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Developer uses 
community feedback 

for application process
BY ANIL JHALLI

A mixed used develop-
ment is being pitched in 
the Katimavik-Hazeldean 
community. 

Park River Properties, an 
Ottawa-Gatineau devel-
oper, recently submitted a 
zoning by-law amendment 
and site plan applications 
to the City of Ottawa for a 
development which in-
cludes  a 10-storey high-
rise apartment building 
featuring 126 residential 
units with ground floor 
commercial use, as well as 
three rows of stacked town-
house dwellings on the va-
cant land at 16 Edgewater 
Street in Kanata’s south 
end. 

The site is located north-
east of Terry Fox Drive and 
Hazeldean Road. 

“What we are envisioning 
is based on what we have 

heard from the communi-
ty,” said Kevin McMahon, 
the president of Park River 
Properties. “It’s an interest-
ing site that allows a variety 
of uses, and our goal is to 
give the community some-
thing that isn’t overbearing 
for neighbours while pro-
viding additional servic-
es that can be in walking 
distance.”

Park River reps have 
been meeting with near-
by residents, discussing 
comments and concerns 
about the proposed 
development. 

“We have an idea of what 
we would like to see, but we 
just submitted applications, 
so it’s still early in the pro-
cess,” continued McMahon. 
“We want to be solutions 
driven and continue to en-
courage feedback from resi-
dents in the community.”

PLEASE SEE USES, PAGE 6

Nevil Hunt photo
Kanata Knights peewee team captain Dylan Benoit holds the 
National Capital Amateur Football Association trophy after 
the Knights defeated the Nepean Eagles 55-0 in the peewee 
final on Nov. 7. Kanata went 6-0 in the regular season and 
won both playoff games, giving up just six points all season.

Double Wing photography
Kayden Vanasse and Godric Dunlop lead the Kanata Knights 
mosquito team to the field before their championship game 
against the Bell Warriors on Nov. 7. The Knights capped off 
an undefeated season with a 30-20 win over the Warriors to 
claim the 2021 NCAFA Mosquito A Cup championship. 

Kings Of The Gridiron
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Put away the shovel and enjoy
everything Retirement Living
has to o�er on a Winter Stay. 

Relax and enjoy the winter months in a comfortable suite in a vibrant

community. While everyone on your block is out shoveling, shopping,

and shivering, you’ll be warm inside enjoying fun and entertainment.

• O�ering a full continuum of care: Independent Living, Assisted Living,

 and Memory Care, with access to 24-hour professional nursing care

Contact Aimee at Bridlewood Trails or Anita at Timberwalk to book

your winter stay with us today! No long term commitment required.

Take a winter break!

613.595.1116 | BridlewoodRetirement.com 613.903.6136 | TimberwalkRetirement.com

PUT YOUR
MONEY WHERE
YOUR HEART IS.

Photo provided
Leaders Unite In Kanata

From left, Kanata -Carleton Member of Provincial Parliament Merrilee Fullerton, Ontario Finance 
Minister Peter Bethlenfalvy, Ontario Minister of Heritage, Sport, Tourism and Cultural Industries 
Lisa  MacLeod and  Carleton Member of Provincial Parliament Goldie Ghamari participated in the 
Ottawa Board of Trade’s Ontario Leaders Network at the Brookstreet Hotel on Nov. 18.  
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services to 
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areas for more 
than 30 years.

Christmas support program brings holiday cheer for many

BY ANIL JHALLI

The Kanata Food Cupboard is look-
ing to spread the Christmas spirit for 
families with the holiday season draw-
ing nearer. 

The charitable organization that op-
erates out of a Legget Drive warehouse 
launched the annual Adopt a Family 
program earlier this month.  Every year, 
the food cupboard provides a full holi-
day meal, as well as gifts for families in 
need across Kanata. 

“Cost of living is going up, food pric-
es are going up and that’s all because 
we are still living with COVID-19,” said 

Kaitlyn Lalonde, the food cupboard’s 
client and community outreach coordi-
nator. “We know it has been a challeng-
ing time for many people.”

The program is completely anony-
mous. This year, due to the ongoing 
pandemic, the program will provide two 
ways to support a local family. 

The first is by direct match and pro-
viding physical gifts and food. Adopters 
who provide physical goods will receive 
a match family and its information, in-
cluding wish lists for all children aged 17 
and younger. They can then shop for a 
Christmas dinner, holiday goodies and 
treats, toiletry items, and/or presents 

for family members under the age of 18. 
This year, there is an option of purchas-

ing gifts and a holiday meal for an adopt-
ed family, or digitally adopting a family 
in need of assistance for Christmas, via 
an online donation using the follow-
ing link: canadahelps.org/en/pages/
adopt-a-family-christmas-2021/. 

The funds provided by virtual adop-
tion will be used to purchase gift cards 
for items such as a Christmas dinner, 
holiday goodies and treats, toiletry 
items, and/or presents for family mem-
bers under the age of 18. Those gift cards 
will then be given to the adopted fam-
ily to purchase their direct Christmas 
needs.

The number of people in a family, as 
well as ages and genders, are provided 

as a guideline for purchases. 
“If we can give a family something to 

look forward to this year, that’s really 
all that matters,” added Lalonde. “And 
our community has always been there 
and stepped up, and it’s showing even 
in a pandemic how supportive people 
have been.”

Last year, the program helped 596 fam-
ilies. Lalonde said she expects numbers 
this year to exceed 600. 

Requests to receive a hamper is Dec. 5, 
while people who wish to adopt a family 
should do so by Dec. 12.

 For more information, contact Kaitlyn 
Lalonde at kaitlyn.lalonde@kanata 
foodcupboard.ca and visit kanatafood  
cupboard.ca/adoptafamily/. 

anil@ottawavoice.ca 

Anil Jhalli photo
Françoise Stewart, left, and Ruth Brown help pack Christmas hampers for the Kanata Food 
Cupboard’s Adopt a Family program. 
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BY STEVE DESROCHES 
@SteveDesroches

We all pine for a return to 
normal after this miserable 
pandemic. 

