
Community Voice - May 21, 2020      1

sales@ottawavoice.ca          613-45-VOICE          www.ottawavoice.ca          editorial@ottawavoice.ca

STITTSVILLE
& RICHMOND

Vol. 3 No. 10May 21, 2020

YourCommunityVoice

TH AN K YOU !
“I’m proud to be part of this amazing community! Sincere thanks

to all the essential workers serving our community right now.”Brent Conley
Sales Representative

Your Home
S

Your Agent
Brent ConleyBrent Conley

Sales RepresentativeSales Representativeww w.bre nt con le y.ca  •  613-761-0123

BARBER SHOP
HEADS UP

(1982)(1968)

Hopefully We Will
Open Soon

Please Stay Healthy & Safe
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Submitted photo
Sacred Heart High School graduating student Molly Saunders 
stands with the Class of 2020 sign which was placed on her 
front lawn.

Sacred Heart staff 
find way to honour 
Class of 2020 grads

BY JOHN CURRY

It’s a sign of the times.
The COVID-19 pandemic 

has forced the cancellation 
of high school graduations, 
proms and other tradi-
tional celebrations, disap-
pointing the grads of 2020. 

This is not how they 
wanted to end their high 
school years. 

Administrators at Sacred 
Heart Catholic High School 
in Stittsville didn’t want the 
milestone to go unmarked 
and wanted to let them 
know that staff cared about 
them and is proud of their 
accomplishments. 

What resulted was a blitz 
on May 8 that resulted in a 
sign being placed on the 
front lawn of all 265 gradu-
ating students. 

Each red and white sign 
proclaimed the location to 
be “Home of a Sacred Heart 

Huskies Graduate. Class of 
2020.”

Teachers, front office staff 
and educational assistants 
all volunteered to place the 
signs. 

Response has been over-
whelmingly positive, not 
only from the grads and 
their parents but also from 
others in the community 
including neighbours and 
passersby. 

The initiative has also 
caught the attention of 
other Ottawa Catholic 
School Board high schools. 
Six have reached out to 
Sacred Heart looking for 
their blueprint.

It all started when Kelly 
Nixon, an office admin-
istrator at Sacred Heart, 
received a St. Catharines 
newspaper article from 
her aunt. 

PLEASE SEE SIGNS, PAGE 10

City planning committee
OK’s Hazeldean Crossings

BY COMMUNTY VOICE STAFF

The city’s planning com-
mittee has recommended 
approval of the proposed 
Hazeldean Crossings town-
house development at 5924 
and 5938 Hazeldean Road 
on the site of a former gas 
station.

Despite having some reser-
vations going into the meet-
ing about overflow parking 
spilling onto nearby streets, 
Stittsville Coun. Glen Gower 
voted in favour of the rezon-
ing application knowing, he 
said, it wouldn’t be a popu-
lar decision for many in the 
neighbouring Amberway 
community. 

“It is the right choice overall 
for Stittsville,” he said.

The councillor believes 
the proposal for 76 stacked 
townhouses and 10 stand-
alone townhouses is a good 
addition to the housing mix 
in Stittsville.

Given its proximity to 
well-established neigh-
bourhoods, the planned 

development, he believes, 
will be far less disruptive to 
residents than the mixed-use 
commercial centre previ-
ously considered more than 
a decade ago.

Since an initial public meet-
ing last fall, the builder has 
agreed to some concessions 
notably adding more space 
between existing homes and 
the new townhomes. 

Victor Street residents were 
concerned the concentrated 
units would bring added traf-
fic to the area. The councillor 
has been successful in get-
ting the developer to fund 
traffic calming measures in 
the immediate vicinity.

The developer Carmine 
Zayoun has agreed to sev-
eral additional measures to 
mitigate potential parking is-
sues: bus passes for new resi-
dents, securing temporary 
overflow parking nearby, and 
including parking restric-
tions in the purchase and 
sale documents.

PLEASE SEE APPROVAL, PAGE 2
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Scott Moffatt, Councillor
Rideau-Goulbourn Ward 21

If you have any comments, questions or concerns, please feel free to email me at
Scott.Moffatt@ottawa.ca or contact me by phone at 613-580-2491.

For information on Rideau-Goulbourn issues, please visit RideauGoulbourn.ca.

As we start to approach nicer weather, and while many are still working from home, the 
work of the City of Ottawa continues. Many in Richmond will have noticed the McBean 
Street Bridge has been closed this week. In the fall, I had mentioned that this was expect-
ed. Aecon is returning, within the existing contract, to fi nalize the top layer of asphalt for 
both lanes. Pedestrian access and OC Transpo service is being maintained. The closure is 
just for a week and the bridge is scheduled to re-open on May 25th at 7:00am.

In other construction news, Cavanagh Construction has been awarded the contract for 
the Huntley Road renewal. This project will see the resurfacing of the entire length of the 
road between Perth Street and Flewellyn Road. The work will continue through Flewellyn 
on Stittsville Main Street to Westridge. The road will be widened to include 1.5m paved 
shoulders. Renewal work is also scheduled for Barnsdale Road, between Eagleson Road 
and Twin Elm as well as Malakoff Road, between Roger Stevens Drive and Pollock Road.

Wild Parsnip
The 2020 Wild Parsnip Program will start on May 19, weather permitting. Similar to years 
past, the goal is to reduce the growth of wild parsnip in areas that are highly infested while 
ensuring that environmentally sensitive areas and public safety are not adversely impact-
ed. In total, Council has approved $198,000 for this year’s strategy.

The 2020 Strategy consists of the following:
• Continue and expand Clearview herbicide application to highly infested areas
• Continue with mowing, adjusting frequency and timing to best coincide with her-

bicide applications
• Re-map infestation levels
• Continue the communication and awareness campaign in collaboration with part-

ners in Ottawa Public Health (OPH), Ministry of Environment, Conservation and 
Parks (MECP), National Capital Commission (NCC), etc.

Approximately 1,200 lane km of roadsides/pathways and over 150 locations of park-
land will be treated this year. Roadside cutting is currently underway and additional her-
bicide application may be considered again for the fall season.

Similar to last year, rural residents who do not wish to have the roadside adjacent to their 
property sprayed have been given the option to opt-out of the Wild Parsnip program. 
Should a resident opt out of the program, it will become their responsibility to manage any 
Wild Parsnip infestation adjacent to their property, as required by the Weed Control Act, 
1990. Information has been shared on how to opt-out as part of the communications to 
residents on our website and in print materials.

For more information about wild parsnip, please visit www.rideaugoulbourn.ca/wildpar-
snip.

Rideau-Goulbourn Podcast
Last month, our offi ce launched the Rideau-Goulbourn Podcast. Each week, we record 
a new episode, approximately 30 minutes in length, to chat about local and city-wide 
issues. For instance, Episode II focuses on the current urban boundary discussion while 
Episode III speaks about growth within our villages and how the boundary discussion 
impacts rural areas. You can fi nd it on Apple Podcasts, Spotify and all other podcast apps. 1717 Bear Hill Road, Carp, ON K0A 1L0

Email: golf@greensmere.com   Fax: (613) 839-7773

WE ARE ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR THE FOLLOWING
POSITIONS FOR THE 2020 GOLF SEASON:

• Lounge Manager, Cooks, Servers and Beverage Cart Servers
• Pro Shop Assistants, Driving Range/Cart Pen Maintenance, 

Player’s Assistants
• Spray/Irrigation Technicians (day & night), Equipment 

Operators, Greenskeepers

All positions are seasonal, full and/or part-time and some weekends/
holidays are required.  Experience is not required for all positions, only the 
commitment and willingness to learn.

Go to greensmere.com/employment to apply. Calls for interviews will 
begin by the end of March and only those being considered for the positions 
will be contacted.

The May 14 planning com-
mittee where the proposed 
Hazeldean Crossings devel-
opment was approved fol-
lowed a marathon meeting 
of the joint planning and 
agriculture and rural affairs 
committee. Councillors 
heard from more than 100 
delegations at that meeting 
speaking on what level of 
intensification they would 

>>APPROVAL, FROM PAGE 1 support and where they 
stood on expanding the 
urban boundary.

“One way that we’re going 
to achieve these goals is 
through careful intensifica-
tion across the city, includ-
ing Stittsville,” the councillor 
concluded. “Developments 
like Hazeldean Crossings on 
empty lots on Hazeldean 
Road are exactly how these 
goals can be achieved.”

editorial@ottawavoice.ca

Sewing to fill non-stop need
BY PATRICK UGUCCIONI

It’s a connection sewed 
together by a common 
need to make a difference.

K a r r i e  T h o m a s  o f 
Stittsville had been flying 
solo making scrub caps 
and other items for friends 
who were nurses and their 
co-horts. She quickly be-
came overwhelmed with 
the requests and went 
searching for help and 
found the Facebook group 
Sewing for Ottawa.

The cause was every-
thing she was looking for.

The social media site was 
established by Jordana 
McIlhinney, an Orléans 
resident, for members to 
connect with each other 
to share patterns and re-
sources for the purpose 
of creating scrub caps, 
headbands, and masks 
for frontline health-care 
professionals in Ottawa.

