

 This provincial election needs be a referendum on 
healthcare.

 Remember those promises in 2018 to end hallway 
healthcare?

 The present government can be excused for failing 
to follow through with the pressures of the pandemic.

 But with less than 100 days until voters go to the polls 

we need to hear from Ford Nation and his opponents 
on what their fix is for a system that has delayed tens of 
thousands of medical procedures over the past many 
months.

 A permanent solution is also needed to the handover 
of patients from ambulances to emergency rooms. 
This dangerous practice has been allowed to fester for 
far too long where paramedics are tied up at hospitals 
for hours leaving large metropolitan areas across the 
province without proper coverage.

 The list of what ills our healthcare system is a long 
one.

 There too is the mental health tsunami coming as 
a direct result of caging the population as wave after 
wave of the coronavirus washed over this province.

 
And don’t forget the vulnerable long term care sector 

that saw our parents and grandparents abandoned at 
the onset of the pandemic.

 The problem-plagued homecare system also needs 
a fix.

 Don’t let this election campaign be about wearing 
masks, distancing, hand washing, sending your kids 
to school or not or vaccines versus no vaccines.

Let it be about making healthcare a priority over all 
else.
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Merrilee
Fullerton

Member of Provincial Parliament
Kanata-Carleton

240 Michael Cowpland Dr. Suite 100 Kanata, ON K2M 1P6
613-599-3000 • merrilee.fullerton@pc.ola.org

www.merrileefullerton.ca

ONGOING SUPPORT FOR
VOLUNTEERISM IN OUR COMMUNITY   
I believe that strong and active volunteer groups make for 

healthy, enriched communities. This thought is at the core of my 
Kanata-Carleton Community Volunteer Initiative, released in 
2019. 

The last couple of years have been challenging, but generous 
and caring acts by local volunteers have made a remarkable 
difference in Kanata and West Carleton. 

My Community Offi ce staff have been proactive in providing 
support to local volunteer groups and community associations. 
We have promoted greater engagement and an awareness of 
volunteerism in our community. We have used social media, 
traditional and community news, as well as presentations to help 
profi le the programs and achievements of volunteer efforts. 

Over the past two years we have also held four volunteer 
roundtable discussions – the most recent being in February 
2022. Approximately three dozen organizations have 
participated in our roundtables. Reports on the discussions 
are sent out to more than 70 contacts representing over 50 
volunteer organizations. By sharing the news and insights of our 
volunteers we strengthen the network of local groups that do so 
much to help those who are most in need in our community. 

Through the years I have worked with community associations 
and helped to profi le their neighbourhood activities. I have 
toured many facilities to speak with volunteers, from the 
Shepherds of Good Hope housing project on Castlefrank Road 
to the Dave Smith Youth Treatment Centre in Carp. The Province 
has provided fi nancial support for everything from the Kanata 
Seniors’ Centre to the Diefenbunker Museum. 

A recent announcement that was great fun was the ribbon 
cutting event hosted by the West Carleton Snowmobile Trails 
Association. Local sledders are responsible for realizing a 
dream of retrofi tting the interprovincial rail bridge that spans the 
Ottawa River – and, today, we now have in our own backyard 
the longest snowmobile bridge in the world. The bridge is 
a tremendous recreational asset for our community and the 
Province was pleased to help fi nance the $425,000 project. I 
was happy to support Paul McDonald and all the sledders who 
made this possible.   

Volunteer efforts, like those of the sledders, are very important 
to our community. Through the pandemic and natural disasters 
that have impacted our community, we have gained a full 
appreciation for the value of volunteerism. Volunteers are the 
glue of our community and I am very pleased to be supporting 
their efforts.  

Thank you to all who participate in the volunteer activities in 
Kanata and West Carleton.

You can get more information about the community volunteer 
roundtable discussions by contacting my offi ce. 

Please do not hesitate to connect with me and my Community Offi ce 
staff if there is something we can do for you and your family.

ELI
EL-CHANTIRY

Councillor
West Carleton - March 

Ward 5

City Hall - 613-580-2475
Ward Offi  ce - 613-580-2424 Ext. 32246

eli.el-chantiry@ottawa.ca
www.eliel-chantiry.ca

As Chair of the City’s Agriculture and Rural Affairs 
Committee, I am pleased to present a Guidebook for On-
Farm Diversifi ed Use that features new opportunities that 
support rural Ottawa’s farmers in innovating and diversifying 
your on-farm business. It outlines relevant resources, costs 
and application requirements you’ll need to consider when 
planning your project. You’ll also fi nd helpful information 
about zoning and development applications and sample 
drawings, which will help explain how zoning applies to 
your project. I hope this guide will assist you in creating and 
promoting your own on-farm diversifi ed business. Learn 
more at ottawa.ca/farmdiversifi ed.

With the arrival of Spring, there are several important dates 
to mark on your calendar. For details, please visit ‘Home’ 
and ‘Events’ at my website www.eliel-chantiry.ca.

● Registration for the City’s Spring Recreational 
Programming is underway.

● Spring Cleaning the Capital Campaign registration 
opened March 15. 

● Seasonal load restrictions came into effect March 16.
● Have your say on how the City manages garbage, 

recycling and food waste as part of the Solid Waste 
Master Plan. Complete the survey until May 8 
and participate in the online engagement sessions 
happening March 21 to May 3. Visit ottawa.ca/
wasteplan for details or call 613-580-2424 ext. 
25550 to complete the survey by phone. 

● The City’s Transportation Master Plan virtual open 
house has been rescheduled to March 29 at 6:30 pm. 
Complete the online surveys before April 5.

● Loggers Way, from Kinburn Side Road to Early Avenue, 
will undergo a sewer replacement project April 18 to 
June 10, 2022. 

● A public meeting will be held in the coming weeks for 
a development application for 232 Donald B. Munro 
Drive. Please stay tuned.

We are anticipating several freeze-thaw cycles in the coming 
weeks. Expect to see our pothole crews across the city. To 
report a pothole, call 3-1-1 or enter a Service Request at 
ottawa.ca/en/3-1-1/report-or-request. Be sure to 
record your SR number!

My team and I are always here to support your City-related 
needs. Reach out to me by calling 613-580-2424 ext. 
32246 or emailing eli.el-chantiry@ottawa.ca.

City Watch 
BY COMMUNITY VOICE STAFF

Short term rentals now require permits
Property owners who want to rent their principal resi-

dence or secondary vacation property, like a cottage, 
for short-term rentals, must now register with the City 
for a permit.

The City’s short-term rental permit, which comes into 
force on April 1, requires the property owner to meet 
certain criteria and provide key information to the City 
and customers.

