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Join me for the West Carleton’s MPP Family SkateJoin me for the West Carleton’s MPP Family Skate
11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. on Monday, March 16th11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. on Monday, March 16th

at the Cavanagh Sensplex – 5670 Carp Road, Kinburnat the Cavanagh Sensplex – 5670 Carp Road, Kinburn

Constance Bay firefighters recently received their first round of training in ice water rescue. It marks the start of a pilot program in which rural firefighters from Fitzroy Harbour and Osgoode are training their 
colleagues in that area of expertise. It will one day allow Constance Bay firefighters to respond to water rescue calls and also support Fitzroy Harbour’s specialty water and ice rescue team. 

Testing the Waters...

Erin McCracken photos
Constance Bay firefighter Brian Lowden, left, hangs tight while he waits for fellow Constance Bay firefighter Ian Bottriell to 
wrap him in a safety rope before being pulled from freezing water onto an ice shelf near the Galetta hydro dam on March 1.

Fitzroy Habour firefighter and lead instructor Jason Muise, 
right, teaches his colleagues a rope-pull rescue technique.

Constance Bay’s Lieut. Wade Wallace, left, keeps an eye on 
his rope pulley system while rescuing firefighter Jon Jordan. 

PLEASE SEE PAGE 6
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Fire crews respond to 
truck fire

Fire crews were called to 
Torbolton Ridge after a 911 
call came in reporting a truck 
on fire on March 1 a little after 
6:30 p.m.

Upon arrival at the de-
tached garage at 4640 
Torbolton Ridge Rd. there 
was just smoke to deal with 
and ventilate.

“Men were working on 
the truck with tools. During 
the work, fire broke out and 
they extinguished it with per-
sonal fire extinguishers,” said 
District 6 Sector Chief Bill 
Bell.

The fire did not spread to 
the structure and the truck 
suffered minimal damage.

The men were assessed and 

treated for minor smoke in-
halation, Bell said.

According to the Ottawa 
Fire Services communica-
tions centre, paramedics 
were also on scene to  pro-
vide additional patient care.

Firefighters battle 
house fire

More than 50 firefight-
ers battled a house fire that 
broke out at 2615 Galetta 
Side Rd., west of Carp Road, 
on Feb. 29 around 1:30 a.m. 

A fire investigator deter-
mined the cause was im-
properly discarded wood 
pellets that were still hot, 
confirmed District 6 Sector 
Chief Bill Bell.

The first fire crews to arrive 

saw smoke and flames com-
ing from the roof. Fitzroy 
Harbour firefighters 
launched an aggressive at-
tack, but the fire had already 
spread to the attic, Bell said, 
adding the tin roof impeded 
their efforts.

Two people were displaced 
as the home was considered 
a total loss, said Bell. Some 
contents were saved but 
damages are estimated at 
$600,000.

In addition to Fitzroy 
Harbour, responding sta-
tions included Kinburn, 
Constance Bay, Dunrobin, 
Stittsville and Kanata North.

Suspects nabbed 
after Carp break-in

Patrol officers en route to 
a break-in in progress in 
Carp quickly stopped a ve-
hicle and arrested two sus-
pects matching a witness’s 
description.

The officers had been on 
their way to the 400-block of 
Donald B. Munro Dr. on Feb. 
28 around 3 a.m. where two 
men had broken into a busi-
ness to steal a large quantity 
of merchandise, according 
to police.

Their vehicle was located in 
the area. The suspects were 

arrested without incident 
and the merchandise was 
recovered, investigators say.

Adam Horner, 34, and 
Anthony Martinez, 59, both 
of Ottawa, are charged with 
break-and-enter and pos-
session of break-and-enter 
instruments. Martinez also 
faces two counts of breach-
ing a recognizance. Horner is 
also facing charges of breach 
of recognizance and breach 
of probation. 

 

Police hunt vehicles, 
suspects

West Carleton and South 
March residents should keep 
their eyes peeled for two ve-
hicles and three to four males 
connected to a string of resi-
dential break-ins in Kanata 
North, according to West 
Carleton’s community po-
lice officer.

Ottawa police recently 
released images of a white 
four-door Mercedes Benz 
AMG GLE 2015-19 coupe 
and a black Ford F-150 2017-
20 Raptor four-door pickup 
truck, and two suspects.

Investigators believe three 
to four males are connect-
ed to a series of residential 
break-ins in Kanata North 
and Orleans on Feb. 4 and 

5, and that the two vehicles 
were in Ottawa Feb. 2 to 7.

“Police are asking anyone 
who recalls seeing these two 
vehicles together, possibly in 
your neighbourhood or at a 
hotel, during the first week of 
February to contact them,” 
the department said in a 
statement on Feb. 25.

Const. Jeff Kostuch, com-
munity police officer for 
West Carleton, said officers 
believe the suspects are not 
from Ottawa but will likely 
return to target other neigh-
bourhoods in the city.

Two suspects are described 
as black men between 20 and 
40 years old. Anyone with in-
formation is asked to call the 
break-and-enter unit at 613-
236-1222, ext. 5192.

Car flips near the Bay
Emergency crews were 

called to the Constance Bay 
area where a Honda Civic 
had flipped onto its roof on 
Feb. 22 around 6:30 p.m. on 
Dunrobin Road about two 
kilometres from Constance 
Bay Road.

The lone occupant did not 
need to be extricated from 
the car, but was treated by 
Constance Bay firefighters 
and Ottawa paramedics, 
said District 6 Sector Chief 

Bill Bell. The driver’s medical 
condition was not immedi-
ately known.

Vehicle catches fire

Carp firefighters doused a 
fire that fully engulfed a small 
passenger vehicle on Hwy. 
417 on Feb. 12.

The lone occupant of the 
vehicle escaped the ve-
hicle after pulling over to 
the shoulder of the east-
bound lane of Hwy. 417 
near Panmure Road, west of 
Marathon Village. The driver 
called 911 at 4:43 p.m. when 
flames appeared.

“Nobody was hurt in this 
fire,” Bell said.

Charges laid
A suspect has been charged 

in connection with breaking 
into a business south of Carp.

Police were called to the 
100-block of Cardevco Rd. 
on Dec. 5. Two suspects had 
broken in around 1 a.m. and 
stole the cash box, according 
to investigators.

