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YourYour
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Specialists
Removal

Waste 

Complete Property Maintenance

613-836-2111   www.completepropertymaintenance.ca

Commercial & Residential • Spring & Fall Clean Ups
Lawn Cutting • Flower Bed Design & Maintenance • Tree Pruning & Hedge Trimming

Interlock Services –  Patios, Walkways, Stairs And More!

THE   THE   POO P SQUADPOO P SQUAD

613-271-8814    www.poopsquad.ca

Has your dog turned the yard into a
minefi eld? Let us clean it up for you!
Spring clean up and weekly maintenance available.

Call us today to reclaim your yard!

Scooping
for over

26 years!

Dr. Merrilee Fullerton, MPP 
Kanata-Carleton

100-240 Michael Cowpland Dr., Kanata • 613-599-3000 • Merrilee.Fullerton@pc.ola.org

BY NEVIL HUNT

The public school board 
has voted to reinstate 
mask wearing, but the 
chair says there will not 
be any penalties for stu-
dents who do not follow 
the requirement.

Lynn Scott is the trust-
ee for three wards – West 
Carleton-March, Stittsville 
and Rideau-Goulbourn 
– as well as chair of the 
Ottawa-Carleton District 
School Board.

“There are a number 
of things we cannot do,” 
Scott said following the 
meeting, adding that 
there will be no discipline 
for those without masks, 
such as expulsions or 
suspensions.

She said trustees are 
“acting out of concern 
for the most vulnerable” 

by bringing back the 
requirement. 

“My personal preference 
is to see masks, and the 
motion was brought for-
ward with good intentions.

“Parents can request 
an exemption without 
any medical information 
needed,” she said. “A large 
proportion of parents see 
masking as a challenge for 
children’s mental health 
and those with commu-
nication disorders.”

Scott abstained from the 
vote on April 12. She said 
she did so because she was 
not able to speak to the 

motion before the voting 
took place.

“If I had (voted), I would 
have voted against (re-
quiring masks) for two 
reasons, Scott said. 

“First, there is the chal-
lenge of enforcement 
without a provincial 
mandate or advice from 
Ottawa Public Health. 
Second, I do hear the con-
cerns of parents who feel 
masks do affect children’s 
mental health.”

She also noted that chil-
dren spend a lot of time 
outside school, and often 
in places where masks are 
not required.

Scott said the input she 
received from parents was 
roughly split on the issue, 
and the board will adapt as 
the pandemic continues.

“I think we will all keep an 
eye on it,” she said. “The 
case rate seems to have 
stabilized, and we’re all 
hopeful the numbers will 
go down. We’ve all been 
watching the data.”

nhunt@ottawavoice.ca

Public board reinstates mask rule
No penalty for 

those who don’t 
comply: chair

Trustee Lynn Scott

Nevil hunt photo
Four times each year – at each of the four solstices – visitors to Madahoki will be able to 
enjoy Indigenous culture, from food to arts to the performance of traditional dance. For more 
about the Indigenous experience in the NCC Greenbelt, please see page 14.



2     April 28, 2022 - Community Voice News

 
Elect 
Melissa 
Coenraad 

  

  Melissa Coenraad and the Ontario New  
  Democrats are working for you! 
 
  ✓ We will reverse Doug Ford’s cuts to healthcare and  
     education 
  ✓ We will take profit out of long term care 
  ✓ We will invest in affordable housing 
 

   On June 2 elect Melissa Coenraad as  
   MPP for Kanata-Carleton ✓ 
 
 

    Melissa.coenraad@ontariondp.ca 
     melissacoenraad.ontariondp.ca 

 

 Melissa Coenraad is a Kanata resident, healthcare professional, 
 and a mom. She will work hard to ensure healthcare  
 services are there for you!  
                                                                                                            Authorized by the CFO for the Kanata-Carleton NDP 

DO MEANINGFUL WORK
WE’RE HIRING SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS

At First Student, our School Bus Drivers are  
an integral part of the communities they serve.  

We are your friends, family, and neighbours!

workatfirst.com           613.721.5500

We are proud to offer:
• Competitive Wages • Flexible Hours • Free Training

We are an equal opportunity employer that values a diverse workforce.

BY NEVIL HUNT

The fallout from Covid 
continues to hit the fi-
nances of OC Transpo.

The city’s transit com-
mission received OC 
Transpo’s 2022 business 
plan on March 30, and it 
shows annual 2021 rid-
ership was 32 percent of 
2019 levels on conven-
tional buses and trains, 
and 42 percent of 2019 
levels on Para Transpo.

The system is not de-
signed to break even and 
is always expected to re-
quire funding from differ-
ent levels of government, 
but the drop in ridership 
during the pandemic 
has thrown the expected 

revenue-expense ratio out 
of whack. Revenue is far 
below pre-Covid projec-
tions, but the cost of op-
eration has not decreased.

The drop in revenue 
can be attributed in large 
part to the federal gov-
ernment’s move to work-
from-home for many 
public employees.

One of the priorities 
for 2022 at OC Transpo 
is increasing ridership. 
Improving O-Train Line 
1 performance and fare 
system improvements are 
also on the list. 

Kanata South Coun. 
Allan Hubley, who chairs 
the transit commission, 
said the ridership dip 
during Covid’s peak peri-
ods made revenue hard to 
predict.

“With all the waves, you 
start to get optimistic that 
ridership will come back,” 
he said. “But it just hasn’t 

come back and there is 
a school of thought that 
the ridership won’t come 
back.”

WORK FROM HOME

In an effort to fix the gap 
between revenue and 
expenses, the Transit 
Commission carried a 
motion that the mayor 
write to the federal 
Minister of Finance, the 
President of the Treasury 
Board and the Minister 
of the Environment and 
Climate Change, as well 
as all members of parlia-
ment from the National 
Capital Region, requesting 
that the federal govern-
ment provide funding to 
offset the operating deficit 
of OC Transpo, as a result 
of the decision of the fed-
eral government to main-
tain the work-from-home 
model past 2022.

nhunt@ottawavoice.ca

City seeks federal help for transit
2021 saw less than 

a third of 2019’s 
ridership
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613.595.1116 | BridlewoodRetirement.com 613.903.6136 | TimberwalkRetirement.com

Join us Saturday, April 30th from 10am until 3pm
for Riverstone’s Spring Open House and explore

everything Retirement Living in Kanata has to o�er.

• Full continuum of care: Independent Living,

 Assisted Living and Memory Care

• A variety of activities and events to keep our

 residents healthy, happy, and connected

Space is limited call Karen at Bridlewood Trails or Anita
at Timberwalk to book an in-person tour at this event.

THIS SATURDAY
APRIL 30TH

10AM-3PM

MAY 14, 15 & 21ST : 9-2 

 

BEETBOX FARM

PLANT SALE

Vegetable & flower seedlings grown by your local
vegetable farmer.

Off Carling between March & Moodie. 

