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www.maverickskanata.comDrop In or Pre-Order Online!
Fall Donut Collection is here for a limited time!
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Free consultations. No fees until we settle.
Disability insurance denials, car crashes, wrongful dismissal,

slip and fall accidents and medical malpractice.
Call today 613-599-3535 or www.gironeslawyers.com

You have nothing to lose and so much to gain.

Roads, emergency 
services get 

funding boost

Photo provided
Ava James-Sidoli poses with her baby cousin, Alina, in front of the outdoor Christmas display she has created at her family’s 
west end home, which is all part of a 2021 fundraising campaign for the Ottawa Food Bank. Ava, 15, a student at Holy Trinity 
Catholic High School, was named the Ottawa Food Bank’s Holiday Ambassador for 2021, and is aiming to collect $20,000 for 
the Ottawa Food Bank for her latest fundraising initiative. For more on this story, please see page 8. 

Making A DifferenceMaking A Difference

BY PATRICK UGUCCIONI

The City of Ottawa’s 2022 
draft budget includes 
$427.3 million in capital 
funding for transportation 
infrastructure. 

According to a City re-
lease, the funding will help 
improve roads, bridges, 
culverts, sidewalks, path-
ways and intersections, 
and includes investments 
in integrated infrastruc-
ture projects and lifecycle 
replacements for the City’s 
fleet. 

The City’s roads, parking, 
traffic, transportation and 
fleet services would have a 
gross operating budget of 
$338 million.

The capital budget pro-
vides $194 million for the 
integrated program, which 
includes $76 million for 
road resurfacing.

 The program also in-
cludes $118 million for in-
tegrated projects, which 
reduce costs by coordi-
nating underground in-
frastructure work with 
reconstruction of roads, 
curbs, sidewalks and 
pathways. 

Another $62 million will 
fund major road construc-
tion projects. The City has 
committed $43 million to 
renew and replace fleet 
vehicles and equipment 
and $11.5 million to renew 
pedestrian and cycling 
infrastructure.

Council considering 
draft budget 

this week

PLEASE SEE BOOST, PAGE 9
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Safe, Happy, and Connected

Located in your neighbourhood at 480 Brigitta Street

Just 2 minutes from the Superstore in Kanata.

BridlewoodRetirement.com

Relax and enjoy the winter months in a comfortable suite

in our vibrant community. While everyone on your block

is out shoveling, shopping, and shivering, you’ll be warm

inside enjoying fun and entertainment.

• O�ering a full continuum of care: Independent Living,

 Assisted Living and Memory Care

• As well as a variety of daily activities and group outings

 to keep residents safe, happy and connected

Reserve your private tour  of Bridlewood Trails by

contacting Aimee at 613-595-1116 today!

Assisted Living
& Memory Care
Suites Available
for Immediate

Occupancy 

Top Questions to Ask Yourself Before You Renovate your Kitchen

1. Set your priorities. Know what’s important to you. Who uses the kitchen?
Family focused/ Cooks’ kitchen/ Entertaining kitchen or Showpiece. How is it used?

2. What is being changed?  Appliances, cabinets, cabinet hardware, counters,
sinks and faucets, flooring, lighting, wall finishes, ventilation and window coverings.

A Great Kitchen Starts with a Great Design, We listen and Beautiful Happens
Book an information call at cpiinteriors.ca/book

Catherine Pulcine, Principal/Lead Designer
613-599-5564 • www.cpiinteriors.ca

Anil Jhalli photo
Making Spirits Bright

From left, Danny Gress, Wyatt Gress, Bucky the Bridlewood Beaver, Zoe Gress and Maddy 
Favreau celebrate the Christmas spirit during the Bridlewood Community Association’s 
annual tree lighting ceremony at the Eva James Community Centre on Stonehaven Drive on 
Nov. 16. The yearly tradition is in partnership with Kanata South Coun. Allan Hubley. 
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The Lounge is now open from noon to 4:00 
every Saturday. Come on in and say hello 
and see what’s new. Hope to see you soon!

Bottle Drive to Raise Funds 
Please drop off beer/wine bottles and cans the back 

door of the Kanata Legion on Hines Rd. If you 
would like them picked up, please contact 

Lorraine 613-831-8319 or email 
lmlapensee@sympatico.ca to arrange a pick up. 

We also encourage everyone to get 
vaccinated, so we can all stay safe.

MUGS WANTED 

 The Kanata Legion non-competitive 
Dart League 

            We meet every Thursday night from  
           7:00-9:30 pm. No experience  

            necessary. Admission is just $5.  
 Proof of double vaccine is required. 

Merry Christmas

Please donate your old mugs to the 

Centre 454, The Well / La Source, 

and St. Luke's Table,  among many others, as 
they are much needed to serve hot coffee to the 
homeless and needy citizens in our city.

Please drop them off to the back door of the Kanata Legion, 

Branch 638 at 70 HINES ROAD, Kanata.

(Not the Legion Headquarters on Aird Rd.) 

The Royal Canadian Legion
      Kanata Branch 638
Invites everyone to consider
joining your Kanata Branch 
638 to help make a difference 
to our Veterans.
You do not have to have served in 
our armed forces to join. 

For more information please call
 Brenda Grant at 613-863-4051

613-45-VOICE (613-458-6423)
Visit us at www.ottawavoice.ca

UPCOMING UPCOMING 
ISSUESISSUES
We publish every 2nd week and mail
to every home, apartment & business

Publication Date Submission deadline

December 16..........December 9

January 13 ............January 6

January 27 ............January 20

WOCRC board names new executive director 
BY ANIL JHALLI

The Western Ottawa 
Community Resource 
Centre ( WOCRC) has 
landed its new executive 
director. 