Police charged Christiane 
Tessier, 37, on Jan. 30 with 
break and enter, mischief 
under $5,000 and possession 
of break and enter tools. The 
investigation is ongoing. 

emccracken@ottawavoice.ca

Emergency News

BY ANIL JHALLI

A robotics team, whose members 
include West Carleton Secondary 
School students, has unveiled its 
creation for the upcoming compe-
tition season.

Merge Robotics will compete 
in competitions this month at 
Carleton University and North Bay.

The team designed and built a 
remote-controlled robot that can 
protect a shieldless city from an in-
coming asteroid storm. 

The $4,000 robot also has the abil-
ity to shoot fuel cell balls, in keep-
ing with the Star Wars theme.

The creation, made mostly of 
aluminum with 3D-printed parts, 
took six weeks to complete. It was 

publicly unveiled Feb. 26 at the 
Beaverbrook library branch in 
Kanata.

Merge Robotics will join forces 
with two other teams in the up-
coming competitions.

Points will be earned based on 

how many fuel cell balls are re-
leased, as well as the robot’s abil-
ity to spin and climb.

Sam Tucker, a Grade 9 student at 
West Carleton Secondary School 
who joined the squad last year, 
did the math. The team of nearly 
50 students worked seven days a 
week once the challenge was first 
announced on Jan. 4, totalling 230 
hours of work.

“Every competition is so much 
fun and it’s exciting to see what 
other teams have created,” said 
Sam.

Kendra Shaw, who helped launch 
the volunteer-led robotics pro-
gram in 2015, praised the students.

“It’s awe inspiring,” she said of 
their commitment. 

“To see how much they have 
grown, how much they learned, 
and how some of them keep com-
ing back, it’s amazing to watch.”

anil@ottawavoice.ca

Team creates 
competition robot

Anil Jhalli photo
Members of Merge Robotics recently 
unveiled their robot for the 2020 
competition season.

Eastern Regional Clydesdale Association

ANNUAL FUNDRAISING DANCE
Saturday March 7, 2020 8pm -12am

Carp Agricultural Hall
 Music by

Glen Silverson Band 
“ Ole Tyme Country”

Live & Silent Auction
50/50 DRAW
HOT/COLD BUFFET

$15.00
18 & Under FREE
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HAZELDEAN GARDENS RETIREMENT RESIDENCE
6130 Hazeldean Road, Stittsville K2S 2M2         www.hazeldeangardens.ca

FREEFREE admission admission
FREE FREE refreshments & entertainmentrefreshments & entertainment

Tuesday March 17, 2:00 - 4:00 pmTuesday March 17, 2:00 - 4:00 pm
RSVP 613-903-6949RSVP 613-903-6949

Located nearby in the heart of Stitt svill e

JOIN THE FUN AT OURJOIN THE FUN AT OUR
ST. PATRICK’S DAY PARTY!ST. PATRICK’S DAY PARTY!

Tea Talk
Conversation was flowing at 
Bethel-St. Andrew’s United 
Church in Fitzroy Harbour 
on Feb. 19 for the Western 
Ottawa Community 
Resource Centre’s free 
community café. ABOVE: 
Fitzroy Harbour’s Vace Kurt, 
left, and Jack Lougheed took 
part. AT RIGHT: Also in 
attendance were Iva Duncan, 
left, of Kinburn, Phyllis 
Douglas, of Fitzroy Harbour, 
Joan Duffield, of MacLaren’s 
Landing, and Woodlawn’s 
Tonie Church.

Erin McCracken photos

John Roberts Broker
613-832-0902
REMAX HALLMARK

REALTY GROUP, brokerage
www.johnwroberts.com

ACREAGE! Ritchie Street, Constance Bay    
Rare fi nd for acreage in Constance Bay 
to build your new home!  15.64 acres 
of woods located near the boat launch 
and next to Torbolton Forest nature 
trails.  Build your new home here.  
Natural gas & high speed internet 
available.   20 minutes to Kanata’s 
High Tech. 

$269,900

IMMEDIATE POSSESSION! 809 Bayview Drive, Constance Bay    
Delightful 2 bedroom home ideal 
for a single person, couple or small 
family!  Hardwood fl oors refi nished, 
main fl oor laundry, fresh paint, front 
& back decks redone, forced air 
heating & close to forest trails and 
river access. Wonderful community 
to settle down in only minutes to 
Kanata! $249,900

SOLD SOLD

NEW LISTING! WATERFRONT! 1100 Bayview Drive, Constance Bay   
Wonderful 3+1 bedrm home with 
walkout lower level on Buckhams 
Bay with 134 ft of frontage on a 
high & dry lot & steps to the forest.   
Hardwd fl rs in livrm & dinrm, gas 
fi replaces in livrm & famrm, 2 
baths, 2 car garage, n.gas heat, 
newer shingles, windows & septic.  
Only 20 mins to Kanata High Tech.

$549,900

NEW LISTING! 103 KERRY HILL CRESCENT, DUNROBIN
Beautiful 3 bedroom home in Kerscott 
Heights on a gorgeous, sunny 2 acre 
lot with front porch, deck & patio 
plus a soothing pond with waterfall!  
Granite kitchen open to family rm 
with wood burning fi replace, hardwd 
on main level, jacuzzi ensuite, 
fi nished basement, 2 car garage & 
more.  15 mins to Kanata High Tech.

$549,900

NEW LISTING! 493 Cote Street, Ottawa    
Wow!  Incredible 4 bedroom all brick semi-
detached in a fantastic location backing 
onto the St. Laurent Complex just freshly 
painted with refi nished original hardwood 
fl oors, lovely backyard with deck, new 
windows on 2nd fl oor, natural gas heat & 
parking for 3 cars.  Move in Ready!

$409,900

NEW LISTING! Lot 86 Woods Road, Constance Bay      
Pretty, high & dry 70’ x 130’ 
residential building lot located in 
Holiday Hills.  Natural gas available 
at street.  Great spot for your new 
home only 1 block from the Ottawa 
River and Torbolton Forest.  Easy 
commute to the city!

$74,900
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BY DIANA FISHER 

There was a time, not so long 
ago, when a farmer’s wife couldn’t 
get a simple bank loan.