Nevil Hunt photo
Cappy – the mascot of the Ottawa Titans – meets Kanata Baseball Association players at a recent practice at the Bell 
Sensplex, where he did a fine job of hitting and running the bases. The local league has seen registration boom during the 
pandemic and the kids will be back on local diamonds in a matter of days. For information on the KBA, visit kanatabaseball.
com. The Titans home opener is Tuesday, May 24 at 6:30 p.m. versus the Evansville Otters (Indiana).

COMMUNITY VOICE STAFF

The Grassroot Grannies 
will host a plant sale and 
marketplace on Saturday, 
May 7, from 8 a.m. to noon 
at 65 Knudson Dr.

The sale includes hardy 
perennial plants, hand-
crafted garden orna-
ments, gently used garden 

tools and ornaments, and 
a raffle table.

Horticulturalists will be 
on site to provide advice 
on landscape design and 
plant care. 

The sale goes ahead rain 
or shine.

All  proceeds go to 
t h e  St e p h e n  L e w i s 
Foundation, which cham-
pions health and human 
rights to respond to the 
AIDS pandemic in sub-
Saharan Africa.

Plant sale grows hope in Africa
April showers bring 

May flowers
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BY STEVE DESROCHES
@SteveDesroches

At the start of a new term 
of office, every city council 
starts with high expecta-
tions on a range of munici-
pal priorities. 

Given the municipality’s 
special place as the level 
of government closest to 
the people, there are often 
great expectations for 
strong transparency and 
accountability provisions 
at city hall. 

For example, during my 
term of office, city council 
introduced an online gift 
registry to publicly track 
gifts, like NHL hockey 
tickets, as well as online 
reporting of councillors’ 
office expenditures to help 
see how your taxpayer dol-
lars are being spent. 

Accountability and 
transparency can always 
be improved with new 

and progressive policies. 
This is an area where a city 
council should not wait for 
the province to take action 
with changes to munici-
pal legislation in Ontario. 
Municipalities cannot 
boast that they are sover-
eign and mature levels of 
government at the same 
time as “passing the buck” 
to the provincial govern-
ment for concrete action. 

MPP RESPONSIBILITIES

Ontario MPPs are re-
quired to register their 
financial assets for trans-
parency purposes and as 
a prerequisite to hold of-
fice. City councillors are 

under no such obligation 
to report on their real es-
tate holdings. Given the 
concerns over affordable 
housing, it follows that 
city councillors and their 
spouses should follow 
suit and publicly disclose 
their real estate holdings, 
for both residential and 
business properties. 

This transparency would 
also help confirm that city 
councillors meet their 
mandatory residency re-
quirements under pro-
vincial legislation and 
provide greater transpar-
ency for any conflicts of 
interest related city plan-
ning decisions. 

The municipality is, after 
all, the land-use regulator 
through zoning and site 
plans – additional checks 
and balances surely can-
not hurt the cause of good 
government. Ahead of any 
new legislative frame-
work, nothing stops a city 
council candidate from 
voluntarily disclosing 
their one or multiple real 
estate holdings in Ottawa. 

From time to time city 
councillors make dec-
larations on real or per-
ceived conflicts of interest 
and subsequently recuse 
themselves from vot-
ing on specific matters. 
These public declarations 
are normally part of city 
council minutes, which 
can be hard to track. 

It would not be difficult 
for the city’s integrity 
commissioner to main-
tain a central list of decla-
rations to be included in 
an annual report. 

There has been much 
political rhetoric that city 
hall is broken. At times it 
may feel that way when 
someone is on the los-
ing side of a vote or when 
suburban priorities are 
dismissed. But every fix 
starts with leadership and 
a bold first step. 

There are pragmatic ini-
tiatives that a new city 
council can lead to help 
city hall shine brighter.

Steve Desroches is a former 
City of Ottawa councillor 
and deputy-mayor.

OP-ED: Transparency light can shine brighter

How does that saying go?
Nothing in life is “free.”
If the City and its residents 

want all transit to come 
without paying fares, we 
will have to pay for the ser-
vice through our taxes.

This debate is playing out 
at city hall now with the mu-
nicipal election campaign 
officially kicking off next 
week.

The progressives on coun-
cil are calling for the full cost 
to be moved to the property 
tax bill. The fare box picks 
up about half the revenue 
now.

Transit Commission Chair 
and Kanata South council-
lor Allan Hubley had his 
motion passed at the last 
council meeting that calls 
on the city treasurer to pro-
vide the stark numbers of 
what a free ride will mean 

for the average residential 
taxpayer.

Hubley says homeown-
ers can expect to pay be-
tween $500 and $1,000 
more depending on their 
assessment.

For those accustomed to 
the annual two to three per-
cent increases of the past 
decade, that amounts to a 
12 percent hike in one fell 
swoop should the argument 
for free transit fares ever win 
the day on city council.

And that’s just to pay for 
the lost revenue at source. 
The added cost for the like-
ly need for more buses and 
operators (and mechanics) 
would push the expense for 
taxpayers even higher.

West end councillors 
Hubley, Glen Gower, Cathy 
Curry and Eli El-Chantiry 
all have told this newspaper 

while transit service post-
pandemic needs a re-do, 
transferring the full cost of 
the service to the property 
tax bill is not on for them.

Outgoing mayor Jim 
Watson advises too that 
anyone campaigning on a 
promise of free transit in the 
upcoming municipal elec-
tion should be clear on what 
it would cost taxpayers.

His worship says politi-
cians have to be crystal clear 
if they’re prepared to go 
ahead and offer 100 per cent 
tax-supported transit. They 
need be honest with people, 
he said, and tell them they 
will pay the price with sig-
nificantly higher property 
tax bills.

Those in favour argue if 
transit is fair-free, more 
people will choose to take 
a bus or train, thereby 

removing cars from city 
streets. The benefits, advo-
cates maintain, are shorter 
drive times and less pol-
lution. In the longer term, 
proponents contend, there 
is the benefit of fewer cars 
damaging roads or causing 
demand for wider streets. 
That, they reason, means 
tax savings on repaving ex-
isting roads and a poten-
tial windfall if bigger, wider 
roads are not needed. 

If the aim here is to make 
the service affordable for 
the marginalized, address 
that. 

But “free” transit service 
for ALL is clearly unafford-
able with inflation where it 
is and all the other pressures 
and priorities facing the in-
coming city council.

editorial@ottawavoice.ca

‘Free’ transit for ALL unaffordable
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Th e price of homes in the Ottawa area, and across Canada, has 
never been higher - and homes are selling quickly. Th e problem 
for most homeowners is that, although they can sell their home 
at an attractive price, they must then purchase another home at 
an equally high price. 

However, seniors don’t have to face this dilemma. Th ey can take 
advantage of current market conditions and use the proceeds 
from the sale of their home to fund a comfortable lifestyle at a 
retirement residence. 

Stittsville’s Hazeldean Gardens is currently off ering a number 
of added values to make it even more attractive for seniors to 
consider moving now - starting with a $10,000 credit which can 
be applied to any relocation costs, or the fi rst year’s rent. 