Thomas has a lot of 
friends that are nurses in 
and around Stittsville and 
had seen what they do and 
what they go through.

“I have the upmost re-
spect for them. I strongly 
believe if we are asking 
them to be frontline work-
ers and to essentially be 
putting themselves and 
their families at risk every 
time they go to work, if 
there is something I could 
be doing personally to 
help them, then I should 
do it.”

It’s a common theme 
that comes up on the 
Facebook group quite 
often. 

At the beginning of the 
month there were more 
than 1,200 Facebook 
members,  “although 
some of them are just 
watchers,”  

Thomas puts in a full day 
as a federal public servant 
working from home and 
another six or seven hours 
a day making the masks 
and more.

At last count, about 1,000 
sewers from beginners to 

Submitted photo
Karrie Thomas of Stittsville 
sews protective equipment 
for health care workers.

experienced quilters had 
completed 4,770 scrub 
caps, 5,640 head bands, 
1,264 masks and 37 gowns

The group has a list of 
sewing shops around 
town that are open and 
will do curbside pick-up. 
There’s a couple of ma-
chine repair places too 
the group is using.

The group relied at first 
on donated materials but 
quickly ran out with the 
increasing demand. 

A GoFundMe campaign 
was launched on the 
group’s website at sew-
ingforottawa.com. In 
less than a month, close 
to $6,400 was raised to-
wards a $10,000 goal. 
The money is used to buy 
fabric used in the gowns, 
masks, scrub caps and 
headbands.

puguccioni@ottawavoice.ca
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30-6179  Perth St,
Richmond, ON

K0A 2ZO

613-838-4425
1-833-779-6821

goldiempp.ca

NEWS FROM QUEEN’S PARKCOVID-19 CARLETON
RESOURCE PAGE:

GOLDIEMPP.CA/COVID-19

The health and well-being of the 
residents of Carleton, Ottawa & 
Ontario is my top priority. Please visit 
my website for the latest information 
& updates from the Government 
of Ontario, as well as information 
regarding upcoming virtual town hall 
meetings & public consultations.

Recent updates include: 
• Declaration of emergency 

extended;
• Making prescription drugs more 

affordable;
• Education workers volunteer to 

fi ll staff shortages in long term 
care facilities;

• Protecting children with 
COVID-19; and

• Canada and Ontario take steps 
to protect farm workers

If you are providing services/
resources to the community and would 
like your information included on this 
community resource page, please fi ll 
out the contact form on my website.

- Goldie

ONTARIO ANNOUNCES ADDITIONAL
WORKPLACES THAT CAN REOPEN

On May 14, 2020, the Ontario government announced the 
retailers, seasonal businesses and health and community service 
providers who will be permitted to open or expand their services 
on Tuesday, May 19, 2020 at 12:01 a.m., provided that the 
general trend on health indicators continues to improve as part 
of the fi rst stage of the government’s reopening framework. The 
workplaces opening as part this stage are well-positioned to put 
workplace safety measures in place and get more people back to 
work, while not overburdening public transit and other services.

The government also announced additional seasonal services 
and activities will be permitted to open as early as Saturday May 
16, 2020 at 12:01 a.m., in time for the Victoria Day long week-
end, as key public health indicators continue to show progress.                   

The details were provided by the Premier, the Deputy Premier 
and Minister of Health, the Minister of Finance, the Minister of 
Economic Development, Job Creation and Trade, and the Minister 
of Labour, Training and Skills Development.

As soon as 12:01 a.m. on Saturday, May 16, 2020:
• Golf courses will be able to open, with clubhouses open 

only for washrooms and restaurants open only for take-out.
• Marinas, boat clubs and public boat launches may open for 

recreational use.
• Private parks and campgrounds may open to enable prepara-

tion for the season and to allow access for trailers and rec-
reational vehicles whose owners have a full season contract.

• Businesses that board animals, such as stables, may allow 
boarders to visit, care for or ride their animal.

The government’s responsible and measured approach to re-

opening will allow business owners and service provider’s time to 
ensure workplaces are safe for staff, consumers and the general 
public. Assuming trends in key public health indicators continue 
to improve, Ontario’s fi rst stage of reopening will begin on Tues-
day, May 19, 2020 at 12:01 a.m. and will include:
• Retail services that are not in shopping malls and have 

separate street-front entrances with measures in place that 
can enable physical distancing, such as limiting the number 
of customers in the store at any one time and booking 
appointments beforehand or on the spot.

• Seasonal businesses and recreational activities for individual 
or single competitors, including training and sport competi-
tions conducted by a recognized national or provincial sport 
organization. This includes indoor and outdoor non-team 
sport competitions that can be played while maintaining 
physical distancing and without spectators, such as tennis, 
track and fi eld and horse racing.

• Animal services, specifi cally pet care services, such as 
grooming and training, and regular veterinary appointments.

• Indoor and outdoor household services that can follow public 
health guidelines, such as housekeepers, cooks, cleaning and 
maintenance.

• Lifting essential workplace limits on construction.
• Allowing certain health and medical services to resume, such 

as in-person counselling and scheduled surgeries based on 
the ability to meet pre-specifi ed conditions as outlined in A 
Measured Approach to Planning for Surgeries and Procedures 
During the COVID-19 Pandemic, as well as resuming profes-
sional services such as shifting Children’s Treatment Centres 
from virtual to in-person.

The government and health and safety associations have re-

leased more than 90 safety guidance documents to assist em-
ployers in multiple sectors, including construction, retail, facilities 
maintenance and manufacturing. As new sectors of the economy 
begin to reopen, additional resources will be made available to 
help protect the safety of workers and the general public.

To support business-owners, workers and the economic recov-
ery of the province, the government has launched a website 
to provide businesses with information on personal protective 
equipment (PPE) suppliers. The Workplace PPE Supplier Direc-
tory has an up-to-date list of Ontario companies and business 
associations that are ready to supply personal protective equip-
ment.

To ensure that these fi rst actions to reopen the province are 
a success, the public should continue to adhere to public health 
measures, including practising physical distancing or wearing a 
face covering when physical distancing is diffi cult or not possible, 
as well as regular handwashing and staying home when ill. The 
Chief Medical Offi cer of Health will closely monitor the evolving 
situation to advice when certain public health restrictions, includ-
ing adjustments to social gatherings can be gradually loosened 
or if they need to be tightened.

OFFICE NOTICE:
In an effort to contain the COVID-19 virus, our Constituency 

Offi ce went virtual on March 16, 2020. Our location will remain 
closed until further notice. We are still open & working during 
regular offi ce hours to answer your calls & emails. If you require 
assistance on any matter, please contact me at any time. It’s 
why I’m here. Even if it’s not a provincial issue, I’ll make sure to 
connect you with the proper offi ce.

- Goldie
Your voice at Queen’s Park

KING
’S

Richmond Village MarketplaceRichmond Village Marketplace

Fresh... Fast... FriendlyFresh... Fast... Friendly
613-838-7255613-838-7255
5911 Perth St., Richmond5911 Perth St., Richmond

Now Serving You From 2 Locations
Arnprior

210 Madawaska Blvd.
 613-623-2909

Ottawa
2222 Carling Ave.

613-366-1932

Poole Creek walkway dotted with painted rocks
BY JOHN CURRY

The Poole Creek walk-
way in Stittsville has be-
come a rock art gallery.

Rocks and stones of all 

sizes and shapes and 
painted in vibrant co-
lours dot the trail. These 
works of art can be found 
perched on tree stumps 
or appearing at spots here 
and there all along the 
walkway. 

Messages like “You are 
strong!” and “Kick Covid!” 
among other phrases, 
adorn the colourful rocks. 
All of them represent a ray 
of hope in these COVID-
19 times.

These rocks are giving 
joy and optimism to walk-
ers and strollers along 
the Poole Creek walk-
way, giving hope that the 

pandemic may soon be 
over. 

With so many families 
and others out strolling 
and walking along the 
Poole Creek walkway, 

Submitted photo
This painted rock featuring a 
red bird can be found along 
the Poole Creek walkway.

these painted rocks give a 
welcome splash of colour 

that adds a refreshing 
touch of optimism and 

hope to all that see them.
jcurry@ottawavoice.ca

Submitted photo
This yellow painted rock 
along the Poole Creek 
walkway supports the current 
battle against COVID-19.
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EDITORIAL

BY STEVE DESROCHES
@SteveDesroches

Recent deliberations and 
public delegations regarding 
the city’s draft Official Plan 
put the new virtual meeting 
format and technology to 
the ultimate test. 

The province granted mu-
nicipalities the ability to host 
online meetings as a result 
of the COVID-19 state of 
emergency.

Virtual city council meet-
ings had proven to be ef-
fective leading up to the 
committee deliberations, al-
beit with fewer participants 
and public delegations. 

Despite the success at city 
council, some councillors 
and their supporters made 
a big fuss that the planning 
meeting should be post-
poned until some undeter-
mined and unforeseeable 
point in time. 