One of this year’s inductees to 

the Ontario Agricultural Hall of 
Fame, Diane Harkins, spoke at 
a recent Women in Agriculture 
symposium.

“I walked into a local bank and 
asked to borrow $1,000,” she re-
members, “to build up my credit 
rating.” When asked what she 
did for a living, Harkins said she 
helped her husband run the farm. 

“That’s not a real job,” the bank-
er told her. 

He proceeded to explain that, 
if she didn’t have her husband, 
brother or father co-sign for her, 
she could not get a loan. Not even 
for $1,000.

Harkins walked out the door 
and across the street to the next 

bank, where she was also denied 
a loan. 

By the time she got to the desk 
of the loan officer at the third 
bank, she says she was fuming. 
She told him that she would stand 
on a street corner selling her own 
homemade bread before she 
would miss a payment. He told 
her he had no doubt she would 
do just that. He gave her the loan. 

Harkins didn’t just set a prec-
edent for farming women at the 
bank. She started the first wom-
en’s farming association. 

As members of the event panel, 
we were asked questions about 
our favourite moments on the 
farm, as well as our biggest 
struggles. 

As the moderator opened up 
the floor to comments from 

members of the audience, 
women shared their stories. 

Finally, one woman stood up 
and said, “There is something 
that is a big part of the farming life 
that no one here has mentioned. 
Mental Illness.” 

Then she sat down, to a silent 
room. 

Back in Harkins’ day, farm fami-
lies worked together to bring in 
the hay, one farm at a time. By 
the time they got to the end of the 
concession, they had a big barn 
dance to celebrate. They pooled 
their labour, their food and their 
resources. They supported each 
other. 

Today, farming can be an ex-
tremely solitary affair. You ei-
ther rent equipment or buy your 
own. The guy down the road 

doesn’t send his kids over to 
help you; he is busy on his own 
farm at exactly the same time.  
If you are lambing or calving in 
winter (I know – crazy, but we did 
it), you might be up early in the 
morning and late into the night, 
keeping an eye on your ewes. 
You could suffer a high number 
of newborn fatalities due to cold. 
Farming can be heartbreaking.

The farming community of 
today may not be about barn 
raisings, fall dances and gather-
ings as it once was. But there is a 
whole new community online, 
ready to commiserate, advise, 
and provide support in your hour 
of need. 

One thing has never changed: 
it’s OK to ask for help. 

dianafisher1@gmail.com
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This is a wake-up call to city 
council and senior management 
at the City of Ottawa.

Time has run out.
Now is the time for dramatic 

action.
There is an urgent need to mini-

mize the damage to our city’s 
reputation, to our financial sus-
tainability, and to our quality of life.

LRT is weighing the city down.
OC Transpo brass like to say the 

transit passenger is their number 
one priority. But lost in the mes-
sage is the public at large: the  
80 per cent who don’t hop on the 
bus or train to get to where they 
are going.

City council owes all taxpayers 
an action plan to rectify what has 
gone drastically wrong with their 
$2.1-billion investment.

Until now, council and man-
agement have been like a deer in 
headlights, frozen into excuses 
and tinkering solutions, igno-
rant of solutions and/or lack of 
transparency.

It has become painfully obvious 
those charged with the 30-year 
maintenance contract aren’t up to 

the job of maintaining our $2-bil-
lion-plus investment in light rail, 
or it was broken even before they 
tried to maintain it.

This was never more evident 
than when passengers were re-
cently forced to evacuate the train 
and walk the tracks back to the St. 
Laurent Station.

Parts are falling off, doors con-
tinue to jam, computer systems 
still have bugs, wheels are flatten-
ing, and the train no longer gets to 
top speed and can’t handle winter 
weather.

Someone needs to demon-
strate leadership, accountabil-
ity, visibility and transparency, 
gather together some intestinal 
fortitude and take some leader-
ship action.

A number of in-camera (for 
legal reasons) and emergency 
public meetings should imme-
diately be convened. There is 
much to review.

Did the train manufacturer, 
Alstom, deliver defective parts 
and equipment? Does the city 
have warranties from Alstom, 
and if not, why not? 

Alstom delivered parts to Ottawa 
and the trains were assembled 
here. Were they properly assem-
bled? Who was contracted for their 
assembly, and what is the warran-
ty, if any, for proper assembly? 

Who was responsible for over-
sight and inspection of the train 
assembly?

Which contractors, or consul-
tants, or city inspectors were 
responsible for signing off on in-
spections and quality control?

Do any entities such as the City, 
Rideau Transit Group or consul-
tants carry liability insurance for 
negligent performance of their 
responsibilities?

To what extent has the City held 
RTG, sub-contractors, consul-
tants or any other entities liable 
for any deficiencies?

The time is now for full 
transparency. 

And it is time NOW for the City 
to retain new independent legal 
counsel and independent consul-
tants to advise on immediate and 
future courses of action and to do 
so in public (and in-camera where 
necessary).

Time is now for full transparency

It’s OK to ask for help
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MARCH VALLEY ROAD TEMPORARY CLOSURE 
MARCH 7:  March Valley Road between Cameron Harvey 
Drive and Terry Fox Drive will be closed from 7am to 12:30pm 
on Saturday, March 7, to facilitate the Hypothermic Half 
Marathon event. Event organizers are required to provide 
advanced notifi cation to all businesses and residents in the 
area, and they must install advanced warning signage in the 
area. There will be police supervision during the event and 
barricades will be put up at both ends of the street closure 
for the duration.
 
COMMUNITY SAFETY & WELL-BEING PLAN: The 
City is inviting residents to help shape our new Community 
Safety and Well-Being Plan. The City is seeking public input 
on crime and safety, including on the root causes of these 
issues, examining factors such as education, health care, 
food, housing, income and social and cultural expression. 
Residents are able to provide input through an online survey 
at Ottawa.ca/CSWBP, which will remain open until April 3. 
You can fi nd more information on the Community Safety and 
Well-Being Plan via this link: https://engage.ottawa.ca/
Community-Safety-Well-Being-Plan.
You can also register to attend one of four in-person public-
engagement sessions across the city. Space is limited, so 
please register early. Sessions run from 6:30-8:30pm and 
doors open at 6pm.