Th ey have also established a partnership with a local realtor to 
provide a package of services that includes an evaluation of your 
home based on the latest market activity in your neighbourhood, 
professional staging and photography, and help with downsizing. 

As soon as your home is listed for sale with this realtor, you 
can move out immediately, thus avoiding the inconvenience of 
having your home for sale while it is still occupied. Your payment 
of rent at Hazeldean Gardens will be deferred until your home is 
sold. 

Th ey have also made a special agreement with a reliable local 
moving company to ensure your relocation goes as smoothly as 
possible. 

For more information, call
613-903-6949 or 613-868-8444.

IF YOU HAVE 
A HOME TO

SELL THERE’S 
NEVER BEEN A 
BETTER TIME.

Advertorial

613-45-VOICE (613-458-6423)
Visit us at www.ottawavoice.ca

UPCOMING UPCOMING 
ISSUESISSUES
We publish every 2nd week and mailWe publish every 2nd week and mail
to every home, apartment & businessto every home, apartment & business

Publication Date Submission deadline

May 12 ................ May 4
May 26 ................ May 19
June 9 ................. June 2

Nevil hunt photo
The U11 Kanata Kraken mob their goalie after winning the Kanata Minor Hockey Association’s 
U11 house league championship at the Kanata Recreation Complex on April 10.
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Catherine Pulcine, Owner and Lead Designer of CPI Interiors, will speak about all the
wonderful things that must go into a great kitchen design. She will walk you through

the renovation steps taken by a professional renovation company.
A Great Kitchen starts with a Great Design, We Listen and Beautiful Happens. 

There is no charge, but you must register to attend the webinar.

Wednesday, May 11th, 2022, from 6:30-8:30 pm

Register at www.cpiinteriors.ca and click on Events
Once registered a link will be emailed to you.

COMMUNITY VOICE STAFF

A giant yard sale, a bottle 
drive and a tree giveaway 
will take place June 4, and 
your donations are request-
ed for the yard sale.

The Kanata-Hazeldean 
Lions Club will host the 
event at the Lion Dick 
Brule Community Centre, 
170 Castlefrank Rd. from 7 
a.m. to 2 p.m.

The club is accepting your 
donation of items for the 
yard sale and also offering 

booths for individuals to 
rent a table for $25. 

If you have a donation of 
items or bottles, Lions club 
members will pick up and 
store any donated items 
before the sale. 

You can also bring your 
bottles to the community 
centre on June 4 and then 
browse the sale items. 
Proceeds from the return-
able bottle drive will go to-
ward the new emergency 
unit at the Carleton Place 
hospital.

The tree giveaway will 
help Ecology Ottawa in-
crease Ottawa's tree 
canopy. 

The giveaway will offer 22 
species of native coniferous 
and deciduous seedlings, 
including species that at-
tract wildlife, such as fruit-
, berry- and nut-bearing 
trees. There will also be 
some maples. 

For information, email 
info@khlions.com or 
search “Kanata Hazeldean 
Lions” on Facebook.

Giant yard sale, free seedlings on June 4

BY NEVIL HUNT

For the past four years, 
the Kanata Legion has 
arranged for the names 
of deceased Canadian 
and Allied veterans to be 
engraved on stones at 
the Kanata Cenotaph on 

Village Square, near the 
OPP station

“There are 66 stones 
today,” said Legion mem-
ber Moira Green. “It’s per-
manent memorial of a 
veteran who has passed 
away,” she said.

The stones can only 

be engraved during the 
warmer months so the 
Legion is sending out a 
reminder that the time is 
now good to remember 
someone who has passed. 
The cost is $150 per stone.

For information, call 
Moira Green at 592-3376.

Legion offers engraving of cenotaph stones
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Supporting the local economy  
•   On-going work with all BIAs; celebrated opening of Hub350 in the Kanata Tech Park 
•   $12.1 million in grant funding to support recovery with 459 local businesses in 2021 
•   $38 million to City of Ottawa to improve public transit routes and services  
 
 
Helping individuals and families    
• Reduced gas tax at the pump and Ontario Tax Credits for seniors,  

energy and property tax   
• Lowered hydro bills in winter month with off-peak electricity rates 24/7  
• Raised minimum wage for Ontarians – now including digital  

platform and gig workers  
 
 
Supporting the community    
• New Dave Smith Youth Treatment Centre, CHEO treatment centre,  

and Ottawa Hospital 
• Funding to Kanata Rec Centre, Kanata Seniors’ Centre, 

Carp Agricultural Society, and more   
• Started awareness programs to support local charities,  

greater volunteerism, physical activity 

Community Office  
240 Michael Cowpland Dr. Suite 100 
Kanata, ON K2M 1P6 

613-599-3000 
merrilee.fullerton@pc.ola.org 

merrileefullerton.ca

Merrilee Fullerton 
Your MPP for Kanata-Carleton  

My Community Office staff and I are here to help you  
access provincial government programs and services. 
Please get in touch with us if we can be of any assistance. 

Community Voice Full page ad April 20.qxp_Layout 1  2022-04-20  5:22 PM  Page 2
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Budget 2022: Investing in Kanata—Carleton 
Earlier this month, Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Finance, Chrystia Freeland, 
presented Budget 2022, our fiscal plan to build 
a stronger economic future for all Canadians. 
 
• To curb the rise in housing prices, Budget 

2022 outlines our government’s plan to bring 
down the cost of purchasing a home, regulate 
speculative behaviour and foreign 
investment, and to double Canada’s housing 
construction rate so that more affordable 
housing can be built quickly in Kanata—
Carleton and across Canada. 

• On the environment, Budget 2022 invests in 
made-in-Canada innovation to reduce 
greenhouse gases and protect our climate. It 
also broadens the government's zero-
emission vehicles strategy to make electric 
vehicles easier to buy and easier to charge. 

• On healthcare, Budget 2022 introduces a 
national dental care plan and improved 
mental healthcare, and strengthens Canada's 
existing healthcare sector to clear backlogs. 

• In response to the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine, Budget 2022 supplies Ukraine with 
an additional $500M in military aid, and 
invests $8B to reinforce Canada's national 
defence in the midst of foreign threats. 

• Most importantly, Budget 2022 maintains 
Canada's strong fiscal position, low debt-to-
GDP ratios, and pays down our COVID-
related deficits. 

 
More details on Budget 2022 can be found at 
JennaSuddsMP.ca/news. 
 
My team and I have been hard at work 
responding to your phone calls and emails. 
Please reach out to me at any time, at 
Jenna.Sudds@parl.gc.ca or (613) 592-3469. 

Hubley’s name will be on ballot again
BY PATRICK UGUCCIONI 

It was not a given that 
Allan Hubley would seek 
a fourth term this year on 
Ottawa city council.

“It wasn’t as easy (a deci-
sion) as in the past,” the 
Kanata South council-
lor said when asked if his 
name would be on the bal-
lot again in 2022. 

“I had to put a lot of 
thinking into whether I 
was ready to run again or 
not.”

COVID changed the dy-
namics for the one-time 
Glen Cairn Community 
Association president. 