The argument to delay the 
committee was very weak. 
The rationale seemed to be 
motivated more by the op-
portunity for political the-
ater rather than anything 
else. 

After all, the format and 
social distancing require-
ments took away the abil-
ity of some councillors and 
their supporters to stage 

public protests in front of 
city hall with the accompa-
nying media speeches and 
puffed up rhetoric. 

The case for deferral 
seemed to rely on the point 
that there would be less op-
portunity for public del-
egations and engagement. 
Normally, any member of 
the public can have five min-
utes to present their input on 
a committee agenda item. 

A better case to delay the 
planning meeting could 
have been presented, such 
as the economy and housing 
market needed to be right-
side-up before making deci-
sions based on pre-COVID 
economic growth data.

I would have been swayed 
somewhat by the point that 
we needed to understand 
the new post-COVID econ-
omy and its impact, if any, on 

growth patterns in Ottawa. 
For example, I expect (and 
hope) the federal public ser-
vice will revisit how it can 
avoid expensive office real 
estate and commuting costs 
by relying on more employ-
ees working from home.

But instead of a cogent 
and credible argument that 
a person could swallow, it 
was the repeat of the tire-
some refrain that there was 
a conspiracy afoot to dupe 
the public. Of course the 
political spin to delay the 
meeting made little sense 
and went against the grain 
that the public actually ex-
pected their politicians to 
work during these difficult 
times for their uninter-
rupted paycheques.

The plea to delay the plan-
ning meeting backfired after 
the meeting seemed to roll 

without issue. After more 
than 20 hours of public del-
egations, the public got their 
opportunity to be heard by 
the committee.

Full credit goes to commit-
tee chairs Eli El-Chantiry 
and Jan Harder who man-
aged the new format and 
stood strong against a nar-
row few who wanted to put 
important city business on 
ice. These experienced offi-
cials recognized that part of 
the way forward for a post-
COVID economic recovery 
will be a stable and predict-
able city plan for housing 
and employment growth in 
the Ottawa area. 

Our ability to revive the 
economy will rely on “ready-
to-go” infrastructure and 
construction projects that 
will generate essential jobs 
and investment. The federal 
government has signaled 
that it is ready to invest in 
stimulus infrastructure 

projects.
As a result, the city will 

need to put forward a tangi-
ble list of local construction 
projects ready for funding 
instead of dithering while 
other cities rebound and 
build.  The new virtual meet-
ing format seems to offer the 
potential to enhance civic 
engagement.

The technology may actu-
ally enable those who work 
during the daytime to par-
ticipate as delegations. They 
are often the silent majority 
who do not visit city hall 
but rather choose to attend 
evening public meetings or 
email their representatives.

I hope the province con-
siders allowing municipali-
ties to continue their virtual 
meeting format when we 
emerge from our caves.

Steve Desroches is a former 
Ottawa city councillor and 
deputy mayor.

Op-Ed: Mission accomplished with virtual city meetings

Those looking for that elusive 
15-minute community that is the 
darling of urban planners today 
need not go too far afield to find one.

They exist in the decades-old sub-
urban neighbourhoods of Glen 
Cairn, Katimavik, Beaverbrook and 
parts of old Stittsville, for example. 
These gems have walking and bike 
paths, nearby retail, a variety of 
housing and recreation and culture 
choices at their doorstep.

Proponents of no expansion into 
new green fields and, in turn, mas-
sive intensification inside the exist-
ing urban boundary argue “sprawl” 
is more expensive.

Of course, this point of view and 
the folly that suburbia does not 
equate to cheaper housing is not 
followed up by fact.

We disagree expanding the urban 
boundary does not increase the af-
fordability of housing. We’re very 

skeptical because there is so much 
divergent evidence.

Advocates for intensification are 
not the silent majority they pretend 
to represent. 

These people focus their argu-
ments strictly on environmental is-
sues over all else and sneer at those 
who dare to support a balanced 
approach.

With the population estimated 
to grow by 400,000 people over the 
next quarter-century in the capital, 
city planners are recommending a 
balance of increased intensification 
and expanding the urban boundary 
by 1,350 to 1,650 hectares. 

If you care about affordable hous-
ing you must ensure an adequate 
supply.

It must be acknowledged that if 
we are going to put another 400,000 
people into Ottawa then we have to 
recognize we have to build homes 

for them.
It’s a false belief to say that we are 

going to stop growth by freezing 
the boundary and people will ac-
cept this planning forced on them. 
They will drive to where they can af-
ford the mortgage in Carleton Place, 
Kemptville, Arnprior, Renfrew, 
Rockland, Perth, Smiths Falls, 
Casselman, Russell and Limoges 
as they are doing now.

The problem with this is they hop 
in their cars to get to jobs in the big 
city and clog up our roads, fill up 
our park-and-rides and take up the 
seats on our buses and light rail and 
contribute zero tax dollars to it.

We strongly encourage council 
support the expansion of the urban 
boundary by a modest amount to 
facilitate the development of new 
land to ensure housing afford-
ability for young people and new 
Canadians. 

Balanced growth the way to go
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Around the community
During Ramadan, the Stittsville Mus-

lim Association has been collecting food 
and cash donations for the Stittsville Food 
Bank. Ramadan is the month of fasting, 
and the SMA is reminding the community 
to share our blessings by giving back.  For 
more info visit stittsvillemuslims.ca.  

I’ve started to see signs congratulat-
ing high school graduates popping up all 
around the community. What a great idea 
to recognize the hard work of students. 
It’s just another example of how our com-
munity is adapting during this pandemic.

Félicitations to students, parents and 
staff at École Paul-Desmarais for their gen-
erous donation of over $5,600 to the Stitts-
ville Food Bank. The money was raised in 
just six days via an online fundraising cam-
paign. Well done!

Have you seen something in the commu-
nity that deserves recognition? Let me know 
about it: glen.gower@ottawa.ca

Expanded COVID-19 testing
Ottawa Public Health says that any 

Ottawa resident who is experienc-
ing COVID-19 symptoms should now 
go for testing at the COVID-19 Assess-
ment Centre or Care Clinics. More info at  
ottawapublichealth.ca/coronavirus

New Facebook page: 
“Aging Well in Ottawa”

 Ottawa Public Health has launched a 
new Facebook page where they’ll be sharing 
information about a variety of health topics, 
including information about COVID-19 and 
how it affects you. Follow the page to keep up 
to date with information about healthy eat-
ing, active living, mental health, and more:  
Facebook.com/AgingWellInOttawa

Fringewood Traffic Calming
We want to hear your feedback about the 

Fringewood Drive Traffic Calming Study. 
After an initial round of consultation with 
residents in 2018, City staff have developed 
a potential traffic calming plan for Fringe-
wood Drive. The draft plan is now available 
for review. We’re also hosting an online 
info session on Thursday, May 21. Details at 
glengower.ca. 

COUNCILLOR GLEN’S STITTSVILLE UPDATE

GLEN GOWER
City Councillor, Stittsville

CALL: 613-580-2476
EMAIL: glen.gower@ottawa.ca
WEB: glengower.ca
FACEBOOK: facebook.com/councillorglen
TWITTER/INSTAGRAM: @councillorglen

We’re here to help! Contact Glen and his team 
with your questions or feedback.

1869 Maple Grove
The City of Ottawa has received a con-

current Zoning By-law Amendment and 
Plan of Subdivision application to permit 16 
townhomes and two semi-detached homes 
in the Fairwinds area. You can find more 
information at glengower.ca and we’ll be 
opening an online info session soon.

5 Orchard - gas station
The City has received a Site Plan Control 

application to build a Shell gas station, con-
venience store and car wash near the corner 
of Hazeldean and Fringewood. A gas sta-
tion is allowed under the current zoning for 
the land. You can find more information at 
glengower.ca and we’ll be opening an on-
line info session soon.

UPDATE: 5924 & 5938 Hazeldean 
Road at Planning Committee

A zoning by-law amendment for a pro-
posed development at 5924 and 5938 Ha-
zeldean Road was reviewed by the City’s 
Planning Committee on Thursday, May 14. 
The zoning amendment would permit 76 
stacked townhouses and ten back-to-back 
townhouses. The meeting happened too 
late for our newspaper deadline but you can 
read my comments at glengower.ca.

Get in touch!
My team and I are working every day to 

answer your questions and connect resi-
dents with the resources they need. If we 
can help in any way, please email me at 
glen.gower@ottawa.ca or leave a voice-
mail at 613-580-2476. 

I’m also sharing daily updates on my web 
site (glengower.ca) and regular video up-
dates on Facebook and YouTube. Search 
for “Councillor Glen” to see the latest.

Watch our webinars
We’ve been hosting weekly webinars 

with community leaders to keep residents 
informed. We’ll also be hosting more Vir-
tual Concillor Chats soon! See the schedule 
and watch previous videos at glengower.
ca/webinars

Sign up for my email newsletter
You can subscribe for weekly updates 

at glengower.ca or send me an email at  
glen.gower@ottawa.ca.