• Tues., March 10 – Nepean Sportsplex (Hall A),
 1701 Woodroffe Ave

• Wed., March 11 – Ottawa City Hall (Jean Pigott Place), 
 10 Laurier Ave. West

• Tues., March 24 – Richelieu Vanier Community Centre,
 300 Des Pères-Blancs Ave.

• Thur., March 26 – Kanata Recreation Complex (Hall A),
 100 Charlie Rogers Place

 
PARA TRANSPO & PRESTO CAPABILITIES:  At a 
recent Transit Commission meeting, an update regarding 
Para Transpo online services and Presto capabilities was 
provided. The Para Transpo interim trip reservation and 
cancellation web forms are now available on octranspo.com 
for all customers to test, and the full suite of online services 
will be rolled out by the end of 2020. Staff are working 
on an interim process that will streamline the use of Presto 
monthly passes on Para Transpo and shorten the boarding 
times for customers. Staff are also working with Metrolinx to 
assess a solution that will enable customers to tap their Presto 
card when boarding Para Transpo vehicles. Further details, 
including timelines, will be provided to Transit Commission 
and Council once confi rmed.

Have we learned anything from two floods?

BY JON MARK

If you look at a map of the 
Ottawa River, it’s not hard 
to imagine how it happens.

It’s 1,271 kilometres long 
and a major tributary of the 
St. Lawrence Seaway.  

The river defines the bor-
der between Ontario and 
Quebec, and was once fa-
mously portrayed on our 
now retired $1 bills.

It  r ises at  Lac des 
Outaouais, north of the 
Laurentian Mountains 
and flows west to Lake 
Timiskaming before it rolls 
past towns and villages like 
Kitcisakik, Thorne, Notre-
Dame-du-Nord, Klock and 
Quyon.

After picking up the wa-
ters of the Rideau and 
Gatineau, the Ottawa then 
mixes into the St. Lawrence 
in Montreal at the “Lake of 
Two Mountains” and then 
ultimately continues down 
to Lake Ontario.

Some parts are almost 500 
feet deep; others, at times, 
can be reduced to a trickle.  

The water pressure vari-
ances are extreme and 
change often.

The widest spot is more 
than four-and-a-half miles 
wide, and the narrowest a 
mere 50 feet wide.

Look at the map of the 
river; how it curls, narrows, 
splits, widens and then 
imagine the rush of water 
created when any one of 13 
main reservoirs is opened 
up in March, mixing into 
an already swollen river.  

To paint the picture, this 
would be akin to adding 

9,000 tonnes of water (per 
second) and then watch-
ing it barrel southeast and 
pick up speed with an aver-
age drop of six inches every 
kilometre.

With that, it’s not hard 
to imagine how easily it 
washed right over the point 
of the sandbar we also 
know as Constance Bay.

Have we learned anything 
from the two floods?

Are we in a better position 
to handle another one if it 
comes this spring just as it 
did 10 months ago?

I spoke with the Minister 
of Natural Resources, 
Renfrew-Nippissing-
Pembroke MPP John 
Yakabuski, who said “much 
more effort is being put 
into preparedness.  The 
ministry and all the differ-
ent agencies are watching 
this. Nobody wants to see 
these things happen again 
but we have to make sure 
that we are as prepared as 
possible. The forecasting is 
better, the response is bet-
ter, the relief is better. If we 
could prevent it complete-
ly, we would. People would 
have done it years ago.”

Last July, Yakabuski 
named Doug McNeil as 
a special advisor, and 
charged him with con-
ducting what was deemed 
‘an independent review.’  
Its mandate was to look 
at flood management and 
2019 flooding events in 
Ontario. 

McNeil delivered his re-
port on Oct. 31 with 66 
recommendations.

Yakabuski said, “This is 
a credible, independent 
report and I’m grateful to 
have it.”

West Carleton-March 
Coun. Eli El-Chantiry dis-
agrees and says “we did 
not get an independent 
investigation. And of the 
recommendations that 
were made, where are we 
with them? You can recom-
mend that we buy out cot-
tages, like in Gatineau, but 

where’s the money to do it? 
The City of Ottawa spent 

almost $6 million in flood 
mitigation.

Constance Bay resident 
Gerry Blyth, who was af-
fected by both the 2017 
and 2019 floods has been 
watching the river closely 
ever since, also agrees. 

“There are too many con-
flicts of interest. We needed 
to find out what the cause 
of the flood was, but that 
wasn’t the mandate.”

There are many cooks 
in the kitchen.  Likely too 
many.

Yakabuski responded: 
“If someone believes it 
isn’t (independent) they 
are well within their rights 
to commission their own 
reports. When you say 
(McNeil) didn’t come up 
with the cause of the flood, 
he absolutely did. It was 
the sheer amount of water 
in the system, and that’s 
what the McNeil report 
states.”

The main interest-hold-
ers on the river include 
all three levels of govern-
ment, including Quebec 
and Hydro Quebec, and 
Hydro Ottawa, and it’s all 
managed under the um-
brella of the Ottawa River 
Regulation Planning Board 
which has two regulating 
committees. Part of its 
mandate is to keep people 
safe.

Obviously digging for 
answers is like navigating 
a circuitous road littered 
with red tape. Blyth, who is 
also an engineer, has been 
doing exactly that.

He’s been studying the 
river and sharing his find-
ings since November.

The Blyths have twice 
witnessed their finished 
basement filled with river 
water, reaching heights of 
up to almost six feet last 
year. The first time they 
were denied provincial 
assistance in 2017, but 
happily this time it looks 
like the Ontario disaster 

relief fund” will be grant-
ing them some funds to 
help pay for cleaning up 
the mess.

Some weather-watchers 
are nervous about this 
spring. The water level is 
up and the ice is thin. Thick 
ice melts more gradually.

So is this the ‘new 
normal?’

Blyth doesn’t think so, and 
although the future is yet 
untold, he doesn’t see we 
are any more susceptible 
this year.

As for the ‘new normal,’ 
he explains that although 
he believes in climate 
change, he’s not buying 
into the hysteria or alarm-
ism that gets whipped up 
in certain corners.

He describes himself as 
more scientifically prag-
matic than that saying “ex-
ceptional claims require 
exceptional evidence. We 
need to see some credible 
scientific evidence.” 