The timing of our new 
normal world remains 
unpredictable. For many 
employees, future work 
arrangements and daily 
commutes are up in the air. 
There are increasing con-
cerns in Ottawa and many 
other large cities about the 

long term impact of the 
work-from-home or the 
hybrid model that contains 
a mix of home and office 
workplaces. 

While peak commuter 
congestion has greatly di-
minished, so too has the 
consumer demand in the 
downtown core for busi-
nesses that have been af-
fected by the scarcity of 
commuters. The down-
town coffee, lunch and re-
tailers have been hit hard 
by the pandemic. This 
business decline has been 
compounded by the dra-
matic drop in tourists and 
conference attendees to the 
nation’s capital who tend to 
concentrate around down-
town attractions and hotels. 

The Ottawa downtown 
reaction has been mixed. 

While some businesses are 
desperate for the buzz of 
high volume commuters, 
other downtown residents 
enjoy the fact that there is 
considerably less traffic in 
the downtown core. 

Ottawa’s largest employer, 
the federal government, is 
actively planning for the re-
turn of its workforce in some 
capacity or another. There 
is considerable speculation 
that the federal government 
will adopt a hybrid model 
for some departments and 
agencies. These new work 
plans could mean that fed-
eral workers are not in the 
office five days a week. 

The City of Ottawa transit 
planners need to consider 
the evolving transit needs 
of its peak riders who may 
find it hard to justify the cost 

of a full-time monthly OC 
Transpo pass. 

Years ago the Province of 
Ontario required the City to 
adopt the Presto transit pass 
as a prerequisite for provin-
cial transit funding. At the 
time, OC Transpo’s general 
manager told council that 
the new Presto Pass would 
open up a range of variable 
transit fare possibilities. 

In addition to fare options 
for riders, the new card 
could help maximize rev-
enue and ease peak pres-
sures on the transit system. 
The smart card technology 
could, in theory, accom-
modate different pricing 
options depending on the 
time of day. 

For example, there was the 
Presto possibility of offering 
lower fares for riders outside 
of the peak hours to reduce 
the need to buy new buses 
and associated labour costs 

to deal with peak growth. 
These flexible pricing op-
tions would also help lower 
long-term transit fares and 
make available more seats 
for transit riders who need 
them during the peak com-
mute hours. 

At that time, we even dis-
cussed the possibility of 
Presto being part of a con-
sumer reward program to 
help entice and retain rider-
ship given the unavoidable 
ups and downs that come 
with operating a vast transit 
system during challenging 
winter conditions. 

These grandiose pric-
ing plans are of course too 
much for the short term. 
Nevertheless, OC Transpo 
and Presto should develop 
transit pricing options that 
are financially attractive to 
a hybrid workforce that will 
have a limited need for a 
monthly transit pass. 

If OC Transpo ignores the 
new ridership reality, many 
transit riders will simply 
drive and park downtown 
when they are required in 
the office three days a week 
or less. These peak com-
muters are critical to the fi-
nancial sustainability of the 
system. 

Hopefully the Presto card 
is up to the task. If not, there 
are surely some technolog-
ical solutions in Ottawa’s 
high tech sector. 

There has also been some 
loose talk recently about 
cutting “administration” at 
OC Transpo. This suggestion 
is “penny wise and a pound 
foolish” if we cut OC Transpo 
transit planners. They need 
to be hard at work develop-
ing smart plans and smart 
cards. 

Steve Desroches is a for-
mer City of Ottawa coun-
cillor and deputy-mayor.

OP-ED: Time for some Presto magic

Please give generously
As we approach Christmas and the 

bounty that brings for most, let’s not 
lose sight of the true meaning of the 
season.

It’s not searching on-line for the lat-
est tech gadget for the kids or an even 
bigger television screen and it’s not a 
getaway to warmer climes and cer-
tainly it’s not one-upping the neigh-
bour with the biggest and best light 
display.

It is spending time with family 
(safely) and reaching out to the less 
fortunate.

There are many examples locally.
You don’t have to go any further for 

one than Holy Trinity Catholic High 
School’s Ava James-Sidoli, a recipient 
of a 2020 Philanthropist Award, who 
continues to raise tens of thousands of 
dollars for the Ottawa Food Bank and 
different youth causes through her It 
Only Takes One foundation.

The need has never been great-
er for financial donations for the 

Kanata Food Cupboard and its an-
nual Christmas Hamper and Adopt 
a Family program as the pandemic 
drags on. Every year, the charitable 
organization provides a full holiday 
meal, as well as gifts for families in 
need in the area.

Adopting a family less fortunate than 
yours is a great way for an office, a fam-
ily or a group of people to get involved 
and spread some holiday happiness.

It has been a challenging time 
for many people. Let’s give them 
something to look forward to this 
Christmas.

And there’s the annual St. Nicholas 
Day Carp Food Drive that launches 
Dec 1. Venturers, Scouts, Cubs and 
Beavers will distribute flyers asking 
residents to visit the food drive web-
site, which accepts donations for the 
West Carleton Food Access Centre. 
Last year, the young members helped 
raise more than $10,000 for the chari-
table organization. Moving donations 

online has the added benefit of the 
foodbank using the cash donations 
to make bulk purchases of the items 
their clients need. The charity can 
make a dollar stretch into two or three.

Santa Claus will be a star attrac-
tion at a drive-thru parade to be 
held again this year on Dec. 4 at 
the Richmond fairgrounds. Non-
perishable food items and donations 
for the Richmond Food Bank will be 
accepted.