Leigh Couture began her 
new role at the WOCRC on 
Dec.1. 

“She (Couture) is a fan-
tastic fit and she has a 
proven track record of 
advocating for health, 
mental health, children, 
youth, seniors and em-
ployment services,” said 
Gina Grosenick, the chair 
of the board of the WOCRC 
who was part of the re-
cruitment process for a 
new executive director at 
the Kanata South based 
facility.

Grosenick said Couture 
was one of four individu-
als who were shortlisted in 
the final phase of the inter-
view process. 

The search for a new 

executive director began 
in the late summer of 
this year after Michelle 
Hurtubise announced she 
was leaving the WOCRC to 
become the executive di-
rector at the Centretown 
C o m m u n i t y  He a l t h 
Centre. 

“We will always be thank-
ful for Michelle and the 
work she did during her 
time with us,” added 
Grosenick. “We are start-
ing this new journey with 
Leigh and when we were 
going through the recruit-
ment process, there was a 
part of me that always new 
Leigh was the right person 
for this position. She fits all 
the boxes.”

Couture brings knowl-
edge and experience from 
several senior level social 
service roles in Ottawa, in-
cluding as director of com-
munity health services at 
the Pinecrest-Queensway 
Community Health Centre 

and as the joint associ-
ate executive director at 
Youturn Youth Support 
Services and Roberts 
Smart Centre.

“I am really excited to 
start this new journey in 
my career,” said Couture. 

“I know how important the 
WOCRC is to many people 
and the programs and ser-
vices that we offer to many 
individuals are critical.”

Couture brings direct 
knowledge of community 
development and reduc-
ing access barriers for 
marginalized residents 
in low income and social 
housing neighbourhoods.

Her insight into the local 
issues and relationships 
with many key partners 
and residents will be an 
asset to the WOCRC. 

She holds a bachelor’s 
degree in sociology, an-
thropology and law from 
Carleton University and 
took a mini-MBA execu-
tive development course 
at McGill University. 

She attended the Rotman 
School of Management 
for Advanced Health 
Leadership.

“We are serving a vast 
number of people in many 
different communities,” 
said Couture. “The oppor-
tunity to serve and help so 
many people is something 
I am really looking forward 
to and to be part of an or-
ganization that strives on 
the importance of serving 
the community is some-
thing that really drew me 
here.”

anil@ottawavoice.ca 

Anil Jhalli photo
Leigh Couture is the new executive director of the Western 
Ottawa Community Resource Centre. 
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BY STEVE DESROCHES 
@SteveDesroches

There is a very old saying 
that you can’t beat city hall. 

But there are times when 
city hall does not win the 
day even when the issue 
aligns with the democratic 
wishes of a majority of local 
residents. 

As a municipal leader, 
there are times when the 
Canadian Constitution, also 
known as the British North 

America Act, shows its age. 
The founding document is 

over 150 years old and was 
approved at a time when the 
Canadian population was 
mainly rural. 

At the time, Canada was a 
different country.  According 
to Statistics Canada, by 
the middle of nineteenth 
century, about 9 out of 10 
Canadians lived in rural 
areas supported by the ag-
riculture and national re-
source sectors. 

Cities were not a big deal 
then like they are now. It 
was perhaps no surprise 
at the time that Canada’s 
nascent municipal gov-
ernments were assigned a 
minor role in the country’s 
charter legislation. When it 
comes to municipal powers 
set out in the Constitution, 

the framers at the time gave 
the Canadian provinces re-
sponsibility for “municipal 
institutions in the province.” 

From these early roots, 
cities, villages and towns 
across Canada became 
known as “creatures of the 
province” because of their 
subservient position in the 
Constitution. 

The country has evolved 
over time with cities and 
urban areas playing a key 
role as powerful economic 
engines. 

But two recent local events 
have shown the city’s limited 
powers. The first is the city’s 
efforts to improve the unat-
tractive urban landscape of 
the Merivale strip. The city 
had hoped to block a storage 
building but was overturned 
at the provincial Ontario 

Land Tribunal. 
The municipal overseer’s 

mandate is to serve as the 
appeal body for local plan-
ning decisions. It is interest-
ing to note that the federal 
and provincial governments 
do not have this kind of 
oversight with the ability to 
overturn decisions by local 
and democratically elected 
decision-makers. 

The second case is the in-
famous case involving the 
Kanata Golf and Country 
Club where ClubLink, the 
operator of the golf course, 
hopes to build 1,500 homes 
through a redevelopment 
plan that casts aside a 
40-year-old agreement to 
keep the links as greenspace. 

A recent legal case sided 
with ClubLink and ruled 
that the golf course owners 
were basically not bound by 
old agreements. With limit-
ed powers, the city will likely 

need to tag team with the 
powerful provincial govern-
ment towards an outcome 
favoured by local residents. 

Many Kanata residents are 
hoping that the joint pow-
ers of the municipal and 
provincial governments 
can stop the development 
similar to the case with the 
Glen Abbey golf course in 
Oakville. 

It is hard to fathom that 
some small provinces 
have more powers than a 
few major Canadian cities. 
Despite the fact that many 
of us love Prince Edward 
Island! On the flip side 
the province has hinted 
in the past that additional 
powers for municipalities 
would logically come with 
the full responsibilities 
of taxation and financial 
independence. 

The cities cannot have 
the best of both worlds of 

greater powers combined 
with services paid for by an-
other level of government. 
Look no further than some 
US cities that have the full 
self-government powers of 
taxation, sales tax and defi-
cit spending.  