After the flood last spring, 
when anecdotal evidence 
popped up on social media 
showing nearly dry res-
ervoirs upstream while 
we had major flooding 
downstream in Arnprior, 
Gatineau and Ottawa, 
many conspiracy theories 
that came with it. 

Blyth says he’s been very 
careful to not get tagged as 
a “conspiracy theorist, be-
cause the conspiracy theo-
ries become a problem.”

So as many will nervous-
ly watch the spring thaw, 
we have to ask ourselves 
are we better prepared 
this time? What have we 
learned beyond our ability 
to organize and cope, after 
the fact, as a community?

But that won’t stop the 
power of nature. And the 
question remains, what 
part did people play in this 
event? And can we manage 
it better? 

Jon Mark is a Dunrobin 
resident and a radio host 
with 99.7 Boom FM.
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Pickleball eyed for 
Galetta

The fast-growing sport of 
pickleball may be coming to 
Galetta.

But it will depend on 
whether a smooth surface 
can be created near the com-
munity hall.

“A couple of our members 
play pickleball in Arnprior,” 
David Jefferies, president 
of the Galetta Community 
Association, said during 

the group’s Feb. 24 monthly 
meeting. “People come (to 
Arnprior) from Ottawa be-
cause they can’t get facili-
ties in Ottawa. (Pickleball 
is) so popular. It’s growing 
so much.”

The paddleball sport com-
bines aspects of tennis, ping-
pong and badminton and 
can be played by singles or 
doubles. 

The association’s executive 
asked if the outdoor rink can 
be paved for summertime 

pickleball use, but West 
Carleton-March Coun. Eli 
El-Chantiry said the rink is 
not due for a lifecycle up-
grade until 2023. 

City staff estimate that 
new rink boards and six 
lighted poles will each cost 
about $100,000 while an as-
phalt surface will cost about 
$150,000, he said. The rink’s 
surface is made of stone 
dust.

Smoothing out one corner 
of Galetta’s community cen-
tre parking lot for pickleball 
courts was suggested.

PLEASE SEE GALETTA, PAGE 7

Galetta News, in brief

New pilot program introduces Constance Bay firefighters to ice rescue training
BY ERIN McCRACKEN

Firefighters wearing wa-
terproof insulated suits 
step off the snow-covered 
ice and into the freezing wa-
ters near the Galetta hydro 
dam. 

The mock victims turn to 
cling to the ice. Their res-
cuers climb in to initiate 
a rescue, wrapping them 
with one end of rope held  
at the other end by col-
leagues waiting nearby on 

a thick ice shelf.
Once secured, the victims 

are pushed onto the ice so 
they can be pulled to safety. 

It is just one of several 
scenarios Constance Bay 
firefighters will face under 
the tutelage of water and 
ice rescue technician 
firefighters from Fitzroy 
Harbour and Osgoode in 
their bid to become fully 
certified water and ice res-
cue technicians. 

The March 1 exercise was 

actually the first time per-
sonnel with Ottawa’s rural 
fire operations division 
began training their own 
colleagues in that specialty.

“This is great news for 
Ottawa fire, especially the 
rural division as well, be-
cause I can’t underline the 
importance enough that 
we’re training our own 
people now instead of a 
third-party (company),” 
said Ottawa Fire District 6 
Sector Chief Bill Bell. “We 

can put a lot more people 
through for a little bit less 
money.”

Ottawa firefighters are 
already training their col-
leagues in other specialties, 
such as vehicle extrication 
and flashover fires. 

“The flexibility to get more 
people through the train-
ing ... it’s good for us and it’s 
good for the community as 
well,” said Bell.

F i t z r o y  H a r b o u r ’s 
Station 62 is home to West 
Carleton’s only water 
and ice rescue team. But 
Constance Bay is popular 
for swimming, boating, ice 
fishing and snowmobiling. 
“If an emergency call comes 
in from someone that is in 
need of assistance (in the 
Bay) then we can at least 
get ice water technicians 
or water rescue techni-
cians to the shore as soon as 
possible, do an evaluation, 
maybe do a close-to-shore 

water rescue,” Bell said.
Once the firefighters are 

fully certified in ice and 
swiftwater rescues and 
boating in three years, the 
next step is to outfit the 
Constance Bay station with 
related protective equip-
ment and possibly an in-
flatable rescue craft.

Constance Bay won’t have 
a specialty team like Fitzroy, 
but the additional training 
will be beneficial.

“This just supplements 
and augments water rescue 
response in West Carleton 
where we have additional 
water rescue technicians 
and ice water technicians 
eventually to support 
Fitzroy and really, just get 
to the scene as soon as pos-
sible,” Bell said. “That really 
boosts our ice water rescue 
team in West Carleton to a 
much stronger level.”

emccracken@ottawavoice.ca
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Erin McCracken photo
Constance Bay firefighters received in-class and practical 
instruction in water and ice rescues courtesy of Fitzroy 
Harbour and Osgoode firefighters last weekend.
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Erin McCracken photos
Euchre in Galetta

West Carleton and Arnprior residents gathered for a night of six-handed 
euchre at the Galetta Community Hall on Feb. 20. The Galetta Community 
Association has been organizing euchre games every November and 
February for years. 

Enjoying the fun were Carp’s Jim Grant, left, Ron Bell, of Dunrobin, Irene 
Bruce, of Arnprior, Ken Bridges, formerly of Carp but now lives in Arnprior, 
Margaret Richer, of Arnprior, and euchre organizer Colin Crowe, formerly 
of Galetta but now resides in Stittsville.

>> GALETTA, FROM PAGE 6

“The parking we can do 
for sure, and we can help to 
repair (a section) to make 
it smooth if people want 
to play pickleball on it,” El-
Chantiry said, adding he is 
also willing to dip into his of-
fice budget to provide pick-
leball supplies, such as nets, 
paddles and a storage locker.

Residents want 
pothole repairs

Residents have asked for 
a number of road repairs to 
address ongoing pothole 
problems.

A section of the laneway 
leading into the Galetta 
Community Hall remains a 
problem, said Jefferies.

But the issue is compli-
cated because a connected 
section is owned by a nearby 
property owner.

“If we could just have half 
the road allowance paved 
we could have our laneway 
in here instead of the con-
tinuing mess,” said Jefferies.