Gateway Business Park | 300 March Rd., Suite 601, Kanata, ON  K2K 2E2
Phone: 613-592-6290 | amk-law.ca

Real Estate | Mortgages | Wills & Estates | Small Business Matters

AdamMillerKelly P r o f e s s i o n a l  C o r p o r a t i o n
Lawyers

Mary Miller Jennifer Gaspar Robert Pacan

Providing legal 
services to 
Kanata-Stittsville 
and surrounding 
areas for more 
than 30 years.

Op-Ed: Vote “YES” for Amberwood
BY STEVE LUCKETT

On Friday May 29, 
Amberwood residents 
are being asked to vote 
“YES” on a resolution to 
fund an investment in the 
golf course and the pool. 
This investment will re-
pair critical infrastructure 
and set the stage for future 
stability. 

The members of the 
A m b e r w o o d  V i l l a g e 
Recreation Association 
(AVRA) are custodians of a 
beautiful 51-acre property 
and control major deci-
sions involving the prop-
erty. They are represented 
by a volunteer Board, all of 
whom live in the commu-
nity and represent their 
neighbours. The Board 
has deemed a .7 acre prop-
erty containing five build-
ing lots on Trailway Circle 
surplus to the needs of the 
club. Selling property is a 
very difficult decision, but 
the board feels it is the best 
course of action to secure 
our future. 

The pool  and gol f 
course are critical to the 
proper functioning of 
Amberwood. The esti-
mate for the improve-
ment work is $750,000, of 
which the watering system 
is estimated at $500,000. 
Most golf course water-
ing systems last 20 years in 
Canada so we have been 
very lucky to get this far. 
Ours failed after 35. The 
pool repairs are estimated 
at $200,000. The board is 

John Curry photo
The Amberwood Village Recreation Association is looking 
for approval to sell this undeveloped stretch of land along 
Trailway Circle to raise funds to make repairs to the 
Amberwood Golf and Country Club facilities.

committing to members 
to address both the pool 
and golf course, and to 
deal with $50,000 in mis-
cellaneous repairs. 

Amberwood Village has 
just passed its 40th birth-
day. The original vision by 
Jack Johannsen was to cre-
ate an environment where 
homes and condos would 
exist among green space, 
walking paths and Poole 
Creek. Central to it all was 
a public golf course and 
recreation centre contain-
ing a restaurant, pool and 
tennis courts. There has 
been no life-cycle invest-
ment in the golf course or 
the pool. There is no re-
serve fund.  The reserve 
fund that had accumu-
lated by the club was used 
in the rebuilding of the 
clubhouse after the last 
fire in 2008.

To ensure the board max-
imized the value received 
for the lots, a professional 
marketing package was 
sent to over 30 target 
builders in early January 

2020. The purchase and 
sale agreement con-
tained the conditions for 
AVRA member approval 
and the requirement that 
the board must approve 
construction renderings 
to ensure the single fam-
ily homes conform to the 
character of Amberwood. 
There are further condi-
tions to obtain proper 
zoning. 

The winning bidder was 
Inverness Homes who bid 
$1,040,000 or $4,050 per 
frontage foot. The com-
pany is an experienced 
custom home builder with 
roots in Stittsville. We feel 
we have a quality builder 
who will respect our ob-
jectives and be a great ad-
dition to Amberwood. 

A business plan prepared 
by the board disclosed 
that we can continue to 
be profitable and will im-
prove over time once we 
have completed repairs to 
the pool and golf course. 

PLEASE SEE PLAN, PAGE  6
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WE	ARE	NOW	OPEN!
ALL	OUR	STAFF	HAVE	BEEN	
COVID-TRAINED	TO	KEEP	
OUR	CUSTOMERS	SAFE

WINDOWS	*	DOORS	*	PATIO	DOORS

5906	Hazeldean Road
613-271-5434

admin@stittsvillewd.ca

MILITARY	
DISCOUNT

SENIORS	
DISCOUNT

THANK	YOU	FOR	SUPPORTING	
LOCAL	AT	THIS	DIFFICULT	TIME

>>PLAN, FROM PAGE 5

We have a plan to im-
prove marketing to reach 
the broader Stittsville/
Kanata community. We 
welcome everyone in 
Stittsville/ Kanata from 
young families to active 
seniors and everyone in 
between. We feel we have 
something for everyone, 
but need to do a better 
job reaching out to all 
residents. 

We have an excellent 
partner in TMSI, a pro-
fessional golf course 
management company 

which has improved the 
course conditions and 
the golf experience for 
our guests. Our restau-
rant and event centre, 
Amberwood Lounge and 
Eatery (ALE), has estab-
lished a loyal following 
and is a destination for 
many in Stittsville and 
Kanata. It attracts events 
and gatherings from 
across our region because 
of our unique setting. 
ALE’s business model de-
pends on the golf course, 
and with this investment, 
it intends to be around for 
a very long time. 

The meeting takes place 
on Thursday, May 28. The 
COVID-19 guidelines dic-
tate that it will take place 
by video conference. The 
vote will take place on 
Friday, May 29. It will be 
a private ballot, handled 
independently by our 
accountants. 

We are asking the AVRA 
members to support the 
recommendation of the 
board and vote “YES”! 
Our future depends on it. 

Steve Luckett is president 
of the Amberwood Village 
Recreation Association.

John Curry photo
Singer Spencer Scharf performs for a physically distancing audience in the garden area at the 
Stittsville Retirement Residence on Stittsville Main Street on Tuesday, May 12. It was a chilly 
day but the residents bundled up and enjoyed the outdoor concert.

BY JOHN CURRY

Music has been the rem-
edy for residents sick of 
isolating in the Stittsville 
Retirement Residence 
(Villa).

A second outdoor concert 
was held May 12 in two lo-
cations at the facility. 

The concert opened with 
singer Spencer Scharf per-
forming in the central park-
ing lot area surrounded by 
the facility on three sides. 
This location allows resi-
dents to sit on their porches 
or balconies or to listen 
through open windows or 
to sit appropriately spaced 
around the parking lot. 

Following a half hour per-
formance at this location, 
Scharf relocated to the 
south side of the Stittsville 
Main Street facility where 
he performed adjacent to 
an outdoor garden area 
where a number of resi-
dents sat, again adhering 
to physical distancing re-
quirements. Some others 
listened from their rooms 
that look out onto the gar-
den area.

Although the temperature 
outside was chilly, the con-
cert succeeded in warm-
ing the hearts of all who 
attended.

Scharf sang a variety of 
tunes, many vintage songs 

familiar to his listeners. 
These included “Over the 
Rainbow became Judy 
Garland’s signature song; 
“What A Wonderful World,” 
the iconic 1967 hit by Louis 
Armstrong; “We’ll Meet 
Again,” the 1939 British 
wartime song made famous 
by Vera Lynn; “Halleluyah,” 
the secular hymn written by 
Canadian singer Leonard 
Cohen in 1984; and “This 
Land Is Your Land,” writ-
ten in 1940 by American 
folk singer Woody Guthrie 
with the Canadian folk 
group The Travellers doing 
a Canadian version in 1955.

 
jcurry@ottawavoice.ca

Outdoor concert is Villa’s
musical remedy for isolation
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FROM THE STITTSVILLE BUSINESS ASSOCIATION:
Our community, our province , our country and the entire 

world have all been subjected to one of the worst scenarios 
in recent history. The pain, suffering and the tragic loss of so 
many lives, due to the covid-19 virus, will be entrenched in 
our minds forever. The unprecedented impact of this global 
pandemic will also resonate with many individuals, in various 
ways , for years to come. The daily sacrifi ces made by all 
of our front-line workers, in all sectors of our society, have 
clearly defi ned, I hope for us all, who the real heroes are 
in our communities. Their perseverance, dedication and their 
tremendous courage in helping others is what ensured that 
all of us stayed fed, healthy, safe and secure during this 
pandemic. Let us not ever forget their efforts and contributions 
as we begin our journey back to some form of normalcy in 
our lives.

Our local community certainly banded together on so many 
fronts. Collectively, so many reached out in various ways to 
others in a time of great need. Our food banks, churches, 
community groups, business leaders, public servants and 
many local individuals, to name a few, all made tremendous 
efforts and generous donations to ensure that the needs of 
our community were addressed. We should all be very proud 
of our local community, and the great people who live, work 
and contribute to  strengthening our community values every 
day. I know we are not alone in this effort. Many Canadian 
communities banded together as well, but our Stittsville and 
area community, was right there with them all. Stittsville and 
Goulbourn township has a long and rich tradition of giving back 
and helping their neighbours. It has never been so evident as 
during this pandemic.

As we begin to move forward in our lives, I would be remiss 
if I did not also extend our deepest condolences and prayers  to 
some of the fi nest Canadians you will ever meet – our fellow 
Nova Scotians. Not only did they, like us all, have to endure 
great loss and isolation during the pandemic, but they also had 
to cope with one of the most horrifi c events Canada has ever 
encountered. The tragic events that took place in that beautiful 
part of our country were truly heart breaking. The people of 
Nova Scotia are very strong and resilient folks who will recover 

and heal in time. Please keep them, and all of the victims and 
their families in your minds and your hearts. We, as a country, 
also suffered the tragic loss recently of brave members of 
our Canadian Armed forces in a tragic helicopter accident. We 
offer each of their families, as well as, their military service 
colleagues our sincere sympathies for their loss, and thank all 
of them for their unwavering service to Canada.