Many are in terrible finan-
cial straits.  Despite the var-
ied powers across Canadian 
jurisdiction there is only one 
taxpayer. We can only hope 
the three levels of govern-
ment work together towards 
best outcomes. 

There are simply some 
days when you remember 
what former British Prime 
Minister Winston Churchill 
once said: “Democracy is the 
worst form of Government 
except for all those other 
forms that have been tried 
from time to time.”  

Steve Desroches is a for-
mer City of Ottawa coun-
cillor and deputy-mayor.

OP-ED: Cities have limited powers

Twisting in the wind
With the province stepping in to call a public inquiry 

into the LRT mess in Ottawa, the City’s Auditor 
General Nathalie Gougeon has been left twisting 
in the wind about what scope her investigation 
should take as she waits to hear how deep the Ford 
government wishes to delve into the fiasco.

Whether it’s a public inquiry or AG investigation 
or both, the public needs answers on many fronts.

Such as: what was the professional, technical 
and work experience of the person, specific to 
trains used for commuters, when they were hired 
as the chief procurement officer for the City’s 
rail implementation office. Was the position 
advertised and, if not, why not? Was this person 
even interviewed for the position? If so, by whom? 
What did this person do before they were hired for 
the largest infrastructure project ever undertaken in 
this city and who did they report directly to? 

And what were the qualifications of the head of the 
rail office to put together the promised world class 
light rail system? Again, was this person’s hiring a 
competitive process. What was their professional 
and technical expertise to lead this project. Did 
city management search the globe for the most 
qualified candidate to steer a multi-billion transit 

transformation to the starting line or were they told 
who to hire? 

Council and the public was told not to worry, that 
management had the proper controls in place to 
avoid anything untoward from happening. 

In fact, we were told that the city solicitor looked 
into the matter. Were his findings ever provided to 
council outside confirmation of councillors’ que-
ries? And why wasn’t the allegation handed over to 
the integrity commissioner of the day for a proper 
vetting?

We know, thanks to the former head of the regional 
council prior to the city’s unification, Bob Chiarelli, 
that a one-time consultant who billed the City 
millions during the procurement, design and 
build of the light rail system, was getting nervous 
when Chiarelli had publicly supported outspoken 
councillors in their call for a judicial inquiry into the 
mess.

You know who you are screwing with this support 
for the judicial inquiry right?, the consultant wrote 
in a vitriolic email to Chiarelli.

Only a public inquiry, with the province pulling the 
strings, not our council-appointed AG, can answer 
that.
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Grand OpeningGrand Opening
Come check out our new store just in time for the 

Holidays! Fitted with a wide selection of brand-new 
products, our new location is ready to handle your 

holiday shopping needs! 

New StoreNew Store

Now Located at 255 Kanata 
Avenue in Centrum!

www.graceinthekitchen.ca613.521.4818

1.5%%LISTING
COMMISION

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE DOESN’T
HAVE TO BE EXPENSIVE!

613-203-2348
megkennedyottawa@gmail.com

*based on 5% commission

Thinking of buying or selling?
I understand today’s real estate
process, I’m local and can help.

Call Me First!

Real Estate | Mortgages | Wills & Estates
Gateway Business Park | 300 March Rd., Suite 601, Kanata, ON  K2K 2E2

Phone: 613-592-6290 | amk-law.ca

AdamMillerKelly P r o f e s s i o n a l  C o r p o r a t i o n
Lawyers

Mary Miller Jennifer Gaspar Robert Pacan

Providing legal 
services to 
Kanata-Stittsville 
and surrounding 
areas for more 
than 30 years.

Anil Jhalli photo
Jingle All The Way

P.J Rose, a member of the Kanata Legion’s Ladies’ Auxiliary and longtime Kanata Legion 
member, was one of the many volunteers who welcomed people to the Ladies’ Auxiliary’s 
annual Christmas Bazaar on Saturday, Nov. 27 at the Kanata Legion branch on Hines Road. 
The popular yearly tradition featured the sale not only of books, but of Christmas decorations, 
collectibles, puzzles, home-made baked goods, books and more. COVID-19 protocols were in 
place with shoppers required to have their own bags.
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CCoouunncciilllloorr  AAllllaann  HHuubblleeyy’’ss  AAnnnnuuaall  
KKaannaattaa  SSoouutthh  WWaaggoonn  RRiiddeess  aarree  bbaacckk!!  

I hope you can join me to see the 
beautifully decorated homes 
around our community! 
December 7th & 8th, Castlefrank School, 
55 McCurdy Drive 

December 9th, Kristina Kiss Park, 100   
Akerson Road 

December 13th and 14th, St. Martin de 
Porres School, 20 McKitrick Drive 

December 16th, Crownridge Park,  

290 Meadowbreeze Drive 

These events are weather dependent, so please check FB and my  
website before heading out. CouncillorAllanHubley.ca                
Face masks must be worn by those who can while on the wagon. 
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There is so much to be part 
of at Wildpine and we 
can’t wait to welcome 
you home.

Call 613-914-1412 to 
book your Covid safe, 
in person tour now.

Join us this winter for a stress-free stay with 
new friends, in our beautiful community.

Winter is 
Warm & Cozy 
at Wildpine! 
Fun & Festive 
too!

Reserve before December 31st with a 
move before February 1st and enjoy 
up to $2500 in move-in bonuses.

10 Wildpine Court, Stittsville     wildpineresidence.ca

Only two One-Bedroom Suites left!

PUT YOUR
MONEY WHERE
YOUR HEART IS.

Let 30 Year Experience
WORK FOR YOU!

OTTAWA
402-1376 Bank St.

