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Free consultations. No fees until we settle.
Disability insurance denials, car crashes, wrongful dismissal,

slip and fall accidents and medical malpractice.
Call today 613-599-3535 or www.gironeslawyers.com

You have nothing to lose and so much to gain.

Dr. Merrilee Fullerton, MPP 
Kanata-Carleton

100-240 Michael Cowpland Dr., Kanata • 613-599-3000 • Merrilee.Fullerton@pc.ola.org

Ylan stands very still as 
one of the world's most 
colourful birds – the blue 
and gold macaw – stretches 
his wings. March Break 
campers at the Pawsitively 
Pets Kids Camp got a 
hands-on experience with 
snakes, rabbits, ferrets, 
skinks and more during the 
busy week.
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BY NEVIL HUNT

Laura’s Independent 
Grocer will move out of the 
Hazeldean Mall this sum-
mer, leaving the indoor 
shopping centre without a 
grocer for the first time since 
the mall opened in 1979.

R e g i o n a l  G r o u p  o f 
Companies purchased 
Hazeldean Mall in 2019. 

One Regional Group man-
ager wrote in an email that 
the company “should have 
some more exciting news to 
share in the near future,” but 
did not provide any details. 
It’s common for commercial 
landlords to keep informa-
tion about future plans and 
tenants confidential until a 
new opening is imminent.

The Hazeldean Mall lost 
Target as a tenant when the 
U.S.-based chain pulled out 
of Canada in 2015. The mall 
has also seen some stores 
close since Regional Group 

purchased the centre, likely 
due to the pandemic and 
restrictions that prevented 
people from gathering in 
indoor spaces for long pe-
riods of time. All brick-and-
mortar retail stores faced 
challenges during the lock-
downs, but indoor malls felt 
the effects more than most.

Tal Scher, a vice-presi-
dent at Regional Group, 

suggested in an email that 
the Hazeldean Mall is still in 
good shape.

“Hazeldean Mall is now 
home to Ottawa’s largest 
GoodLife Fitness club that 
opened its doors on Dec. 14, 
along with an assortment of 
long-term retail stores and 
services. 

PLEASE SEE GROCER, PAGE 2

Grocer leaving Hazeldean Mall
Landlord says ‘exciting 

news’ still to come

Nevil Hunt photo
Laura’s Your Independent Grocer will close its doors at the 
Hazeldean Mall in July. The mall, which opened in 1979, has 
never been without a grocery store, although the landlord says a 
major announcement is coming within months.
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613.595.1116 | BridlewoodRetirement.com 613.903.6136 | TimberwalkRetirement.com

Join us Saturday, April 30th from 10am until 3pm
for Riverstone’s Spring Open House and explore

everything Retirement Living in Kanata has to o�er.

• Full continuum of care: Independent Living,

 Assisted Living and Memory Care

• A variety of activities and events to keep our

 residents healthy, happy, and connected

Space is limited call Karen at Bridlewood Trails or Anita
at Timberwalk to book an in-person tour at this event.

Spring into
Retirement LivingRetirement Living SAT APRIL 30TH

10AM-3PM

>> GROCER FROM PAGE 1

Regional is currently in discussions 
with other groups regarding new op-
portunities at this location and are 
excited to bring our forward-think-
ing vision for the Hazeldean Mall to 
fruition.”

Laura’s – which rents 3,550 square 
metres of space – will move from the 
mall to Elmvale, in Ottawa’s east end.

Loblaws – which owns the Your 
Independent name – provided a writ-
ten response to questions. 

“We can confirm that Laura’s … will 
be closing as of this summer. The de-
cision to close this store was not an 
easy one, as we have a long history 
in the community and we value our 
customers and employees there. 
Unfortunately, the store has been un-
profitable and we don’t expect that to 
turn around. 

“We will be opening a new Your 
Independent Grocer location in 
Elmvale ... of which Laura will be the 
franchisee.”

Kanata South Coun. Allan Hubley 
said the closure is sad news for the 
community.  

“Laura was a real community builder 
who supported many local groups, 

so she will be missed,” Hubley wrote 
in an email. “I am confident that the 
owners of the mall are invested in our 
community for the long term and I 
have already offered to work with 
them on any municipal process re-
quired to quickly fill the space.”

EMPLOYEES AND SEVERANCE

The employees at Laura’s are 
members of the United Food and 
Commercial Workers International 
Union. Joel Thelosen of the UFCW 
said Local 1006A was notified that 
Laura’s will close on July 22.

“Although we are disappointed 
by the company’s decision to close 
the store, we were able to negoti-
ate a strong union contract to help 
members through this challenging 
time,” Thelosen wrote in an email. 
“We secured enhanced severance of 
up to $75,000 for full-time, and up to 
$15,000 for part-time workers. The 
union will also be regularly meeting 
with management over the coming 
months to ensure members are prop-
erly supported if issues arise during 
the closure process.”

Your Community Voice spoke with 
some shoppers outside Laura’s on 
a recent evening, and many have 

been long-time customers of the 
grocery store, including its time as 
Hansen’s Your Independent and 
even Steinberg’s back when the mall 
opened in 1979.

Pat and Marian Lane have seen plen-
ty of changes over the decades they 
have spent living in Glen Cairn.

“We lived here before the mall was 
built,” said Pat.

Marian said she “will be sad to see 
(Laura’s) go,” adding that they will 
probably switch to Superstore, Metro 
or Sobeys once Laura’s closes.

Marian said the arrival of another 
grocery store would be the best thing 
that could happen, or maybe “a Giant 
Tiger with groceries.”

Twice a week for about 22 years, 
Lisa Lauzon has walked to the mall’s 
grocer. 

“It’s great because I can walk here,” 
she said, adding that bread, milk and 
sandwich meats are always on her 
shopping list when she goes to Laura’s.