There are many lessons we need to learn from the 
pandemic. None more important, in our view, as the need to 
re-assess our supply chain management system.  All provinces 
and our country, have learned some tough lessons for not 
being more self-reliant. Our dependence on others, to provide 
needed goods and services in a timely manner, proved to be 
very costly indeed. Our inability to locally source some key 
products   was a real and a constant point of concern and 
frustration. Having a healthy, successful and diverse local 
business sector, has never been so important as it is today. 
Our future depends on re-establishing our independence and 
sustainability.

As a local community business association, our message 
and mandate from day one, has been a simple one. Think and 
support our local Stittsville businesses as much as possible. In 
the Stittsville area, we have over four hundred local businesses. 
Collectively, they offer almost any service or product you can 
imagine. These folks are not only local business owners, but 
many of them are also our neighbours raising their families 
in our community.   They   need our collective support to get 
back on track and to regain their ability to grow and prosper. 
So I encourage everyone going out for a coffee or a meal, or 
needing to buy goods or services of any kind for your family, 
to please think, shop and choose local fi rst. Our business 
members need your support now more than ever. Together we 
can make our community stronger than ever.

On behalf of our SBA executive team, thank you for 
supporting our Stittsville business sector. You can fi nd 
additional information on each of our business members by 
visiting our website at www.stittsvilleba.ca

Sincerely, Allan Ryan, President, Stittsville Business 
Association

AN OPEN LETTER TO THE RESIDENTS OF
STITTSVILLE AND SURROUNDING AREA:

613-45-VOICE (613-458-6423)
Visit us at www.ottawavoice.ca

UPCOMING 
ISSUES

Publication Date Submission deadline

June 4 ...................May 28

June 18 ..................June 11

July 2 ....................June 25

We publish every 2nd week and mail
to every home, apartment & business

Supporting 
food bank

BY JOHN CURRY

The community contin-
ues to support the Stittsville 
Food Bank during unprec-
edented need.

É c o l e  s e c o n d a i r e 
catholique Paul-Desmarais 
has donated $5,613.75 to the 
food bank. The funds were 
raised in just six days.

“Please know Paul-
Desmarais fully supports 
your wonderful work, and 
whenever you are in need, 
just reach out,” Sr. Mona 
Mreiche, pastoral director 

at the school, wrote in an e-
mail to the food bank.

The Stittsville Muslim 
Association has also stepped 
forward with support.

The association is cur-
rently marking Ramadan, a 
month of fasting and prayer. 
In keeping with this special 
month, members wanted 
to share their  blessings with 
the community by giving 
back. Food drives involving 

collecting both monetary 
donations and non-perish-
able items have been held. 

On two occasions this 
month, association vol-
unteers dropped off an as-
sortment of high demand 
items needed by the Food 
Bank along with lots of non-
perishable items. All in all, 
the association raised over 
$1,000 for the food bank.

jcurry@ottawavoice.ca

Submitted photo
A table full of much-needed items are dropped off at the 
Stittsville Food Bank by the Stittsville Muslim Association.

Hazeldean Gardens breaks out in song
BY JOHN CURRY

There’s a new choir in town.
It’s comprised of residents 

of the Hazeldean Gardens 
retirement residence who 
have even had a perfor-
mance taped for showing 
on local television.

The choir is a one-song 
wonder, as they spent six 
weeks learning and re-
hearsing a new theme song 
called “Hazeldean Gardens 
Fun Song.” It was written by 
general manager Dianne 
Hartson-Lalonde.

The lyrics are specifically 
geared to residents of the 
Stittsville retirement home. 

Hartson-Lalonde took a 
familiar song “My Favourite 
Things” from The Sound 
of Music, and altered the 
words to reflect the expe-
rience of seniors living in a 
retirement residence. In the 
taped version, choir mem-
bers are prompted to dis-
play props when cued to by 
words in the song. It was all 

choreographed so residents 
could have a lot of fun learn-
ing and rehearsing the song 
and eventually performing 
it.

Residents rehearsed five 
days a week at 10:30 a.m. for 
six weeks in the lounge area 
while, of course, respect-
ing proper social distanc-
ing. The practices started 
shortly after the COVID-19 
shutdown came into effect. 
Piano accompaniment was 
provided by resident Valerie 
Butler.

“It was a fun thing,” says 
Hartson-Lalonde. “They 
could look forward to it 
every day.”

When it came time to re-
cord the performance to 
provide a video to local tele-
vision stations, residents 
dressed in bright spring 
clothing. Cooks and servers 
got in on the act too as the 
dining room is mentioned 
in the song. The video clip 
was shown on CTV Ottawa 
on April 21.

jcurry@ottawavoice.ca

Submitted photo
Dianne Hartson-Lalonde (left) directs the Hazeldean 
Gardens’ choir as resident Valerie Butler (right) provides 
piano accompaniment.
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John Curry photo
A car decorated with butterfly artwork and celebrating with a tambourine passes by the 
home of Doreen Bell as she watches a vehicle drive-by parade in her honour from her front 
porch on her 89th birthday on Friday, May 8.

Birthday drive-by parade kept a surprise
JOHN CURRY

It was a birthday celebra-
tion like never before for 
Doreen Bell.

Turning 89 on Friday, May 
8, the Stittsville resident 
seldom ventures from her 
home these days, espe-
cially under present pan-
demic circumstances. She 
remains, though, in good 
health. 

She has been an active 
member of St. Thomas 
Anglican Church, serving 
on parish council and other 
committees. 

So, to celebrate her birth-
day, her friends, family and 
fellow parishioners, led by 
long-time fellow parish-
ioner Pete Torunski, orga-
nized a drive-by parade 
in front of her home on 
Andrew Alexander Court.

Participants assembled 
for the motorcade along 
the street and the overflow 
in the Bradley’s Insurance 
parking lot. Over 25 vehicles 
would take part in the end, 
far more than expected.

A temporary mail box 
had been set up at the end 
of Doreen’s driveway so 
friends and family could 
drop cards or notes of con-
gratulations if they wished. 

At precisely 4 p.m. Doreen 
was ushered outside where 
she stood in front of her 

Submitted photo
Doreen Bell

home, accompanied 
by her daughter Glenda 
Fairbrother, to witness the 
surprise birthday drive-by 
motorcade

Some cars were decorated 
with balloons, stream-
ers and signs. Horns were 
blowing, noisemakers filled 
the air and many shouted 
birthday wishes to Doreen 
through open car windows. 

When the motorcade fin-
ished, several of Doreen’s 
long-time friends returned 
to chat (being careful to 
physical distance) with 
Doreen for a time before 
leaving. Neighbour Doug 
Lee, who has lived beside 
the Bell home ever since 
it was built in 1958, came 
over as well to wish Doreen 
a happy birthday.

This birthday motorcade 

marked quite a birthday 
day for Doreen as she had 
participated in two Zoom 
birthday gatherings already 
that day. 

Motorcade organizer 
Pete Torunski left nothing 
to chance in organizing the 
birthday drive-by. He called 
on his training and experi-
ence from his 26-year RCAF 
career. He had notified 
nearby homeowners and 
reached out to police who 
advised on the best time 
for the motorcade as to not 
interfere with other traffic.

Despite all the planning 
there was one unexpected 
turn-of-events with the 
unscheduled appearance 
of a landscaper arriving at 
about 3:30 p.m to aerate 
Doreen’s lawn. Hurried 
checks with the landscaper 
determined that he would 
be gone before the motor-
cade’s 4 p.m. launch. And 
he was!

All in all, it turned out to 
be a most memorable 89th 
birthday for Doreen. 

“Mom was overwhelmed, 
in a good way, with the ex-
citement,” her daugh-
ter Glenda told Your 
Community Voice, adding 
that Doreen is still talking 
about the event and has 
been looking through all 
the cards and good wishes.

jcurry@ottawavoice.ca
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Paid for by the Government of Ontario
Learn more at ontario.ca/coronavirus

We’re Making a Di�erence 
to Keep Each Other Safe
from COVID-19

Inside or out, stay safe. Save lives.

As businesses begin to reopen, we all need 
to continue our e�orts to protect each other.

Wear a face 
covering 

when physical 
distancing is a 

challenge

Practice 
physical 

distancing.
Stay two 

metres away 
from others

Wash hands 
thoroughly 
and often

2 m
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In Memoriam

Always so good, unselfi sh and kind
None on this earth your equal I’ll fi nd.
Honorable and true in all your ways,

Loving and faithful to the end of your days,
Honest and liberal, ever upright,

Just in your judgment, always right;
Loved by your friends and all whom you knew,

One in a million, that husband was you
As 10 years has passed, our hearts still sore,

As time rolls on we miss you more;
A loving father, tender and kind.

What beautiful memories you left behind.
 