613-321-8259
Mon-Wed

TORONTO
1099 Kingston Rd #231

647-942-1477
Thurs-Sat

RAJ SHARMA
accurateaccounting@rogers.com

www.accurateaccountingcanada.com

265 CYD ST. OTTAWA BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

YOURYOUR
VOICEVOICE

for community newsfor community news
and information thatand information that
affects YOU!affects YOU!

Thinking
of wine

for
Christmas?

Christmas program starts 
SUBMITTED TO YOUR COMMUNITY VOICE

The West Carleton Food Access Centre is organizing the 
annual Christmas Basket Program to help neighbours and 
friends who need assistance at Christmastime.

If you would like extra help this Christmas and are a resident 
of West Carleton, please contact the centre in strictest con-
fidence at 613-832-5685. Leave a message with your name 
and contact number and a volunteer will return your call to 
make the necessary arrangements with you. The deadline 
for requests is Dec. 15. Please note that because of COVID-19 
packages will not be delivered to your residence. Packages 
must be picked up at the WCFAC site at 5670 Carp Rd. You 
will receive further instructions when you place an order.

HOW YOU CAN HELP
Local residents, local businesses, clubs and churches can 

help. Due to the pandemic the Christmas program will take 
on a different format. Food bank chair Mary Braun said all 
monetary donations will be put towards gift cards, the same 
format as last year.Clients will then be given appointments 
to come and pick up cards.

“That worked really well last year,” Braun said.
Monetary donations would be greatly appreciated. All do-

nations over $20 will receive a tax receipt. You can make a 
cheque payable to West Carleton Food Access Centre or an 
e transfer with a memo of “Christmas program,” and mail to 
West Carleton Food Access Centre, 5670 Carp Rd., Kinburn 
ON, K0A 2H0 or e-transfer to WCfoodaid@gmail.com. Be 
sure to include your mailing address.

Nevil Hunt photo
Kings Of The Gridiron

Kanata Knights peewee team captain Dylan Benoit holds the 
National Capital Amateur Football Association trophy after 
the Knights defeated the Nepean Eagles 55-0 in the peewee 
final on Nov. 7. Kanata went 6-0 in the regular season and 
won both playoff games, giving up just six points all season.

City and TiE Ottawa honour Kanata South entrepreneur
BY ANIL JHALLI

For all that she’s accomplished since coming to Canada, 
Ihsan Habbal’s hard work hasn’t gone unnoticed. 

Habbal, who operates a Lunch Lady program and a ca-
tering business, Sweet Hits, in the Kanata South Business 
Park off Michael Cowpland Drive, was recently honoured 
by the City of Ottawa and the Ottawa chapter of The Indus 
Entrepreneurs (TiE),a global association that provides a 
network for entrepreneurs to connect, share ideas and 
gain mentorship opportunities with a 2021 Immigrant 
Entrepreneur Award. 

Presented annually since 2012, the award acknowl-
edges the business success of individuals born outside 
of Canada who now call Ottawa home, while making  
considerable contribution to the local economy.

“The individuals we are honouring are innovators who 
demonstrate both entrepreneurial and community spir-
it,” Mayor Jim Watson said at a virtual ceremony on Nov. 
23. “They represent the entrepreneurial spirit that thrives 

in our community and demonstrate that Ottawa contin-
ues to be a great place to start a business.”

The Lunch Lady initiative offers people a chance to 
buy healthy and fresh meals for their kids during the 
school year. Her other business venture, Sweet Hits, is a 
full fledged catering service for any occasion. 

“When I received the e-mail that I was receiving this 
award, I was just shocked and I honestly couldn’t believe 
what I was reading,” said Habbal,  a resident of Trailwest 
in Kanata’s south end.  “It was unexpected, and it just 
shows people have seen how far I have come.”

She’s humbled, honoured and privileged for the rec-
ognition, and is thankful to a community that has em-
braced her both personally and professionally since she 
made Ottawa home in 2010. 

“I have worked very hard to get to where I am, and I 
honestly thank everyone that I have met along the way 
and have worked with who have helped me get to where 
I am,” said Habbal. 

anil@ottawavoice.ca 

Anil Jhalli photo
Ihsan Habbal is one of the recipients of a 2021 Immigrant 
Entrepreneur Award.

BY COMMUNITY VOICE STAFF

The Kanata Seniors’ 
Ladies Craft Group hosts 
its traditional Christmas 
craft sale on Friday, Dec. 

10, from 10 a.m. to 1.pm. at 
the Kanata Seniors’ Centre 
at 2500 Campeau Drive.

Get a head start on items 
for yourself or gifts for 
somebody on your list. 

There will be a wide se-
lection of knitted or cro-
cheted scarves, mitts, 
toques, slippers, socks, 
sweaters, shawls, afghans 
and baby items, as well 

as placemats, cards, dish 
towels, toys and bibs for 
all ages.

There will of course be 
Christmas items ranging 
from tree skirts, to pillows, 

tablecloths, stockings, 
wall hangings and tree 
ornaments. All are made 
with love and all reason-
ably priced.