Landlords, condominium corporations and housing 
cooperatives may prohibit short-term rentals of their 
properties. 

Permit applicants and short-term rental customers can 
visit ottawa.ca for more information about short-term 
rental permit applications and the bylaw including all 
of the requirements and permit fees.

Non-profit groups can apply 
for environmental grants

The City is now accepting applications for the 2022 
Community Environmental Projects Grant Program.

The program provides funding to non-profit organiza-
tions interested in undertaking small-scale, community-
based initiatives.

Past funds have been awarded to a wide range of proj-
ects including: pollinator gardens; environmental reha-
bilitation; education campaigns; school projects, and; 
community workshops.

The application deadline is March 31. Successful grant 
recipients must complete their projects by June 30, 2023. 

For details on eligibility criteria, the application pro-
cess, profiles of past projects, and to download an ap-
plication form, visit ottawa.ca/cepgp

For more information, contact co-ordinator Tara 
Redpath at 613-580-2424, ext. 16822 or at cepgp@ot-
tawa.ca 

Residents want creative ideas to divert 
waste from landfill

Ottawa has a vision to be a zero-waste city. 
And yet, more than half of what is throw in the garbage 

could be recycled or composted. 
A City report stresses the need for a plan that can stand 

up to challenges such as climate change and a landfill 
that is filling up fast.

Public feedback over the past year tells the City that resi-
dents want progressive, collective, and innovative action. 

Residents also want creative ideas explored to divert 
waste from the City landfill. 

That feedback has been analyzed and a short list of op-
tions identified as part of the ongoing Solid Waste Master 
Plan. 

PLEASE SEE CITY WATCH, PAGE 19
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Catholic School Trustee Vacancy
The Ottawa Catholic School Board is seeking applications from individuals qualified to serve as
Catholic School Trustee. The Board will appoint a Trustee to fill a vacancy in Zone 1 (West Carleton-
March/Stittsville-Kanata West/Rideau- Goulbourn/Osgoode). To serve as Catholic School Trustee for
Zone 1, you do not need to live within the electoral zone.

Candidates who meet qualifications and are interested in serving as an Ottawa Catholic School
Board Trustee for Zone 1 should submit an application no later than 10:00 am, 

For more information about serving as a Catholic School Trustee including eligibility requirements and
application forms, please visit our website: ocsb.ca/zone1trustee

March 21, 2022.

613-45-VOICE (613-458-6423)
Visit us at www.ottawavoice.ca

UPCOMING UPCOMING 
ISSUESISSUES
We publish every 2nd week and mail
to every home, apartment & business

Publication Date Submission deadline

March 31 ............. March 24

April 14 ................ April 7

April 28 ............... April 21

>>LOOK, FROM PAGE 1

  Laycock said depending 
on financial support, 
programming could be 
scaled back this year but 
on a positive note, noted 
the midway is booked. 

“Now, we will have to 
build around the fact 
that at least the midway 

is confirmed,” he added. 
“What else can we offer will 
really depend on what we 
have financially."

Laycock stressed should 
restrictions be reinstated at 
any point, the event would 
not proceed as planned. 

“We just won’t have the 
budget to pay for a fenced 
in area, or added security,” 

he said. “Right now, we 
are planning based on 
the assumptions that 
mandates and restrictions 
are being lifted, allowing us 
to have something.”

T h o s e  w i s h i n g  t o 
volunteer or join the 
board can contact info@
canadadayinkanata.com. 

anil@ottawavoice.ca

File photo
Canada Day in Kanata celebrations are slated to return in 2022. 
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Please drop off beer/wine bottles and cans at the back 
door of the Kanata Legion on Hines Rd. If you would 

like them picked up, please contact Lorraine 
613-831-8319 or email lmlapensee@sympatico.ca     

to arrange a pick up. 

www.kanatabr638.ca

We thank you for your 
continued support.

The Legion serves our 
communities and our country 

L egion Branches are the cornerstone of 
communities across Canada, and provide 
one of the largest volunteer bases in the 

country. With 1,350 Branches from coast to coast 
to coast, our members provide local services and 
supports to build a stronger Canada. Whether 
helping local Veterans, supporting seniors, 
providing youth sports programs, raising 
funds, volunteering to help those in need, or 
simply offering a place to gather for fun and 
celebration, Legionnaires provide essential 
services in their communities. 

ANYONE CAN BE A MEMBER 
Help us honour Canada’s Veterans

To join your local Kanata Legion Branch 
Please call Brenda Grant at  

613-863-4051          
Kanata Branch 638 runs solely on volunteers   
and does much to help our military and RCMP 

members, their families and our veterans. 

Bottle Drive 
to Raise 
Funds

Cathy
CURRY

Councillor
Ward 4

Kanata North

Email: cathy.curry@ottawa.ca
Phone: 613-580-2474

Twitter: @KanataNorth
Facebook: /KanataNorthOffi ce

It was my pleasure to host an in-person International 
Women’s Day breakfast on March 8! It was such 
a treat to be together in person to celebrate the 
amazing women who do such important work in our 
city. I am looking forward to many more in-person 
events to come!

Our City’s annual “Clean the Capital” campaign is 
starting up! Registration started March 15, and the 
program will run from April 15 to May 31. Register 
online at ottawa.ca/clean by choosing, on the 
interactive map, the location you would like to help 
clean. Cleanup kits, which include garbage bags 
and gloves, will be made available for pick-up by 
registrants at one of seven City of Ottawa facilities 
across the city. The Kanata North offi ce will be signing 
up, so look out for information on our cleanup project 
if you would like to join us! 

Thank you to those of you who attended the two 
community consultations held on March 7 for 180 
and 150 Kanata Avenue. It was helpful for me, 
Planning staff and the applicants to hear what 
community members thought about the application 
for two new apartment buildings with commercial on 
their ground fl oors. I hope the community members 
who attended felt the same. I will keep you apprised 
of other additional upcoming consultations.

A reminder to sign up for my bi-weekly community 
newsletter at KanataNorth.ca to stay up to date with 
what is going on in our community and our offi ce as 
we await the OLT and Supreme Court decisions on 
the golf course lands. Please do not hesitate to reach 
out to your Kanata North offi ce and me with any 
questions or concerns, or just to talk about Kanata 
North, by emailing cathy.curry@ottawa.ca or calling 
613-580-2474.

All Saints students 
spreading awareness 
BY ANIL JHALLI

It has taken Ann Marie 
Vanneste 20 years to fi-
nally realize her dream 
of  br inging a  Black 
Students Association 
( B S A ) t o  A l l  S a i n t s 
Catholic High School in 
Kanata North. 