Asked what she would like to see take 
over Laura’s space, Lauzon said “an-
other grocery store would be best.” If 
that doesn’t happen, she said she ac-
cepts she’ll have to walk further each 
time she needs groceries.

nhunt@ottawavoice.ca

Nevil Hunt photo
Elena, left, and Llya were among more than 160 people 
celebrating Holi at the Kanata Recreation Complex on March 
19. Nagmani Sharma, the president of the Kanata-Carleton 
Indo-Canadian Association, said Holi is a festival of colours 
and love – ‘a day when all people are equal, and we enjoy and 
celebrate together.’
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Key Tags Help Kids!

Order yours 
online – free.

Key tags protect your keys and support 
child amputees, providing them with 

artificial limbs and much more.

1 800 250-3030 • waramps.ca

TToopp 11%% iinn CCaannaaddaa 
Since 1985

144 Moresby Dr., Bridlewood

TTHHEE JJOOAANN SSMMIITTHH RREEAALL EESSTTAATTEE FFAAMMIILLYY  
Mrs. Joan Smith

Since 1985

9 Trafalgar Cr., Stittsville

*See award details at www.joansmith.com

2018

2 Wimbledon Way, Morgan’s Grant      960 Teron Rd, 2 beds, 2 baths

JJooaann 661133--776622--11222266    VViiccttoorriiaa 661133--330022--22115577    
LLuucc 661133--885511--66221155  

BBrrookkeerr RReeaaLL EEssttaattee AAggeenntt,,  
FFRRII,, CCMMRR,, CCRRAA 

1688 Dunrobin Road, Kanata North, 100’ x 125+’ lot, 3 beds, 2 full baths

Lifetime Member for Royal LePage*

®

Let us help you navigate the market, use our experience & knowledge of Kanata, Stittsville & communities of Ottawa. For those looking to purchase, consider homes that you can build 
equity into & enter into the market sooner. If you are thinking of making a lifestyle change, it is a good time to take advantage of market gains & consider investing in a newer property.
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BY NEVIL HUNT

The message came from the 
Kremlin to Kanata – You’re 
not welcome.

Kanata-Carleton MP Jenna 
Sudds is among many MP’s 
and federal ministers to be 
banned for life from visit-
ing Russia. The ban comes 
as Russia continues its inva-
sion of Ukraine, and Sudds 
said she probably made the 
list for speaking out against 
the war.

“I’ve shared my opposition 
(to the war) on social media 
and on my website,” she said.

The ban won’t cause Sudds 
any sleepless nights.

“I have no plans to visit in 
my lifetime,” she said, add-
ing that she has never visited 
Russia in the past either, and 
sees the ban something akin 
to a farce: “I really think it’s a 
badge of honour.”

On Feb. 25, the federal 
government announced 

that it would match dona-
tions made by individual 
Canadians to the Canadian 
R e d  C r o s s’s  U k r a i n e 
Humanitarian Crisis up to 
$10 million. 

DONATIONS FOR UKRAINE

The response quickly 
passed that mark, and on 
March 10, the government 
announced the amount 
would be increased up to 
$30 million. 

This brings Canada’s total 
funding allocated to Ukraine 
for humanitarian assistance 
to $145 million in 2022.

As of last week, Sudds said 
she hadn’t heard that the $30 
million matching limit will 
be increased, although it’s a 
possibility.

“We are very committed 
and this is one way to en-
sure the humanitarian side 
is taken care of,” she said.

The Ukranian government 
has been calling on Nato 

countries to enforce a no-
fly zone over the country, 
which would help protect 
Ukranians from Russian 
bombings but could also 
bring Nato forces into direct 
conflict with the Russians. 
Sudds said the no-fly request 
will be on the agenda in gov-
ernment caucus meetings.

“I’m sure it will be part of 
discussions, but this needs 
to be a unanimous decision 
by all Nato countries,” she 
said. 

“The prime minister will be 
speaking with Nato coun-
tries ...  and we’re all very 
committed, but it needs to 
be unanimous, and we don’t 
take that lightly.”

Canadians can donate to 
the Ukraine Humanitarian 
Crisis Appeal – which will be 
matched by the federal gov-
ernment up to $30 million 
– at www.redcross.ca or by 
calling 1-800-418-1111.

nhunt@ottawavoice.ca

Kanata-Carleton MP banned from Russia

Nevil Hunt photo
An unoccupied home under construction at the corner of Belleview and Pickford 
drives was completely destroyed during the early morning hours of March 14, with 
damage estimated at $1 million. Firefighters from two stations were called to the 
Katimavik address at about 1:40 a.m. and the fire was under control by 3 a.m. There 
were no injuries reported, but there was some damage to the house next door, 
shown at left, which forced the occupants to relocate. The cause of the fire is still 
under investigation.
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BY STEVE DESROCHES
@SteveDesroches

After almost two years liv-
ing under the dark blanket 
of the pandemic Ottawa 
voters will be right and 
wise to ask what to expect 
from the leaders of the next 
term of city council. 

Voters can anticipate that 
mayoral candidates will 
be busy pitching themes 
and clever slogans. I ex-
pect many residents will 
hope that their munici-
pal governments will help 

residents rebuild much of 
what was lost during the 
restrictions. 

Some might call it a “build 
back better” strategy but 
the message should be as 
plain and simple as: “get 
the city back on its feet!” 

There are a number of 
areas where the city can 
take action. 

SUPPORTING BUSINESSES

To start, the city will need 
an updated economic de-
velopment plan to detail 
the level of support for key 
local businesses. 

For example, a rebound 
in the tourism sector will 
help revive the many res-
taurants and hotels that 
were devastated by the 
restrictions. 

Facilitating planned 
residential and business 
growth as well as much 

needed infrastructure 
projects will also sup-
port the construction and 
trades sectors. 

As a parent, I know first-
hand that our kids have 
been set back by the pan-
demic. While the school 
boards and teachers did 
their best to keep our kids 
on a positive learning path, 
it is likely that there are 
many students with learn-
ing deficits and gaps. 

