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Province adds to urban boundary
654 more hectares opened to development; city unable to appeal
BY BLAIR EDWARDS

Nevil Hunt photo

Kaira Pathak, 2, adds her poppy to the Kanata Cenotaph on Remembrance
Day with a hand from her mother, Sub-Lt. Twishna Patel. The sunny and warm
day drew as many as 1,000 people to the Colchester Square ceremony.

The provincial government
approved the City of Ottawa’s
Official Plan on Nov. 4, with
some big changes and a push
for almost double the city’s
housing goal over the next
decade.
Those 30 changes include
expanding the city’s urban
boundary by 654 hectares,
increasing building height
limits on major roads such as
Hazeldean Road and watering
down the city’s policies promoting transit service.
One of the biggest changes to
the Official Plan was expanding
the urban boundary with 175
hectares in Kanata North along
with other parcels in Stittsville,
Riverside South, Leitrim and
Orleans – 654 new hectares in
all. City staff estimate the new
land could support between
10,000 and 12,000 homes.
The land added in Kanata
North is bounded by Old
Second Line on the west and

is encompassed by the curve in
March Road near where March
meets Dunrobin Road. None of
the existing roads in the area
are wider than two lanes.
POST-ELECTION

The city’s Official Plan provides a policy framework to
guide growth and development over the next quarter of
a century, until 2046. It was approved by council last year and
sent to the province for final assent – approval that came with
major changes and was curiously delayed until immediately after the Oct. 24 municipal
election,
The province’s decision is
final and there is no avenue
for an appeal.
City council passed its official plan last year with a target
of building between 70,000 to
80,000 homes over the next 10
years – in hindsight, that number should have been closer to
100,000, said Stittsville Coun.
Glen Gower.

The province has since doubled that target.
“I just don’t know where
they’re coming up with this
goal of 150,000 homes,” said
Gower, who currently chairs
the city’s planning committee.
“Nobody seems to know the
basis for this number. It doesn’t
match Ontario Ministry of
Finance projections. It doesn’t
seem to align with any other
demographic projections that
we’ve seen.
“It just doesn’t seem to make
a lot of sense.”
The changes to Ottawa’s
Official Plan are the latest in a
flurry of announcements and
legislation aimed at pushing
Ontario’s cities to build 1.5 million homes over the next decade to address the province’s
housing crisis.
The Ministry of Housing and
Municipal Affairs said the
changes to the city’s Official
Plan were made to address the
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The best
education,
EN FRANÇAIS!
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Holy Trinity defensive back Massimo Petoselli, right, can’t quite get a grip on a bouncing ball
sent flying by an Ashbury receiver during a Nov. 7 playoff game in Kanata. Ashbury won the
game 19-16 to eliminate Holy Trinity from the high school football playoffs.

ecolecatholique.ca/accompagnement

JOIN US FOR A

WINTER STAY
Relax and enjoy the winter months in a comfortable suite in a
vibrant community. Avoid the winter blues, and daily hassles of the
cold weather - Stay with us! and feel healthy, happy and connected.
* No long-term commitment required.

• Join in Activities, events and day tours!
• Nutritious and delicious meal plans
• 24-hour professional nursing care

Book your
tour today!

Tia at Timberwalk

Karen at Bridlewood Trails

613-903-6136

613-595-1116

riverstoneretirement.ca
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Radio host welcomes all ears to music of Bollywood
Bridlewood’s
Baljit Nagpal
on the air 90
minutes every
Tuesday
BY NEVIL HUNT

Over more than four decades, Baljit Nagpal has
hosted a weekly radio show
in Ottawa, starting back
when vinyl records ruled
the day, moving through
tapes and CDs to today –
when a world of music is
just a click away.
“Every week is a new
week for me,” said Nagpal,
who can be heard live
on Carleton University’s
CKCU radio – 93.1 FM –
every week or anytime on
the station’s website.
The weekly program,
called Aap Ki Farmaish, is
broadcast each Tuesday
from 7 to 8:30 p.m. The
show’s name means “your
request,” as producer and
host Nagpal makes sure
to include his listeners’
choices among the songs.
The program features
Bollywood and local artists
and music from Bollywood
films related to the week’s
theme. Nagpal conducts
interviews and shares
community announcements to keep the community informed. He said the
majority is in English with
some Hindi for those still
learning English.
The city’s growing South
Asian community may
make up the majority of
his audience each week,
but anyone can enjoy
Bollywood music and
movies. Sometimes people
simply stumble across the
show and like what they
hear. Nagpal said he’s had
people call and ask “Where
did you get this music?”