Love always, Carolyn, Tara,
Justin, Joel, Courtney and Brooke

In loving
memory of a

dear Husband
and Wonderful 

Father

Rory
Bradley

In Memoriam

Sadly missed along life’s way
Quietly remembered every day
No longer in our lives to share

But in our hearts he’s always there

Love Debbie, Kevin, Brent, Jill and families

In loving 
memory of
our brother

Rory Bradley, 
who passed 

away
10 years ago

May 22, 2010.

In Memoriam

The article described 
how staff at Denis Morris 
High School there had 
distributed lawn signs to 
the homes of each of its 
220 graduating students. 
She shared the article with 
Sacred Heart’s administra-
tion and with the dead of 
student services Cindy 
Zwolak. 

Administration and staff, 
with the support of princi-
pal Brent Hopkins, quickly 
rubber stamped the idea 
to offset the disappoint-
ment graduates were 
feeling about the post-
ponement of the gradu-
ation ceremony until the 
fall and the cancellation of 
the prom. 

Vice-principal Mary Jane 
Gillier-Symes engaged the 
talents of her son Justin, a 
2017 Sacred Heart grad 
and currently a student 
in the game development 
program at Algonquin 
College, to design the sign. 
The design was done and 
approved and a company 
engaged by Wednesday, 
May 6, with the signs 
printed by Friday morn-
ing, May 8. But there were 
still the logistics of get-
ting them delivered and 

>>SIGNS, FROM PAGE 1 placed on the front lawns 
of the school’s graduating 
students.

One group of staff vol-
unteers phoned the par-
ents of all 265 of the Class 
of 2020 students to verify 
the home address and ask 
permission to post the sign 
on the front lawn. Another 
group of staff volunteers 
delivered the signs on 
Friday afternoon, May 8. 

All of this was accom-
plished by adhering 
to physical distancing 
requirements.

Since the placement of 
the signs was to be a sur-
prise for the graduating 
students, the staff vol-
unteers simply placed 
them on the front lawn 
and walked away. But not 
before many received 
positive responses from 
neighbours who were 
outside at the time, from 
people walking by and 
from parents who noticed 
the placement of the sign 
and went outside to ex-
press appreciation for the 
gesture.

On Saturday, May 9, the 
graduating students all 
received a message from 
Sacred Heart staff which 
read as follows: “Like nin-
jas we dropped off a little 

surprise. Now it’s your turn 
to show off your Sacred 
Heart pride. Whether 
prom wear or quarantine 
fashion inspires you, we’d 
love to see photos with 
that grad sign beside you! 
Make sure to hashtag it 
#OurSHHS. Let’s show ev-
erybody that our Huskies 
are the best!!” 

Sacred Heart’s grad 
Instagram account and 
Twitter have featured pho-
tos of the grads with their 
signs as well as messages 
from parents and commu-
nity members expressing 
thanks and praise for the 
project. 

Sacred Heart teacher 
Allyson Weatherdon, who 
helped deliver the grad 
signs, reported receiving 
lots of positive feedback, 
not only from Sacred Heart 
students and parents but 
also from community 
members. 

Weatherdon feels that the 
signs, “will hopefully pro-
vide a little bit of comfort 
to our grads during this 
difficult time.”

Michelle Moo of Stittsville 
sent out the following mes-
sage: “A shout out to the 
Sacred heart staff! What a 
lovely gesture.” 

jcurry@ottawavoice.ca

Maple Grove Road proposal
to intensify existing lot

BY JOHN CURRY
There’s one house today at 1869 Maple 

Grove Road. 
There could soon be 18 on the .4 hect-

are site.
A zoning bylaw amendment and plan 

of subdivision has been submitted to the 
city for a development of 16 townhomes 
and two semi-detached homes on the lot.

The property is surrounded by the 
Fairwinds subdivision with Maple Grove 
Road to the south, Mykonos Crescent to 
the west and Bensinger Way to the north. 
A row of existing townhomes front-
ing onto Grenadine Street are along the 
eastern boundary of the property. Both 
Mykonos and Bensinger serve existing 
townhomes.

Under the proposal, rows of townhomes 

will front onto Maple Grove to the south 
and Bensinger to the north, with each unit 
having direct access to the street. 

The two proposed semi-detached 
homes will front onto Mykonos with ac-
cess to both units provided through a 
shared driveway. 

All of the new homes will be three sto-
reys. Each will have a private garage. The 
driveways will be of sufficient length to 
provide additional parking for visitors. 
This will exceed the city’s minimum park-
ing requirement.

For more information, contact city 
planner Stream Shen at 613-580-2424, 
ext. 24488 or via email at stream.shen@
ottawa.ca.

jcurry@ottawavoice.ca
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We’re here to help.
Times are hard right now. We want to
keep you safe, happy and connected.

 • We’d be happy to help set up a virtual call so you
  can stay in contact with your friends and families.

 • Join in the fun at one of our virtual activities from
  fitness classes, concerts, paint nights and more!

  Call us today for more information

613.595.1116 | BridlewoodRetirement.com613.903.6136 | TimberwalkRetirement.com

O�ering Personal Virtual
Tours Book Your’s Today!

During these crazy times, Your Community Voice is sponsoring

The Worst Home
Hair Cut Contest!

Send in a selfi e of what you look like now to editorial@ottawavoice.ca
Must include in subject line “Hair Contest”. Th e most

unusual hair style will win a free re-do by a local professional
hair stylist. We will publish the most interesting pics.

Do you
suff er from

Quarantine 
Hair?

News

Daughter of Richmond Care Home
resident adapts to new normal

BY JOHN CURRY

When one door closes, 
another one opens.

I t ’s  a  q u o t e  f r o m 
Alexander Graham Bell, the 
inventor of the telephone, 
and a motto Richmond’s 
Jean O’Connor lives by.

Unable to keep up regu-
lar visits with her mother 
Bernice at the Richmond 
Care Home due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic re-
strictions, Jean keeps con-
nected virtually through 
modern tech gadgets.

Other family members 
also turn to the old-fash-
ioned phone every day to 
stay in touch. 

Jean is also helping out 
staff sewing 1,500 cloth 
masks and dozens of head-
bands for staff in the home.

She misses the close con-
tact with her mother but 

understands the restric-
tions ensure a safer envi-
ronment for residents.  

Jean takes comfort know-
ing the staff in the home 
are very committed to 
keeping residents healthy 
and active. Residents are 
kept engaged through 
exercise sessions, special 
activities and Zoom calls 
with families. 

“We have taken a vow to 

take care of these women,” 
supervisor Amy England 
says about the residents. 
“We are their surrogate 
family.”

The Richmond Care 
Home on Nixon Farm 
Drive is a 16-bed home 
specially designed and op-
erated to care for women 
living with dementia. 

jcurry@ottawavoice.ca

Submitted photo
Jean O’Connor (right) with 
her mother Bernice in pre-
COVID-19 times.

Submitted photo
Some of the 1,500 face masks 
provided by Jean O’Connor 
to the Richmond Care Home.
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VISIONVISION
IRON WORKSIRON WORKS

Steel custom-made railings and wall railings.
For everyone you care about. Safety goes a long way.

TERRY • 613-796-2539

3 SWEETNAM DR., BUILDING 1. #144, STITTSVILLE
VISIONIRONWORKS@GMAIL.COM WWW.VISIONIRONWORKS.COM

FREE ESTIMATES

IRON WORKS

Commercial or Residential
thewaterdoctor.ca • 613-880-0587

WE’RE THERE FOR YOU WHEN YOUR WATER BREAKS
� Plumbing
� Water Treatment
� Softeners
� U.V. Sterilizers
� Water Pumps
� Wells & Extensions

WATER

613-256-5129 • 3331 March Road, Carp
tcwater@tcwater.ca

•Water Softeners
•Iron/Sulphur Filters
•UV Systems
•Reverse Osmosis

•Pumps & Pressure Systems
•MOE Licensed Well Technicians
•30 YEARS IN BUSINESS
•FULLY INSURED

WATER

Dwell Tectonics Ltd.
• Renovations • Restorations • Bathrooms

• Kitchens • In-Law Suites • Basements
• Water Damage Repair

Richard Balon
rpbalon@gmail.com•613-220-1594

References available•Insured•Serving Ottawa for Over 30 Years

HOME IMPROVEMENTHOME IMPROVEMENT

• Interlock Stone Driveways
• Interlock Retaining & Garden Walls
• Interlock Patios & Walkways
• Interlock Repair
• Grub Damage - Sod Repair

FREE ESTIMATES
613-226-8858

Property Maintenance

INTERLOCK

GOT GRUBS

BOOK IN MAY
SAVE THE HST

INTERLOCK

ALL YEAR ROUND LANDSCAPING
RESIDENTIAL LANDSCAPE SERVICES

WWW.ALLYEARROUNDLANDSCAPING.CA

LAWNMOWING, HEDGE TRIMMING AND GARDEN MAINTENANCELAWNMOWING, HEDGE TRIMMING AND GARDEN MAINTENANCE
INTERLOCKING/NATURAL STONE LANEWAYS, WALKWAYS ,INTERLOCKING/NATURAL STONE LANEWAYS, WALKWAYS ,

STEPS, PATIOS, RETAINING WALLS, GARDEN WALLS,STEPS, PATIOS, RETAINING WALLS, GARDEN WALLS,
PVC/WOOD/STEEL FENCES & DECKS, SODDING/SEED LAWNS & MOREPVC/WOOD/STEEL FENCES & DECKS, SODDING/SEED LAWNS & MORE

Call today for a FREE estimate! 613-600-6717
email jeffrey@allyearround-landscaping.ca

LANDSCAPING

L.A. SICOLI
MASONRY &

RESTORATION

• Chimney Repairs • Window Sills
• Custom Stone Work • Repointing

• Parging • Flagstone
• Stone Foundation Wall Repairs

• Cultured Stone • Interlocking Stone

FREE Estimates
Luciano Sicoli, Owner • 613-859-4684

MASONRY

Masonry Creations
Brick, Block, Stone, Glass Block,

Restoration, Repointing, Fireplaces,
Garage Floors, Parging.