Those people with the fi-
nancial means may turn to 
the range of private tutor-
ing companies and chains 
to catch up on learning. 
Given its experience in 
youth programming, the 
city could offer afford-
able programs and camps 
for reading, writing and 
arithmetic. These initia-
tives will be particularly 
important in lower income 

neighbourhoods and com-
munity housing. 

The city should also look 
for opportunities to drive 
money back into pockets 
of taxpayers. Every little bit 
helps. 

For example, the Province 
of Ontario has questioned 
the utility of annual regis-
tration stickers on vehicle 
licence plates. The bold 
political move has merit. 
After all, licensing and 
regulatory regimes need a 
valid reason to exist. 

PET REGISTRATION

The city should take a 
similar approach. For ex-
ample, is it really necessary 
for pets to be registered on 
an annual basis? The city 
should consider a tempo-
rary moratorium on new 
regulations for business 
and households other than 
critical health and safety 
issues (and the tow truck 
sector). 

This will help give the 
public some breathing 
room to help get back to 
a new normal. In other 
areas, the city should offer 
refunds for those residents 
who have recreation cred-
its because a city program 
was cancelled. Even airline 
companies refunded can-
celled airline tickets after 
the federal government 
elbowed them towards 
returning the consumers’ 
money. 

It is not fair during these 
fraught times to hold on to 
someone’s money when 
they may need the cash 
to pay for groceries rath-
er than future swimming 
classes. 

Given the high expecta-
tions of residents, the city 
needs to be pro-active in 
communicating its recov-
ery strategy and programs. 
The annual mayoral “state 
of the city” address always 
provides a comprehensive 

overview of city initiatives. 
Given the priority and is-
sues regarding public tran-
sit, the city can go one step 
further. 

It is high time to introduce 
an annual and dedicated 
“state of public transit” 
address to highlight if and 
how transit is recovering 
its ridership and the state 
of LRT implementation in 
Ottawa. This detailed and 
comprehensive public 
report will help taxpayers 
track the largest operating 
and capital budget in the 
city. 

Very few people have 
the time to follow hours 
of transit commission 
meetings or to dive into 
the mountains of reports 
on the city website. When 
it comes to city business, 
it is definitely not the time 
for “business as usual”.

Steve Desroches is a for-
mer City of Ottawa coun-
cillor and deputy-mayor.

Council gets cold feet

As the calendar turns 
to spring it appears 
city hall has fast for-

warded the agenda to the 
fall.

How else to explain a 
growing number of once 
priority issues being 
pushed out past the next 
municipal election for an-
other council to deal with.

The pandemic will be 
blamed but cold feet is 
more likely as calendars 
clear of anything remotely 
controversial in this elec-
tion year.

This council has taken 
a pass on weighing into 
recommendations of 
the waste management 
master plan aimed at 
extending the life of the 
municipal landfill. So, no 

decision on bag limits, 
nothing on waste to en-
ergy alternatives almost a 
decade after Plasco failed, 
and silence on the long 
term future of green bins.

So the next council will 
have to wear that stink-
er. Meanwhile, the clock 
ticks on a dump that is 
filling faster than anyone 
previously predicted. 
Estimates put the lifes-
pan at between 10 and 15 
years. For the uninitiated, 
it takes at least a decade 
to site a new landfill and 
jump through all the en-
vironmental hoops.

Last we checked there 
aren’t any surrounding 
municipalities rushing to 
the front of the line to host 
a new dump for its big city 

cousin. And with urban 
expansion encroaching 
on the existing site, time 
is running out on enlarg-
ing its footprint.

A re-do of the transpor-
tation master plan has 
also been iced. The iso-
lation and bunkering to 
our home offices over the 
past two years has eased 
gridlock. But as pandem-
ic restrictions start to lift, 
those distant memories of 
spending hours in bum-
per to bumper traffic will 
come back.

With the foot dragging 
we get no progress on 
improved cycling and 
pedestrian paths and no 
improvements to transit 
service.

And where is  the 

promised solution to 
the financial mess that is 
Lansdowne. The private 
sector partner is bleed-
ing red ink and taxpayers 
haven’t been delivered the 
promised financial gains. 
A report to council was 
promised in the first quar-
ter of this year but there is 
silence out of city hall on 
when we can expect that 
debate to take place. 

The current councilors 
and mayor are well com-
pensated. They need to 
take their feet off the brake 
and drive the agenda for-
ward to October. In other 
words do the work you 
have been elected to do. 

Remind them when they 
come knocking on your 
door.

OP-ED: Not time for business as usual
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Th e price of homes in the Ottawa area, and across Canada, has 
never been higher - and homes are selling quickly. Th e problem 
for most homeowners is that, although they can sell their home 
at an attractive price, they must then purchase another home at 
an equally high price. 

However, seniors don’t have to face this dilemma. Th ey can take 
advantage of current market conditions and use the proceeds 
from the sale of their home to fund a comfortable lifestyle at a 
retirement residence. 

Stittsville’s Hazeldean Gardens is currently off ering a number 
of added values to make it even more attractive for seniors to 
consider moving now - starting with a $10,000 credit which can 
be applied to any relocation costs, or the fi rst year’s rent. 

Th ey have also established a partnership with a local realtor to 
provide a package of services that includes an evaluation of your 
home based on the latest market activity in your neighbourhood, 
professional staging and photography, and help with downsizing. 

As soon as your home is listed for sale with this realtor, you 
can move out immediately, thus avoiding the inconvenience of 
having your home for sale while it is still occupied. Your payment 
of rent at Hazeldean Gardens will be deferred until your home is 
sold. 

Th ey have also made a special agreement with a reliable local 
moving company to ensure your relocation goes as smoothly as 
possible. 

For more information, call
613-903-6949 or 613-868-8444.

IF YOU HAVE 
A HOME TO

SELL THERE’S 
NEVER BEEN A 
BETTER TIME.

Advertorial

BY NEVIL HUNT

Kanata North will have a 
new landmark – a minaret 
about 17 metres tall – if a re-
zoning request is approved 
by the city.