And participating Loblaws, Real 
Canadian Superstore, No Frills and 
Your Independent Grocer stores in 
Stittsville and Kanata have joined with 
OC Transpo for the Annual Christmas 
Food Drive Nov. 30 for the Ottawa 
Food Bank that supports those in 
need across the city.

The true meaning of Christmas can-
not be found under the tree. It is in 
bringing happiness to others. Please 
give generously to a charity near and 
dear to you.
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City honours difference makers with special recognition
BY ANIL JHALLI

A pair of extraordinary 
Kanata South residents 
were recently honoured 
by the City of Ottawa for 
being leaders in their 
community. 

Julie Richards, who re-
sides in Katimavik, re-
ceived the Brian Kilrea 
Award for Excellence in 
Coaching while Amanda 
Jetté Knox of Glen Cairn 
was one of the recipients of 
this year’s Order of Ottawa.

The Order of Ottawa rec-
ognizes exceptional resi-
dents who have made a 
significant contribution 
in a professional capacity 
in many areas of city life, 
including arts and culture, 
business, community ser-
vice, education, entrepre-
neurship, public service, 
labour, communications 
and media, science, sports 
and entertainment or 
other fields that benefit the 
residents of Ottawa.

The Brian Kilrea Award 
for Excellence in Coaching 
recognizes the contribu-
tion of an amateur coach 
who best exemplifies the 
qualities of leadership and 
commitment.

“I remember getting 
the call a few weeks ago, 
and I was just in shock,” 
said Jetté Knox. “It took a 
couple of days to sink in, 
and to be honest, I am still 

processing this. I am so 
thankful that people see 
the work I am doing and 
the importance of what I 
am trying to accomplish.”

Jetté Knox is an award-
winning author, journal-
ist, public speaker, and 
human rights advocate for 
the LGBTQ+ community.

She is a nonbinary per-
son, the mother of a nonbi-
nary  child and the spouse 
of a transgender woman. 
She’s been sharing her 
family’s experiences with 
the world, striving to make 
it a better place and inclu-
sive for all people. 

She dedicates her time 
to improving healthcare 
access, school environ-
ments, and overall ac-
ceptance not only for her 
child, but for all trans-
gender and nonbinary 
children.

Her 2019 book, Love Lives 
Here: A Story of Thriving in 
a Transgender Family, was 
a national best-seller and a 
finalist for the 2020 Ottawa 
Book Awards. She is a 2019 
Chatelaine Woman of the 
Year, one of last year’s Top 
25 Women of Influence 
and was on Today’s 
Parents’ Most Influential 
Parents list.

“It’s not just recognition 
for me, but for everyone 
who wants the same things 
I do,” continued Jetté 
Knox. “I am just one piece 

of a larger puzzle and it re-
ally shows how our city is 
coming together, and how 
accepting it is becoming, 
and how when we work to-
gether, we can accomplish 
things.”

Richards  has  been 
coaching  basketball at 
Holy Trinity Catholic 
High School for the past 
three years. She’s also 
been coaching with the 
West Ottawa Basketball 
Association (WOBA) for 
the past five years. 

“This is my way of giv-
ing back to a sport that 
helped me, and I am hum-
bled by this honour,” said 
Richards. “You can coach 
on the court and help the 
kids develop as players, 
but you are also hoping to 
make them better people 
away from basketball with 
some life lessons along the 
way.”

Her coaching experience 
on the basketball court in-
cludes house league, com-
petitive, high school and 
spans many age groups. 

A few weeks into the first 
COVID-19 lockdown, 
Richards embraced tech-
nology and organized 
hour-long weekly Zoom 
meetings and workouts 
to keep players focused, 
physically active, and 
engaged. 

Through these weekly 
virtual calls, her WOBA 

team would practice drills 
in front of the camera, en-
gaged in conversations on 
health – mental and phys-
ical – as well as nutrition, 
drill challenges and many 
other topics. 

In December of 2020, 
she challenged players to 
come up with and dem-
onstrate acts of kindness 
every day of the month, 
including anything from 
simple gestures such as 
helping a family member 
wash dishes or help a sib-
ling with homework, to 
leading food and toy drives 
for less fortunate families.

“I am thankful to receive 
this award, really, but it is 
honestly about the play-
ers I get to coach,” said 
Richards. “If I am helping 
them be better players and 
better people, to me, that’s 
a win. ”

For more information, 
please visit ottawa.ca. 

anil@ottawavoice.ca 

Photo provided
Julie Richards (tope row, third from the right) has been coaching basketball at Holy Trinity 
Catholic High School for the past three years. Pictured here with the school’s girls varsity 
basketball team, Richards was a recipient of a 2021 Brian Kilrea Award for Excellence in 
Coaching from the City of Ottawa. 

Photo provided
Amanda Jetté Knox, right, was one of this year’s recipients 
of an Order of Ottawa and celebrated the recognition with 
her wife, Zoë Knox, during a ceremony at Ottawa City Hall 
on Nov. 18.
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As the 44th Parliament begins, I am excited and 
honoured to get to work as your Member of 
Parliament for Kanata—Carleton. Please reach out 
to me at any time. My team and I are here to assist 
however we can. 
 
COVID-19 Vaccinations 
I am proud to highlight that 85% of Canada’s 
population over 12 is fully vaccinated against 
COVID-19. We have come a long way. Health 
Canada has recently approved the Pfizer COVID-
19 vaccine for children 5-11 years old. Parents, 
please get your eligible kids vaccinated to protect 
themselves, to protect others, and to help stop the 
spread. Vaccines work. 
 
Support & Shop Local this Holiday Season 
As we approach the holidays, I would like to 
encourage everyone to please continue to support 
our local businesses in any way you can. I enjoy 
exploring the many local holiday craft markets to 
find unique gift ideas. Also, please consider helping 
the Kanata Food Cupboard and West Carleton 
Food Access Centre support the vulnerable in our 
community. Both provide assistance for the 
holidays for those in need, and donations are 
always welcome. Please visit their websites for 
details. 
 