COVID-19 protocols are 

to be followed.  Masks are 
a must (check out the wide 
selection of festive masks 
on sale) and hand sanitiz-
er  will be available.

editorial@ottawavoice.ca

Visit the Kanata Seniors’ Centre for a craft sale this Friday
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By: Jim Watson, Mayor
I’ve heard people say that I would go to the opening of an 
envelope, alluding to the fact that I love to congratulate small 
business owners on an important milestone and thank them for 
investing in our city.
Running a small business is one of the biggest risks someone 
can take on in life, and it can be challenging at the best of 
times. Add a pandemic to the equation and it makes things 
nearly impossible. Lockdowns, talent shortages, constant rule 
changes… You name it, Ottawa’s small business owners have 
been through it all. 
While Ontario municipalities don’t have much in their toolkits 
to help out, I am proud that we were one of the fi rst cities to 
consider and implement a Small Business Property Tax Subclass. 
Eligible properties will automatically receive the new discount 
based on eligibility criteria related to property use, property 
size, and extensive consultation with key business organizations. 
On October 13, City Council approved the new tax subclass, 
providing small businesses at eligible properties with a 
permanent 15% reduction in property taxes phased in over two 
years at 7.5% per year. 
The new tax will benefi t 5,800 properties or over 10,000 small 
businesses, in recognition of the contribution of small businesses 
to employment, neighbourhood vibrancy, and quality of life. 
It’s important to note that this discount to small businesses will 
have no impact on residential property taxes, as the larger 
commercial and industrial properties will absorb the difference. 
Below are a few examples of the benefi ts of this new subclass 
for our small businesses:
• a food store in Manotick will see a reduction of $265 in 

municipal taxes over 2 years;
• a restaurant on Richmond Road will see a decrease of 

$3,300 in municipal taxes over 2 years;
• a small bicycle shop on St. Joseph Boulevard in Orléans 

will see a reduction of $1,620 in municipal taxes over 2 
years; and

• a small automotive trailer shop on Stittsville Main Street will 
see a decrease of $3,500 in municipal taxes over 2 years. 

A special thanks goes out to our BIAs for their strong advocacy 
and collaboration, to the business owners for their patience, 
and to the employees of these establishments that have been in 
a constant limbo over the past twenty months.
With the holidays just around the corner, please consider 
supporting your local shops and restaurants instead of buying 
from big box stores. Now more than ever, your support is 
needed.
For more information, please visit ottawa.ca/taxes.

Small businesses getting a
helping hand from the City

There is so much to be part 
of at Wildpine and we 
can’t wait to welcome 
you home.

Call 613-914-1412 to 
book your Covid safe, 
in person tour now.

Join us this winter for a stress-free stay with 
new friends, in our beautiful community.

Winter is 
Warm & Cozy 
at Wildpine! 
Fun & Festive 
too!

Reserve before December 31st with a 
move before February 1st and enjoy 
up to $2500 in move-in bonuses.

10 Wildpine Court, Stittsville     wildpineresidence.ca

Only two One-Bedroom Suites left!

Financial executive and community 
builder wins provincial Liberal nomination
BY ANIL JHALLI

A r c a d i a  r e s i d e n t 
Shahbaz Syed will carry 
the Liberal colours in the 
Kanata-Carleton riding 
in the 2022 provincial 
election.

The financial executive 
and active community 
volunteer has had politi-
cal aspirations for some 
time. 

“I spoke with many of 
my friends and family 
before I ultimately made 
the decision to enter the 
political field,” said Syed, 
who came to Canada 
in 2010 and settled in 
Kanata’s north end in 
2014. 

Syed received the vote 
of confidence of Liberal 
supporters after winning 
the nomination for the 
Kanata-Carleton riding 

in a virtual nomination 
meeting on Nov. 24. 

“I  think people are 
looking for a fresh new 
change,” he added. “I love 
where I live, and I want to 
help build communities 
together and provide that 
strong voice.”

He plans to address 
issues such as rural 
Internet connectivity, 
childcare, hospital wait 
times and supporting 
long-term care facilities. 

“ I want to hear people 
and promise them they 
will always have a voice 
for what is important 
to them,” said the hus-
band and father of four 
children. 

Syed noted housing af-
fordability has become 
an issue, especially since 
the onset of the COVID-
19 pandemic. 

“Young members of our 
community are finding it 
increasingly difficult to 
invest in their first home,” 
Syed stressed. “Housing 
developments should be 

done in an environmen-
tally sustainable manner 
while keeping affordabil-
ity in mind.”

Addressing healthcare 
was one of the main rea-
sons Syed decided to run.  

“We take pride in our 
healthcare system, but 
sometimes we encoun-
ter the inefficiencies 
that must be removed,” 
he said. “Our seniors 
must be looked after, 
and our long-term care 
infrastructure must be 
properly managed and 
governed.”

With Kanata North 
being home to the coun-
try’s largest technology 
park, Syed sees the op-
portunity for the more 
than 500 businesses lo-
cated in the Kanata North 
Technology Park to be a 
driving force for contin-
ued economic growth. 

“I’d like to focus on mak-
ing Kanata a preferred 
foreign direct investment 
destination especially in 
the high-tech area,” said 
Syed. “We boast about 
being the largest tech 
park in Canada, and we 
are in a good position 
with the plethora of tal-
ent around us.”

anil@ottawavoice.ca 

Photo provided
Shahbaz Syed is the Ontario Liberal Party’s candidate for the 
Kanata-Carleton riding in next summer’s provincial election.
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Ryan Photography 613.599.5363
www.jeffryan-photography.com

jeffryan@storm.ca
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ON SALE!ON SALE!

WE’RE YOUR FAIRY 

PORTRAIT SPECIALISTS!E’RE YOUR FAIRY

PROFESSIONAL 
PROFESSIONAL 

PHOTOGRAPHER
PHOTOGRAPHER

REPAIR YOURREPAIR YOUR
OLD PHOTOSOLD PHOTOS
FAMILY PORTRAITSFAMILY PORTRAITS
CHILDRENCHILDREN
MATERNITYMATERNITY
CLASSICALCLASSICAL
BLACK & WHITEBLACK & WHITE
FILM AND DIGITALFILM AND DIGITAL
DANCEDANCE
BUSINESSBUSINESS

Rockin’ around 
the living room,  join a virtual class today! ottawa.ca/recreation

Holy Trinity student named Holiday 
Ambassador for Ottawa Food Bank

BY ANIL JHALLI

Putting others before herself isn’t a new trait for 15-year-
old Ava James- Sidoli. 