The request has been 
filed by the Kanata Muslim 
Association, and the ac-
companying documents 
show how a new mosque 
will look once it is com-
pleted, although the asso-
ciation says there may still 
be some changes. 

The prayer hall, and a mul-
tipurpose community cen-
tre with meeting rooms, a 
kitchen and washrooms are 
planned for 351 Sandhill 
Rd., near the corner of 
Klondike Road.

The association’s architect 
writes that “an important 
design intent is to mitigate 
the building’s impact on the 
streetscape and develop a 
welcoming approach to the 
site.” 

“The prayer hall is ori-
ented towards Mecca, the 
direction of Muslim prayer.  

“The building design 
is intended to reflect the 
community’s Islamic 
identity within the diver-
sity of Canadian society. 
Contemporary interpreta-
tion of Islamic decorative 

motifs (calligraphy and 
geometric patterns) and 
architectural elements 
(the minaret) are used in 
the design. 

LOCAL MATERIALS

“The exterior building fin-
ishes use both local build-
ing materials and modern 
materials … stone mason-
ry, precast concrete panels, 
metal cladding, glass cur-
tain wall and decorative 
metal screens. The build-
ing entrances are celebrat-
ed with arched elements … 
and the freestanding mina-
ret, an important architec-
tural symbol in mosque 
architecture, is located at 
the entrance to the site, 
creating a recognizable 

landmark.”
The Kanata Muslim 

Association began buying 
land at the site in 2016, and 
has saved up to buy adja-
cent land and for much of 
the cost of constructing 
the mosque. Members of 
the association have been 
donating money towards 
the project for many years, 
and the purchase price of 
the land is listed at about 
$900,000. In total, the asso-
ciation now has 1.6 hectares 
of land on which to build.

Association president 
Mehmood Shaikh said a 
plan for the mosque was 
approved in 2017-18 “but 
the design wasn’t attractive 
to us.”

‘STILL TENTATIVE’

“We have a new architect 
from Vancouver,” he said.

“There will be more devel-
opment of how it looks … 
the drawings are still tenta-
tive,” Shaikh said, adding 
that even the design of the 
minaret is being discussed.

“It could be contemp-
orary. It could be modern,” 
he said of the minaret. “It 
will be a significant build-
ing in Kanata and we hope 
to have it finalized in the 
next three months.”

Kanata North Coun. Cathy 
Curry said she planned 
to meet with Shaikh and 
other members of the 
KMA to review the plans 
earlier this week, after Your 
Community Voice went to 
press.

nhunt@ottawavoice.ca

Minaret highlight of new mosque

City of Ottawa
Plans for a mosque on Sandhill Road, near the corner of 
Klondike Road, show the prayer hall and a minaret. The 
Kanata Muslim Association has been fundraising and planning 
for the new building for many years, and plans are expected 
to be finalized in about three months.

ALL VETERANS 
              Whether you belong to the Royal 
Canadian Legion or not, are invited to Kanata 
Branch 638 to meet with the Provincial Service 
Officer.

     The PSO will be at the Branch during the week 
of April 11/22 to answer questions concerning 
eligibility for pensions that are related to your 
service.


Appointments are necessary. 
Pease contact the Branch Service Officer, 


Sue McLean, at 613-291-1038 to reserve a time. 

You will be contacted by April 4th to tell you the 

actual date of your appointment.
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ocsb.ca/register
Register now:

613-45-VOICE (613-458-6423)
Visit us at www.ottawavoice.ca

UPCOMING UPCOMING 
ISSUESISSUES
We publish every 2nd week and mail
to every home, apartment & business

Publication Date Submission deadline

April 14 ................ April 6

April 28 ............... April 20

May 12 ................ May 4

NEWNEW
SUBMISSIONSUBMISSION
DEADLINES!DEADLINES!

Nevil Hunt photo
Pia Del Papa feeds a friendly alpaca at the Log Farm on Cedarview Road during March Break. 
The 11-year-old Kanata girl visited with her brothers and her mother on March 17. The farm’s 
wagon rides and maple tree tapping were popular activities during the break week.
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Working to Strengthen Health Care Services   
 
New Dave Smith Youth Treatment Centre for Ottawa   
The Province announced funding of over $10 million to construct a new  
Dave Smith Youth Treatment Centre in Carp, supporting local youth  
aged 13-21 struggling with addiction. 
 

CHEO’s New Children’s Treatment Centre    
The Province supports the new $3.5 million 1Door4Care project that will  
centralize and streamline CHEO services for families with children and  
youth who have special needs. 

 

Expanded Community Paramedicine Services    
A pilot program first introduced in Ottawa is now the 9-1-1 Model of  
Care throughout the Province, ensuring people receive timely, appropriate  
care and helping to protect hospital capacity.  
 

Queensway Carleton Offsite ALC Unit     
The Province supported an offsite ALC unit in retrofitted rooms of the  
Fairfield Inn on Terry Fox Drive to keep more than 100 patients safe  
from the spread of COVID-19 during the pandemic. 

Community Office  
240 Michael Cowpland Dr. Suite 100 
Kanata, ON K2M 1P6 

613-599-3000 
merrilee.fullerton@pc.ola.org 

merrileefullerton.ca

Merrilee Fullerton 
Your MPP for Kanata-Carleton  

My Community Office staff and I are here to help you  
access provincial government programs and services. 
Please get in touch with us if we can be of any assistance.

Community Voice Full page ad April 2022.qxp_Layout 1  2022-03-24  8:57 PM  Page 1
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Centre d'excellence de l’Ontario

roger-saint-denis.ecolecatholique.ca

Inscrivez-vous maintenant !