“We had time to think 
what we wanted to do 
with the rest of our lives, 
starting with the next four 
years,” said Hubley, who 
became a grandfather for 
the third time over the past 
year.

What tipped the scales 
for him in the end was his 
enduring enthusiasm for 
the job.

“I love this community,” 
he told Your Community 
Voice.

Looking back over the 
past term, the one big ac-
complishment he likes to 
point to is the emphasis 
on remaking parks in the 
older parts of the ward.

PARKS

“We have started renew-
ing the parks. We have 
been doing a couple a 
year,” he said.

The plan is to upgrade as 
many aging parks as pos-
sible over the next term.

Another thing that puts 
a smile on his face is the 
number of roads he has 
managed to get paved in 
Kanata South despite the 
long odds, with competi-
tion for scarce infrastruc-
ture funding across the 
city’s 23 wards.

“It takes a couple of 
years to get a road on the 
list to get paved, and turn 
around and get the money 
to get that road paved.”

When the time comes to 
start knocking on doors, 
the one thing Hubley 
won’t be asking people 
to support is free transit. 
Hubley said he expects the 
push for free transit to be 
a major election issue this 
fall.

The transit commission 
chair championed a mo-
tion that passed at a recent 
council meeting that asks 
staff to provide the stark 
truth about how much it 
would cost residential tax-
payers to pick up the full 
costs of public transit. At 
present, about half is col-
lected at the fare box.

He estimates it would 
add between $500 and 
$1,000 to the average resi-
dential property tax bill or 
the equivalent of a 12 per 
cent tax increase.

“It’s huge. When we raise 
taxes three percent in a 
year we are only raising 
them like $100 or $130 a 
year. 

“This is going to give you 
a $500 to $1,000 increase 
in one shot and this is 
just one item that candi-
dates are talking about,” 
said Hubley, stressing the 

purpose of his motion was 
“so we could all be talking 
the same dollar amount.”

“So that voters, when 
they hear it at the door, 
will know what that prom-
ise means and will have to 
decide. 

“I’m not saying don’t sup-
port a candidate because 
they want free transit. But 
just know that this is what 
it is going to cost you if you 
support them.”

Hubley will also be call-
ing out those advocat-
ing to defund the police 
service.

“I don’t believe in de-
funding the police. I ab-
solutely believe we need 
to put more resources 
into mental health ser-
vices, but that’s a sepa-
rate question for me than 
defunding the police,” 
he said in reference to a 
movement to redirect part 
of the police budget from 
uniformed officers to out-
reach workers trained in 

mental health services.
At  121 officers per 

100,000 population, the 
Ottawa Police Service 
ranks far behind all other 
major cities in Canada.

“Let’s be very blunt here,” 
said Hubley. “We faced 
down an occupation and 
we lost the first couple of 

weeks. We did not have 
enough police officers to 
deal with that.

“We could not keep our 
residents in the core safe 
from what was happen-
ing there. If we’re going to 
go down that route where 
the number of officers are 
cut – as the former Police 
Services Board chair advo-
cated for – there’s going to 
be more of those occupa-
tions because we’re going 
to be the weak link.”

Hubley says he isn’t talk-
ing about building an 
army here, but what he is 
saying is “we can’t cut any 
more resources from the 
police. Instead of corpo-
rate navel gazing, which 
our police force has been 
doing for a few years, we 
need to get more money 
into the front line services.

POLICE TRAINING

“We have to give the of-
ficers the training and the 
equipment that they need 
to protect our residents 
when they need it.”

An area where he would 
seek more funding is on 
the mental health services 
side of the ledger, but he 
would look to federal and 
provincial partners to get 
that money.

“There should be part-
nerships between mental 
health services and po-
lice,” he said.

Hubley likes the idea of 
a social worker in a select 
number of police cars. 
If there are 10 patrolling 
downtown, for example, 
he said “one car could 
have a social worker in 
there when they are get-
ting a lot of calls about 
these types of issues. 

“So, you have that re-
source available to answer 
those types of calls. But we 
can’t have a social worker 
in every car. There just isn’t 
that need.”

editorial@ottawavoice.ca

Coun. Allan Hubley

Kanata South councillor will seek a fourth term on city council

“We faced down an 
occupation and we 
lost the first couple 

of weeks. We did 
not have enough 
police officers to 

deal with that.”

Coun. Allan Hubley
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Looking for camp for your three- to 17-year-olds this summer? The 
City of Ottawa is back offering in-person arts and crafts, games, 
sports, outdoor activities, and virtual programs.

There is something for every interest including farm adventures, 
babysitting, board and tabletop games, cheerleading, chef and 
vet camps as well as popular sports such as hockey, soccer, 
swimming and volleyball. 

If your child is looking to immerse themselves in science and 
technology then delve into the City’s advanced computer 
programming, prototyping and robotics activities including 
working hands on with LEGO® to learn technical building skills, 
engineering principles, teamwork, and organization. Learn 
animation, website creation and graphics skills using Minecraft®.

Let’s not forget the arts. Children can explore their artistic fl air 
through drama, dance, improvisation, sculpture, drawing and 
painting. Work on artistic skills, and techniques, acting, character 
development, vocal work, script development, choreography, 
costume design and staging skills.   

If your teen is looking to build on their teamwork, decision-making, 
and problem-solving skills there are great leadership and swim 
certifi cation programs to choose from that are foundational to a 
career in many fi elds, especially at the City of Ottawa.  

Continuing for 2022 the City will be offering Virtual Camps too. 
From dance, to art to science, you can fi ll the mornings and/or 
afternoons with a fun, interactive, online course from the comfort 
of your own home. 

For those looking for a specialized program for family members 
with developmental or physical needs, be sure to browse the 
Inclusive Recreation program guide. 

Join the fun and relax knowing that the City of Ottawa is 
committed to providing children’s programs of the highest quality 
that are grounded in the principles of healthy child development 
and design guidelines as a registered member of the HIGH FIVE 
Quality Assurance Process. 

Eguides are online now and registration for camps starts on 
Wednesday, May 11 at 9 pm. Just go to Ottawa.ca/recreation to 
browse the camp guides. 

Jump into
City of Ottawa 
Summer Camps

advertorial
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LOCK IN 
YOUR RATE FOR 

2 years  
WHEN YOU MOVE  
IN BY 6/30/22*

Are the rising costs 
of gas, groceries and 
utility bills giving you

the blues?

For more information, call 
613-801-7309.

Save money. Enjoy all-inclusive pricing. 
Make your move to The Bradley.

*Restrictions apply. Cannot be 
combined with other offers.

The Bradley | 130 Goulbourn Forced Road, Kanata, ON K2K 0K6
Independent Living | retirementlivingkanata.com

Community Voice - March 17, 2022      19News

6 1 3 - 8 0 4 - S O L D

J E N A ND L U C Y . C A
S A L E S  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S

J e n  M a c D o n a l d  &  L  u c y  W e b s t e r

• Landscaping by a Professional Team
• Award Winning Company

40
YEARS

Matheson Landscaping Services LTD.
613-839-2730

mathesonlandscaping@rogers.com

•SHRUBS & TREES
       •SHAPING
             •PRUNING

>> BARN FROM PAGE 18

By 2023, visitors to the 
Richmond fairgrounds 
should be able to visit “the 
big barn,” said Bain.