She has been teaching 
at the high school since 
the doors first opened 
two decades ago. 

“ T h e re  h a v e  b e e n 
events that have un-
folded in the past few 
years that have opened 
the eyes of many peo-
ple,” she said. “Black 
Lives Matter, and repre-
sentation for our Black 
students is important 
because they have a 
voice, and what we have 
created with this asso-
ciation is to provide a 
space, and a voice, for 
our Black students.”

There are 200 students  
involved with the as-
sociation, all from dif-
ferent  cul tures  and 
backgrounds. 

“Our goal was to create 
something for Black stu-
dents at our school, but 
we also wanted to create 
something that was in-
clusive to other students 
from different cultures,” 
continued Vanneste. “If 
we want to be part of 
change and movement, 
it will take people from 
all races and cultures 
who want to learn and 
want to help make a 
difference.”

Any student is welcome 
to join, from any grade, 
race or culture.  

Va n n e s t e  s a i d  t h e 
BSA offers an oppor-
tunity for allyship with 
people from different 
backgrounds. 

“It took a really long 
time for something like 
this to come together,” 
said Vanneste. “It just 

warms my heart to see 
the response we are 
getting.” 

Cameron Kroll, a white 
student at All Saints, 
joined the BSA after 
listening to a podcast 
about how different cul-
tures interact. 

“I want to learn and 
pass on what I learn to 
my friends and fam-
ily, and then they pass 
on that info and we can 
all be part of a positive 
change,” said Cameron, 
a grade 11 student. 

Kira Francis, a Black 
student also in grade 11 
at All Saints, is thrilled 
that Black excellence is 
being celebrated.

“This gives us an oppor-
tunity to voice our con-
cerns and showcase our 
culture and history with 
the rest of the school,” 
said Kira. 

The BSA held a show-
c a s e  i n  h o n o u r  o f 
Black History Month in 
February, featuring per-
formances by students. 

A celebration in hon-
our of what would have 
been George Floyd’s 
48th birthday was also 
held by releasing 48 
balloons into the air as 
a tribute to the Black 
man killed at the hands 
of a Minneapolis police 
officer. 

The association par-
ticipated in an initiative 
by the Ottawa Catholic 
School Board, where the 
board asked schools to 
participate in a video 
contest in celebration 
of Black History Month. 

All Saints placed second 
in their category. 

“I am proud to be part 
of a school that’s em-
bracing change and un-
derstanding,” said Sasha 
Ackenhurst, a Black stu-
dent in grade 11.  “It’s 
better late than never.”

anil@ottawavoice.ca
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Lucky You: 
PICK YOUR 2 PERKS*

• 2-year rent freeze
• Flat-screen TV,   

up to 42"

• 1 month’s rent free
• Free Pack & Move,  

up to $1,500

Take advantage of this limited-time offer 
on our highly desirable community. Make 
your move by April 30, 2022, and pick your perks. 
But hurry – apartments are going fast.

Ready to pick two perks?
Call 613-801-7309.

*Restrictions apply. Cannot be combined with other offers.
The Bradley | 130 Goulbourn Forced Road, Kanata, ON K2K 0K6

Independent Living | retirementlivingkanata.com

Laid-off? 
Underemployed?
Ready to try  
something new?

Our Intake and Referral staff can help by:

•  Matching your skills and interests  
to in-demand occupations;

•  Identifying the training you need  
to pursue them; and

•  Connecting you to funding supports 
including Ontario’s Second Career  
Program, which can provide up to  
$28,000 for retraining and skills 
development.

613.727.4723 x7127
algonquincollege.com/ewc

Contact the Experienced Worker Centre today

Photo provided
Best In Show

Don Bruner’s piece The Night Market was honoured with the Juror’s Prize during the 2022 West 
Carleton Art Society’s Spring Fling Juried Art Show, which runs until Mar. 20 at the Kanata 
Civic Art Gallery.
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Supporting the local economy  
• On-going work with all BIAs; celebrated opening  

of Hub350 in the Kanata Tech Park 
• Investments in Kanata Rec Centre’s renos and  

West Carleton Snowmobile Trails’ bridge 
• $38 million to City of Ottawa to improve public transit  

routes and services  
 
Helping individuals and families   
• $100s refunded with Ontario Tax Credits – for seniors,  

energy and property tax   
• Lowered hydro bills in February by providing off-peak  

electricity rates 24/7   
• Raised minimum wage for Ontarians – now including  

digital platform and gig workers  
 
Supporting the community   
• Providing support to local groups from Kanata Seniors’  

Centre to the Diefenbunker Museum  
• Hosted another Volunteer Roundtable Discussion  

shared with over 50 local volunteer groups 
• New CHEO children’s treatment centre, and  

construction at Ottawa Hospital’s Civic Campus

Community Office  
240 Michael Cowpland Dr. Suite 100 
Kanata, ON K2M 1P6 

613-599-3000 
merrilee.fullerton@pc.ola.org 

merrileefullerton.ca

Merrilee Fullerton 
Your MPP for Kanata-Carleton  

My Community Office staff and I are here to help you  
access provincial government programs and services. 
Please get in touch with us if we can be of any assistance.

Community Voice Full page ad March2022.qxp_Layout 1  2022-03-02  2:04 PM  Page 1
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BY ANIL JHALLI

Not only does Nagmani 
Sharma want to unite 
Indo-Canadians living in 
different communities 
across Ottawa, but he wants 
to share the richness, beauty 
and diversity of his home 
country with people from 
different cultures.

Sharma, from Monahan 
Landing in Kanata South, 
founded the Kanata-
Carleton Indo-Canadians 
Association (KCICA). 

“We want to bring all 
people together, and share 
what our culture is,” said 
Sharma. “Our group serves 
as a voice for the Indo-
Canadian population by 
also showcasing the beauty 
of our culture.”

The KCICA has nearly 
100 registered members, 
and has been on a 
mission to help Ottawa's 

Indo-Canadian community  
while also showcasing 
a culture with people 
from different races and 
backgrounds. 

The group lobbied the 
federal government, 
collecting thousands 
of signatures, to accept 
polymerase chain reaction 
(PCR) test results from any 
lab recognized by the Indian 
Council of Medical Research 
when travelling to and from 
India.  People travelling 

from India to Canada were 
only able to obtain a PCR 
test from a single lab located 
in the New Delhi airport. 

“It was hard on families, 
there was the mental  stress 
and financial strains on 
many people," added 
Sharma. “We have millions 
of people travelling to and 
from India each year to see 
their families and loved 
ones."

S h a r m a  h o p e s  t o 
collaborate with different 
groups and organizations 
and sees Kanata as a hub 
featuring a future hospital, 
college or university. 