Camp d'été UniverSTEM à
l'École élémentaire catholique
Roger-Saint-Denis, à Kanata

Established Business For 50 Years 
#1 IN CANADA

DO YOU NEED HELP IN:
Love•Marriage•Family

Success•Health•Happiness
Business•Romance

Palm & Tarot Card Reader
ALL APPOINTMENTS PRIVATE

613-822-7222

Psychic’s
613-822-7222

We Have Your
Target Market
COVERED

Reach over 63,275
homes, apartments & businesses with the

Kanata North, Kanata South & Stittsville/Richmond
Your Community Voice newspapers

CommunityVoiceYour

Your Community Newspaper

Mike Stoodley
Your local Advertising Consultant
613-858-4895
mstoodley@ottawavoice.ca

www.ottawavoice.ca

Bike exchange returns on April 22, 23
COMMUNITY VOICE STAFF

You can buy, sell or donate 
a bike at the 1st Kanata 

Scouts bike exchange and 
sale, April 22 and 23 at 
the Mlacak Centre, 2500 
Campeau Dr.

The Scouts sell hundreds 
of used bikes as a service 
to the community and to 
raise funds to support pro-
grams in the 1st Kanata 
Scout Group. 

The sale takes place on 
a commission basis, and 
payment is by cash or 
cheque with ID.

Donated bikes will be 
repaired and sold to raise 
funds.

For details on dates 
a n d  t i m e s ,  v i s i t 
www.1stkanatascouts.org/
bike-exchange.

editorial@ottawavoice.ca

BY NEVIL HUNT

The pedestrian bridge 
that links Kanata’s north 
and south has been up-
graded with snow guards, 
limiting the amount of 
snow that drops onto 
Highway 417 below.

The city is also doing 
some maintenance on 
the Marianne Wilkinson 
Bridge as contractors re-
place the joint seals at the 
ends of the bridge.

The city says the joint seal 

work can only be done in 
warmer temperatures, and 
– as soon as this week – they 
intend to seal the joints and 
replace ceiling tiles which 
were removed to carry out 
the snow guard work.

City staff expect “minimal 
disruption to pedestrian/
bike traffic while this work 
is being done.” Pilons will 
block off the area where 
they are working but half 
the walkway will be avail-
able for users at all times.

nhunt@ottawavoice.ca

Maintenance planned on bridge

The Marianne Wilkinson 
Bridge, left, will undergo 
maintenance in the coming 
weeks, but will always be 
available to pedestrians and 
cyclists

Nevil Hunt photo

ADVERTISE IN THE

COMMUNITY 
BUSINESS

DIRECTORY!
PLEASE CALL

(613-458-6423)
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Quartz Countertops

Walk-in Closets In-suite Laundry • Pet-friendly • Professionally Managed • On-site Maintenance

Proudly presented by:

DON’T
PAY

UNTIL
MAY

NOW RENTING 
New Luxury Apartments in Kanata

eaglepointe.ca
800 Eagleson Road
Kanata, ON
eaglepointe@icproperties.ca
(613) 271 - 8948

Spaciously designed suites with premium trims and finishes 
including sleek modern cabinetry, premium vinyl plank flooring 
and four stainless steel kitchen appliances.

Walking distance to pharmacies, parks, 
grocery plazas and more. 
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No toys, no batteries, 
no cables. The blue bin 
is for empty and clean 
household containers only.

ottawa.ca/wasteexplorer

20
22
-5
22

Got containers? 
Hand them 

over!

To all my former 
patients, it was a 
pleasure being your 
dentist for all these 
years. Do not hesitate 
to contact me at:
gcleclercq@sympatico.ca

Geneviève Leclercq,
B.Sc., D.D.S.

WEEKLY SUNDAY BINGO NOW ON! 
STARTS AT 12:45PM

WIN UP TO $1300 - LIMITED TO 50 PEOPLE

1pm - Kanata Legion - 70 Hines Rd
For more info Call Clay: 613-301-2651

COVID 19 SAFETY PROTOCOLS IN PLACE

• Landscaping by a Professional Team
• Award Winning Company

40
YEARS

Matheson Landscaping Services LTD.
613-839-2730

mathesonlandscaping@rogers.com

•SHRUBS & TREES
       •SHAPING
             •PRUNING

BY NEVIL HUNT

If the pen is mightier than 
the sword, might a paint-
brush be even mightier?

Kanata artist Bill Brown 
has been inspired to re-
spond to Russia’s invasion 
of Ukraine by painting a 
portrait of Ukrainian presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelenskyy. 

The painting is up for auc-
tion online until April 7 at 5 
p.m, and the proceeds will 
be donated to the charity 
Doctors Without Borders.

Brown said he has no 
family ties to Ukraine, but 
couldn’t ignore the war and 
its effect on the people of 
that nation.

“Some of the photos got 
to me – the families sepa-
rated – it’s heartbreaking to 
see those kids the age of my 
children kissing their dads 
goodbye.”

Brown said he chose 
Zelenskyy as the subject 
because he is so inspiring.

“This is what art is for,” 
he said. “His (Zelenskyy’s) 
courage is so apparent in 
what he’s doing. You look 
for that as an artist.”

Brown’s portrait is an 
oil painting on a wooden 
board. He’s been painting in 
oils since Covid first hit, and 
“has painted pretty much 
every day for two years.” 

To see an online gallery of 
his works, visit www.insta 
gram.com/radioglare.

Brown said Doctors 
Without Borders was “easy 
to pick” as the charity he 
wanted to help.

“They have experience 
with masses of people who 
need medical care,” he said.

Online bids are accept-
ed in $5 increments and 
Brown’s goal of raising $250 
was eclipsed last week. To 
bid, visit www.32auctions.
com/zelenskyyportrait.

nhunt@ottawavoice.ca

Artist 
inspired by 
‘courage’

Photo provided
Bill Brown with his painting of Ukranian president Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy, which he is auctioning off for Doctors Without 
Borders.
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613-416-7863 
ChartwellOttawa.com

OPEN
HOUSE
 April 7th to 10th  •  1–6 pm

Call or visit us today!
CHARTWELL KANATA 
20 Shirley’s Brook Drive, Kanata

CHARTWELL EMPRESS KANATA 
170 McGibbon Drive, Kanata

CHARTWELL STONEHAVEN 
70 Stonehaven Drive, Kanata

CHARTWELL RIVERPARK 
1 Corkstown Road, Nepean

CHARTWELL STILLWATER CREEK 
2018 Robertson Road, Nepean

BY NEVIL HUNT

Enthusiasm is bubbling 
among the cast and crew 
of the Kanata Theatre’s cur-
rent production. Covid has 

left so many stages dark 
that anyone who loves 
theatre is dying to return 
to normal –  with full casts 
and full houses.