As well, a portion of Mohr’s 
Road between two bridges 
near Galetta is also frustrat-
ing residents.

“It’s  a  mess,”  said 

Galetta-area resident 
Marsha MacGowan. “I have 
to call and have that road 
graded constantly and it is 
full of potholes.”

The city is boosting its 2020 
spending on roads by one 
per cent, said El-Chantiry.

“Is that enough?,” he said. 
“Probably not.”

Arnprior resident Donald 
Johnson, who grew up in 
Kinburn, asked about a 
pothole-filled 2,000-foot 
section of Hwy. 17 within 
Ottawa city limits in the 
vicinity of the Urban Ford 
dealership.

“Sometimes it gets unsafe,” 
he said. 

El-Chantiry said that 
stretch is still owned by the 
province, but ownership of 

Hwy. 17 within Ottawa will 
be turned over to the city at 
a future date.

Resource centre 
recruiting drivers 

Social programming for 
adults 55-plus may be com-
ing to almost every commu-
nity in West Carleton by this 
fall if the Western Ottawa 
Community Resource 
Centre’s bid for United Way 
funding is successful.

“That being said in order 
to have that happen and 
help the adults get to the 
programming, we’re going 
to offer free transporta-
tion,” rural outreach worker 
Amanda Labbé said during 
the association’s meeting. 

“But we can’t do that with-
out some help from the 
communities.”

If United Way funding is 
secured, the centre plans 
to ramp up its recruitment 
of volunteer drivers for its 
rural transportation pro-
gram, which is available to 
adults over 55 and adults 
with disabilities.

When rides are booked, 
generally with seven days’ 
notice, volunteer and paid 
drivers shuttle clients to 
medical appointments and 
social outings.

The service is available at 
reduced rates based on kilo-
metres and distance. A ride 
to a grocery store for an hour 
of shopping costs $10.

“We are actively recruiting 
more volunteer drivers, our 
goal being to have an assort-
ment of volunteer drivers 
from each community in 
West Carleton to be available 
to drive members of their 
own community as much as 
possible,” Labbé said, add-
ing they are also looking to 
hire for a paid driver for the 
program.

To book a ride, call 613-591-
3686, ext. 3. To volunteer, call 
613-591-3686, ext. 280.

emccracken@ottawavoice.ca

Adrienne Smith, of Arnprior, whose family 
owned Galetta’s former gas bar, is a regular at 
the card game nights.

Erin McCracken photo
David Jefferies, right, president of the Galetta Community 
Association, looks on as West Carleton-March Coun. Eli El-
Chantiry speaks during the group’s Feb. 24 meeting.

Member of Parliament
Kanata-Carleton

Serving Constituents of
Kanata-Carleton

Karen McCrimmon

Contact me at 613-592-3469
Email: Karen.McCrimmon@parl.gc.ca

Follow me on Twitter: @karenmccrimmon
Website: KarenMcCrimmonMP.ca

Town Hall
Thank you to everyone who came out to my Town Hall on March 
1st! These town halls are a wonderful way not only to give your 
opinion on upcoming proposals and give your thoughts on our 
government’s priorities but it is also an opportunity to meet other 
members of Kanata-Carleton and continue building our amazing 
community!

West Carleton Disaster Response
My team and I were out in Constance Bay knocking on doors to 
make sure everyone has had a chance to fi ll out the West Carleton 
Disaster Response Be Flood Prepared 2020 Survey. This survey 
is to ensure that all affected residents are aware of the agencies, 
services, and programs that may be available to help! If you hav-
en’t fi lled it out yet and you were affected by the fl ooding in West 
Carleton please visit www.westcarletonrelief.ca and submit your 
survey today!

Upcoming Tax Clinics
Need a hand preparing your 2019 tax return? From March 4th to 
April 29th 2020 I will once again be hosting free volunteer income 
tax clinics throughout Kanata-Carleton. By fi ling your income tax 
return you can access the many benefi ts and credits that our gov-
ernment has put in place for you! Visit www.KarenMcCrimmonMP.
ca today to se if you are eligible and to RSVP for one of our tax 
clinics!

Coronavirus Precautions
While the risk of an outbreak of novel coronavirus (COVID-19) in 
Canada remains low, I encourage Canadians to tell your health 
care professional if you have travelled to an affected area of 
China, and develop fl u-like symptoms. You can fi nd more infor-
mation about the 2019 Novel Coronavirus online at Canada.ca/
coronavirus. We have put measures in place to detect cases of this 
virus in Canada, and these measures are working. We are well 
prepared to deal with this virus in Canada. Hospitals and public 
health agencies have been on alert.

In Our Community
From getting my fi ll of previously enjoyed books at the Kanata 
United Church Annual book sale (in its 28th year!), to the Old Sled 
Run in Constance Bay, to participating in the ceremonial puck drop 
at the Cadet Leagues of Canada Commando Challenge, it has 
been my pleasure to take part in so many wonderful community 
events over the last few weeks. Thank you to all the volunteers and 
staff who make these events possible!

Proud To Serve You
It is such an honour and privilege to continue to serve as your 
Member of Parliament and I look forward to meeting and work-
ing with you all. Please feel free to contact our offi ce at 613-592-
3469 or by email at Karen.McCrimmon@parl.gc.ca. Please follow 
me on Facebook at www.facebook.com/karenmccrimmon.ca/
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Your Local GM Sales Consultant
“Best Deals Guaranteed”

Fitzroy Winter Fun

There was no shortage of things 
to do outside and in during 
Fitzroy Harbour’s annual Winter 
Carnival Feb. 20 to 22. More 
than 100 people put on their 
thinking caps and enjoyed a night 
of trivia at the community centre 
on Feb. 21. At the trivia masters’ 
table were Tim St-Jean, left, Dan 
McCaskill, Carol McCaskill and 
Patrick Garbutt. Dan McCaskill 
has been organizing the trivia 
event for the past 23 years.

Erin McCracken photos

Fitzroy Harbour’s Fred Gillard and the 
Fitzroy Harbour Community Association’s 
Leigh Ann Kyte and Karen Taylor volunteered 
during the Feb. 20 chili supper at the centre. 