Hub350 in the Kanata North Tech Park 
I recently had the pleasure to attend the grand 
opening of Hub350, a brand-new ecosystem for 
industry, academic, and finance partners to co-
exist and collaborate in the heart of Kanata North. 
As both your Member of Parliament and an avid 
tech enthusiast, I cannot wait to see what comes 
next! I have no doubt that the tech park will 
continue its trajectory of exceptional success. 
 
Let’s Keep in Touch 
I continue to update constituents on important 
government events and programs on my website. 
For details, please visit JennaSuddsMP.ca. 

MEANINGFUL COLLABORATION WITH
OUR FEDERAL AND PROVINCIAL PARTNERS

IS THE KEY TO SUCCESS IN OTTAWA

By: Jim Watson, Mayor
I am proud of the relationships we have maintained with our 

federal and provincial counterparts over the years, which have 
allowed our City to engage in meaningful dialogue to deliver 
on priority issues.

In order to make real progress on important city building 
initiatives, all three levels of government must work together 
with our residents and community groups. 

Most recently, these strong partnerships have kept our resi-
dents safe and informed throughout the pandemic. Due in large 
part to our effective collaboration with the Province of Ontario, 
Ottawa boasts one of the highest vaccination rates amongst 
large cities in Canada and across North America. 

With the federal election now behind us, we can once again 
look ahead to all the work the City has started with our part-
ners at the provincial and federal levels. 

The new year will be a great opportunity for us to roll up our 
sleeves and continue to make headway on key city-building 
projects like the following, just to name a few:

• the addition of hundreds of new affordable housing 
unitscontinued dialogue and action to address ongoing 
public safety concerns

• the “Adisōke” net-zero central library
• the Chief William Commanda Bridge for active trans-

portation
• our electric bus conversion program
• improving internet connectivity for our underserved 

residents
• Stage 3 LRT
I also look forward to working with my former colleague on 

City Council and the newly-elected MP for Kanata-Carleton, 
Jenna Sudds, to secure funds for Stage 3 LRT, which will bring 
train service to Kanata, Stittsville and Barrhaven, three of the 
fastest growing areas of the city. Congratulations on your elec-
tion, Jenna!

Finally, I am keen to work with our partners at the federal 
and provincial levels to ensure that Ottawa makes a strong 
economic rebound in the coming months with another big push 
on vaccines and a safe return to workplaces – especially in the 
downtown core – that will give a boost to our small businesses, 
which have been so impacted over the last 19 months.

A total of 25 residential units are proposed in the stacked 
townhouse portion. The plan is to have 282 underground 
and surface parking spots. The above ground spaces are 
proposed in the center of the property, between the high-rise 
building and the townhouse dwellings to the east. 

The high-rise building has a total of 4,560 square feet of 
commercial space on the ground floor, and  a total of 512 
square metres of office space is available on the ground 
floor of 13 of the stacked townhouses. The property is pres-
ently zoned industrial, and the amendment would allow 
for increased height from 18 to 30 metres for the apartment 
complex. 

Hayley Bennett, president of the Katimavik-Hazeldean 
Community Association, said some of the primary con-
cerns raised by residents include privacy, shadow impact, 
and site plan issues like loading,garbage, and parking.  She 
appreciates the approach taken by Park River Properties to 
hear from residents during the process.  

“It is clear that they are taking the feedback they have re-
ceived to heart and have made modifications to their vision 
to address the main concerns of residents, such as removing 
balconies from the backside of the proposed main building,” 
added Bennett. 

Bennett believes this type of development  showcases 
Katimavik-Hazeldean as a desirable community to live in.  

“This area has typically housed a tight-knit, vibrant com-
munity, where folks gathered, played music and fostered 
togetherness and community spirit,” she added. “It’s no won-
der that they want to create new opportunities to live here.”

Park River Properties hopes to have the rezoning amend-
ment application reviewed on the Feb. 7, 2022 planning com-
mittee agenda. A decision on the site plan control application 
will follow the planning committee and council deliberation 
on the zoning by-law amendment application.

“There’s a need for more housing and residential options 
in our community,” said Kanata South Coun. Allan Hubley. 
“If it’s done right, it’s going to be beneficial.”

For more information, visit https://devapps.ottawa.ca/
en/applications/D02-02-21-0135/details. 

anil@ottawavoice.ca
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Anil Jhalli photo
‘Tis The Season

From left, Kanata South Coun. Allan Hubley, Kanata-Carleton 
Member of Provincial Parliament Merrilee Fullerton, Colin 
McSweeney and Rob Nino with the Glen Cairn Community 
Activities Group, kicked off the Christmas season with the 
10th annual tree lighting ceremony in Glen Cairn on Nov. 12. 
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Grand OpeningGrand OpeningGrand Opening
Come check out our new store just in time for the 

Holidays! Fitted with a wide selection of brand-new 
products, our new location is ready to handle your 

holiday shopping needs! 

 New Store New Store

Now Located at 255 Kanata 
Avenue in Centrum!

www.graceinthekitchen.ca613.521.4818

DO MEANINGFUL WORK
WE’RE HIRING SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS

At First Student, our School Bus Drivers are  
an integral part of the communities they serve.  

We are your friends, family, and neighbours!

workatfirst.com           613.721.5500

We are proud to offer:
• Competitive Wages • Flexible Hours • Free Training

We are an equal opportunity employer that values a diverse workforce.

Anil Jhalli photo
Community Food Drive

The 51st Nepean Pathfinders/ Rangers, from left, Amy Edler, Marnie Bain, Charlotte Jhu, 
Cayla MacTavish and Ashlee Elder collected and donated food for the Kanata-Hazeldean 
Lions Club’s food drive supporting the Kanata Food Cupboard on Saturday, Nov. 13. The 
food drive collected 11,000 pounds of food, and over $2,800 in monetary donations for the 
Kanata Food Cupboard. 