“We want to work to make 
possibilities happen in this 
community, so our residents 
don’t have to travel far to go 
to school or get medical 
help,” he added.

For more information, visit 
kcica.org. 

anil@ottawavoice.ca

Group forms to unite Indo-Canadians 
and showcase India’s culture

Facebook photo
Nagmani Sharma  founded 
the Kanata-Carleton Indo-
Canadians Association. 
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Quartz Countertops

Walk-in Closets In-suite Laundry • Pet-friendly • Professionally Managed • On-site Maintenance

Proudly presented by:

DON’T
PAY

UNTIL
MAY

NOW RENTING 
New Luxury Apartments in Kanata

eaglepointe.ca
800 Eagleson Road
Kanata, ON
eaglepointe@icproperties.ca
(613) 271 - 8948

Spaciously designed suites with premium trims and finishes 
including sleek modern cabinetry, premium vinyl plank flooring 
and four stainless steel kitchen appliances.

Walking distance to pharmacies, parks, 
grocery plazas and more. 
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For more information about serving as a Catholic
School Trustee including eligibility requirements and
application forms, visit: ocsb.ca/trusteevacancy

The Ottawa Catholic School Board is accepting
applications from qualified candidates to fill a Trustee
vacancy in Zone 1 (West Carleton-March/Stittsville-
Kanata West/Rideau- Goulbourn/Osgoode) until
10:00 am on Monday, March 21, 2022.

Serve your community as
Catholic School Trustee

Local business announces scholarship 
for diversity and inclusivity

BY JORGE MARIA

In conjunction with 
A l g o n q u i n  C o l l e g e, 
Jennifer Stewart, chief 
executive officer and 
founder of marketing 
and public affairs firm 
Syntax Strategic, an-
nounced a new scholar-
ship specifically focusing 
on Black, Indigenous and 
People of Color (BIPOC) 
students.

The goal, said Stewart, 
who is also the chair 
of the Village of Carp 
Business Improvement 
Area ,  is  to create a 
pipeline of talent from 
programs such as com-
munications, marketing, 
and design and cast the 
broadest net possible.”

“If we want diversity 
in agencies, we need to 
invest in it. We can no 
longer sit back and hope 
that the right candidate 
with the right skills and 
background falls into our 
laps,” Stewart said.

Diversity in the work-
place is increasingly seen 
as a net benefit across 
broad business sec-
tors. This according to 
a McKinsey Institute for 

Black Economic Mobility 
study of over 1,000 large 
companies from 15 coun-
tries that found “the busi-
ness case remains robust 
but also that the relation-
ship between diversity 
on executive teams and 
the likelihood of finan-
cial outperformance has 
strengthened over time.”

“We need to build the 
workforce we want to 
employ and remove bar-
riers to let in candidates 
who have otherwise been 
overlooked, under-re-
sourced, and generally 
disadvantaged in finding 
employment,” Jennifer 
Maddigan, executive vice 
president of Syntax said 
in a statement.

In an interview with 
Y o u r  C o m m u n i t y 
Voice ,  Madigan said, 
“(Diversity) really im-
pacts the quality of the 
product you can deliver. 
Having a lack of diversity 
means you don’t have as 
many experiences being 
brought to the table.”

Madigan cited a pre-
v i o u s  Mo t h e r’s  Da y 
campaign as a simple 
example. “With only 
one style of card, certain 

groups might not see 
their culture represent-
ed. If you don’t have that 
(other) voice, then it’s re-
ally hard to ensure that 
you’re going to reach” 
people in the broader 
community properly.

“There is the poten-
tial” for the right candi-
date coming out of the 
summer internship to 
be hired on full-time, 
Madigan said. “We are 
growing and are always 
looking for new talent.” 
Particularly people com-
ing from diverse experi-
ences and backgrounds.

In a statement, Claude 
Brulé, Algonquin College 
president, said, “We are 
pleased to partner with a 
company that is building 
its workforce on a foun-
dation of diversity, some-
thing we also highly value 
at Algonquin College.”

The Syntax Strategic 
Award is  a f ive-year 
scholarship of $50,000. 
$5,000 will be awarded 
annually to two students 
in the final year of their 
studies and includes a 
paid summer internship 
at Syntax Strategic. 

editorial@ottawavoice.ca
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Please don’t dress the 
materials in a plastic bag. 
They should be placed 
loose in your blue bin.

ottawa.ca/recycling

We want 
your recycling

naked

20
22
-5
22

1.5%%LISTING
COMMISION

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE DOESN’T
HAVE TO BE EXPENSIVE!

613-203-2348
megkennedyottawa@gmail.com

*based on 5% commission

Thinking of buying or selling?
I understand today’s real estate
process, I’m local and can help.

Call Me First!

Corkery Community Association 
hopes to start construction 

on building expansion this spring

BY JORGE MARIA

The Corkery Community 
Association hopes to break 
ground on its long-awaited 
community centre expan-
sion this spring.

Plans were unveiled at the 
association’s annual gener-
al meeting on March 1.

With the drawings near-
ing completion, the City 
will go to tender by mid-
March; the contract will 
be awarded by early May, 
with construction starting 
as soon as frost restrictions 
are lifted. 

A ground breaking cere-
mony is tentatively planned 
for June, though nothing 
has been finalized.

Association vice presi-
dent Andrew McIsaac felt 
a public ceremony would 
be very important to get the 
community excited about 
the new centre, “I think this 
will be a huge event in the 
community,” he said.

The initial expansion 
plans started a year be-
fore the COVID pandemic 
in March 2019 when West 
Carleton-March Coun. 
Eli El-Chantiry brought 

board members into his 
office and pointed out that 
Corkery was one of the fast-
est growing communities in 
Ottawa, but had the small-
est community centre.

The extension includes 
two multi-purpose rooms, 
a new kitchen and updated 
bathrooms.

The two new multi-
purpose rooms will be of 
particular benefit to the 
community. 

A larger room will enable 
kinder-gym, yoga or other 
fitness classes and features 
a fitness floor of poured 
rubber to reduce impact, 
making it perfect for an 
aerobics class. A smaller 
multipurpose space will be 
used for a book club, mak-
er-space, Guides and board 
meetings. These are only 
some of the initial plans 
with more to come as reno-
vations progress. When the 
project is completed some-
time next summer, the 
2,400-square-foot space 
will be a vast improvement.

Under COVID restrictions 
the existing space restrict-
ed access to no more than 
seven people at one time. 
“We could barely have 
board meetings,” said com-
munity association presi-
dent Katherine Woodward.

“It means we will be able 

to offer better programing 
for the community,” she 
added.