On opening night, Feb. 20, the City of Ottawa 
workers and the Country Boys of Fitzroy 
Harbour faced off on the outdoor rink. The 
city workers won by scoring the last goal.

The Arnprior Wrestling Club served a 
pancake breakfast Feb. 22 at the community 
centre. Joseph Milotte, 8, left, and his brother, 
Alec, managed the admission table.

Two generations of coaches also took part in 
the breakfast. Coach Taylor Everding, right, 
does a taste test while his childhood wrestling 
coach Kevin Mayhew looks on.

Reach people 
close to home
Advertise in community 

newspapers.

In a world of global media, 
readers look to community 
newspapers to deliver what 

really matters most.

Your Community Voice
www.ottawavoice.ca
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Support Staff in Your Schools Matter!
Without us:
   Our youngest children have no educational support
   There are no clean classrooms
   The phones go unanswered
   Kids in crisis are left to struggle alone
   There are no programs for New Canadians
   The most vulnerable children in society are left out at school

We are Ottawa-Carleton District 25 OSSTF
Call or email your MPP and tell them “No Cuts to Education”

EDUCATION WORKERS  
MAKE EDUCATION WORK

Sports

National fast pitch championships returning to its roots
BY PATRICK UGUCCIONI

On a bitterly cold, win-
ter day outside, inside the 
West Carleton Amateur 
Sports Club organizers an-
nounced the boys of sum-
mer are coming to Carp 
July 28 to August 2 for the 
Canadian U23 Men’s Fast 
Pitch Championships

The six-day tournament 
is expected to bring 12,000 
fans and players to the vil-
lage and inject an estimated 
$1.5 million into the local 
economy.

An excited Mayor Jim 
Watson said at a news con-
ference Feb. 18 to unveil 
the title sponsor, Alterna 
Savings, the tournament 
“promises to be an excit-
ing event for young people 
to come and show us their 
skills and their athleticism.”

“And what’s even more ex-
citing for me, as mayor, is 
that most of the big sporting 

events take place in the 
downtown core where the 
facilities are. This is one of 
the first and only times that I 
can recall in recent memory 
of a national championship 
taking place in the Village 
of Carp, right here in West 
Carleton.”

Alterna Savings is a big 

supporter of amateur sport 
and has been financially 
supporting athletes like 
those who will compete for 
the national fast pitch title.

“We’re really interested 
in supporting sports that 
are family oriented,” said 
Madelyn Becott, man-
ager of sponsorship and 

events with the financial 
institution. 

“Sports make positive im-
pacts on communities and 
we’re very, very proud to 
support this tournament.”

Hugh Michener, CEO of 
Softball Canada, said Carp is 
one of the prototypical com-
munities his organization 

looks to host these events. 
“We wanted to bring it back 

to its roots because that is 
where we are successful,” he 
told Your Community Voice, 
the official media partner of 
the tournament. 

“Carp is the perfect spot 
for us. It is going to be a huge 
tournament. There is lots 
of history here. Everybody 
here remembers the great 
teams of the past. So, that’s 
what we are looking for in 
Carp.” 

Canada has a strong his-
tory of success in men’s fast 
pitch. The senior men’s na-
tional team is the only team 
that has won a medal at the 
last three world champi-
onships. The junior men’s 
team is coming off a gold 
medal performance at the 
Pan Am championships 
last November. And the 
senior women’s team is 
ranked third in the world 
and is expected to medal at 

this summer’s Olympics in 
Japan. 

Michener said the Under 
23 championship is going to 
be “heavily, heavily” scouted 
by the national team staff. 

“It’s a certainty that a num-
ber of the players that you’re 
going to see here this sum-
mer will be on our senior 
men’s national team in the 
future,” Michener added. 
“You are looking at future 
senior world champion-
ship players. People will be 
stunned at the level of play 
here. It is outstanding.”

An advance pass for spec-
tators is $40 for the six days. 

Tournament committee 
chair Shawn Williams is 
confident the tournament 
will sell out and is warn-
ing fastball fans to “get that 
package early.”

For details on how to pur-
chase tickets, please visit 
softball.ca.

puguccioni@ottawavoice.ca

Erin McCracken photos
Trivia master Roger Lalonde, above left, and Erin Durant and Geoff Lathem, co-vice-chairs of 
the Alterna Savings U23 Men’s Canadian Fast Pitch Championships, above right, were among 
the sold-out crowd at a Feb. 20 fundraiser trivia night in support of the softball event.
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CALL NOW TO BOOK YOUR FREE 
QUOTE FOR 

WINTER SAVINGS  
NOW AVAILABLE 

WINDOWS * DOORS * PATIO DOORS 
 

5906 Hazeldean Road 
613-271-5434 

MILITARY 
DISCOUNT 

SENIORS 
DISCOUNT 

Sports

Gil Read tourney moving to Fitzroy 
BY ERIN McCRACKEN

A three-day fastpitch tour-
nament will take over the di-
amonds in Fitzroy Harbour 
this summer.

The Gil Read Memorial 
Men’s Fastpitch Tournament 
has been held in Carp for the 
last 10 summers. But the 
13th edition, which takes 
place July 23 to 26, is relocat-
ing because the 2020 Alterna 
Savings U23 Men’s Canadian 
Fastpitch Championship is 
coming to Carp July 28 to 
August 2.

It was important to not 
cancel the Gil Read, even 
for one summer. 

“If you let something like 
that go dormant for a year 
it’s always really hard to 
bring it back,” said Adam 
Brown, who coaches the 
West Carleton Electric men’s 
team and has been helping 
out with the Gil Read for the 
last decade. He’s also plan-
ning to volunteer his time 
during the U23.

The Fitzroy Harbour resi-
dent suggested the venue 
change. 

“Sometimes if something 
goes away, it’s harder to re-
vive from scratch rather than 
keeping it going,” he said.

Organizers are anticipat-
ing it will draw baseball 
fans from the Harbour, sur-
rounding communities and 
beyond.

“Fitzroy loves its softball 
so I think a lot of people will 
come out,” said Brown.

Team registration recently 
opened and already teams 
have asked Brown to save 
them a spot.

Typically, nine or 10 teams 
take part in the weekend 
tournament, which serves 
as a fundraiser for the Gil 
Read Memorial Foundation. 
It provides financial assis-
tance so that kids ages five to 
18 can access amateur sport 
and recreational activities.