Since the age of five, the now grade 10 student at Holy 
Trinity Catholic High School has been finding ways to 
put the needs of other before her own.

“When she was younger, she would always ask if I could 
pack an extra snack for her,” said Ava’s mom, Elizabeth 
Laffin-Sidoli. “She wanted to give that snack to a kid who 
didn’t have a snack that day.  She’s always been that person 
to think about others before herself.”

In 2019, Ava, with help from a team that includes her 
mom, launched the Only Takes One initiative which has 
supported the Kanata Food Cupboard, the Ottawa Food 
Bank ,the Canadian Cancer Society and the Boys and 
Girls Club of Ottawa. 

She’s done everything from raise money, to collecting 
food items and donating  backpacks for back-to-school 
programs.

“I have always told her, someone out there isn’t as lucky 
as you are,” continued the teenager’s mother. “She has re-
ally come a long way, and the work she is putting in and 
making a difference for many people, I am really proud 
of this young woman she’s becoming.”

In 2020, Ava was named the Association of Fundraising 
Professionals’ Ottawa Chapter’s Outstanding Youth 
Philanthropist for her continued support and advocacy 
for the Ottawa Food Bank. 

This year, the Holy Trinity student  was named the Ottawa 

Food Bank’s Holiday Ambassador and has launched a 
fundraising campaign for the Christmas season. 

‘“I am really thrilled to represent the Ottawa Food Bank 
this way,” said Ava. “There are people out there who need 
help, especially over the holidays which can be a difficult 
time for some people.”

Ava hopes to collect over 2,000 pounds worth of food 
and collect an additional $20,000 for the Ottawa Food 
Bank with her latest campaign which runs until Dec. 20. 

“The holidays for me means getting together with family 
and having dinner together and just being together at a 
special time,” said Ava. “I hope to give people who need 
help over the holidays that same feeling.”

Ava and her family created  a Winter Wonderland on the 
front lawn of her family home in Carp. 

The goal was to create a festive place for people who 
want to drop off food and monetary donations for the 
Ottawa Food Bank, and have a chance to meet Ava. 

“It’s for the kids mostly to come and enjoy themselves, 
take pictures and get in the festive spirit,” added Ava. 

For more information on Ava’s journey, contact only-
takesone2020@gmail.com.

At press time, Ava’s holiday fundraiser for the Ottawa 
Food Bank  collected nearly $14,000 which included a 
generous donation from Canadian superstar actor Ryan 
Reynolds.

To donate to the food drive, visit https://do-
n a t e. o t t a w a f o o d b a n k . c a / u i / H F D 2 0 2 1 / p /
OnlyTakesOneDreamTeam.

anil@ottawavoice.ca 

Anil Jhalli photos
Tarzan Is Coming

ABOVE LEFT: Stephen Beneteau plays Kerchak in Kanata Theatre Company’s production of Tarzan: The Stage Musical, which 
runs from Dec. 8 until Dec. 12, and again from Dec. 15 to Dec. 19 at the Ron Maslin Playhouse. It is the first production allowing 
a full capacity audience inside the theatre in nearly two years because of the COVID-19 pandemic. Visit kanatatheatre.ca for 
more information, including COVID-19 protocols when attending a show at the Ron Maslin Playhouse. 

ABOVE RIGHT: Anna Mirodin, left, plays Young Tarzan and Serita Fudlosid stars at Terk in Kanata Theatre Company’s 
production of Tarzan: The Stage Musical running later this month at the Ron Maslin Playhouse. 

Reach people close to home
Advertise in community newspapers.

In a world of global media, readers look to community 
newspapers to deliver what really matters most.
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COMMUNITY BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CALL 613-458-6423 TO RESERVE YOUR SPOT!

Dwell Tectonics Ltd.
• Renovations • Restorations • Bathrooms

• Kitchens • In-Law Suites • Basements
• Water Damage Repair

Richard Balon
rpbalon@gmail.com•613-220-1594

References available•Insured•Serving Ottawa for Over 30 Years

HOME IMPROVEMENT

• Drywall• Drywall
• Taping• Taping
• Stippled Ceiling Repairs• Stippled Ceiling Repairs
• Painting• Painting

• Custom Basements• Custom Basements
• Decks• Decks
• Repairs of all kinds
• New Additions and Garages

KANATA DRYWALL
& RENOVATIONS

Fixing Kanata walls for 25 years
Call Chris (613) 724-7376

chris9charlebois@hotmail.com

L
S

s
d Garagesd Garages

ears
6

HOME IMPROVEMENT

The Odd Job Man

Drywall & repairs•Tile & fl oor•Deck & fence
Carpentry work•Kitchen & bath•Painting
Plumbing & electrical• Garden & design

THERE IS NO JOB TOO SMALL FOR US!

www.theoddjobman.ca•613-220-5488•info@theoddjobman.cawww.theoddjobman.ca•613-220-5488•info@theoddjobman.ca

HANDY MAN

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE NOW!
ECRA & ESA Certified License #7004993

Email: centennial.electric@bell.net
Phone: (613) 229-1678 

Centennial ElectricCentennial Electric
• Commercial     • Residential• Commercial     • Residential

• Kitchen     • Basement• Kitchen     • Basement

ELECTRICIAN

CUSTOM CARPENTRY
Finished Basements

20 Years’ experience • Fully Insured
References Available

JM
Jeffrey Martin  (613) 796-7859 CELL

www.jmcustomcarpentry.ca

HOME IMPROVEMENT

McConville Movers
 Piano Moving Specialists
 613.749.2673 | 613.725.3940
 mcconvillemovers@gmail.com
 www.mcconvillemovers.ca

PIANO MOVERS

Fully Insured. Independently Owned and Operated in Ottawa since 1998. *Electrical work performed by ECRA contractors.