He hopes that anyone
curious about Bollywood
music or local news and
information will listen in.
MOVIES TO RADIO

Nagpal came to Canada
in 1967 from India and
he said he was very active
while studying at UOttawa,
where he earned his computer science degree. As
Indian Student Association
president, he once hosted
and met former Indian
prime minister Indira
Gandhi when she visited
Ottawa.
Nagpal managed to
screen Bollywood films
in Ottawa, drawing many
people who were familiar
with the Indian musical
style along with first-time
fans.
THEATRES AND MUSEUMS

“I rented the Mayfair
Theatre on Bank Street,
museums, anywhere I
could,” he said of the early
days.
At CKCU – which is a
not-for-profit radio station – he helped another
host produce a program
but realized many people
would like more Bollywood

“I have people
listening in India,
B.C., California.”
Radio host Baljit Nagpal

music. He asked the station
manager for a 30-minute
show each week, and that
soon turned into 90 minutes – a sure sign of the
popularity of Bollywood
tunes. Today he co-hosts
his show with Anupama
Potdar.
For more than 40 years,

Photo provided

Baljit Nagpal inside the CKCU radio studio at Carleton University, from where he has shared
Bollywood music and local community news during thousands of broadcasts. During Covid,
Nagpal switched to production in his Bridlewood home.

he drove to the Carleton
University studio each
Tuesday evening to broadcast live but with Covid he
began producing his shows
in advance from his home
studio in Bridlewood.
His seeming permanence
in the Indo-Canadian
community has brought
him thanks from many
organizations. He has
received two Ontario
Volunteer Service Awards,
and the Punjabi Heritage
Foundation of Canada
gave him an award to
mark 30 years of service to
the community. The Indo
Canada Ottawa Business
Chamber also presented
him with an Excellence
Award in 2014.
Chatting on a Wednesday
afternoon, he’s no longer
thinking about the previous night’s show, but is
already looking ahead six
days to the next 90 minutes, and what music he
may play or who he will
interview.

“I want to make more
people aware and raise
funds for the station or
other charities,” he said.
This year’s CKCU funding
drive runs in October and
November, when listeners
are asked to donate what
they can to keep the station
and its many programs on
the air. The station doesn’t
run advertisements, although shows such as Aap
Ki Farmaish have regular
sponsors who get an on-air

mention.
Nagpal knows that people

count on the program, be
they in Ottawa or on the
internet.
“I have people listening
in India, B.C., California,”
he said.
Being a household name
for thousands of Ottawa
residents isn’t so important to Baljit as connecting
more people together, be it
with music, news or faceto-face events. He hopes
to soon branch out to host
concerts, and he has established a not-for-profit organization called Farmaish
Media Communications
Inc. to help fund those
types of events.
“I want to increase awareness and I want to bring the
community together,” he
said.
You can hear Aap Ki
Farmaish on Tuesdays at 7
p.m. at 93.1 FM or listen to
past shows on the internet
at www.ckcufm.com under
the link for “Programs.”
nhunt@ottawavoice.ca

Part-time Administration Support person in Kanata

Fridays 10am to 5pm

Reading and documenting mail, reviewing documents prior
to sending out, researching and gathering information on
the computer, work in collaboration with me in developing
various projects.
Requirements: Be comfortable using and navigating a
computer. Good communication skills with a strong ability
to read and speak English. Must have driver’s license and a
recent police check.
Call 613.592.9433

AdamMillerKelly

Professional Corporation

Lawyers

For over 30 years, our firm
continues to serve the
Kanata-Stittsville community
and surrounding regions
with quality client-focused
legal services.
Jennifer Gaspar

Robert Pacan

Real Estate | Mortgages | Wills & Estates
Gateway Business Park | 300 March Rd., Suite 601, Kanata, ON K2K 2E2
Phone: 613-592-6290 | amk-law.ca
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Teen serves as page at Queen’s Park Hit the trails on

cross-country skis
(or snowshoes)

Two-week stint
includes day with
16 ejections
BY NEVIL HUNT

BY NEVIL HUNT

A Kanata teen recently
had a chance to work as a
page at Queen’s Park, and
was in the legislature on
a remarkable day – as 16
NDP members were ejected on Nov. 2.
“The Sergeant-at-Arms
removed them,” said
Conner Kam, who had
been out of the legislature briefly and returned
to the scene. “I came back
and (interim NDP Leader)
Peter Tabuns was being escorted out,”
The 16 MPPs were removed for refusing to
withdraw their statements
accusing Premier Doug
Ford of lying about education legislation.
Despite the fireworks,
Conner said he was surprised to see that the MPPs
at Queen’s Park are civil
with each other despite
what we may see on TV.
“When the cameras go
off they’re chatting like
friends,” he said. “They
were all pretty nice to
me. I got to meet Premier
Ford and I got fist bumps
from him and many other
MPPs.”
Conner, 13, lives in
Katimavik and applied
online to become a page;
a process that required him
to write an essay about his
accomplishments. Little
more than 100 Grade 8 students from across Ontario

Photo provided

At the age of 13, Conner Kam has already served at Queen’s Park – as a page. He applied
online to become a page and was selected from hundreds of Grade 8 students from across the
province to work in the legislature for two weeks.

are selected each year and
Conner said he was happy
to be chosen.
“I’ve only been away from
home for three or four days
at the most before so it was
exciting and I was nervous,” he said.
He attended a thorough
indoctrination, including
a walk through the empty
chamber, and was fitted for
his page’s suit. Conner then
spent two weeks in Toronto
serving as a page, staying
with a relative and a friend
one week each while learning to get around Toronto
by transit.
Conner attends Westboro
Academy and the school
set him up with homework
during his absence so he
didn’t fall behind.