He said the fairgrounds 
has three old buildings, 
but they’re not suitable for 
occupancy and they’re not 
very big.

BIG BARN

“The new barn will be 80 
or 100 feet by 200 feet,” he 
said, which should make it 
the largest indoor space in 
Richmond.

The barn will be available 
for horse and cow shows 
if it rains during the fair, 
which in turn should make 
attendance figures more 
predictable. 

In the off-season, space 
in the new barn will be 
rented out for storage of 
campers and boats.

“That will help offset a 
lot of expenses,” Bain said.

MARKET ON SUNDAYS

The fairgrounds will con-
tinue to host a farmers 
market like last year, every 
Sunday, from roughly 9 
or 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. It’s 
expected to open in July. 
Bain said the market grew 
over the course of last sea-
son, and there were about 
40 vendors – with fresh 
produce, arts and crafts – 
at the market by the final 
weeks.

nhunt@ottawavoice.ca

Residents’ concerns spark delay 
in development on Bobolink Ridge
 BY COMMUNITY VOICE STAFF

A small development of 
stacked townhomes in 
the Fernbank lands has 
been delayed as city staff 
review a traffic analysis 
requested by Stiitsville 
Coun. Glen Gower.

Richcraft is seeking to 
build 84 units – seven 
four-storey stacked 
townhomes with 12 units 
each – at 620 Bobolink 
Ridge, on the west side 
of Robert Grant Avenue.

W h e n  t h e  p e r i o d 
for public comments 
opened, nearby residents 
asked about traffic and 
sidewalks, prompting 

a traffic memoran-
dum from a Richcraft 
consultant.

That memorandum 
concludes that the local 
roads and roundabouts 
can manage the added 
traffic and that the future 
high school will have 
adequate parking and a 
drop-off area, meaning 
local streets should not 
see added parking.

On the subject of side-
walks on Embankment 
Street, the consultant 
points out that there are 
existing or planned con-
crete sidewalks on both 
sides of the remaining 
three boundary streets, 

all of which are more 
likely to be used by 
pedestrians given the ori-
entation and location of 
the proposed buildings. 

In a web posting, Gower 
wrote that the proposed 
development has not 
been approved as city 
planning staff continue 
to review the application 
and work with the devel-
oper to resolve outstand-
ing issues.

Gower asked anyone 
with questions to con-
tact him at glen.gower@
ottawa.ca or city planner 
Colette Gorni at colette.
gorni@ottawa.ca.

editorial@ottawavoice.ca

COMMUNITY VOICE STAFF

If you know a volunteer 
– or group of volunteers 
– whose work should be 
recognized, nominations 
for the 2022 Stittsville Vol-
unteer Awards are open.

One category has been 
renamed to remember 

former Your Community 
Voice editor John Curry – 
the John Curry Memorial 
Youth of the Year – pre-
sented to a young person 
who exemplifies leader-
ship, inspires their peers 
and has made a signifi-
cant contribution to the 
community through vol-
unteer service.

There will be five other 
categories of awards this 
year, including:
• The Roger Griffiths 

Memorial Citizen of the 
Year
• Senior of the Year
• Business of the Year
• Volunteer Group of the 
Year.
• Teacher of the Year.

Nominations must be 
received by email at the 
end of day on April 20 and 
the awards celebration 
will take place in early 
June. Visit glengower.ca 
for nomination forms.

editorial@ottawavoice.ca

Volunteer award nominations open
Former editor John 
Curry’s name added to 
youth category

We value your opinion Email us your thoughts at
editorial@ottawavoice.ca

This newspaper is as much yours as it is ours, 
and we welcome your opinions, thoughts, 
suggestions and story ideas. 

Fullerton hearing “a lot of gratitude’ on campaign trail 
BY PATRICK UGUCCIONI

As Merrilee Fullerton 
makes her way door-to- 
door on her re-election 
campaign, the Tory min-
ister says she is hearing 
people are generally re-
lieved to see that things 
are opening up.

The Kanata-Carleton 
MPP says the feedback at 
the doors is an acknowl-
edgement the Ford gov-
ernment has done a good 
job dealing with the pan-
demic crisis.

“There’s obviously been 
many, many challenges 
and has been a somewhat 
difficult time and a sad 
time for many,” she said 
in an interview. “But there 

is a lot of gratitude.”
“There was an evolution 

to all of the COVID era,” 
she explained. “In the be-
ginning there was very lit-
tle known about the virus.

“We relied on our health 
experts, the Chief Medical 
Officer of Health and their 
team to provide us with the 
guidance that we needed 
and we took their advice.”

But what frustrated leg-
islators, the former fam-
ily physician added, was 
things would change and 
there would be a new vari-
ant or a new tool or a vac-
cine rollout or the rapid 
tests.

“And with all these things 
it was working in real time. 
That was a navigation 

issue. That was something 
all of us had to understand 
that public health and 
safety measures were pri-
ority and that we navigat-
ed that challenge.”

Stressing the priority over 
the past two years has al-
ways been the health and 
safety of all Ontarians, 
Fullerton said the focus 
throughout has also been 
on looking at how to bal-
ance that with support for 
businesses “and under-
standing that as we come 
out of this, the economic 
recovery is absolutely key.”

 “And with all these things 
it was working in real time. 
That was a navigation 
issue,” Fullerton pointed 
out. “That was something 
all of us had to understand 
. . . that public health and 
safety measures were a 
priority and that we navi-
gated that challenge.

“So all the while we were 
focused on the safety and 
well-being of Ontarians, 
we were understanding 
what impact this would 
have on our ability to raise 
the necessary revenue to 
provide things like health-
care and social services.

“So, really balancing the 
healthcare issues, creating 
more capacity in the acute 
care sector and making 

sure we were doing what 
was necessary to provide 
those services that were 
needed.”

Fullerton says post-elec-
tion the Tories worked to 
mend a broken healthcare 
system and undertook 

to carry out a campaign 
promise to build more ca-
pacity. It started with cre-
ating more community 
care with the paramedi-
cine program rolling out 
across the province, in-
cluding here in Ottawa.

“That was all initiated 
before the pandemic ever 
hit,” she stressed.

As the province limps 
out of the pandemic 
into an uncertain future, 
Fullerton assured her gov-
ernment is acting on the 
advice of the province’s 
top doctor and other pub-
lic health experts “as we 
have all along.” 

As she continues the 
conversations on door-
steps with the June 2 pro-
vincial election quickly 
approaching, she is hear-
ing the trepidation over 
the relaxation of mask 
mandates.

“It is the Chief Medical 
Officer of Health who has 
guided us in the terms of 
the masking,” Fullerton 
said. “I know it has been 
a concern for many but 
it is about creating that 
scientific understand-
ing and using the science 
that is provided to us and 
we are going to continue 
to do that.