613-723-5021
Ottawa.handymanconnection.com

Carpentry • Electrical* • Plumbing
Kitchen & Bath Remodels

• Painting • General Repairs

One Call Gets the Things 
You Want Done...DONE!

HANDY MAN
• Junk & Clutter Removal
• Estate & Moving Cleanouts
• Fences & Decks Torn Down
• Construction & Reno Debris
• Lawn & Garden Waste, Trees Cut
• Small Shed & Building Demolition

CHEAP RATES • NO-NONSENSE
ALWAYS AVAILABLE

613-899-7269

JUNK REMOVAL

HUNT’S
PAINTING

Scott Hunt • 613-612-9727
hunts-painting@rogers.com

• FREE Estimates
• Drywall & minor repairs

BRINGING HOMES TO LIFE

PAINTING

Ray’s Tree Removal Service
• Trimming
• Stump Removal

Same Day / Emergency Service

Senior
Discount25%

FullyFully
InsuredInsured 613-850-4444

TREE SERVICES

Commercial or Residential
thewaterdoctor.ca • 613-880-0587

WE’RE THERE FOR YOU WHEN YOUR WATER BREAKS
� Plumbing
� Water Treatment
� Softeners
� U.V. Sterilizers
� Water Pumps
� Wells & Extensions

WATER

Residential &
Commercial

Services

HONEST  •  RELIABLE  •  EXPERIENCED

BEST BRAND
Painting & Renovations
Ottawa & Surrounding Areas

Brandon Generoux
343.987.5301

best.brand.upgrades@gmail.com

PAINTING

News

>>BOOST, FROM PAGE 1

An additional $7.2 million has been set 
aside for Strategic Road Safety Action 
Plan projects that seek to reduce fatali-
ties and major injury collisions. 

In 2022, the City will add automated 
speed cameras in another 12 school 
zones across the city and use the revenue 
generated from fines to fund road safety 
initiatives.

The roads operations budget would in-
crease by $3 million, bringing the total to 
$135.3 million. This increase is expected 

to help the City continue to maintain 
roads, sidewalks and pathways in the 
winter.

MORE PARAMEDICS
Further, the City’s Community and 

Protective Services Committee has rec-
ommended Council approve its a$1.4-
billion total gross operating budget.

One highlight includes addressing a 
growing population and increasing emer-
gency call volumes with the hiring of 14 
new paramedics and the purchase of 12 
new emergency vehicles to support them.

 Affordable and supportive housing will 
get a $17 million boost. This brings the 
City’s total investment in housing and 
homelessness to $51 million in this cur-
rent four-year Term of Council.

 As well, the draft budget invests close to 
$27 million for social service supports to 
Ottawa residents facing the greatest need.

The City has also committed $760,000 
for a dedicated team to continue work 
on the Community Safety and Well-Being 
Plan.

 There is also an additional set aside for 
the City’s long term care homes in order 

for staff to deliver three hours of daily per-
sonal care per resident, along with $7.2 
million to renovate the homes and to re-
place furniture and equipment.

 Lastly, $25.5 million has been ear-
marked to renew and enhance parks, 
recreation and cultural.

 Most recreation and cultural facility 
rental fees, admissions, memberships 
and program registrations are slated to 
increase by two per cent. 

 Council will consider the 2022 draft 
budget on Wednesday, December 8.

editorial@ottawavoice.ca
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WEEKLY SUNDAY BINGO NOW ON! 
STARTS AT 12:45PM

WIN UP TO $1300 - LIMITED TO 50 PEOPLE

1pm - Kanata Legion - 70 Hines Rd
For more info Call Clay: 613-301-2651

COVID 19 SAFETY PROTOCOLS IN PLACE

Thinking
of wine

for
Christmas?

Resident spearheads 
local ToastyToes 

fundraising campaign
BY ANIL JHALLI

It’s the final push for the 2021 ToastyToes Ottawa project. 
Launched in 2020 by Rebecca Fitzgerald, the campaign 

raises funds for organizations to buy new socks for people 
experiencing or at risk of homelessness in the nation’s 
capital.

“Socks are the most requested items but the least do-
nated or thought of items,” said Fitzgerald, who is from 
Glen Cairn and now lives in Stittsville. “Never underes-
timate the difference you can make with a pair of warm, 
dry socks.”

ToastyToes Ottawa has formed a partnership with 
the Ottawa Community Foundation (OCF) and  raised 
$1,100 and collected more than 1,250 pairs socks in 
2020. The Shepherds of Good Hope, Minwaashin Lodge 
and Chrysalis House all benefitted from donations. 

ToastyToes started in 2013 in Guelph, and has cam-
paigns in Kitchener, Waterloo and Ottawa.

“I was just inspired by what I was seeing and all these 
people just collecting socks so people can stay warm,” 
said Fitzgerald. “Around the holidays, if we can give some-
one some warmth and show we care, it really can bring 
a smile to their face.”

Monetary donations can be made online at https://
www.ocf-fco.ca/funds/toastytoes-ottawa-fund/.   The 
campaign runs until Dec. 10. Sock donations can also be 
dropped off at bins located at the sites of Kanata South 
Coun. Allan Hubley’s wagon rides. The schedule is avail-
able at the councillor’s website, councillorallanhubley.ca.