“It was great because it allowed me to see how parliament works,” he said of
his time as a page.
He said pages must be
alert if an MPP needs water,
and if they are assigned to
be on the Speaker’s dias,
they attentively stand and
sit along with the Speaker.
“Sometimes you’re asked
to pass on a message to another MPP or deliver documents around Queen’s
Park,” Conner said.
When key documents
are presented in the legislature, such as when an
MPP presents a bill or motion, Conner said a page
stands nearby and then
delivers the papers to the
Speaker and the clerk’s
table. On one day he served

as page captain, walking
into the legislature with the
Speaker to open the day’s
proceedings.
Conner has shown an interest in politics, helping
current Kanata-Carleton
MPP Merrilee Fullerton
canvass during the most
recent provincial election,
and he also got to meet her
at Queen’s Park.
At just 13 years of age, it’s
five years before Conner
could return to Queen’s
Park as an MPP, although
he’s not sure if politics is
in his future. Asked what
career might interest him,
he said he’s still trying to
decide.
“I’m going to wait and
see,” he said.
nhunt@ottawavoice.ca
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While Covid cancelled
lots of activities, the
Kanata Nordic Ski Club
saw membership numbers jump – and there’s
plenty of room for more.
Based at Wesley Clover
Parks on Corkstown
Road, the club offers a
learn-to-ski program
and equipment rentals
on weekends.
“We have children from
age four to people in
their mid-80s,” said Nigel
Wallis, the club’s volunteer president.
Wallis said club members are waiting for the
first 10 centimetres of
snow cover to hit the trails.
“It’s something you can
do as a family. There’s lots
of wildlife out there on the
trails.”
The club has leased land
for skiing from Wesley
Clover Parks at the old
Corkstown campground
site and the adjacent
equestrian park, on the
east side of the old rail
lines. To ski there, users
must be club members
or buy a day pass.
The trails are groomed
solely for nordic skiing,
both skate and classic
technique. The club offers
a junior racing team and
events like fun time trials
and races throughout the
winter for those who feel

competitive. Some members have competed in
nationals, including last
year in Whistler, B.C.
Further east of Wesley
Clover, 21 kilometres of
public NCC and City of
Ottawa pathways are
groomed by the club for
winter use: skiing, fat
biking, snowshoeing and
walking. That route includes the Watts Creek
Path bike trail from March
Road to Andrew Haydon
Park where it meets up
with the Britannia Winter
Trail. It also grooms the
TransCanada Trail from
Robertson Road in the
south to Riverdown Road
beside the Ottawa River in
the north.
The nordic club has
hosted school groups,
women’s groups and often
sees new Canadians try
the sport as a whole family, with an instructor to
get started.
“It’s really a sport for life,”
Wallis said. “It’s fantastic
cardio.”
Membership also comes
with a post-ski benefit.
“You can come out and
enjoy the trails, and then
there’s a cabin at campground with a wood fire
and hot chocolate,” Wallis
said. You can learn more
or buy a membership or
day pass at www.kanata
nordic.ca
nhunt@ottawavoice.ca
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Chartwell Stillwater Creek offers
both independent living and assisted
living lifestyles, with services
personalized to the individual. This
empowers seniors to comfortably
age in place without the need for
multiple moves due to the ability
to add care services as needs
evolve over time.
“They have done an exceptional job
of making my parents and the family
welcome and have provided superb
care and comfort,” says Brian. “They
have provided all levels of care from
independent living for Mom
to assisted [living] for Dad. It is
so nice to be greeted by name by all
the staff.”

There’s never been a better time to
explore senior living options—here’s why
When Bev decided to book a temporary stay at Chartwell Stillwater Creek
Retirement Community following an
operation, she wasn’t quite sure what
to expect: “I was there for a month.

“

ment that provides more freedom
from the responsibilities of home
ownership have begun to consider
their options again.

They have done an exceptional job of making
my parents and the family welcome and
have provided superb care and comfort.

They took excellent care when I
needed help and always told me not
to hesitate to ask for anything. My
room was kept clean every day by
the friendly staff. The meals were
very good and made of quality ingredients,” she shares. “I have a second
operation in about 4 months, and
I plan to come back here to recuperate again!”
As society gradually shifts back to
pre-pandemic norms, older adults
who have delayed a decision to
downsize or seek a living arrange-

”

There is no denying that for many,
the prospect of less time and
energy spent on home and property
maintenance and more opportunities
to socialize, pursue interests, or
try something new have endured, if
not increased because of the past
two years.
A key benefit of life in a retirement
residence is having consistent
access to staff who are devoted to
helping seniors live worry-free, as
well as optional care support. “A
very dedicated staff, exceptional

attention to resident quality of life,”
tells John. “We have seen a passion
for making the residents comfortable, safe and feeling like family.”
“Both of my parents lived at Stillwater
for many years. They mentioned
many times how much they loved the
staff and how well they were taken
care of,” agrees Gord.
Chartwell Stillwater Creek is a
continuum of care retirement
community in Nepean known for
its gorgeous park setting, variety
of personalized services and
long-standing staff. In the heart
of Bells Corners in Ottawa’s
west end, the retirement
residence is within walking
distance of many nearby
services and amenities,
making it easy to meet
up with friend and
family for a meal or
run errands.