8     November 25, 2021 - Community Voice News
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICE DOESN’T
HAVE TO BE EXPENSIVE!

613-203-2348
megkennedyottawa@gmail.com

*based on 5% commission

Thinking of buying or selling?
I understand today’s real estate
process, I’m local and can help.

Call Me First!

Family

charity
friends

Advertisement placed by Capacity Marketing For Charities on behalf of CPAWS. You are not obliged to
include a bequest to CPAWS. The promotion covers the cost of a simple Will, as  defined by the drafting

lawyer. You might be charged directly for work beyond what the lawyer considers a simple Will.

Call an Ottawa lawyer TODAY

O
C

KS
.1

1.
25

.2
1

Your Will is also a great opportunity to
make a difference to a good cause
– a gift that costs you nothing now.

Family and friends are rightly always the
priority when you write your Will.

www.freewillsmonth.ca/cpaws

If you are aged 55 or over, you can
write or update your Will free of
charge via Free Wills Month.

After remembering family and friends,
please consider a gift in your Will to

CPAWS is Canada’s voice for wilderness.

Halcyon Legal
Chadwick Boyd – 613-763-4543

206-460 West Hunt Club Rd K2E 0B8

James Anderson
Barrister & Solicitor

James Anderson – 613-261-9024
305-185 Somerset Street W K2P 0J2

B. Turner Law
Professional Corporation

Babette Turner – 613-680-6804
517-1200 St. Laurent Blvd K1K 3B8

Lister-Beaupré
Amy Jean Cornew

613-234-2500 x228
301-200 Catherine Street K2P 2K9

More & McLeod
Barristers & Solicitors

James B. More – 613-820-7888
212-2249 Carling Avenue K2B 7E9

Your appointment can be any time
but you must call a lawyer by 5pm

on Tuesday November 30

LAST
FEW
DAYS

Church volunteers hosting pandemic 
version of Christmas tradition

BY ANIL JHALLI 

Organizers of the Glen Cairn United 
Church’s annual Christmas Cookie Walk 
are gearing up for a different take on this 
year’s event. 

The organizing committee of the popu-
lar Christmas event in Glen Cairn would 
be celebrating its  30th anniversary this 
year.  

After not hosting an in-person cookie 
walk in 2020, the organizing committee 
decided to hold the event this year, offer-
ing curbside pickup. 

Cookies will be available on Dec. 4, from 
9 am until noon. There will be no gather-
ing or in person cookie sales on the day.

“We know how much people look for-
ward to this event, as it really does kind 
of help kickoff Christmas season,” said 
Martha Townshend Colford, who helps 
organize the annual Christmas tradition 
in Glen Cairn, and has for 28 years.

The event organizer said it was 

frustrating and disappointing that a live 
cookie walk could not take place, but the 
church wanted to host some version of 
the event as it has become a staple in the 
community for many years. 

“It really does get people in the 
Christmas mood and they get to try so 
many delicious cookies and just meet 
and chat with their neighbours for a few 
hours,” she added. “We were coming 
up with ideas, but we ultimately had to 
be creative because we are still living in 
COVID-19 times.”

This year, people placed their orders on-
line and are able pick up their boxes of 
cookies over a three-hour period on Dec. 
4. Boxes of cookies will be picked up curb 
side near the main doors of the church.

“We didn’t want people to forget 
about us or this tradition,” continued 
Townshend Colford. “It brings the com-
munity together.”

For more information, visit gcuc.ca. 
anil@ottawavoice.ca 

Google Images
The Glen Cairn United Church on Abbeyhill Drive.

Anil Jhalli photo
Gift Ideas 

Suzanne St. John, left, and Susan Cooper visited the Kanata-Stittsville Westenders Civitan 
Club’s 2021 Craft and Vendor Fair at the Kanata branch of the Royal Canadian Legion on 
Saturday, Nov. 13. Money from the event helps support the club and Leave the Streets Behind,  
a program that helps homeless veterans. 
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Symphony Kanata's Mini Christmas Village will
include a hot chocolate bar, sugar cookies,

photos with Santa, a beautiful light dis[pay and
so much more!

Walk-by's are welcome but RSVP's are preferred
so we know what our numbers are for the event.

RSVP with Geri at 613-240-2351

SYMPHONY SEN IOR L IV ING KANATA

PRESENTS
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Ryan Photography 613.599.5363
www.jeffryan-photography.com

jeffryan@storm.ca

STUDIO•HOME•OUTDOORSTUDIO•HOME•OUTDOOR

ON SALE!ON SALE!

WE’RE YOUR FAIRY 

PORTRAIT SPECIALISTS!E’RE YOUR FAIRY

PROFESSIONAL 
PROFESSIONAL 

PHOTOGRAPHER
PHOTOGRAPHER

REPAIR YOURREPAIR YOUR
OLD PHOTOSOLD PHOTOS
FAMILY PORTRAITSFAMILY PORTRAITS
CHILDRENCHILDREN
MATERNITYMATERNITY
CLASSICALCLASSICAL
BLACK & WHITEBLACK & WHITE
FILM AND DIGITALFILM AND DIGITAL
DANCEDANCE
BUSINESSBUSINESS

We Have Your
Target Market
COVERED

Reach over 63,275
homes, apartments & businesses with the

Kanata North, Kanata South & Stittsville/Richmond
Your Community Voice newspapers

CommunityVoiceYour

Your Community Newspaper

Mike Stoodley
Your local Advertising Consultant
613-858-4895
mstoodley@ottawavoice.ca

www.ottawavoice.ca

Let 30 Year Experience
WORK FOR YOU!

OTTAWA
402-1376 Bank St.