A new board was elected 
with incumbents all regain-
ing their seats. Woodward 
returns as president and 
McIsaac, vice-president. 
Jacob Milosek and Shazia 
Hussain were elected 
treasurer and secretary 
respectively.

With restrictions easing, 
many events are returning 
to the community centre 
including the annual an 
Easter egg hunt and t-ball.

editorial@ottawavoice.ca

Groundbreaking 
ceremony planned 

for June

corkerycommmunity.ca
Andrew McIsaac is the vice 
president of the Corkery 
Community Association.
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COMMUNITY BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CALL 613-458-6423 TO RESERVE YOUR SPOT!

ROOFING

Commercial or Residential
thewaterdoctor.ca • 613-880-0587

WE’RE THERE FOR YOU WHEN YOUR WATER BREAKS
� Plumbing
� Water Treatment
� Softeners
� U.V. Sterilizers
� Water Pumps
� Wells & Extensions

WATER

CommunityVoice

Ray’s Tree Removal Service
• Trimming
• Stump Removal

Same Day / Emergency Service

Senior
Discount25%

FullyFully
InsuredInsured 613-850-4444

TREE SERVICES

YOUR LOCAL SERVICE COMPANIES ARE 
FOUND HERE IN YOUR COMMUNITY VOICE

We Have Your
Target Market
COVERED

Reach over 63,275
homes, apartments & businesses with the

Kanata North, Kanata South & Stittsville/Richmond
Your Community Voice newspapers

CommunityVoiceYour

Your Community Newspaper

Mike Stoodley
Your local Advertising Consultant
613-858-4895
mstoodley@ottawavoice.ca

www.ottawavoice.ca

Kanata Greenspace Protection Coalition announces more court action
BY JORGE MARIA

A community group is going solo in the more than 
three year fight against ClubLink to stop the planned 

redevelopment of the Kanata Golf and Country Club.
The complicated legal fight sits in limbo as the City 

of Ottawa awaits word whether the Supreme Court of 
Canada will agree to hear an appeal of a lower court rul-
ing striking down a key component of the decades-old 40 
percent greenspace agreement.

An Ontario Court of Appeal last year dealt a blow to at-
tempts to stop the golf course operator from razing the 
Kanata Lakes links and partnering with Richcraft and 
Minto to build 1,500 executive townhomes on the acreage.

The appeal court ruling spoke to two clauses in the land 
title that centred on the interpretation of the agreement 
and whether it was legally in force today.

More specifically, the appeal court shot down sections 
that the City could take over the land if it stopped being a 
golf course and required the City to return the land to the 
owner if it’s not used for recreation or natural purposes.

With it likely that the country’s top court will take months 
longer to answer the question whether it will hear the 
City’s leave for appeal, the Kanata Greenspace Protection 
Coalition (KGPC) has opened up a new prong in its fight 
against ClubLink.

Last month, the coalition held a virtual town hall to dis-
cuss next steps with the community.

At that meeting it was learned the volunteer group had 
issued notice of application in Ontario Superior Court 
to stop the ClubLink development citing two restrictive 
covenants.

“This is really taking the bull by the horns,” Alyssa 
Tomkins, the coalition’s lead counsel, said at the town 

hall. “This is the KGPC against ClubLink and the City is 
not involved,” she added.

A restrictive covenant is a document that’s generally reg-
istered on title. And limits how a property can be used.

The two proposed restrictive covenants are the now well-
known 40 per cent principal and the second involving 
storm water management and grading. In brief, the KGPC 
is arguing that the ClubLink cannot alter the grading or 
the storm water management in a way that adversely af-
fects the area.

Further muddying the waters was a recent Ontario Land 
Tribunal (OLT) hearing where the quasi-judicial body 
heard ClubLink’s appeal of the City’s rejection of its de-
velopment application.

The City’s opposition on planning principles stemmed 
from an incomplete storm water management plan and 
its argument that the planned development was incom-
patible with the surrounding community.

Again, the community must sit and wait as there is no 
timeline for a land tribunal verdict.

Coalition chair Barb Ramsay told those tuned into the 
virtual town hall “the OLT is not designed for community 
participation.”

“But it is designed to force developers and municipalities 
to come to agreement to drive development forward,” she 
further lamented.

PLEASE SEE COURT, PAGE 16
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COMMUNITY BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Dwell Tectonics Ltd.
• Renovations • Restorations • Bathrooms

• Kitchens • In-Law Suites • Basements
• Water Damage Repair

Richard Balon
rpbalon@gmail.com•613-220-1594

References available•Insured•Serving Ottawa for Over 30 Years

HOME IMPROVEMENT

• Drywall• Drywall
• Taping• Taping
• Stippled Ceiling Repairs• Stippled Ceiling Repairs
• Painting• Painting

• Custom Basements• Custom Basements
• Decks• Decks
• Repairs of all kinds
• New Additions and Garages

KANATA DRYWALL
& RENOVATIONS

Fixing Kanata walls for 25 years
Call Chris (613) 724-7376

chris9charlebois@hotmail.com

L
S

s
d Garagesd Garages

ears
6

HOME IMPROVEMENT

CUSTOM CARPENTRY
Finished Basements

20 Years’ experience • Fully Insured
References Available

JM
Jeffrey Martin  (613) 796-7859 CELL

www.jmcustomcarpentry.ca

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Fully Insured. Independently Owned and Operated in Ottawa since 1998. *Electrical work performed by ECRA contractors.

613-723-5021
Ottawa.handymanconnection.com

Carpentry • Electrical* • Plumbing
Kitchen & Bath Remodels

• Painting • General Repairs

One Call Gets the Things 
You Want Done...DONE!

HANDY MAN

• Junk & Clutter Removal
• Estate & Moving Cleanouts
• Fences & Decks Torn Down
• Construction & Reno Debris
• Lawn & Garden Waste, Trees Cut
• Small Shed & Building Demolition

CHEAP RATES • NO-NONSENSE
ALWAYS AVAILABLE

613-899-7269

JUNK REMOVAL

HUNT’S
PAINTING

Scott Hunt • 613-612-9727
hunts-painting@rogers.com

• FREE Estimates
• Drywall & minor repairs

BRINGING HOMES TO LIFE

PAINTING

CALL 613-458-6423 TO RESERVE YOUR SPOT!

HOUSE CLEANING

Small Renos • Trim Install • Handyman • Spray painting • Small Repairs

PAINTING

CommunityVoice

THIS SPACE
COULD BE YOURS!

Please call (613-458-6423)

Grass Cutting, aeration,
dethatching, weed control,
fertilization and more! 