Explore the lifestyle at Chartwell Stillwater Creek today
by calling 613-366-6173 or visiting Chartwell.com

Fellow adult child Kelly agrees: “On
behalf of my parents and my family,
I wish to thank Stillwater Creek for
taking such good care of my Mom
and Dad, who have been in your
home for the past 5 years. Everything
is first rate, from the accommodation to the service.”
In addition to conveniences like delicious dining, weekly housekeeping,
and optional care, residents have
access to on-site amenities and
recreational experiences like classic
movies, Happy Hours, exercise
classes, game tournaments and
educational opportunities.
“My grandparents were residents of
this home, and we were more than
happy with the entire experience,”
Matthew concludes. “The staff and
care they received was exceptional.
I would recommend this
home to anyone!”
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NAC’s annual Nutcracker
connects generations
Kanata dancer fit to be an angel
BY NEVIL HUNT

UPCOMING
ISSUES
We publish every 2nd week and mail
to every home, apartment & business

Publication Date

Submission deadline

December 8 ......... December 1
December 22 ....... December 15
January 12 .......... January 5

THE NEW
YEAR IS
COMING!

Visit us at www.ottawavoice.ca
613-45-VOICE (613-458-6423)

The Nutcracker is a
C h r i s t m a s t ra d i t i o n
for many families in
Ottawa and this year’s
performances at the
National Arts Centre will
be extra special for one
great-grandmother.
Isabel Burrows, 90,
has been attending The
Nutcracker at the NAC for
many years – first with her
children, then their children, followed by the next
generation.
A few years ago, she
took her great-grandchild Ayah Burrows to
see the Christmas ballet.
The Nutcracker certainly
grabbed Ayah’s attention.
“I said to myself, ‘One day
I’ll be on that stage,’” Ayah
said of that first show.
And that will come true
a week from now as Ayah
– now age 12 – performs
at the NAC as one of The
Nutcracker’s 12 angels,
with her great-grandmother in the audience.
“This time we get to
bring (Isabel) to the show
to watch Ayah on opening
night,” said Ayah’s mother,
Nelly Elayoubi.
Ayah started in ballet at
age three at the Ottawa
School of Dance and after
the family moved to Kanata
Lakes she switched to NXT
Generation Dance in the
Kanata South Business
Park. In addition to ballet,
she dances hip-hop, jazz,
contemporary and lyrical

AYAH BURROWS
– the latter she describes
as “flowy, emotional and
sharp.”
Chatting inside one of the
NXT studios, Ayah can’t resist bouncing on her toes
or practising a pirouette
while talking about her
successful audition for the
NAC stage. Dancers from
across Ottawa, Gatineau
and the surrounding area

“I said to myself,
‘One day I’ll be on
that stage.’”
Ayah Burrows
are keen to be part of the
annual Nutcracker performances and Ayah was one
of about 100 hopefuls seeking a role as an angel in this
year’s production by Les
Grands Ballets Canadiens.
At the audition, Ayah said
they pick out people on the

REACH PEOPLE
CLOSE TO HOME

spot.
“At first I doubted myself
but I was really excited
when they offered me the
part,” she said.
The role means she’ll be
on the biggest stage of her
life, in front of her largest
audience.
Ayah said the angels will
appear for about 10 minutes during each performance. In their large
dresses, she said the angels will move in a series
of short steps so they appear to be gliding across
the stage.
“It’s one of the easiest
movements but also one
of the hardest,” she said,
adding the dancers must
maintain their concentration. “One mistake is so
noticeable. If one person
is off, the piece is ruined.”
Along with plenty of rehearsal time, Ayah said
she’ll work on the mental
aspect too: “I have to train
myself not to be scared or
appear petrified on stage.”
Another potential challenge for the performers
is the live musical accompaniment by the NAC
Orchestra.
“We need for everything
to go right for our timing,”
she said of the music.
Ayah will be on stage for
the six performances of
The Nutcracker between
Dec. 1 and 4, including two
weekend matinees. Ticket
information can be found
at nac-cna.ca
nhunt@ottawavoice.ca
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BLACK FRIDAY
255 Kanata Ave, Kanata, K2T 1K5
613.521.4818 | www.graceinthekitchen.ca

ZWILLING 4-Stage Knife
Sharpener
Originally
$100.00

$34.99

Cheese
Advent
Calendars
Back again this Christmas
season is our delicious
Cheese Advent Calendar!
Filled with 24 cheeses, this
is such a fun way to
countdown to Christmas
day and the perfect
December treat for any
cheese lover. These guys
always sell out fast, so
grab one while you can!