613-321-8259
Mon-Wed

TORONTO
1099 Kingston Rd #231

647-942-1477
Thurs-Sat

RAJ SHARMA
accurateaccounting@rogers.com

www.accurateaccountingcanada.com

265 CYD ST. OTTAWA BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Anil Jhalli photos
Lest We Forget

From left, Bob Thomson, commander of the Colour Party, leads comrades Garth Lee, Tom Flood, John Kern and Sue McLean 
during the Kanata Remembrance Day ceremony at Village Green Memorial Park on Colchester Square on Nov. 11. 

Bruce Judge, president of the Kanata branch of the Royal 
Canadian Legion, pays respect to the veterans who have 
made the ultimate sacrifice during the Remembrance Day 
ceremony in Kanata on Nov. 11 while Kanata-Carleton 
Member of Parliament Jenna Sudds looks on. 

Wreaths surround the Kanata Cenotaph at Village Green 
Memorial Park, the site of the yearly Remembrance Day 
Ceremony in Kanata. 
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There is so much to be part 
of at Wildpine and we 
can’t wait to welcome 
you home.

Call 613-914-1412 to 
book your Covid safe, 
in person tour now.

Join us this winter for a stress-free stay with 
new friends, in our beautiful community.

Winter is 
Warm & Cozy 
at Wildpine! 
Fun & Festive 
too!

Reserve before December 31st with a 
move before February 1st and enjoy 
up to $2500 in move-in bonuses.

10 Wildpine Court, Stittsville     wildpineresidence.ca

Only two One-Bedroom Suites left!

Remember that time when Amazon sponsored 
your church fundraiser?

Remember when Facebook bought a case of 
Girl Guide cookies to support your daughter?

Remember when Google provided free pizza 
to your childs soccer team when they won the 
championship?

Neither do we!
Local businesses live here. They play here. They invest here. 

They need your support, now more than ever.

News Media Canada

Médias d’Info Canada

Local author releasing book one in series next month
BY ANIL JHALLI

John Haas always envisioned more 
adventures to tell when it came to 
Archibald Shaw, a character in a short 
story he wrote that garnered positive 
critical praise. 

The Damned Voyage, the short story 
that first introduced the Shaw charac-
ter, was part of the 35th volume of the 
Writers of the Future anthology fea-
turing a number of short stories and 
poems released in 2019.  

“When I wrote The Damned Voyage, 
I always had this plan that there’s just 
more to this story,” said Haas, a resident 
of Trailwest in Kanata South. “There’s 
a bigger universe that I would like to 
introduce with all these elements.”

The Damned Voyage  is the prequel 
story to Cults of Death and Madness, 
which is set to release on Dec. 15. 

It’s part one of a three book series that 
combines horror, thriller, fantasy and 
mystery that draws the reader in. 

Cults of Death and Madness sees Shaw, 
who arrives in India ready to make a dif-
ference as a physician and new officer 
in the British army, soon realizing the 
world around him isn’t what it seems. 

Haas’ work is heavily influenced by  
H.P. Lovecraft, who combined horror, 
fantasy, mystery and science fiction in 
his stories. 

“I was always this creative type of per-
son when I was younger,” said Haas, 
who is originally from Montreal. “I 
would just keep telling these stories 
to my friends and these ideas would 
just keep coming, and I just wanted to 
put them all in words and create these 
worlds for people where they can just 
let their imagination go.”

Haas hopes to make writing his full-
time career, sooner rather than later. 

“I have been wanting to write and 
just create and just get lost in different 
worlds since I was a kid,” he noted. “To 
concentrate and make writing my full-
time work, it’s a dream when you can 
focus on something you love doing as 
your work.”

Cults of Death and Madness will be 
available through the publishing com-
pany’s website, wordfirepress.com and 
soon on amazon.ca. 

For more information about the au-
thor, visit https://johnhaas.weebly.
com/. 

anil@ottawavoice.ca 

Photo provided
John Haas is a resident of Kanata South’s Trailwest community. 
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Thinking
of wine

for
Christmas?

WEEKLY SUNDAY BINGO NOW ON! 
STARTS AT 12:45PM

WIN UP TO $1300 - LIMITED TO 50 PEOPLE

1pm - Kanata Legion - 70 Hines Rd
For more info Call Clay: 613-301-2651

COVID 19 SAFETY PROTOCOLS IN PLACE

Resident hopes to shatter last year’s campaign total

BY ANIL JHALLI

The West Ottawa Ladies Chorus (WOLC) is presenting 
its annual Christmas concert again this year through the 
wonders of technology. 

The choir, founded in 2012, hosts two major perfor-
mances each year, one in the spring and one during the 
Christmas season. 

“We know that many people look forward to this show, 
and we love to sing,” said Denise Benner, the executive 
chair of the WOLC. “We want to bring that Christmas 
spirit and community spirit with the holidays coming 
up.”

Beginning Dec. 3, a link will be posted on the group’s 
website directing people to the musical group’s 2021 
Christmas performance. 

In a pre-COVID-19 year, the WOLC’s Christmas concert 
took place at the St. Paul’s Anglican Church on Young 
Road in Kanata South. 

“We really wanted to have this in person, and even pen-
ciled it in our calendars,” added Benner. “But with the 
rules around COVID-19 being inflexible if you will, we 
just decide to hold it online.”

The adjustment to online rehearsals, practices and 
meetings have made COVID-19 times difficult for some 
members, said Benner, adding that the choir has lost 
some people since the onset of the pandemic. 

She credits the work of musical director Sosun Suh 
for keeping the group on track and offering solutions 
to technological challenges some members may face. 

Suh, who resides in Glen Cairn, became the new mu-
sical director of the WOLC just before the pandemic 

struck. She has yet to lead a live performance. 
“It’s an important tradition for many people, and we 

just wanted to keep it going,” said Suh of the annual 
Christmas show. “Many of our members are over a cer-
tain age and vulnerable, and we needed to think about 
keeping people safe. We don’t know who is comfortable 
being in person.”