All Your Chimney 
Repair Needs!

Phil Smith, Owner/Operator

613-884-7678

MASONRY

Ottawa Valley Masonry

Free quote call Byron @ 613-720-6695

• Chimneys
• Window Sills
• Repointing

• Brick Replacement

• Steps
• Parging

Specializing in Masonry Repairs

EXCELLENT SERVICE

MASONRY

Ray’s Tree Removal Service
• Trimming
• Stump Removal

Same Day / Emergency Service

Senior
Discount25%

FullyFully
InsuredInsured 613-850-4444

TREE SERVICES

This space could be yours!
Please call 613-45-VOICE (613-458-6423)

ext 101 to fi nd out how.

COMMUNITY BUSINESS DIRECTORY - 613-458-6423 X101

A1 CARPENTRY
GENERAL CONTRACTORS

CALL PHIL 6138289546

ALL TYPES OF RENOVATIONS
Finished Basements, Bathrooms, Kitchens, Flooring,
Framing, Drywall, Painting, Baseboards, Windows,

Doors, Decks, Fences and More!FR
EE

 ES
TI

M
AT

ES

35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

CARPENTRY

WOW! RENOVATIONS

COMPLETE DRYWALL SERVICES
& RENOVATION PROJECTS

Mr. Doris Guay - 30 years experience
613-229-9101 • doris.guay33@gmail.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT
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COMMUNITY BUSINESS DIRECTORY - 613-458-6423 X101

HUNT’S
PAINTING

Scott Hunt • 613-612-9727
hunts-painting@rogers.com

• FREE Estimates
• Drywall & minor repairs

BRINGING HOMES TO LIFE

PAINTING

BELL PLUMBING
• Residential Installations and Repairs • Licensed and Insured

• Renovations • Custom Homes • Servicing the Area Since 1978

613-836-2736

PLUMBING

RENOVATIONS

Valley Home Solutions
Complete home improvements and renovations

Trust one contractor from start to fi nish
Specializing in basement design and construction

• Plumbing • Electrical • Flooring • Drywall
• Painting • Doors and Trim • Framing • Tiling

Free written estimates, call Gary 613-866-4920
Fully Insured • Satisfaction guaranteed!!

ROOFING

Complete Property Maintenance
Commercial and Residential 

Spring and fall clean ups • Lawn cutting
Flower bed design & maintenance
Tree pruning & hedge trimming

Interlock services – 
patios, walkways, stairs and more!

613-836-2111
www.completepropertymaintenance.ca

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

BH Roofing
ONE CALL DOES IT ALL

613-277-9713
www.bhroofing.ca

15 years Warranty
on labour

Over 30 years
experience

Fully insured
Free Estimates

ROOFING

FENCES & DECKS
Sales•Installation•Repairs

to All Types And Sizes of
Fences•Decks•Railings•Interlock•Landscaping

info@diamondview.ca or 613 227 8608
2510 Old Second Line Rd Kanata

DECKS & FENCES

Fully Insured. Independently Owned and Operated in Ottawa since 1998. *Electrical work performed by ECRA contractors.

613-723-5021
Ottawa.handymanconnection.com

Carpentry • Electrical* • Plumbing
Kitchen & Bath Remodels

• Painting • General Repairs

One Call Gets the Things 
You Want Done...DONE!

HANDY MAN

PERKINS DECKS
Custom Made Decks
Red Cedar, Pressure Treated

FREE Estimates • Fully Insured
25 Year Experience

613-761-0671
www.perkinsdecks.com

DECKS

COVERS INSTALLED
Eavestrough Cleaning
Minor Repairs for Soffit & Fascia
WINDOW CLEANING
Free Estimates – All Work Guaranteed
613-852-0425

EAVESTROUGH & GUTTER CLEANING
EAVESTROUGH

Call or Text 613-485-2626
contact@a2zpropertymaintenance.ca

www.a2zpropertymaintenance.ca

•Lawn & Garden Maintenance
•Hedge & Shrub Trimming
•Window & Eavestrough Cleaning
•Much More Just ask!

YARD MAINTENANCE

The Odd Job Man

Drywall & repairs•Tile & fl oor•Deck & fence
Carpentry work•Kitchen & bath•Painting
Plumbing & electrical• Garden & design

THERE IS NO JOB TOO SMALL FOR US!

www.theoddjobman.ca•613-220-5488•info@theoddjobman.cawww.theoddjobman.ca•613-220-5488•info@theoddjobman.ca

HANDY MAN

Kitchens, Bathrooms and Basements
GENERAL REPAIRS

Eavestroughing • Fencing • Plumbing • Hardwood Flooring
Siding • Drain Cleaning • Emergency Calls • Painting

Call Anytime: (613) 299-7333

RENOVATIONS

• Junk & Clutter Removal
• Estate & Moving Cleanouts
• Fences & Decks Torn Down
• Construction & Reno Debris
• Lawn & Garden Waste, Trees Cut
• Small Shed & Building Demolition

CHEAP RATES • NO-NONSENSE
ALWAYS AVAILABLE

613-899-7269

JUNK REMOVAL

PAUL SWINWOOD
DESIGNDESIGN

Web Design • Graphic DesignWeb Design • Graphic Design

paulswinwooddesign.compaulswinwooddesign.com

COMPUTERS

ALPINE INTERLOCKINGALPINE INTERLOCKING
613-832-7233613-832-7233

Serving Ottawa and Area over 30 years!Serving Ottawa and Area over 30 years!

Free EstimatesFree Estimates
alpineinterlocking@gmail.comalpineinterlocking@gmail.com

INTERLOCK

LANDSCAPING

Small Renos • Trim Install • Handyman • Spray painting • Small Repairs

PAINTING
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J E N A ND L U C Y . C A
S A L E S  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S

J e n  M a c D o n a l d  &  L  u c y  W e b s t e r

‘Speedy winger’ taking his game to Sudbury

Submitted photo
Owen Hardy

BY JOHN CURRY

Owen Hardy is taking his 
game north.

T h e  1 6 - y e a r - o l d 
Stittsville resident was 
drafted 50th overal l 
in the recent Ontario 
Hockey League draft by 
the Sudbury Wolves.

The top scorer for the 
Brockville Braves midget 
team this past team 
was the Wolves’ third 
selection.

Jerrett DeFazio, the 
Ottawa area scout for 
Sudbury described Owen 
as “a speedy winger who 
is relentless on pucks and 
creates plays using his vi-
sion and soft hands.” 

W o l v e s ’  G e n e r a l 
Manager Rob Papineau 
told Your Community 
Voice after the draft that 
Owen’s quickness on 
the ice consistently im-
pressed his scouting staff 

Hardy averaged more 
than a point a game 
this past season with 
Brockville contributing 
18 goals and 35 assists 
for 53 points in 45 games.

Owen also played this 
past season with the 
Sacred Heart High School 
boys’ hockey team which 
had an undefeated sea-
son, winning the city 
c h a m p i o n s h i p.  T h e 
team’s trip to the provin-
cial high school hockey 
championship was can-
celled due to the COVID-
19 outbreak.

The OHL draft was held 
online due to the COVID-
19 crisis, with Owen and 
his father Russ watch-
ing it in real time. The 

younger Hardy had talked 
to a few teams prior to the 
draft but none had com-
mitted to him. However, 
he did think that Sudbury 
gave him the “best vibe” 
about being selected.

The Grade 11 student 
at Sacred Heart High 
School has always called 
Stittsville home. 

He began in initiation 
and novice programs be-
fore moving to the Ottawa 
Silver Seven program for 
atom and peewee. He re-
turned to the Stittsville 
Rams for his first year of 
bantam and then played 
for a Quebec-based trav-
elling team before playing 
minor midget and midget 
with the Braves organiza-
tion the past two seasons.

Hardy feels  he has 
the game to make the 
Sudbury team coming 
out of training camp. If 
he doesn’t catch on with 
the OHL club, he has the 
option to play with the 
Brockville Braves of the 
Tier 2 Junior A Central 
Canada Hockey League. 

Still on his radar as 
well is playing univer-
sity hockey in the United 
States if he doesn’t suit up 
with the Wolves.