“Opening Night” was 
to have arrived at the 
Ron Maslin Playhouse in 
May 2020. Director Brian 
McManus had the cast 
and crew “ready to go,” but 
the pandemic shut things 
down.

“Half the cast is back and 

almost a whole new (stage) 
crew,” McManus said, add-
ing that when auditions 
reopened last November, 
actors clamoured for a 
spot.

“There was a huge turn-
out and I really got to hand-
pick an exceptional cast,” 
he said. “I had the crew 
emailing me every week. 
I’m very happy with the 
quality (of the cast and 
crew), and I’m feeling very 
blessed to have them.”

McManus said “Opening 
Night” is a Norm Foster 
comedy written in 1989, 
but well-suited to our 
times. 

“Everything’s not quite 
right,” he said. “The char-
acters all have unrealistic 
expectations, failures and 
surprise successes. It’s an 
analogue for our world 
right now.”

McManus has been with 
the Kanata Theatre for 
about four years, and be-
fore that spent decades 
in Almonte and Carleton 
Place with local theatre 
companies. 

At a recent rehearsal 
he barely had time to 
chat between questions 
from sound and lighting 
crew, prop assistants and 
well-wishers.

READY TO GO

“Opening Night” was pro-
duced in short order – just 
three weeks, when a pro-
duction usually takes six 
weeks to come together. 
McManus said the cast and 
crew have had so much en-
ergy that they could have 
opened a week early.

The play opened March 
22 and will run every week-
day through April 2. All 
shows are at 7:30 p.m. and 
audience members must 
wear a mask.

Tickets are $25 and are 
available online at kanata 
theatre.ca. The Kanata 
Theatre is wheelchair ac-
cessible – call the box office 
at 613-831-4435 for wheel-
chair seating.

nhunt@ottawavoice.ca

Kanata Theatre welcomes you back
‘Opening Night’ 

comedy has been 
waiting almost  

two years for an 
opening night
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COMMUNITY BUSINESS DIRECTORY - 613-458-6423

Fully Insured. Independently Owned and Operated in Ottawa since 1998. *Electrical work performed by ECRA contractors.

613-723-5021
Ottawa.handymanconnection.com

Carpentry • Electrical* • Plumbing
Kitchen & Bath Remodels

• Painting • General Repairs

One Call Gets the Things 
You Want Done...DONE!

HANDY MAN

HUNT’S
PAINTING

Scott Hunt • 613-612-9727
hunts-painting@rogers.com

• FREE Estimates
• Drywall & minor repairs

BRINGING HOMES TO LIFE

PAINTING

Small Renos • Trim Install • Handyman • Spray painting • Small Repairs

PAINTING
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Rediscover Ontario
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Safety:9.75"

Safety:6.5"

Ad Size:10.25"

Ad Size:7"

BY NEVIL HUNT

Health worker and labour 
leader Melissa Coenraad 
has been named the NDP 

candidate for Kanata-
Carleton in the 2022 pro-
vincial election.     She was 
selected as the party’s can-
didate at a nomination 

meeting on March 20.
Coenraad’s name will be 

familiar to many in the rid-
ing as she has run under 
the NDP banner in two 

federal elections. She lives 
in Katimavik-Hazeldean.

Coenraad serves on the 
executive board of the 
Ontario Public Service 

Employees Union and is re-
gional vice-president, rep-
resenting 20,000 members 
across eastern Ontario. As 
a lab technician, she has 
helped analyze Covid tests 
at CHEO.

Speaking with Your 

Community Voice shortly 
after earning the nomina-
tion, Coenraad said health 
care and long-term care are 
clear priorities for the resi-
dents of Kanata-Carleton.

SEE COENRAAD, PAGE 15

NDP nominates familiar name in Kanata-Carleton
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Dwell Tectonics Ltd.
• Renovations • Restorations • Bathrooms

• Kitchens • In-Law Suites • Basements
• Water Damage Repair

Richard Balon
rpbalon@gmail.com•613-220-1594

References available•Insured•Serving Ottawa for Over 30 Years

HOME IMPROVEMENT

• Drywall• Drywall
• Taping• Taping
• Stippled Ceiling Repairs• Stippled Ceiling Repairs
• Painting• Painting

• Custom Basements• Custom Basements
• Decks• Decks
• Repairs of all kinds
• New Additions and Garages

KANATA DRYWALL
& RENOVATIONS

Fixing Kanata walls for 25 years
Call Chris (613) 724-7376

chris9charlebois@hotmail.com

L
S

s
d Garagesd Garages

ears
6

HOME IMPROVEMENT

The Odd Job Man

Drywall & repairs•Tile & fl oor•Deck & fence
Carpentry work•Kitchen & bath•Painting
Plumbing & electrical• Garden & design

THERE IS NO JOB TOO SMALL FOR US!

www.theoddjobman.ca•613-220-5488•info@theoddjobman.cawww.theoddjobman.ca•613-220-5488•info@theoddjobman.ca

HANDY MAN

CUSTOM CARPENTRY
Finished Basements

20 Years’ experience • Fully Insured
References Available

JM
Jeffrey Martin  (613) 796-7859 CELL

www.jmcustomcarpentry.ca

HOME IMPROVEMENT

• Junk & Clutter Removal
• Estate & Moving Cleanouts
• Fences & Decks Torn Down
• Construction & Reno Debris
• Lawn & Garden Waste, Trees Cut
• Small Shed & Building Demolition