Next year marks the choir’s 10th anniversary. Benner 
hopes to celebrate the milestone by once again perform-
ing in front of a live audience. 

“We really hope to sing in front of people,” said Benner. 
“We know much people enjoy hearing us sing, and we 
enjoy singing for people.”

For more information, visit westottawaladieschorus.
ca.

anil@ottawavoice.ca 

BY ANIL JHALLI

Olga Dewar collected over 1,100 pairs of socks last 
year, the most since launching her Sockathon project 
seven years ago. 

She has set lofty expectations this year, believing she 
can shatter that number, and hopes to nearly double 
the number of sock donations. 

“I think we can top 2,000 pairs of socks,” said Dewar, 
who lives in Morgan’s Grant. “We have a generous com-
munity, and if this pandemic has taught us anything, 
it’s that people need help and people need to have a 
way to stay warm and have the things that make them 
feel comfortable.”

Dewar, a real estate agent, launched another modified 
version of the Sockathon fundraiser in 2021. 

“I was walking one day, and my feet were colder than 
usual,” recalled Dewar, about how the idea behind 
Sockathon came to be. “I thought, I can’t imagine what 

people who don’t have proper shelter or proper cloth-
ing are going through. How are they keeping warm?”

Dewar has once again launched a GoFundMe cam-
paign, where people can donate and she will use that 
money to purchase pairs of socks. 

She delivers the socks to support programs run by 
the Kanata Food Cupboard and the Chrysalis House 
shelter. 

“When I contacted a lot of these organizations, I found 
out that socks were one of the most pressing needs, but 
they were the least donated or thought of items,” con-
tinued Dewar. “Every dollar counts. Every pair of socks 
to keep someone warm over the winter counts. I believe 
this community can once again be a support system.”

Dewar is also an author and will donate proceeds from 
the sale of her book, Happiness by You, to the Sockathon 
campaign.

For more information, visit gofund.me/43271fdd. 
anil@ottawavoice.ca 

Photo provided
Olga Dewar launched the seventh annual Sockathon 
campaign. 

West Ottawa Ladies Chorus spreading Christmas cheer virtually

OLG

A Million Reasons 
To Smile

Sandra Pilgrim-Stark of 
Kanata was all smiles after 
winning a guaranteed one 
million dollar prize in last 
month’s 2021 Lotto 6/49 
draw.  The retired nurse 
plans to pay her mortgage, 
share the winnings with 
her children and invest in 
her future. The winning 
ticket was purchased  at 
Real Canadian Superstore 
on Eagleson Road. She was 
about to  replay her ticket 
when she heard the winning 
jingle go off in the store. 
When she found out how 
much she won, she was 
overcome with emotion. 
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COMMUNITY BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CALL 613-458-6423 TO RESERVE YOUR SPOT!

Dwell Tectonics Ltd.
• Renovations • Restorations • Bathrooms

• Kitchens • In-Law Suites • Basements
• Water Damage Repair

Richard Balon
rpbalon@gmail.com•613-220-1594

References available•Insured•Serving Ottawa for Over 30 Years

HOME IMPROVEMENT

• Drywall• Drywall
• Taping• Taping
• Stippled Ceiling Repairs• Stippled Ceiling Repairs
• Painting• Painting

• Custom Basements• Custom Basements
• Decks• Decks
• Repairs of all kinds
• New Additions and Garages

KANATA DRYWALL
& RENOVATIONS

Fixing Kanata walls for 25 years
Call Chris (613) 724-7376

chris9charlebois@hotmail.com

L
S

s
d Garagesd Garages

ears
6

HOME IMPROVEMENT

The Odd Job Man

Drywall & repairs•Tile & fl oor•Deck & fence
Carpentry work•Kitchen & bath•Painting
Plumbing & electrical• Garden & design

THERE IS NO JOB TOO SMALL FOR US!

www.theoddjobman.ca•613-220-5488•info@theoddjobman.cawww.theoddjobman.ca•613-220-5488•info@theoddjobman.ca

HANDY MAN

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE NOW!
ECRA & ESA Certified License #7004993

Email: centennial.electric@bell.net
Phone: (613) 229-1678 

Centennial ElectricCentennial Electric
• Commercial     • Residential• Commercial     • Residential

• Kitchen     • Basement• Kitchen     • Basement

ELECTRICIAN

CUSTOM CARPENTRY
Finished Basements

20 Years’ experience • Fully Insured
References Available

JM
Jeffrey Martin  (613) 796-7859 CELL

www.jmcustomcarpentry.ca

HOME IMPROVEMENT

McConville Movers
 Piano Moving Specialists
 613.749.2673 | 613.725.3940
 mcconvillemovers@gmail.com
 www.mcconvillemovers.ca

PIANO MOVERS HOUSE CLEANING

Fully Insured. Independently Owned and Operated in Ottawa since 1998. *Electrical work performed by ECRA contractors.

613-723-5021
Ottawa.handymanconnection.com

Carpentry • Electrical* • Plumbing
Kitchen & Bath Remodels

• Painting • General Repairs

One Call Gets the Things 
You Want Done...DONE!

HANDY MAN

VISIONVISION
IRON WORKSIRON WORKS

Steel custom-made railings and wall railings.
For everyone you care about. Safety goes a long way.