$45.00

SALE

ZWILLING Gourmet 8"
Chef Knife
Originally $150.00

$79.99

ZWILLING
3-Piece
Cutting
Board Set
Originally
$75.00

$29.99
BALLARINI Bologna 2-Piece
9.5" & 11" Frying Pan Set
Originally $230.00

$89.99
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Kanata teen travels to Romania for chess tournament
BY NEVIL HUNT

Ankita Jain sees the world
in black and white – 32
black squares and 32 white,
with 16 white pieces and 16
black – combined to form
the chess set in front of her.
It’s called the sport of
kings but 15-year-old
Ankita is just as comfortable as any royal when she

picks up a piece.
She began playing her father when she was eight,
improving game by game.
“Kids can start at any age,”
she said. “I started at eight
and that’s really late. At four
or five – as soon as they can
learn how the pieces move
– kids can learn chess.
“Eventually I beat my dad
and started tournaments

WE ARE HIRING

SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS AND MECHANICS
At First Student, our School Bus Drivers and Mechanics
are an integral part of the communities they serve.
We are your friends, family, and neighbours!

WE ARE PROUD TO OFFER:

PAID Training, flexible hours, no evenings and weekends!
workatfirst.com

613-721-5500

1470 Star Top Rd, Gloucester, ON K1B 4V7
We are an equal opportunity employer that values a diverse workforce.

two days later.”
She has now represented
Canada in a number of national and international
competitions and has won
over 60 trophies and medals, many of which fill a
display case in the family’s
living room in Briarbrook.
July was nationals in
Hamilton, where she
scored 6.5 out of 11; a very
promising score for a relative unknown.
“My opponents didn’t
have my games so they
couldn’t study me and my
openings,” Ankita said, referring to game replays that
players review so they may
know what to expect from
an opponent.
A n k i t a re p re s e n t e d
Canada in World Youth
Chess Championship in
Romania in September,
taking a seat alongside
players from 70 nations.
Her next goal is earning a
title. Many people may be
familiar with the title of
grandmaster but Ankita
is aiming for the first,
lower levels of course.
She also hopes to get a
coach, although that option is expensive without
sponsorship.
She attends Merivale
High School’s international baccalaureate program

Nevil Hunt photo

If you find yourself in this position – sitting across a chess
board from Ankita Jain – prepare to be thrashed. The Kanata
teen has played in national and international tournaments
with growing success.

in Grade 10 and said a few
friends at Merivale play
chess. While chess is a
spatial game, Ankita said
she doesn’t think she’s
good at math, although
she thinks math concepts
have helped her chess play.

Her mom tests her with
blind chess: with her eyes
closed, Ankita visualizes
a chess board and keeps
track of every piece as the
game progresses.
Ankita said she’s noticed that chess is still a

male-dominated game.
“I think girls maybe don’t
have the patience or don’t
like the competitive aspect,” she said.
Chess is also relegated to
second class status among
sports in Canada, meaning fewer people play the
game here than in some
other countries. That in
turn means players have to
pay their own way to every
tournament – a costly decision when they may be
held around the world.
“For funding (by the government), it would be good
if chess was recognized,”
Ankita said. “Canada just
considers it a board game,
not a sport. Sponsorships
would be good, like they
have India.
“Here the nationals are
held in a college gym, not
like in Europe, Russia or
India.”
Her mother, Anuraga,
said “it’s important to introduce chess in schools,”
adding that it can help children learn to concentrate.
Last summer, Ankita
started Kanata Chess
Academy, and taught
about 35 students – “mostly boys.” The website can
be found at kanatachessacademy.org
nhunt@ottawavoice.ca

The Kanata Minor Hockey
Association U10A team
celebrates their second
tournament victory of the
year in Ajax, Ont., on Nov 6.
The team went undefeated
in round robin play, beating
Ontario teams from Aurora,
Kent, Oshawa and Copper
Cliffs. They went on to the
championship final versus
local rival Ottawa Valley
Silver Seven. Kanata won
3-1 in a tight game to clinch
the gold.

Photo provided
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Adopt a family this Christmas

Food cupboard will help you make a local family connection
BY NEVIL HUNT

You can make sure a local
family in need receives a

Christmas hamper with
food and some small gifts
next month. The Kanata
Food Cupboard will

anonymously match companies, families and individuals with a family that
needs a helping hand.

“Last Christmas 641
Kanata families came to the
Kanata Food Cupboard,”
said Kaitlyn Lalonde, the
cupboard’s client and community outreach coordinator. “This year we anticipate
700 families.”
The food cupboard has

Community Voice - November 24, 2022
three ways to connect donors with recipients over
Christmas, and they can
all be completed online.
The most popular sees the
donor or donors shop for
items to fill a Christmas
hamper for a specific
family.

The donors are provided
a wish list for any children
and information about any
food allergies or dietary
restrictions.
Lalonde said the one-onone hamper program
PLEASE SEE HAMPERS, PAGE 10

COMMUNITY BUSINESS DIRECTORY - 613-458-6423
ELECTRICIAN

Centennial Electric

HANDY MAN

HANDY MAN

Residential Generators
Electric Car Chargers
New Construction & Renovations

One Call Gets the Things
You Want Done...DONE!