613-601-4717
cojo.lawncare@gmail.com

COJO CONTRACTINGCOJO CONTRACTING
LANDSCAPING

info@diamondview.ca  •  613-227-8608
2510 Old Second Line Rd Kanata

Diamondview
BOOKING FOR 
SPRING 2022

Installation & Repairs
    Fences, decks, railings,
    interlock, landscaping

DECKS & FENCES

Visit our website TimBengerPainting.ca
or email us at bengerpaint@gmail.com

TIM BENGER � PAINTING CONTRACTOR

613�293�8682

•Interior Specialist
•Residential  Commercial
•Dry-wall repairs
•Maintenance painting
•Seniors discount

ANNIVERSARY

STITTSVILLE
ONTARIO

PAINTING

� Stone
� Brick
� Block
� Repairs

SERVING THE GREATER OTTAWA AREA. CALL US TODAY!
613-325-1893  |  shawn.ssmasonry@gmail.com

S&S MASONRY
MASONRY

Tree Removal • Tree Trimming • Stump Removal
Storm Damage Cleanup • Fully Insured

www.mrchipper.ca • 613 897 2447

TREE SERVICES

PAUL SWINWOOD
DESIGNDESIGN

Web Design • Graphic DesignWeb Design • Graphic Design

paulswinwooddesign.compaulswinwooddesign.com

GRAPHIC DESIGN
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WEEKLY SUNDAY BINGO NOW ON! 
STARTS AT 12:45PM

WIN UP TO $1300 - LIMITED TO 50 PEOPLE

1pm - Kanata Legion - 70 Hines Rd
For more info Call Clay: 613-301-2651

COVID 19 SAFETY PROTOCOLS IN PLACE

To all my former 
patients, it was a 
pleasure being your 
dentist for all these 
years. Do not hesitate 
to contact me at:
gcleclercq@sympatico.ca

Geneviève Leclercq,
B.Sc., D.D.S.

MILTONS ESTATES LAW

Wills - Probate - Estates 
Estate Litigation

As heard on
CFRA Experts on Call

www.ontario-probate.ca

Skaters finish strong at Elizabeth Manley Winter Classic
BY ANIL JHALLI

March Kanata Skating Club (MKSC) standout Katelyn 
Goodger didn’t have high expectations for herself 
going into the 2022 Elizabeth Manley Winter Classic 
last month in Ottawa’s east end. 

But once she stepped on the ice for her routine, ev-
erything changed. 

With grace and poise, the grade 12 student at Earl of 
March Secondary School turned in a masterful per-
formance, earning her a trip to the top of the podium 
in the Star 6 program. 

“Once I was done, I just started crying and I was over-
come with so much emotion,” said Katelyn. “I went 
right to my coach and talked to her, then went to hug 

my mom.”
The 17-year-old skater is in her 10th and final year 

with the MKSC, as she plans on attending a post sec-
ondary institution outside of Ottawa.

Her strong showing at the Elizabeth Manley Winter 
Classic earned her entry into the provincial champi-
onships later this month.

“Earning a chance to compete at provincials has 
been a goal of mine, and I am relieved I have a chance 
to do it,” said Katelyn. “I came to this club when I was 
seven and I have made lifelong friendships and spent 
countless hours training and working hard. And all 
my hard work is paying off.”

Lucas Dai also won gold in his Star 6 category, earning 
him a berth to his first ever provincial championships. 

“I just took a deep breath and got on the ice and fo-
cused on my routine,” said the student at W. Erskine 
Johnston Public School. “I wanted to do my best, but 
I also wanted a podium finish. And I worked hard to 
get that gold medal.”

Lucas trains five days a week on ice, for roughly two 
hours a session. He also combines that with off ice 
training that includes muscle and stretching routines. 

“You have to stay focused and it was just nice to be 
back on the ice and performing in front of people,” 
said Lucas. “I was a little nervous, but it was a while 
since we saw people in the stands, and it was like 
things were a little normal again.”

For a complete list of local winners, visit mkskate.ca
anil@ottawavoice.ca 

Club seeking community’s help for clubhouse upgrades
BY ANIL JHALLI

The Kanata Sailing Club 
(KSC) is seeking the com-
munity’s support to help 

with much needed up-
grades to its clubhouse. 

Located just north of 
Shirley’s Bay, the club has 
been serving west end 

communities since the 
late 1970s. Members of 
are hoping to fix electrical 
issues at the clubhouse, 
which hasn’t had proper 
working power since late 
2018.  

Storms took out trees, 
blocked roads and de-
stroyed power lines near 
the clubhouse. 

“We have been manag-
ing, with people bringing 
their own coolers and fill-
ing up buckets of water 
when we need stuff in the 
clubhouse,” said Deborah 
McPhedran, the vice com-
modore of the KSC. “We 
have no power to check 
weather, or wind speed, 
and the things we need to 
help us get on the water.”

The KSC is looking to 
raise $21,000 for necessary 
repairs. 

“But fixing the Hydro 
turned out to be compli-
cated and expensive,” she 
added. “We thought it’d just 
be a matter of re-stringing 
wire. But no. High new 
standards apply, and the 
costs were eye-popping.”

McPhedran said the vol-
unteer group was quoted 
roughly $84,000 for the 
job and have managed to 
raise three quarters of the 
funds thanks to support 
from a club that shares 

the clubhouse and grants 
through the City of Ottawa. 

“But we are still short, and 
we are looking to our sail-
ing community for help,” 
added McPhedran. 

McPhedran hopes to 

have the money raised by 
the end of this fall and have 
everything operational by 
spring of 2023.

For more information, 
visit gofund.me/d35949ba.

anil@ottawavoice.ca 

Photo provided
The Kanata Sailing Club’s clubhouse is in need of some improvements.

>>COURT, FROM PAGE 14

Ramsay would not speculate whether arguments pre-
sented by the coalition and City representatives on the 
planning front will carry the day but she did say “we do 
know that if we are successful, there will be no shovels in 
the ground in the short term.”

The community fight comes at a steep cost.

Since the onset, the KGPC has raised $300,000. 
Fundraising continues with a golf tournament and gala 
planned for the coming months. An email plea to support-
ers following the town hall generated tens of thousands 
of dollars in direct support, an appreciative Ramsay told 
this newspaper.

More information is available at ourkanatagreenspace.ca.
editorial@ottawavoice.ca
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Kanata hockey community mourns the loss of Brad Joyal
BY ANIL JHALLI

A beloved member 
o f  Ka n a t a’s  h o c k e y 
community passed away  
on Feb. 17, leaving a long-
lasting legacy by those 
who knew him best. 