“Our government has 
been attempting a cau-
tious re-opening and I 
think that’s really been the 
key all along to take the ad-
vice of the experts and be 
cautious of the approach 
and we have had a really 
good result, one of the best 
results across Canada and 
of any North American 
jurisdiction.

“That speaks to the ad-
vice we have taken.”

editorial@ottawavoice.ca

Photo submitted
Kanata-Carleton MPP Merrilee Fullerton is making her way 
door-to-door on her re-election campaign, including on 
Kingsford Court in Beaverbrook where she grew up.
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CELEBRATING OVER 35 YEARS IN BUSINESSCELEBRATING OVER 35 YEARS IN BUSINESS

• VEGETABLES • FLOWERS
• HANGING BASKETS • ANNUALS • PERENNIALS

LARGE SELECTION OF FLOWERING SHRUBS,
EVERGREEN SHRUBS, SHADE TREES,

EVERGREEN TREES, FRUIT TREES, MAPLE TREES
• SEEDS • FERTILIZERS • WATER PLANTS

• BAGGED SOILS AND MULCHES
• CERTIFIED ORGANIC BULK TRIPLE MIX

LOCATED BETWEEN ARNPRIOR & RENFREW,
3 MINUTES OFF HWY #17 AT 1370 SCHEEL DR.

613-623-8486

OVER 4 ACRES OF
DISPLAY BEDS • PONDS • WATERFALLS

Mon.-Sun. 8am-5pm
DEBIT•MC•VISA•AMEX

WE SPECIALIZE IN WE SPECIALIZE IN 
CUSTOM HANGING CUSTOM HANGING 

BASKETS & PLANTERSBASKETS & PLANTERS 

OPENING MAY 1
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COMMUNITY BUSINESS DIRECTORY - 613-458-6423

ROOFING

Ray’s Tree Removal Service
• Trimming
• Stump Removal

Same Day / Emergency Service

Senior
Discount25%

FullyFully
InsuredInsured 613-850-4444

TREE SERVICES

613-265-1521613-265-1521

ANDREW’S TREE SERVICESANDREW’S TREE SERVICES
Seniors Discount

Fully Insured   Tree Removal
Stump Grinding   Pruning

TREE SERVICES

BH Roofing
ONE CALL DOES IT ALL

613-277-9713
www.bhroofing.ca

15 years Warranty
on labour

Over 30 years
experience

Fully insured
Free Estimates

ROOFING

HUNT’S
PAINTING

Scott Hunt • 613-612-9727
hunts-painting@rogers.com

• FREE Estimates
• Drywall & minor repairs

BRINGING HOMES TO LIFE

PAINTING

Small Renos • Trim Install • Handyman • Spray painting • Small Repairs

INTERIOR

Residential • Fully Insured

w w w. c o l l i n s a n d s o n s p a i n t i n g . c o m

PAINTING

Established Business For 50 Years 
#1 IN CANADA

DO YOU NEED HELP IN:
Love•Marriage•Family

Success•Health•Happiness
Business•Romance

Palm & Tarot Card Reader
ALL APPOINTMENTS PRIVATE

613-822-7222

Psychic’s
613-822-7222

COMMUNITY VOICE STAFF

The Kanata Farmers' Market is preparing for the 2022 
season.

The market starts May 7, and will run every Saturday 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. until Oct. 29.

The weekly market offers a wide variety of goods pro-
duced and distributed by locals, at 745 Kanata Ave., near 
the Best Buy store.

For details, visit kanatafarmersmarkets.com.
editorial@ottawavoice.ca

COMMUNITY VOICE STAFF

The 2022 Kanata United Church Book Fair takes place 
May 10 to 14.  

The annual book fair is one of the largest in eastern 
Ontario, typically offering more than 40,000 books. 

Books donated by the community are sorted by category 
and priced, mostly at $1 to $3 each. Proceeds support the 
church’s programs and many local charities including:
• Kanata Food Cupboard
• Stittsville Food Bank
• Kanata-Stittsville Refugee Sponsorship Group

More volunteers are welcome to take a share of the work 
– please contact books@kuc.ca. 

The sale runs Tuesday to Friday 3 to 8 p.m. (Tuesday by 
appointment only), and Saturday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Covid protocols will be in place. Visit kuc.ca for more 
information.

editorial@ottawavoice.ca

Kanata Farmers’ Market  
returns for May 7

Hit the books May 10 to 14

BY NEVIL HUNT

A Celebration of Life trib-
ute is planned for Graham 
Ball, who passed away in 
January, when Covid re-
strictions limited the 
number of people who 

could attend his funeral.
The public is invited to 

attend the May 15 celebra-
tion, which will be hosted 
by the Ball family and the 
Kanata-Hazeldean Lions 
Club.

Ball was a founding 
member of the Kanata-
Hazeldean Lions Club and 
was key to getting the Dick 
Brule Community Centre 
constructed.

He also helped estab-
lish the Glen Cairn Men’s 
Fastball League and his 
name adorns the Graham 
Ball Softball Diamond 
at the intersection of 
Castlefrank Road and 
Abbeyhill Drive.

One of Ball’s two daugh-
ters, Karyn Haufe, said 
people who moved into 
Glen Cairn when the 
community was first es-
tablished likely know the 
most about her father.

“He had to find things 
for us to do because there 
wasn’t much here,” she 
said. 

“In baseball, he was al-
ways a coach, and then he 
started softball for us (the 
girls).”

Then there were the 
freezing nights on the 

outdoor rink, where Ball 
would volunteer to do the 
flooding.

Haufe said there were 
also some memorable 
funfairs 

“You could bring your 
pets, and there were priz-
es, like for the dog with the 
longest tail or the shortest 
animal – that was a turtle. 
The Lions helped run a 

soapbox derby. It ran down 
Braco (Street).”

CASE OF BEER

If not a rule breaker, 
Haufe said her dad cer-
tainly qualified as a rule 
bender when things had 
to get done. 

She said he needed help 
finishing the baseball dia-
mond behind A.Y. Jackson 
Secondary School, and 
saw a guy with a backhoe.

“He went up to him and 
gave him a case of beer to 
finish the job,” she said. 
“He always said it was eas-
ier to ask for forgiveness 
than ask for permission.”

Haufe said the naming of 
the softball diamond on 
Castlefrank was important 
to her father.

“When they amalgam-
ated the city of Kanata, 
I was glad they named 
things after people while 
they were still alive. He 
was proud of that – quietly 
proud.”