TERRY • 613-796-2539

3 SWEETNAM DR., BUILDING 1. #144, STITTSVILLE
VISIONIRONWORKS@GMAIL.COM WWW.VISIONIRONWORKS.COM

FREE ESTIMATES

IRON WORKS
• Junk & Clutter Removal
• Estate & Moving Cleanouts
• Fences & Decks Torn Down
• Construction & Reno Debris
• Lawn & Garden Waste, Trees Cut
• Small Shed & Building Demolition

CHEAP RATES • NO-NONSENSE
ALWAYS AVAILABLE

613-899-7269

JUNK REMOVAL

Small Renos • Trim Install • Handyman • Spray painting • Small Repairs

PAINTING

HUNT’S
PAINTING

Scott Hunt • 613-612-9727
hunts-painting@rogers.com

• FREE Estimates
• Drywall & minor repairs

BRINGING HOMES TO LIFE

PAINTING

Ray’s Tree Removal Service
• Trimming
• Stump Removal

Same Day / Emergency Service

Senior
Discount25%

FullyFully
InsuredInsured 613-850-4444

TREE SERVICES

Commercial or Residential
thewaterdoctor.ca • 613-880-0587

WE’RE THERE FOR YOU WHEN YOUR WATER BREAKS
� Plumbing
� Water Treatment
� Softeners
� U.V. Sterilizers
� Water Pumps
� Wells & Extensions

WATER

THIS SPACE COULD BE YOURS! PLEASE CALL 61345VOICE (6134586423) TO FIND OUT HOW.

PAUL SWINWOOD
DESIGNDESIGN

Web Design • Graphic DesignWeb Design • Graphic Design

paulswinwooddesign.compaulswinwooddesign.com

GRAPHIC DESIGN
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Kanata teams tops in tourney
The Kanata Girls Hockey Association hosted the 38th annual competitive tournament from Nov. 12 until Nov. 14 at various rinks across Kanata, including the Bell Sensplex 

and the Kanata Recreation Complex.  Four Kanata teams, clockwise from left,  the U11 AA team, the  U11 B squad, the U18 B team, and the U13 C club all came away as 
winners, capturing gold medals in their respective divisions. 

Photos courtesy of Bell Sensplex staff
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Do you desire to work for an organization where personal 
growth and development are a top priority? Are you 
interested in working with a vulnerable population where 
you can make a difference in the lives you serve while 
feeling confi dent that you have the skills and tools to be 
successful? If you answered yes to any of these, then 
Home Instead has an opportunity for you!

Home Instead provides a variety of services that allow 
seniors to remain in their homes and meet the challenges 
of aging with dignity and compassion. Home Instead 
loves their CAREGivers and understands that highly 
motivated, productive, and confi dent CAREGivers equal 
happy clients.

Benefi ts of Home Instead:
• We offer a family/team culture where you will feel 

supported by our reliable offi ce staff 24hours a day.
• Because safety and well being are of top priority, 

you will receive all required training and PPE
• We offer a best-in-class training and development 

program with free courses through our online learning 
platform and offer opportunities for advancement.

210 – 260 Hearst Way, Kanata
Phone: 613-599-6906

Email: shaun.sullivan@HomeInstead.com 
www.HomeInsteadOttawa.ca

Skater accomplishes history making moment with club

BY ANIL JHALLI

Makya Bertrand is the first 
male skater ever from the 
Glen Cairn Skating Club 
(GCSC) to qualify for the 

Skate Canada Challenge.
The student at l’École 

Élémentaire et Secondaire 
P u b l i q u e  M a u r i c e -
Lapointe in Bridlewood 
will compete at the 2021 

Skate Canada Challenge 
in Regina from Dec. 1 until 
Dec. 5. 

“Even before I quali-
fied, I didn’t know that no 
male from the club had 

ever qualified for the chal-
lenge,” said Makya. “It’s a 
cool feeling and a real hon-
our, and the fact that I am 
the first, it’s really special 
to make the club proud.”

Makya has been skating 
with the GCSC for the past 
three years and started his 
figure skating journey at 
the age of nine. He was the 
senior skater recipient of 
the STARSkate Award of 
Excellence by the skating 
club based out of the Jack 
Charron Arena earlier 
this year during a virtual 
awards ceremony. 

He was one of two skat-
ers from Ottawa who 
competed at the 2021 
Skate Ontario Sectional 
Championships earlier 
this month who success-
fully qualified for the 
Skate Canada Challenge 
in December. 

“I just wanted to go out 
there at sectionals and do 
my best,” said Makya. “The 
fact that I qualified for the 
Skate Canada Challenge 
just proved all my hard 
work is paying off.”

Makya is back to a 
pre-pandemic skating 
schedule. 

“It’s exciting and I am 

really thrilled to be back 
on the ice training more 
often,” he said. 

He  is training six days a 
week ahead of the Regina 
event, combining nearly 
two and a half hours of on 
ice and off ice training. 

He had been working on 
landing a double axel in 
time for sectionals. 

“It’s rewarding, and feels 
good when I finally landed 

one,” he added. “It’s been 
a long time just going 
through the motions and 
working on making the 
move.”

Now, he has his sights on 
making the club proud 
once again in Regina. 

“I can only focus on what 
I am doing, and I just want 
to go out there and give it 
my all,” said Makya. 

anil@ottawavoice.ca 

Photo provided
Makya Bertrand is the first male skater in the history of the Glen Cairn Skating Club to qualify 
for the Skate Canada Challenge. 
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HAZELDEAN GARDENS RETIREMENT RESIDENCE
6130 Hazeldean Road, Stittsville K2S 2M2         www.hazeldeangardens.ca

CALL 613-903-6949 FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO SCHEDULE A TOUR.CALL 613-903-6949 FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO SCHEDULE A TOUR.

The Ottawa area’s premier
retirement residence located nearby

in the heart of Stittsville

WHICH OPTION DO YOU WHICH OPTION DO YOU 
CHOOSE THIS WINTER?CHOOSE THIS WINTER?

Whether Hazeldean Gardens becomes your Whether Hazeldean Gardens becomes your 
new home, or is just an escape from winter new home, or is just an escape from winter 
and feelings of isolation, you’ll enjoy all that and feelings of isolation, you’ll enjoy all that 
we have to offer.we have to offer.