CHEAP RATES • NO-NONSENSE
ALWAYS AVAILABLE

613-899-7269

JUNK REMOVAL

Commercial or Residential
thewaterdoctor.ca • 613-880-0587

WE’RE THERE FOR YOU WHEN YOUR WATER BREAKS
� Plumbing
� Water Treatment
� Softeners
� U.V. Sterilizers
� Water Pumps
� Wells & Extensions

WATER

HOUSE CLEANING

YOUR LOCAL SERVICE COMPANIES ARE 
FOUND HERE IN YOUR COMMUNITY VOICE

Ray’s Tree Removal Service
• Trimming
• Stump Removal

Same Day / Emergency Service

Senior
Discount25%

FullyFully
InsuredInsured 613-850-4444

TREE SERVICES

info@diamondview.ca  •  613-227-8608
2510 Old Second Line Rd Kanata

Diamondview
BOOKING FOR 
SPRING 2022

Installation & Repairs
    Fences, decks, railings,
    interlock, landscaping

DECKS & FENCES

ROOFING

Always a discount for Seniors
☑ Fully Insured ☑ Tree Removal

☑ Stump Grinding ☑ Pruning

613-265-1521613-265-1521

ANDREW’S TREE SERVICESANDREW’S TREE SERVICES
TREE SERVICES

Marilyn’s Phot ography
• Creative portraits
• Single or couple
• Boudoir

Call or email for an appointment
613-863-3109

bissetsmith.marilyn7@gmail.comb

PHOTOGRAPHY

� Stone
� Brick
� Block
� Repairs

SERVING THE GREATER OTTAWA AREA. CALL US TODAY!
613-325-1893  |  shawn.ssmasonry@gmail.com

S&S MASONRY
MASONRY

Ottawa Valley Masonry

Free quote call Byron @ 613-720-6695

• Chimneys
• Window Sills
• Repointing

• Brick Replacement

• Steps
• Parging

Specializing in Masonry Repairs

EXCELLENT SERVICE

MASONRY

L.A. SICOLI
MASONRY &

RESTORATION

• Chimney Repairs • Window Sills
• Custom Stone Work • Repointing

• Parging • Flagstone
• Stone Foundation Wall Repairs

• Cultured Stone • Interlocking Stone

FREE Estimates
Luciano Sicoli, Owner • 613-859-4684

MASONRY
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St. Mary’s Anglican Church

2574 Sixth Line Road, Dunrobin
613-832-1331

Easter Sunday Service
April 17th @ 9am

Celebrate Easter
and the joyous 

resurrection
of Jesus

with Trinity!

Good Friday Service
~ April 15 at 7:30 PM

Easter Sunday Worship
~ April 17 at 10:00 AM

Celebrate Easter
and the joyous 

resurrection
of Jesus

with Trinity!

Good Friday Service
~ April 15 at 7:30 PM

Easter Sunday Worship
~ April 17 at 10:00 AM

Trinity Presbyterian Church
1817 Richardson Side Road, Carp

info.trinity.kanata@gmail.com
613-836-1429

CCeelleebbrraattee EEaasstteerr
aanndd tthhee jjooyyoouuss 

rreessuurrrreeccttiioonn
ooff JJeessuuss

wwiitthh TTrriinniittyy!!

GGoooodd FFrriiddaayy SSeerrvviiccee
~~ AApprriill 1155 aatt 77::3300 PPMM

EEaasstteerr SSuunnddaayy WWoorrsshhiipp
~~ AApprriill 1177 aatt 1100::0000 AAMM

Masks and full vaccination
(if eligible) are required.

Maundy Thursday – April 14
7:00 pm - St John’s Kanata North

Good Friday – April 15
Noon - St John’s Kanata North

The Great Easter Vigil – April 16
7:45 pm - St John’s Kanata North

Easter Sunday – April 17
9:00 am - St Mary’s North March
9:00 am - online Zoom meet
10:30 am - St John’s Kanata North
11:00 am - St Paul’s Dunrobin

Th e Anglican Parish of March

Limited Capacity 

Masks required

Vaccine passport 
required (18+)

613-592-4747     www.parishofmarch.ca

Come celebrate the Easter Miracle!

St John’s Kanata North 325 Sandhill Road, Kanata
St Mary’s North March 2574 6th Line Road, Dunrobin
St Paul’s Dunrobin 1118 Thomas Dolan Pkwy at Dunrobin Crossroads

          Kanata United Church Invites You to Celebrate 

HHoollyy  WWeeeekk  aanndd  EEaasstteerr
Maundy Thursday, April 14, 7:00 pm
Combined service with Glen Cairn United & Kanata United Churches 
to be hosted by Glen Cairn United in-person (registration required), and 
via YouTube at www.gcuc.ca  

Good Friday, April 15, 11:00 am
Combined service with Kanata United & Glen Cairn United Churches  
to be hosted by Kanata United Church in-person & via Zoom at www.kuc.ca 

Easter Services – Sunday, April 177, 10:00 am
Kanata United Church in-person & via Zoom at www.kuc.ca – “Celebrating the Resurrection!” 

33 Leacock Drive 
Reverend Cindy Casey 
Phone: 613-592-5834  
  www.kuc.ca 

20 Young Road, Kanata
admin@stpaulshk.org

613-836-1001
www.stpaulshk.org

April 15 Good Friday Service 2pmApril 15 Good Friday Service 2pm

April 16 Easter Vigil 8pmApril 16 Easter Vigil 8pm

April 17 Easter Sunday 9am & 11amApril 17 Easter Sunday 9am & 11am

ANGLICAN CHURCHANGLICAN CHURCH
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Supporting Ukrainian Refugees 
As part of Canada’s response to Russia’s full-scale 
invasion of Ukraine, Canada is accepting an 
unlimited number of Ukrainians temporarily under 
the Canada-Ukraine Authorization for Emergency 
Travel. Ukrainians will be able to stay in Canada for 
up to 3 years, and access free open work and study 
permits. Applications are now open at Canada.ca. 
 