The Celebration of Life 
is planned for Sunday, 
May 15, from 2 to 4 p.m. 
at the Lion Dick Brule 
Community Centre, 170 
Castlefrank Rd.

nhunt@ottawavoice.ca

Celebration remembers the life of Graham Ball
Public invited to 

May 15 event 

File photo
Graham Ball was a founding 
member of the Kanata-
Hazeldean Lions Club.
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COMMUNITY BUSINESS DIRECTORY - 613-458-6423

Dwell Tectonics Ltd.
• Renovations • Restorations • Bathrooms

• Kitchens • In-Law Suites • Basements
• Water Damage Repair

Richard Balon
rpbalon@gmail.com•613-220-1594

References available•Insured•Serving Ottawa for Over 30 Years

HOME IMPROVEMENT

• Drywall• Drywall
• Taping• Taping
• Stippled Ceiling Repairs• Stippled Ceiling Repairs
• Painting• Painting

• Custom Basements• Custom Basements
• Decks• Decks
• Repairs of all kinds
• New Additions and Garages

KANATA DRYWALL
& RENOVATIONS

Fixing Kanata walls for 25 years
Call Chris (613) 724-7376

chris9charlebois@hotmail.com

L
S

s
d Garagesd Garages

ears
6

HOME IMPROVEMENT

The Odd Job Man

Drywall & repairs•Tile & fl oor•Deck & fence
Carpentry work•Kitchen & bath•Painting
Plumbing & electrical• Garden & design

THERE IS NO JOB TOO SMALL FOR US!

www.theoddjobman.ca•613-220-5488•info@theoddjobman.cawww.theoddjobman.ca•613-220-5488•info@theoddjobman.ca

HANDY MAN

CUSTOM CARPENTRY
Finished Basements

20 Years’ experience • Fully Insured
References Available

JM
Jeffrey Martin  (613) 796-7859 CELL

www.jmcustomcarpentry.ca

HOME IMPROVEMENT

• Junk & Clutter Removal
• Estate & Moving Cleanouts
• Fences & Decks Torn Down
• Construction & Reno Debris
• Lawn & Garden Waste, Trees Cut
• Small Shed & Building Demolition

CHEAP RATES • NO-NONSENSE
ALWAYS AVAILABLE

613-899-7269

JUNK REMOVAL

info@diamondview.ca  •  613-227-8608
2510 Old Second Line Rd Kanata

Diamondview
BOOKING FOR 
SPRING 2022

Installation & Repairs
    Fences, decks, railings,
    interlock, landscaping

DECKS & FENCES

� Stone
� Brick
� Block
� Repairs

SERVING THE GREATER OTTAWA AREA. CALL US TODAY!
613-325-1893  |  shawn.ssmasonry@gmail.com

MASONRY

Ottawa Valley Masonry

Free quote call Byron @ 613-720-6695

• Chimneys
• Window Sills
• Repointing

• Brick Replacement

• Steps
• Parging

Specializing in Masonry Repairs

EXCELLENT SERVICE

MASONRY

L.A. SICOLI
MASONRY &

RESTORATION

• Chimney Repairs • Window Sills
• Custom Stone Work • Repointing

• Parging • Flagstone
• Stone Foundation Wall Repairs

• Cultured Stone • Interlocking Stone

FREE Estimates
Luciano Sicoli, Owner • 613-859-4684

MASONRY

PERKINS DECKS
Custom Made Decks
Red Cedar, Pressure Treated

FREE Estimates • Fully Insured
25 Year Experience

613-761-0671
www.perkinsdecks.com

DECKS

Fully Insured. Independently Owned and Operated in Ottawa since 1998. *Electrical work performed by ECRA contractors.

613-723-5021
Ottawa.handymanconnection.com

Carpentry • Electrical* • Plumbing
Kitchen & Bath Remodels

• Painting • General Repairs

One Call Gets the Things 
You Want Done...DONE!

HANDY MAN

VISIONVISION
IRON WORKSIRON WORKS

Steel custom-made railings and wall railings.
For everyone you care about. Safety goes a long way.

TERRY • 613-796-2539

3 SWEETNAM DR., BUILDING 1. #144, STITTSVILLE
VISIONIRONWORKS@GMAIL.COM WWW.VISIONIRONWORKS.COM

FREE ESTIMATES

IRON WORKS

Custom Interlock Installation
Paving Stones, Walkways
Patios, Retaining Walls
Bobcat & Mini Excavation
Top Soil and Sod

FREE ESTIMATES

Rick Peplinski        613-858-8437        613-222-8437
rick.chris@bell.net        everlastinglandscaping.ca

LANDSCAPING

Commercial or Residential
thewaterdoctor.ca • 613-880-0587

WE’RE THERE FOR YOU WHEN YOUR WATER BREAKS
� Plumbing
� Water Treatment
� Softeners
� U.V. Sterilizers
� Water Pumps
� Wells & Extensions

WATER

YOUR LOCAL SERVICE COMPANIES ARE
FOUND HERE IN YOUR COMMUNITY VOICE
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• Landscaping by a Professional Team
• Award Winning Company

40
YEARS

Matheson Landscaping Services LTD.
613-839-2730

mathesonlandscaping@rogers.com

•SHRUBS & TREES
       •SHAPING
             •PRUNING

WEEKLY SUNDAY BINGO NOW ON! 
STARTS AT 12:45PM

WIN UP TO $1300 - LIMITED TO 50 PEOPLE

1pm - Kanata Legion - 70 Hines Rd
For more info Call Clay: 613-301-2651

COVID 19 SAFETY PROTOCOLS IN PLACE

To all my former 
patients, it was a 
pleasure being your 
dentist for all these 
years. Do not hesitate 
to contact me at:
gcleclercq@sympatico.ca

Geneviève Leclercq,
B.Sc., D.D.S.

PHOTOGRAPHER
Old Photo repairs/Ryan Studio
FAIRY Portraits ON SALE
40 Years Experience
613-599-5363
jeffryan@storm.ca
www.jeffryan-photography.com

Insurance and financial 
services tailored to you
Auto · Home · Life · Retirement

Jameel Lalji, Agent   
weinsureottawa.ca  |  6138367772 

 

Indigenous experience on Kanata’s doorstep
BY NEVIL HUNT

Share the Land. It’s the translation 
of Madahoki, an Algonquin word.

Where once was the Lone Star 
Ranch on West Hunt Club Road, 
there now stands a teepee, animals, 
and fields perfect for exploring. 

Madahoki Farm began operating 
last October, offering a chance to 
share an educational experience on 
66 hectares of land in the Greenbelt. 
The not-for-profit Indigenous orga-
nization signed a 25-year lease with 
the National Capital Commission, 
and they have big plans for the future.

A visit to the site is great for families 
– free admission is a bonus. During 
major events, there will be a charge 
for food, workshops and items sold 
by vendors.

There will be four major celebra-
tions each year – one at each of the 
four solstices.

“We’ve seen growth with local fami-
lies and Canadians who want to come 
out and learn about Indigenous 
people,” said Trina Mather-Simard, 
Madahoki’s executive and artistic di-
rector. “We want to make the farm as 
accessible as possible.

“Our priority is to develop the 
land more for social enterprises, 
like small businesses and youth 
opportunities.”

There are plans for quail aviaries, 
a two-hectare plot of sunflowers 
and nearby apiaries so the bees can 
feast on the sunflowers and produce 
honey. Berries will be grown to pro-
duce jams, “and each year we’ll try 
to add more,” said Mather-Simard, 
adding that as soon as next year they 
hope to display fields of bison and 
elk.