ECRA & ESA Certified License # 7004993

Fully Insured. Independently Owned and Operated in Ottawa since 1998. *Electrical work performed by ECRA contractors.

JM

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Dwell Tectonics Ltd.

• Renovations • Restorations • Bathrooms
• Kitchens • In-Law Suites • Basements
• Water Damage Repair
Richard Balon

rpbalon@gmail.com•613-220-1594

References available•Insured•Serving Ottawa for Over 30 Years

JUNK REMOVAL

CUSTOM CARPENTRY

Finished Basements
20 Years’ experience • Fully Insured
References Available

Jeffrey Martin

CHEAP RATES • NO-NONSENSE
ALWAYS AVAILABLE

(613) 796-7859 CELL

www.jmcustomcarpentry.ca

PLANTING • PRUNING • REMOVAL • FIREWOOD

613-229-4024

HUNT’S
PAINTING

INTERIOR

• FREE Estimates
• Drywall & minor repairs

Small Renos • Trim Install • Handyman • Spray painting • Small Repairs

Residential • Fully Insured

Mike Collins
613-831-2033 | 613-863-6397
w w w. c o l l i ns a n d s o ns p a i n t i n g . c o m

WATER
WE’RE THERE FOR YOU WHEN YOUR WATER BREAKS
 Plumbing
 Water Treatment
 Softeners
 U.V. Sterilizers
 Water Pumps
 Wells & Extensions

Commercial or Residential
thewaterdoctor.ca • 613-880-0587

• Drywall
• Taping
• Stippled Ceiling Repairs
• Painting

• Custom Basements
• Decks
• Repairs of all kindss
• New Additions and
d Garages

Fixing Kanata walls for 25 years
ears
Call Chris (613) 724-7376
6
chris9charlebois@hotmail.com

Ray’s Tree Removal Service
• Trimming
• Stump Removal

25

%

Senior
Discount

Fully Same Day / Emergency Service
Insured 613-850-4444
PAINTING

PAINTING

PAINTING

KANATA DRYWALL
L
& RENOVATIONS
S

TREE SERVICES

TMK TREE

613-899-7269

www.theoddjobman.ca•613-220-5488•info@theoddjobman.ca

HOME IMPROVEMENT

TREE SERVICES
• Junk & Clutter Removal
• Estate & Moving Cleanouts
• Fences & Decks Torn Down
• Construction & Reno Debris
• Lawn & Garden Waste, Trees Cut
• Small Shed & Building Demolition

Drywall & repairs•Tile & ﬂoor•Deck & fence
Carpentry work•Kitchen & bath•Painting
Plumbing & electrical• Garden & design

Carpentry • Electrical* • Plumbing
Kitchen & Bath Remodels
• Painting • General Repairs

ECRA & ESA Certified License # 7004993

HOME IMPROVEMENT

THERE IS NO JOB TOO SMALL FOR US!

Ottawa.handymanconnection.com

ECRA & ESA Certified License # 7004993

ECRA
& ESA
License # 7004993
Call For
ACertified
Free Estimate
NOW!

The Odd Job Man

613-723-5021

Scott Hunt • 613-612-9727
hunts-painting@rogers.com

BRINGING HOMES TO LIFE
GRAPHIC DESIGN

Make your walls come alive

FINISHING TOUCHES
PAINTING, WALLPAPERING,
MOULDING INSTALLATIONS

Tel: 613-599-9463 Email: m.staples@rogers.com
Cell: 613-291-5938 www.ﬁnishingtouchespainting.ca

PHOTOGRAPHER

YOUR LOCAL SERVICENOW
COMPANIES
ON SALE! ARE
FOUND HERE IN YOUR COMMUNITY VOICE
Web Design • Graphic Design

PAUL SWINWOOD
DESIGN
paulswinwooddesign.com

FAIRY PORTRAITS

9

OLD PHOTO RESTORATIONS
+
MANY ADDITIONAL SERVICES

40 Years Experience

RYAN STUDIO

613-599-5363 | jeffryan@storm.ca
www.jeffryan-photography.com
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HAMPERS FROM PAGE 9

family members under
the age of 18.
Lastly, the food cupboard
offers a virtual adoption – the cupboard uses
a donation to purchase
gift cards for items such
as a Christmas dinner,
Christmas goodies and
treats, toiletry items, and/
or presents for any family
members under the age
of 18.
Lalonde said the food
cupboard asks people to
adopt by Monday, Dec.
12, so that the delivery of
hampers can be carried
out between Dec. 15 and
19.
For information, visit
www.kanatafoodcupboard.ca/adoptafamily
or call 613-355-9834.

“provides people with a
tangible connection that
is really part of Christmas
for many people. Being
matched has a more personal feel because someone has selected food and
gifts for you.”
If donors prefer, they can
donate gift cards to a specific family and allow them
to do their own shopping
for the holidays. Donors
receive a match family and
its information, including
wish lists for all children
aged 17 and younger.
The family will then use
the gift cards provided to
shop for a Christmas dinner, Christmas goodies
and treats, toiletry items,
and/or presents for any

nhunt@ottawavoice.ca

Church of God International Canada

Please come and join us
in worship and fellowship

Weekly Sabbath Services (Saturday) at 1:00 p.m.