He remains focused on 
making the Sudbury club 
and is preparing for it as 
well as he can despite 
being away from the ice 
because of the COVID-19 
crisis. He has a gym in his 

basement where he can 
lift weights. He also has 
a hockey net outside for 
shooting practice. 

In addition, he is doing 
a lot of running and roller 
blading. He knows all 
players will be in the same 
boat regarding training 
this summer. He is fo-
cused on working hard 
and doing everything he 

can to be ready for when 
training camp opens.

Russ Hardy has instilled 
in his son that it is effort 
that really counts and 
makes good things hap-
pen. Owen has taken this 
to heart and believes in 
always giving 100 percent 
and never giving up.

Like every Canadian 
kid who has laced up the 

skates his ultimate goal is 
to make it to the National 
Hockey League.

“The NHL would be a 
dream come true,” Owen 
said.

The young player real-
izes the odds are long but 
he promises no one will 
knock him off his goal.

 jcurry@ottawavoice.ca

Submitted photo
Owen Hardy (left) uses his speed to carry the puck away from an opposing player during 
game action last season. The Stittsville resident was the top scoer for the Brockville Braves 
midget team, leading to his being drafted by the Sudbury Wolves of the Ontario Hockey 
Leaguel

Submitted photo
Owen Hardy of Stittsville 
has impressed the Sudbury 
Wolves’ scouts with his 
quickness on the ice.
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
CONSULTATION 

Opening Grade Structure, Attendance  
Boundary and other associated changes for a 

New Stittsville Secondary School

Background: Following the Ministry of Education 
announcement of capital funding in March 2018, 
the Stittsville Community will be welcoming a 
new secondary school (1353 pupil place) to serve 
grades 7–12 students in the Stittsville area. The 
school will be located on the south/west corner of 
Robert Grant Avenue and Cope Drive. The opening 
date is scheduled for September 2022.

A working group that was formed in the Fall of 
2019 in order to consider possible boundary 
options, grade structure and other associated 
changes in the area, has completed its part of 
the process and supports moving to the next 
stage of the process, the public consultation that 
commences this month.

As a result of the Covid-19 pandemic and 
Government imposed restrictions that have been 
put in place on public gatherings, participation in 
this public consultation will be done virtually.

Here’s how: Beginning May 11th, 2020 visit  
ocdsb.ca/stittsville to watch the video and view the 
draft staff recommendation report, FAQ updates, 
and other important information.

You can then provide feedback in two ways:

1. Email us at newstittsvilless.study@ocdsb.ca

2. Take part in the Thoughtexchange with the link 
provided on the webpage. 

We thank everyone for their cooperation and 
patience and look forward to your participation in 
this consultation.

• Landscaping by a Professional Team
• Award Winning Company

40
YEARS

Matheson Landscaping Services LTD.
613-839-2730

mathesonlandscaping@rogers.com

•SHRUBS & TREES
       •SHAPING
             •PRUNING

GIRONES LAWYERS
1-866-701-5811 • 613-599-3535

www.gironeslawyers.com
agirones@gironeslaw.com

300 Terry Fox Drive, Suite 300 Kanata

Injured? Call us, we can help

Andrea Girones B.A LL.B M.B.A.

GIRONES
LAWYERS

INJURY LAW

Long term Care and Infection Control Requirements
In homes across the world where we care for the sick and elderly the Covid-19 pandemic 

has taken a terrible toll. One might be tempted to throw one’s arms up and say “how could 
this have been predicted?”

Well frankly it was very predictable.  We have known since at least SARS that long term 
care facilities were vulnerable. In our province vast numbers of retirement and LTC homes 
have  been outsourced to for-profi t corporations whose goal is to make money by charging 
high fees and cutting costs to the bone. A recent Globe and Mail investigation revealed 
that most homes rely on workers who have no paid sick days, are encouraged to work in 
multiple homes and who have no safety net if they are sick or injured. Most of them are new 
Canadians and/or female. 

Despite the fact that almost every year there are outbreaks of the fl u, which can be deadly 
to the sick and elderly, these home have, apparently, no stored PPE for their workers. The 
home are also fi lled to the brim so that the sick cannot be isolated from the healthy. Not 
offering their staff full time, permanent positions, means many will come to work sick as 
they have no choice. Most workers need to work in at least 2 or 3 different homes thereby 
increasing the transmission vectors for all infectious diseases.

These homes should have been the BEST prepared, with trained staff, a supply of 
protective gear and stringent infection control protocols. Well, clearly not. The government has 
also failed to improve funding as the population grew and became more and more dependant 
on care for dementia and cognitive decline. As recently as 2019, the Ontario Association of 
Long Term Care was calling on the government for different staffi ng strategies to meet the 
ever increasing staff shortages in long term care.

As a society we will have to deal with this failure by our government, our private 
corporations and ourselves in short order. We will need to consider whether private corporations 
should be allowed to profi t by taking shortcuts and gambling with the lives of our elderly.  

What level of profi t justifi es this neglect?  Were the Covid deaths preventable with due 
care and diligence? Did this profi teering lead to poor and possibly negligent care? While the 
Covid-19 virus is novel, the risk to our most vulnerable  living in residential homes was not. 
It was fully predictable and preventable.

Whenever our courts re-open I suspect they will eventually be asked to deal with this. If 
you feel your loved one was the victim of long term care home neglect, seek advice. Every 
life matters.

Redblacks draft Brad Cowan in sixth round
BY JOHN CURRY

Bell Warriors and Sacred 
Heart high school alumni 
Brad Cowan will start his 
professional football ca-
reer in his own backyard.

The Ottawa Redblacks 
made the Ashton na-
tive their first pick in the 
sixth round of the recent 
Canadian Football League 
entry draft.

The six-foot, three-inch 

235-pund linebacker 
is a graduate of the Sir 
Wilfrid Laurier Golden 
Hawks where he won the 
Yates Cup, emblematic 
of the Ontario University 
Association champion-
ship, in his rookie season.

In the 2019 season, 
Cowan had 27 tackles 
and was credited with 2 ½ 
sacks. 

 “We think he’ll be good to 
compete in special teams 

right away,” first-year 
Redblacks head coach Paul 
LaPolice said of Cowan 
after the draft.

Cowan played peewee 
and bantam with the 
Warriors which draws 
players from Stittsville, 
Richmond, Goulbourn, 
Bells Corners, Bayshore, 
Britannia and Crystal 
Beach. He won awards at 
both levels before moving 
on to the Bel-Air Norsemen 
for midget play. It was 
there he won the National 
Capital Amateur Football 
Association league cham-
pionship and first caught 
the attention of university 
recruiters. 

“One thing I always ap-
preciated in my years 
coaching Brad was that he 
had great football instincts 
and was very athletic and 
agile for such a big young 
man,” says Paul Stewart, 
his former Warriors coach.

Cowan received the 
Bell Warriors Jim Wagdin 
Scholarship in 2016. At that 
time, he acknowledged 
that the club had taught 
him the importance of 
teamwork, commitment 
and putting the best inter-
ests of the team ahead of 

Submitted photo
Brad Cowan

any personal interests. 
“ We  a re  s o  h a p py 

for and proud of Brad 
with all he has accom-
plished,” Stewart told 
Your Community Voice. 
“It is awesome to see him 
continue to strive to ful-
fill his dream of playing 
pro football in the CFL 
and to have an opportu-
nity to do it with our home 
team the Redblacks is truly 
amazing.”

jcurry@ottawavoice.ca

SMHA cancels annual
general meeting again

BY JOHN CURRY
The Stittsville Minor Hockey Association has once 

again postponed its annual general meeting.
A virtual meeting had been planned for May 19 but 

Hockey Canada and Hockey Eastern Ontario have both 
advised local minor hockey associations against hold-
ing electronic voting for executive positions on the vol-
unteer boards. 

As a result, the SMHA is postponing its annual general 
meeting indefinitely.

Those in positions presently will continue in them 
until an in-person election can be held.

President Scott Phelan and director of competitive 
hockey Scott Rogers were acclaimed to their posi-
tions prior to the cancelled AGM. In addition, Andrew 
Staniforth will continue as the SMHA’s representative 
to the Ottawa Valley Silver Seven organization.

Regular executive meetings will continue to be held to 
prepare for the upcoming 2020-21 season.

jcurry@ottawavoice.ca
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HAZELDEAN GARDENS RETIREMENT RESIDENCE
6130 Hazeldean Road, Stittsville K2S 2M2         www.hazeldeangardens.ca

Located nearby in the heart of Stitt svill e

Whether you may be considering moving in permanently, or just a
temporary stay, CALL US TODAY at 613-903-6949 for more information.

Hazeldean Gardens
is ready and able to meet your 

needs in 3 important areas:

Concerned about 
your health and 

well-being in these 
uncertain times?

Registered nursing staff on site 24/7 to respond 
with appropriate care should it ever be 
needed

Nutritious meals attractively presented by 
our foodservices team led by a Certif ied 
Nutritionist and Red Seal Chef

Wide variety of recreational activities and 
physical f itness programs to promote healthy, 
active lifestyles