For more information, contact ToastyToesOttawa@
gmail.com. 

anil@ottawavoice.ca

Photos provided
Champions Of The Ice

ABOVE: The Kanata Rangers U13B team of the Kanata Girls Hockey Association went undefeated with a record of four wins, 
no losses and one tie on route to a gold medal win at the 2021 Kitchener Fallfest in late November. The Rangers beat the 
Mooretown Lady Flags in the championship final by a score of 5-1, and ended the tournament with 15 goals four, while only 
allowing four tallies in five games. 

BELOW: The U13 Kanata Vikings of the Kanata Minor Hockey Association had an impressive weekend in Haliburton, Ontario 
from Nov. 26 until Nov. 28 going undefeated in the Silver Stick Regionals. Kanata defeated the Osgoode Senators in the finals, 
and will now travel to Pelham, Ontario for the Silver Stick Finals in early January. 
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Now Serving You From 2 Locations
Arnprior

210 Madawaska Blvd.
 613-623-2909

Ottawa
2222 Carling Ave.

613-366-1932

Upgrade your windows
and get up to $5,000 BACK

in government grants!

FREEFREE
QUOTESQUOTES

Do you desire to work for an organization where personal 
growth and development are a top priority? Are you 
interested in working with a vulnerable population where 
you can make a difference in the lives you serve while 
feeling confi dent that you have the skills and tools to be 
successful? If you answered yes to any of these, then 
Home Instead has an opportunity for you!

Home Instead provides a variety of services that allow 
seniors to remain in their homes and meet the challenges 
of aging with dignity and compassion. Home Instead 
loves their CAREGivers and understands that highly 
motivated, productive, and confi dent CAREGivers equal 
happy clients.

Benefi ts of Home Instead:
• We offer a family/team culture where you will feel 

supported by our reliable offi ce staff 24hours a day.
• Because safety and well being are of top priority, 

you will receive all required training and PPE
• We offer a best-in-class training and development 

program with free courses through our online learning 
platform and offer opportunities for advancement.

210 – 260 Hearst Way, Kanata
Phone: 613-599-6906

Email: shaun.sullivan@HomeInstead.com 
www.HomeInsteadOttawa.ca

Kanata Baseball Association awards scholarship 
BY ANIL JHALLI

The Kanata Baseball Association (KBA) is presenting 
the Jonathan Hauck Memorial Scholarship to a worthy 
recipient for the first time since 2017.

Connor Finnie, who was active with the KBA as a 
player and volunteer, is this year’s recipient of the 
$500 scholarship. 

This scholarship is presented to someone who has 
played with the KBA, is pursuing a post-secondary 
education, participated in extracurricular school ac-
tivities, and volunteered in the local community and 
with the KBA. 

“It’s a nice surprise and the money is going to help for 
sure with my education,” said Finnie, who has been 
involved with the KBA for the past 10 years. 

Aside from being a player, Finnie has been helped 
organize tournaments, while also tending the snack 
bar at games and tournaments. 

“I think it’s a nice way from the KBA to say thank you 
for my years with them as a player and many other po-
sitions I have held,” said Finnie, who is taking a supply 
chain management program at Algonquin College’s 
Woodroffe Campus. “I’ve grown up with a lot of the 
same guys and played with them over the years and 
it’s become a really tight group of people. I am proud 
of what I was able to accomplish with the KBA.”

Jonathan Hauck was a volunteer and player with 
the KBA. 

In March of 2009 he died from heart failure while 
attending classes at Carleton University. 

His father, Ron Hauck, a former president of the KBA, 
helped establish the scholarship. 

“You never think that you would lose a child so soon, 
and it stays with you forever,” Jonathan’s dad told Your 
Community Voice shortly after the KBA announced 
this year’s scholarship winner. “Jonathan loved play-
ing baseball and helping his community. I am very 
happy to see his memory is honoured in this way.”

Sandi Robertson, the current president of the KBA, 
is thrilled to see the scholarship back. 

“It really does go a long way to helping one of our 
own kids out as they take the next steps in their lives,” 
added the KBA president. “We are thankful for anyone 
who has come through the association and helped in 
any way they have.”

anil@ottawavoice.ca  

Photo provided
Connor Finnie is the recipient of the 2021 Jonathan Hauck 
Memorial Scholarship courtesy of the Kanata Baseball 
Association. 

NEUROPATHIC PAIN 
TREATMENT STUDY

 

Queen's University researchers are 
conducting a pain treatment
study in people with nerve
injury or nerve disease, not
related to back or neck problems.

 
No serious heart or kidney disease.
Requires 4 visits to Kingston over 18 weeks,
Travel costs covered.

 
For more information please contact:

Sylvia Robb, RN, 
Dept. of Anesthesiology 
Kingston General Hospital
613-549-6666 X 3964
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HAZELDEAN GARDENS RETIREMENT RESIDENCE
6130 Hazeldean Road, Stittsville K2S 2M2         www.hazeldeangardens.ca

CALL 613-903-6949 FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO SCHEDULE A TOUR.
BE SURE TO ASK ABOUT OUR PROMOTIONAL OFFERS.

The Ottawa area’s premier
retirement residence located nearby

in the heart of Stittsville

“Friendly”,“Helpful”,“Caring”“Friendly”,“Helpful”,“Caring”
These are the three words most often used by our residents to

describe the staff and volunteers at Hazeldean Gardens.*
* Based on a recent survey of Hazeldean Gardens residents.

Discover the Diff erence Family Ownership Makes! 