PLEASE JOIN US FOR ENRICHING
MESSAGES AND DISCUSSIONS.
Please call or email for location 613-416-1533
or info@cgiottawa.ca

www.cgiottawa.ca

cogcanada

We Have Your

Target Market

COVERED

Reach over 64,000
homes, apartments & businesses with the

Kanata North, Kanata South & Stittsville/Richmond
Your Community Voice newspapers

MIKE STOODLEY
Your local Advertising Consultant

613-858-4895
mstoodley@ottawavoice.ca

CommunityVoice
Your

Your Community Newspaper

www.ottawavoice.ca

News

Acting school stars in drama festival
BY BLAIR EDWARDS

The Kanata Acting Studio
brought home three trophies from the Eastern
Ontario Drama League
Festival held in Lindsay,
Ont., from Nov 4 to 6.
The studio sent a sevenperson acting and production team to perform the
one-act play, Burn, written by Kanata Lakes playwright John Muggleton.
It competed against nine
theatre companies from
across eastern Ontario,
performing plays at the
historic Academy Theatre.
The production team
were: Venetia Lawless (director), Lindsay Laviolette
(sound/lighting), Caroline
Bieber (stage manager),
and actors: Joey Walsh,
Riley Stewart, Josh Sparks
and Linda Webster.
The plays are judged by a
professional adjudicator.
The theatre troupe took
top honours at the festival
winning best production
and the People’s Choice
Award, which is voted on
by the audience attending
the festival.
They rounded out the
night, with Joey Walsh winning best actor.
“I’m really glad for them
that they got recognized
as a great production,”
said Muggleton. “As a playwright it’s very rewarding
to have been recognized as
having written something
that people enjoy.
Muggleton originally wrote Burn as a fulllength play, which entered
production at theatres
around the world including Calgary, Texas, Ottawa
and Edinburgh.
It was named one of the
top-10 plays performed
at the Edinburgh Fringe
Festival in 2022.
“I took that version and
said, ‘Hey, it would be fun
to enter it in the Eastern

Photo provided

Kanata Lakes playwright John Muggleton won big at the Eastern Ontario Drama League
Festival in Lindsay, Ont., earlier this month, taking home the top three trophies.

Ontario Drama League
Festival,” said Muggleton.
Vern re-wrote the play
into a one-act version,
trimming the one hour 45
minute original play down
to 55 minutes, and entered
it into the Eastern Ontario
Drama League one-act
festival.
Muggleton and his wife
opened The Kanata Acting
Studio at 700 March Rd.
last year, offering acting
classes, for both plays and
television, for children and
weekend classes for adults.
“It’s an acting school,”
said Muggleton. “We don’t
do a lot of performing.”
The Kanata Lakes man
is currently looking for a
performance space somewhere in Kanata where he
can stage four or five plays
a year.
But that’s a long-term goal

- right now he’s focused on
building the business.
Muggleton is a professional actor and playwright with more than 35
years experience acting,

“It’s an acting
school. We don’t do
a lot of performing.”
Playwright
John Muggleton

writing and performing.
Some of his acting credits include David Mamet’s
Glengarr y Glen Ross
and Speed-The-Plow in
plays and appearances in

Mayday and Starhunter
in television. He is the
co-founder of the Ottawa
Acting Company and the
artistic director of the
Kanata Acting Studio.
His first full-length play,
Burn, was nominated for
best new play of 2017 by
the Ottawa Capital Critics
Circle. His second fulllength play, An Act of Grace
was awarded best production, best ensemble and
the People’s Choice Award
as well as an adjudicator’s
award for outstanding
achievement in playwriting at the Eastern Ontario
Drama League Festival in
2018.
He has taught acting
at the Ottawa School
of Speech and Drama
and The Ottawa Acting
Company.
blair@ottawavoice.ca

News
SPRAWL FROM PAGE 1
province’s long-term protection of provincial highways, wetland protection,
as well as increasing housing and monitoring affordable housing.
Increasing the urban
boundary was necessary, said David Renfroe,
president of the Greater
Ottawa Home Builders
Association.
“We are absolutely in
a housing supply crisis,
which is making housing
less affordable every day,”
said Renfroe.
“It is critical that the City
of Ottawa reduce red tape
to speed up approvals,
accelerate the city’s zoning bylaw review, and use
appropriate immigration
and population projections to ensure we have
a sufficient supply of all
forms of housing.”
URBAN EXPANSION