Brad Joyal is remembered 
as a dedicated coach and 
volunteer with the Kanata 
Girls Hockey Association 
(KGHA) and Kanata Minor 
Hockey  Associat ion 
(KMHA). 

He was passionate about 
all things hockey, and 
loving father to three girls, 
and his wife, Victoria. 

“We were like family, I 
considered him my best 
friend and we literally 
talked twice a day,” said 
Mike Cross, president 
of the KGHA about his 
friend. “He was the one 
that convinced me to start 
coaching and without his 
influence, I never would 
have realized how much 
I loved coaching kids play 
hockey.”

Cross referred to Joyal 
as his mentor. Cross 
and Joyal struck up a 
friendship after coaching 
six teams together with the 
KGHA. 

“He taught me so much, 
and he had this huge 
personality and great 
laugh,” said Cross. “He 
wanted to bring out the 
best in everyone, and 
he was one of those 
guys that went out of 
his way to make people 
feel welcome. He will be 
missed so much by so 
many people and it’s a 
big loss for everyone who 
knew him.”

Paul Downard met Joyal 
six years ago when he 
signed his kids up to play 
hockey with the KMHA. 

“He took me under his 

wing,” said Downard of 
the influence Joyal had on 
him. “He always brought 
out the best in his players.”

During a game when the 
two men were coaching 
against each other, one of 

the players on Downard’s 
team had yet to score a 
goal during the regular 
season. 

Joyal went out of his 
way to make sure that 
child scored and joined 
his teammates in a goal 
celebration. 

“If I recall, their goalie 
was a pitching a shutout, 
but everyone wanted to 
make this kid’s day,” said 
Downard. “And it was 
all because of Brad, who 
looked out for everyone 
else before himself.”

Kanata-Carleton MP 
Jenna Sudds is a hockey 

parent and has had 
interactions with Joyal in 
the past.

 Before a parliament 
session earlier this month, 
the former Kanata North 
councillor paid tribute 
to the longtime hockey 
volunteer, coach and dad. 

“He loved hockey, he 
loves his family, and he 
loved coaching kids,” said 
Sudds. “He had this big 
personality, and he was 
full of heart. He  he will be 
greatly missed.”

B r a d  J o y a l  w a s 
52-years-old

 anil@ottawavoice.ca

Facebook photo
Brad Joyal.
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Four-Handed euchre is back!
MARCH 19TH • APRIL 9TH

Registration starts at noon.  Games start at 1 p.m.
We will follow all current Covid-19 protocol

$800 in prizes

per person
to play

$20

• Landscaping by a Professional Team
• Award Winning Company

40
YEARS

Matheson Landscaping Services LTD.
613-839-2730

mathesonlandscaping@rogers.com

•SHRUBS & TREES
       •SHAPING
             •PRUNING

Outdoor skating league and free 
lessons come to a close

BY JORGE MARIA

After a tumultuous couple 
of years, outdoor skating 
has made a come back and 
finishes out the year on a 
positive note.

Phil Aldis, founder and 
chief executive officer of 
LaserMaxx Canada, an 
Ottawa Lazer-tag sports 
complex, has been volun-
teering and teaching kids 
and adults how to skate for 
years.

The inspiration came 
to him several years ago 
when he volunteered as a 
coach for the West Carleton 
Outdoor Hockey League. 
One of two or three outdoor 
hockey leagues that still 
exist in Canada, according 
to Aldis.

When coaching hockey, 
Aldis was surprised there 
wasn’t more interest from 

the community. The league, 
which usually operates 
from December to March 
and only costs $70 for the 
season, just wasn’t garner-
ing enough community 
involvement.

He decided to engage 
with the community and 
combine his love of teach-
ing and coaching to start 
“Skating with Coach Phil,” 
with his wife Tonja Aldis, 
provincial championship 
figure skater. “She has a lot 
of passion for teaching peo-
ple how to skate and I do as 
well,” Aldis said.

The lessons became a per-
fect segue for getting new 
skaters that may be inter-
ested in hockey to join the 
outdoor hockey league.

“That was that was sort of 
its origin,” Aldis said.

Due to restrictions, this 
year’s league started a 

month late in January and 
saw a diminished number 
of players with only 60 kids 
making the ranks. In a nor-
mal year, 100 to 150 kids 
aged 5-12 compete in vari-
ous age groupings. There is 
also 13+ group.

Teams are made up of kids 
from Carp, Constance Bay 
and Fitzroy.

The league was also less 
structured than in previ-
ous years.”It was unfortu-
nate this year that due to 
COVID, we just didn’t have 
the registrations to be able 
to field a team for each age 
group for each communi-
ty,” Aldis said. For instance, 
Fitzroy and Constance Bay 
which usually field separate 
teams were joined together 
this year.

Though the outdoor hock-
ey league started and ended 
early this year, Aldis is going 

out on a positive note for his 
new skaters. Free skating 
lessons have ended for the 
season, but Aldis has rented 
the Cavanagh Sensplex for 
one last free skate and a bit 
of fun on April 2 at 6:00 p.m. 
The event is open all previ-
ously registered skaters.

Registration for next 
season of free skating les-
sons opens in September 
through the Constance Bay 
Community Association 
and is open to anyone in 
the Ottawa area.

“(Lessons) are free for any-
one that can get there. My 
mission (is) to get the les-
sons to anyone,” Aldis said.

More information on the 
West Carleton Outdoor 
Hockey League can be 
found on their Facebook 
page at facebook.com/
WCODR

editorial@ottawavoice.ca

Erin Murphy named new president of KMHA
BY ANIL JHALLI

There’s a change at the 
top of the Kanata Minor 
Ho c k e y  A s s o c i a t i o n 
(KMHA).

E r i n  M u r p h y ,  a 
member of the KMHA 
board for the past three 
years, succeeded Ralph 
Petersen at a special 
b o a rd  m e e t i n g  l a s t 

month. 
“I am thankful the board 

has put their faith in me 
in the role of president,” 
said Murphy. “Our goal 
is delivering the best 
possible programs for 
our kids, and I want to 
continue the good work 
that has been done by  
the association in the 
past.”

Murphy moved up from 
vice president of hockey 
operations. A successor 
in that role has not been 
appointed as of press 
time. She previously 
served as a convenor, 
equipment manager, 
registrar, district registrar 
and team manager. 

One priority for the 
new president is to drive 
registration numbers 
back up. 

“ We  a l l  t o o k  a  h i t 
b e c a u s e  o f  C OV I D, 
and certainly there are 

people who still might be 
hesitant to put their kids 
in sports,” said Murphy. 

Petersen spent the past 
four years as president 
and has been with the 
KMHAfor 16 years. 