Longer-term plans could see a 
large pond stocked with catch-and-
release trout and an area where wild 
rice will be grown.

POWWOW THIS JUNE

The summer solstice celebration 
will run from June 21 to 26, highlight-
ed by a powwow on June 25 and 26.

Virtual education days and a se-
ries of virtual workshops will run 
between June 1 and 21. Onsite there 
will be evening programming on 
June 21, and education days from 
June 22 to 24.  

Entrance will be free but you will 
need to register to get a ticket to enter 

the grounds. Those tickets should 
soon be available online.

People will also be able to sign up 
online for workshops during the 
summer solstice celebration.

A month-long culinary event will 
deliver a frozen chef-prepared meal 
that can be heated up at home. It will 
include an online video of the chef 
cooking the dish and sharing their 
connection to traditional foods. Live 
virtual events will provide an oppor-
tunity to chat with the chef and ask 
questions.

Mather-Simard said the solstices 
are important to the Indigenous 
community.

“We share stories about the change 
of the seasons and why it’s impor-
tant to life,” she said, adding that 
Madahoki hopes to host some Inuit 
visitors during the winter solstice cel-
ebrations, which take place around 
Dec. 21.

The farm site has a large hall that 
can be used for dining, vendors, 
and events like beading and art 
workshops.

Madahoki offers space for rent to 
public groups, and has an outdoor 
area for wedding ceremonies.

In the months since the farm 
opened, youth and women’s groups 
have carried out full moon ceremo-
nies, hosted sacred fire and have had 
elders come out to speak.

There’s a teepee standing about six 
metres tall, where lessons have been 
shared about scraping down and tan-
ning animal hides.

Visitors can get up close to rab-
bits, goats, sheep and some friendly 
barn cats if they visit today, but the 
highlight for many will be seeing the 
Ojibwe Spirit Horses.

“They almost went extinct,” 
Mather-Simard said. “In the 1970s 
there were only four left.”

She said the breed spent thou-
sands of years running wild, but they 
were considered a nuisance when 
they started eating farm crops. The 
breed is currently listed as critically 
endangered.

The last four Ojibwe Spirit 
Horses were taken from Ontario to 
Minnesota, where they were bred 
with a mustang. Madahoki bought 
four geldings from that bloodline, 
and they now live at the farm. 

“Their story is like our story – their 
connection to the land and their re-
silience,” Mather-Simard said.

Between the solstice celebrations, 
visitors can walk the Reconciliation 
Trail on the farm property, bring a 
picnic and enjoy a small kids play 
area. Groups can arrange visits with 
horse drawn wagon rides, art work-
shops and educational experiences.

Starting May 1, Madahoki Farm will 
be open from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. every 
day at 4420 West Hunt Club Rd., be-
tween Moodie Drive and Cedarview 
Road. One tip for visiting any farm 
– wear boots.

For more information or to register 
for workshops or meals, visit indige-
nous-experiences.ca.

nhunt@ottawavoice.ca

Nevil Hunt photo
Mukwa (Bear) is an Ojibwe Spirit Horse, a distinct breed that almost went extinct 
in the 1970s. Trina Mather-Simard, Madahoki Farm’s executive and artistic director, 
purchased four of the horses and they now live at the farm.



Community Voice - April 28, 2022      15

We Have Your
Target Market
COVERED
Reach over 63,275
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Kanata North, Kanata South & Stittsville/Richmond
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CommunityVoiceYour
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News

Are you retired or are you Looking for a part time job without having to work evenings or 
weekends? Your Community Voice is looking for a part time commissioned sales person.

We offer an established protected territory and a comprehensive health plan. Ideal candidate 
should be comfortable meeting members of our community and local merchants and have 
their own car.

Please call 613-458-6423 or email sales@ottawavoice.ca
CommunityVoiceYour

Your Community Newspaper

Photo provided
The West Ottawa Ringette Association U14AA team proudly represented Ontario as one of two teams at the Eastern 
Canadian Ringette Championship on Easter weekend in Halifax. The team made it to the bronze medal match and earned a 
fourth place finish.

Walk for world peace on May 7

COMMUNITY VOICE STAFF

St.  John's Anglican 
Church is inviting the 
public to walk its labyrinth 
for  world peace on 
Saturday, May 7 at 1 p.m.

The church’s 11-circuit 
outdoor paved labyrinth 
is unique in Kanata. The 
church members are keen 
to have people walk for 
peace, with an emphasis 
on Ukraine. Thousands of 
people are expected to take 
part worldwide in the 14th 
annual World Labyrinth 
Day.

Because the labyrinth 
is outdoors, there are no 
COVID restrictions. All 
are welcome including 

a c c o m p a n i e d  a n d 
supervised children.

St.  John's Anglican 
Church is located at 
325 Sandhill Rd. There 

is more information 
about the labyrinth at 
parishofmarch.ca under 
the link “St. John’s.”

editorial@ottawavoice.ca

Date marks 14th 
annual World 
Labyrinth Day 

Photo provided
Members of St. John's Anglican Church invite people to 
walk for peace, with a special emphasis on Ukraine, on on 
Saturday, May 7 at 1 p.m.

YOURYOUR
VOICEVOICE

for community newsfor community news
and information thatand information that
affects YOU!affects YOU!
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CALL 613-903-6949 FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO SCHEDULE A TOUR

IF YOU’VE BEEN CONSIDERING RETIREMENT 
RESIDENCE LIVING, NOW IS THE TIME TO MAKE 

YOUR MOVE TO HAZELDEAN GARDENS.

• We’re 80% full, but there’s still an excellent selection of suites available.
• Relax and enjoy a healthy lifestyle without the day-to-day 

responsibilities of managing your own home.
• Have peace of mind knowing that registered nursing staff are always 

available to respond if needed.
• Enjoy appetizing and nutritious meals freshly prepared in our kitchen
• Participate in a wide variety of stimulating physical and recreational 

programs
• No more COVID-required isolation.  Get back to enjoying life in a 

vibrant, friendly community. 

As we like to say:

YOU’RE NEVER TOO OLD TO HAVE FUN!.

SCHEDULE A TOURSCHEDULE A TOUR

The Ottawa area’s premier
retirement residence located nearby

in the heart of Stittsville

R

•
•

•

HAZELDEAN GARDENS RETIREMENT RESIDENCE
6130 Hazeldean Road, Stittsville K2S 2M2         www.hazeldeangardens.ca

MOVE IN THIS SPRING MOVE IN THIS SPRING  
AND RECEIVE AAND RECEIVE A

$$10,00010,000 RELOCATION ALLOWANCERELOCATION ALLOWANCE

Drum Fit to the beat of the musicDrum Fit to the beat of the music

Appetizing meals well presentedAppetizing meals well presented

We’re pet friendlyWe’re pet friendly

Enjoying our weekly Happy HourEnjoying our weekly Happy Hour