Are you an employer who can help hire a Ukrainian 
national? Businesses and employers can now 
register job openings for Ukrainians on Canada's 
online job bank, at JobBank.gc.ca. 
 
Free Volunteer Income Tax Clinic 
Do you need help with your tax return? If you have 
a modest income and a simple tax situation, 
volunteers at MP Jenna Sudds' free tax clinic may 
be able to complete your tax return for you. Please 
visit JennaSuddsMP.ca/taxclinic for more info. 
 
Climate Action Incentive 
Thanks to changes coming into effect this tax year, 
Canadian taxpayers will receive an automatic 
refund to help offset the cost of the federal price 
on pollution. A family of four in Ontario will receive 
approximately $745. All you need to do is file your 
2021 income tax return; there is no need to check 
any boxes to receive this rebate. 
 
Repealing Travel Testing Requirements 
Starting April 1st, Canada will no longer require 
fully vaccinated travellers to provide a COVID-19 
test result to enter the country. Vaccine mandates 
and restrictions are being re-evaluated on an 
ongoing basis. Please visit JennaSuddsMP.ca for 
regular updates. 
 
My team and I are here to support you. Please 
reach out at Jenna.Sudds@parl.gc.ca or (613) 
592-3469. 

Time: 11:30 am - 1:00 pm
Where: St. Paul’s United Church
Address: 3760 Carp Road
Please call for reservations due to
restriction on numbers. 613 809 2488

Soup̒n Dipity Luncheon
STARTING APRIL 19TH

Soup, Sandwich,
cake, coff ee & tea

>> COENRAAD FROM PAGE 12

“The pandemic really 
changed the focus,” she 
said. “There is a crisis in 
health care and the current 
government was cutting 
care before the pandemic. 
We need to invest in health 
care.”

The NDP has warned 
against a Progressive 
Conservative plan to use 
private health care settings 
to catch up on the current 
surgery backlog caused by 
the pandemic, saying there 
is a risk that the PCs will use 
private health care beyond 
the backlog.

“They will provide licences 
for simple surgeries, saying 
it’s about the backlog, but if 
private clinics are going to 
spend the time to prepare 
for that, and also invest in 
doing surgeries – they’re 
not going to construct sur-
gical capacity for just a short 
time, it’s going to be here 
forever,” Coenraad said. 

“There will be a depletion 
of staff (in the public sys-
tem) if they are lured away.

“Some people will be able 
to afford to get quicker care, 
but for others it will be slow-
er, and staff shortages will 
increase.”

The deaths Covid caused 
in many long-term care 
homes in Ontario is anoth-
er issue Coenraad said the 
NDP is focused on.

“There’s a lot to work on 
in long-term care,” she 
said. “The PCs were cutting 
from long-term care before 
Covid hit, and schools are 
overcrowded, which can 
spread it more easily.”

She said “people are frus-
trated with some of the han-
dling” of Covid over the past 
two years.

“After the first wave, why 
did the Ministry of Long-
Term Care not get people 
the (personal protective 
equipment) they needed? 
Thousands died, includ-
ing health care workers and 
teachers. They left them on 
their own, and they are re-
ally vulnerable people and 
workers.”

Outside of work hours, 

Coenraad went on a mis-
sion trip with a church orga-
nization to Uganda in 2017, 
staying 10 days and working 
at orphanages in two prov-
inces in that country.

“The orphanages were 
started by a Canadian cou-
ple after taking in children,” 
she said. 

“The children live in 
multiple-family homes, 
and they get an education, 
medical attention and an 
introduction to sports. We 
helped build and maintain 
things there, and we would 
eat and stay with families to 
see what it’s like to spend a 
day in their life with them.”

MISSION TRIP

“You see ads on TV asking 
for our help but I wanted to 
go and help out myself.”

Coenraad said she was 
there when the first stu-
dent who went through 
the whole 12-year program 
graduated from university.

“It really showed how 
much it can mean when 
you invest in a child,” she 
said.

The other candidates in 
Kanata-Carleton include 
incumbent Progressive 
Conservative Merrilee 
Fullerton and Liberal 
Shahbaz Syed. The Green 
party had not nominated a 
candidate as of press time.

nhunt@ottawavoice.ca

Editor’s note: this is the sec-
ond in a series of profiles on 
the candidates in the June 2 
provincial election. The PC 
candidate will be profiled in 
the April 14 issue.

Melissa Coenraad

Nevil Hunt photo
An home under construction at the corner of Belleview and 
Pickford drives was completely destroyed during the early 
morning hours of March 14, with damage estimated at $1 
million. There were no injuries reported.
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HAZELDEAN GARDENS RETIREMENT RESIDENCE
6130 Hazeldean Road, Stittsville K2S 2M2         www.hazeldeangardens.ca

CALL 613-903-6949 FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO SCHEDULE A TOURCALL 613-903-6949 FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO SCHEDULE A TOUR

MOVE IN THIS SPRING MOVE IN THIS SPRING  
AND RECEIVE AAND RECEIVE A

$$10,00010,000 RELOCATION ALLOWANCERELOCATION ALLOWANCE
IF YOU’VE BEEN CONSIDERING RETIREMENT 

RESIDENCE LIVING, NOW IS THE TIME TO MAKE 
YOUR MOVE TO HAZELDEAN GARDENS.

• We’re 80% full, but there’s still an excellent selection of suites available.
• Relax and enjoy a healthy lifestyle without the day-to-day 

responsibilities of managing your own home.
• Have peace of mind knowing that registered nursing staff are always 

available to respond if needed.
• Enjoy appetizing and nutritious meals freshly prepared in our kitchen
• Participate in a wide variety of stimulating physical and recreational 

programs
• No more COVID-required isolation.  Get back to enjoying life in a 

vibrant, friendly community. 

As we like to say:

YOU’RE NEVER TOO OLD TO HAVE FUN!.

The Ottawa area’s premier
retirement residence located nearby

in the heart of Stittsville

R

•
•

•