“I love coaching, and 
this was my way of giving 
back to a sport I love and 
grew up playing,” he said.  

Petersen is the District 
11 chair within Hockey 
Eastern Ontario (HEO), 
resulting in a conflict 
of interest with his past 
position in the KMHA.

“Erin is going to provide 
that strong, new voice,” 
said Petersen. “The way 
we were able to adapt 
with COVID and still 
get the kids on the ice, I 
really have to give credit 
to everyone involved 
and we have some really 
committed people on 
this board.”

anil@ottawavoice.ca 

KMHA
Erin Murphy is the president 
of the Kanata Minor Hockey 
Association.
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J E N A ND L U C Y . C A
S A L E S  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S

J e n  M a c D o n a l d  &  L  u c y  W e b s t e r

*Personal Income Tax

*Sole Proprietors a specialty

*Corporate Tax Returns (T2) 
Reviewed & Submitted by Accountant

*Financial Statements

*A/R, A/P, G/L, Payroll

*GST, PST, Payroll, WSIB Remittances

*New Incorporations

*Past Years welcomed

Accounting for
Small/Medium Size Business

1TAXES ONE

wayne@taxesone.ca

Wayne Thomas
Tax Consultant

>>CITY WATCH, FROM PAGE 5

The City also wants to know “how far, how fast, and at 
what cost” residents would like the City to move towards 
a zero-waste future.

Options being explored include turning waste into 
renewable energy, increasing green bins in multi-resi-
dential properties, what role technology and innovation 

can play in diversion and exploring new and creative 
ways to reduce and reuse, such as repair café, lending 
libraries, community swaps and food waste reduction 
initiatives.

Residents can share their thoughts at ottawa.ca/
wasteplan by completing a survey or participating in 
one an online workshop. 

editorial@ottawavoice.ca

Draggin’ Docs eager to get back into the water soon

BY JORGE MARIA

After two years, the 
Draggin’ Docs are racing 
again for their community 
and also for healing.

The Draggin’ Docs, a 
dragon boat team made 
up of female physicians, 
has been making waves 
since 2008. 

Steerperson and team 
manager, Gail White 
said, while the team has 

never been the fastest or 
the most athletic out on 
the water, the group has 
consistently broken fun-
draising records, reach-
ing $59,000 in 2019, for 
a grand total of $481,308 
since 2008. 

The team looks set to 
return after a two-year 
hiatus, though this year 
they said the focus would 
be different. “In the 
past we’ve had certain 

expectations for people 
and we’re just lowering all 
those expectations and 
saying our focus is to be 
fun,” White said.

This year we are coming 
together “as a wellness 
project primarily. I think 
that would be a good thing 
for all the teams to be fo-
cusing on wellness, for 
sure,” she added.

The pandemic has put 
an incredible strain on 

the medical communi-
ty. Many team members 
haven’t seen each other in 
any capacity over the last 
two years. 

“It has been a really tough 
go, for a lot of us,” Alayne 
Main, team captain and 
co-founder said. 

There have been small 
supportive meetings over 
zoom among team mem-
bers, checking up on each 
other but this will be the 

firist time they have all 
been together in two 
years. 

There has been “a lot of 
trauma for a lot of peo-
ple in our community in 
general, our patients, our 
staff, our families; I think 
it’s gonna be one big group 
hug when we all get to-
gether again,” Main said.

This year has seen an up-
tick with over 30 doctors 
signed up to race, three 
more than in 2019. “The 
doctor’s want to be to-
gether and support each 
other, but also be there for 
charity for the communi-
ty,” Main said.

For anyone wishing to 

learn or get involved in 
dragon boat racing, White 
and Main recommend 
reaching out to Dunrobin’s 
Ottawa River Canoe Club 
which has a dragon boat 
racing program.

This is the 29th anniver-
sary of the Ottawa Dragon 
Boat Festival, which takes 
place over four days from 
June 23 to 26 at Mooney’s 
Bay. Registration is still 
open for any teams wish-
ing to participate and 
details can be found at 
dragonboat.net

“We all can’t wait to be 
part of this again.” White 
said.

editorial@ottawavoice.ca
Photo provided

The Draggin Docs pose for a photo during 2019 Ottawa Dragon Boat Festival.
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HAZELDEAN GARDENS RETIREMENT RESIDENCE
6130 Hazeldean Road, Stittsville K2S 2M2         www.hazeldeangardens.ca

CALL 613-903-6949 FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO SCHEDULE A TOUR.
BE SURE TO ASK ABOUT OUR PROMOTIONAL OFFERS.

The Ottawa area’s premier
retirement residence located nearby

in the heart of Stittsville

If you’re considering moving to a retirement residence this Spring, now is the time to reserve 
your suite. We’re 80% full, but there’s still an excellent selection available.  We provide:

SUPERIOR CARE
Hazeldean Gardens is recognized by healthcare professionals in the Ottawa area for our superior 
nursing care.  We provide a full range of care including Independent Living, Assisted Care, and 
Memory Care.  We also provide Palliative Care so that residents, and their families, have peace of 
mind knowing they will never have to move again.

EXCEPTIONAL FOOD SERVICE
Our residents savour an appetizing selection of nutritious meals prepared on site in our modern 
kitchen.  We are able to serve special diets including diabetic, low salt. lactose-free, gluten-free, 
and food textures.  Open seating is available in our elegantly appointed dining room, and we have 
a private dining room which can be reserved for family gatherings.

STIMULATING ACTIVITIES
Whether it’s our physical fi tness programs, crafts, cards, bingo, movies, live entertainment,  regular 
outings in our bus, or simply socializing with newly-found friends, there’s always something to do at 
Hazeldean Gardens.  Not to mention, there’s a complimentary Happy Hour every Friday afternoon 
in our bistro.

OUTSTANDING FACILITIES
Hazeldean Gardens has a truly outstanding variety of facilities and amenities. There’s a warm salt-
water pool, well-equipped fi tness room and indoor walking track, movie theatre, cozy library, games 
room with a pool table, darts and shuffl eboard, a greenhouse for residents with a green thumb, and 
a lively bistro where coffee, juice, fresh fruit and snacks are always available.  In warmer weather, 
residents can enjoy our sunny patio and a paved walking path leading to an adjacent park.

FAMILY OWNERSHIP
Hazeldean Gardens is not part of a large chain.  We are a locally owned and operated family 
business.  Our family has over 20 years of experience providing accommodation, care and services 
to seniors.  This means we have the fl exibility to tailor our services to individual resident needs, and 
to respond more quickly if those needs change.  Hands-on family ownership makes a difference.

RESERVE YOUR SUITE NOW!