Gower said changes to
the Official Plan push for
expansion of the suburbs
in place of the city’s previous policy of achieving 60
per cent of development
by expanding in existing
neighbourhoods.
“The provincial changes to the plan add more
suburban expansion and
presumably more intensification,” said Gower.
“But the ministry did not
provide any of their assumptions or population
projections to justify their
changes. We’re left guessing what growth will actually look like and how to
plan around it.”
Sprawling suburbs are
expensive to build and
service, he added.
The provincial government has also watered
down a lot of the language
promoting transit and
15-minute neighbourhoods, said Gower.
For instance, the original
Official Plan stated: “New
neighbourhoods shall
be designed around the
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changes to the Official
Plan cannot be appealed,
Kanata North Coun. Cathy
Curry said fellow councillors are asking, “How do
we pay for infrastructure
for new neighbourhoods
without development
charges?”
KANATA NORTH

City of Ottawa map

The Ford government unilaterally added 175 hectares of land
to Ottawa’s urban boundary in Kanata on Nov. 4 – shown in
purple – after Ottawa city council specifically declined to add
the parcels in its draft Official Plan. The land is now available
for development despite all the roads in the area being just
two lanes wide.

notion of easy pedestrian
access to a rapid transit
station.”
The province changed
t h e w o rd “s h a l l” t o
“should,” and that makes
a world of difference
in terms of policy, said
Gower.

“I’m definitely
not happy with
the direction the
province is sending
us.”
Kanata North Coun.
Cathy Curry

These changes from the
province strip away the
city’s ability to require developers to meet this goal
as a condition of approval,
he said.
“I totally understand and
support that we need more

homes built,” said Gower.
“But it can’t be at the expense of everything else
that makes a community
a healthy community.”
PARKLAND

The province’s new policy
language means less land
needs to be provided for
parks, said Gower. It has
also left the city with less
power to promote environmentally friendly design and buildings, and
less protection for heritage
buildings.
“The (city) staff put it
very simply,” said Gower.
“Quantity is one thing, but
you also have to ensure
you have quality, and I’m
really concerned about
the quality of the neighbourhoods that are going
to be built over the next 10
or 20 years under this new
Official Plan and under the
new Bill 23 as well.”
Gower said he is encouraging residents who
are concerned about the
changes to the Official
Plan to contact their MPPs.
Because the province’s

Development charges –
fees paid to construct new
homes and other buildings – “are a significant
part of the city budget,”
she said.
Curry estimates city
staff spent “thousands of
hours” drafting and redrafting the Official Plan,
only to see the province
change it at will.
“I’m definitely not happy
with the direction the
province is sending us,”
she said.
Some councillors have
expressed the opinion
that the Ford government
held back the new housing
legislation and the Official
Plan changes until after
the municipal election,
which meant candidates
did not have the opportunity to provide voters with
their opinions about potential solutions.
“I’m concerned about
timing,” Curry said. “Many
new councillors are just
hiring staff, so dealing
with the Official Plan right
away is a challenge.”
Curry was asked if her
reading of Bill 23 and the
changes to the Official
Plan provide developers
any incentive to build affordable housing, as opposed to housing that
provides them with the
maximum profit.
“I can’t see anything
specific (to incentivize
construction of affordable housing),” she said.
“Indirectly – by allowing
greater height (of future
developments) – it may
provide more incentive to
build affordable housing
in some cases.”
Newly elected West

Carleton Coun. Clarke
Kelly said the province’s
planning changes are
dismissive of decisions
made by Ottawa’s elected
council.
WEST CARLETON

“It’s a ‘We know best in
Toronto’ attitude,” he said.
“One of my priorities I discussed with many people
during my campaign was
protecting the rural nature
of the ward. Ontario loses
300 acres of farmland to
development every day
and the provincial legislation perpetuates that.”
While the province’s stated aim is to create more
affordable housing, Kelly
thinks the Ford government has weakened language in the Official Plan
that was meant to encourage more affordable rental
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units as well as the availability of transit near new
rentals.
As for more homes along
March Road – which is a
vital connection for many
West Carleton residents
that already clogs up with
traffic – Kelly said council
voted against more development on March Road
in Kanata North, but the
province put it back in.
“Council voted it down
and that was the will
of the people,” he said,
calling the decision to
alter the Official Plan
“undemocratic.”
Kanata-Carleton MPP
Merrilee Fullerton was
unavailable to comment
on the new housing legislation and the changes to
Ottawa’s Official Plan.
With files from Nevil Hunt
blair@ottawavoice.ca

ottawa.ca/artscentres
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The Ottawa area’s premier
retirement residence located nearby
in the heart of Stittsville

WINTER IS COMING
$

10,00-I0N

MOVE !
OFFER

We’re 85% occupied, but there’s
still an excellent selection of
suites available. Don’t face the
challenges of another winter
in your present home, when
you can enjoy the comfort and
security of Hazeldean Gardens.

MONITORING YOUR HEALTH

Consider the benefits:
• Supportive health care always available
• Socialize with other seniors
• Appetizing and nutritious meals
• Variety of stimulating activities
• Fitness programs to promote good health
• Freedom from household chores

APPETIZING MEALS

OUR CHRISTMAS VILLAGE

CALL 613-903-6949 FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO SCHEDULE A TOUR
HAZELDEAN GARDENS RETIREMENT RESIDENCE
6130 Hazeldean Road, Stittsville K2S 2M2
www.hazeldeangardens.ca