Teams from as far away as 
Pennsylvania take part. This 
year, teams from Quebec 
City and southwestern 
Ontario have expressed 

interest. The Electric will also 
be on the schedule.

For the past three years, 
Pennsylvania’s Elkland 
Beverage Co. has won the 
Gil Read trophy. 

“There’s a lot of teams that 
bring a lot of talent to it,” said 
Brown. 

He thinks teams enjoy the 
fastpitch tournament be-
cause it is well organized, 
well attended by fans and 
the level of play has been 
consistently good in recent 
years. 

“Teams enjoy it,” Brown 
said. “It’s nice to have the 
teams coming back.”

The tournament also in-
cludes a number of Ottawa-
area entries, in addition to 
the Electric. 

Local players get the op-
portunity to see how they 
stack up against out-of-town 
talent, Brown said.

This summer’s event will 
include a food stand and 
a beer garden. The Fitzroy 
Harbour Community 
Centre will serve as the 
home base for the tourna-
ment and for that reason it 
will receive a portion of the 
tournament proceeds, said 
Brown.

Anyone interested in vol-
unteering for the memorial 
tournament is invited to 
contact the Fitzroy Harbour 
Community Association on 
Facebook.

The Gil Read tourney will 
return to Carp in 2021.

emccracken@ottawavoice.ca

Erin McCracken file photo
The Gil Read Memorial Men’s Fastpitch Tournament will be 
held for the first time in Fitzroy Harbour this July.
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J E N A ND L U C Y . C A
S A L E S R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S

6 1 3 - 8 0 4 - S O L D
J e n M a c D o n a l d & L u c y W e b s t e r

Sports

Erin McCracken photo
Quest for the Cup

A West Carleton Riverman prepares to shoot on the Cornwall Prowlers’ net during Game 
2 of the Eastern Ontario Super Hockey League finals in Kinburn Feb. 28. The Rivermen 
narrowly lost 7-6, but bounced back the next day in Cornwall to win 6-2. The final game in 
the series takes place at the Cavanagh Sensplex in the Kinburn area on March 6 at 7:30 p.m. 

Erin McCracken photo
Season Ender

The West Carleton Junior C Inferno played hard this season, narrowly losing a playoff berth 
to the Metcalfe Jets at the W. Erskine Johnston Arena in Carp on Feb. 17. The Inferno lost to 
the Jets 4-3 in a home game on Feb. 15. They then tied their Feb. 17 game 4-4, which went 
to overtime, but couldn’t advance because the Jets had inched ahead in points in the National 
Junior Hockey League standings. The league’s players range in age from 16 to 21.
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Ward Boundary Review 2020
Get involved online and in-person
An independent consultant team is now conducting a comprehensive review of the City 
of Ottawa’s ward boundaries, to be used in at least the 2022, 2026 and 2030 municipal 
elections. Ottawa has grown since its last major review was completed in 2005. Th is has 
resulted in signifi cant population imbalances between wards, which aff ects you, the voter.  
So, here’s your chance to have your say. 

Online
Complete an online survey online at ottawa.ca/wardboundary.

Consultation Sessions
Attend one of the upcoming consultation sessions.

   Tuesday, March 24: Richcraft  Recreation Complex – Kanata – 7:30 to 9:30 pm
   Tuesday, March 31: City Hall – 3 to 5 pm and 6:30 to 8:30 pm 
   Wednesday, April 1: CARDELREC Recreation Complex Goulbourn – 7:30 to 9:30 pm

Accessibility is an important consideration for the City of Ottawa. If you require 
accommodation, please make a request to the Project Team at wardboundary@ottawa.ca. 
We will require a week’s notice to arrange accommodations or supports.

Old Sled Run a blast from the past
BY ERIN McCRACKEN

Constance Bay recently 
went back in time.

Hundreds of snowmo-
bilers converged on West 
Carleton’s Legion branch 
parking lot with their vintage 
and classic machines for the 
14th edition of the Old Sled 
Run on Feb. 23. The event 
raises about $2,000 each year 
for the Legion in Constance 
Bay.

“A combination of the word 
getting out and good weath-
er,” organizer and Constance 
Bay resident Mike O’Reilly 
said of the big turnout as he 
surveyed the lineup for a hot 
breakfast served inside the 
Legion.

Brothers Larry and Rick 
Gendron took part for the 
first time after driving down 
from Chalk River and Deep 
River, respectively, with their 
vintage machines on trailers. 

“We grew up on sledding 

with these old things,” 
said Larry, who has a 1967 
Super Olympic Ski-Doo. His 
brother was riding a 1965 
Olympic Ski-Doo. “I always 
enjoyed it so we stuck with 

snowmobiles all our lives.”
After filling up on a hot 

breakfast, sponsored by West 
Carleton-March Coun. Eli 
El-Chantiry, more than 200 
snowmobiles headed out 

on the trails to Gavan’s Hotel 
in Quyon, Que. for a vintage 
show that drew members 
from the Pontiac, Que. snow-
mobile club. 

The group headed back to 
Constance Bay in the after-
noon for homemade chili, 
made possible thanks to the 
Kanata North Sobeys.

Fourteen awards were 
handed out during the after-
noon meal, including to the 
oldest and youngest riders, 
the rider who travelled from 
furthest away, for best rat 
sled, loudest pipes and best 
vintage suit, among others. 

Larry Gendron won the 
prize for oldest machine. 

Carp’s Ryan Baird was recog-
nized for having the second 
biggest John Deere collec-
tion. And Murray Gordon, 
a resident of the former 
Torbolton Township, won 
the spirit of vintage snowmo-
biling award for his signifi-
cant contributions to vintage 
snowmobiling and helping 
the Legion branch promote 
the vintage event.

The Old Sled Run emerged 
14 years ago out of a fund-
raising poker run with mod-
ern snowmobiles that was 
held for many years in sup-
port of the Legion. 

“I was always interested in 
the old stuff. And this whole 
vintage thing and the nostal-
gia thing has just grown and 
grown and grown,” O’Reilly 
said. 

“Every single person that’s 

here has probably some kind 
of a special connection with 
the thing they ride.”

He drives a 1968 Moto-Ski 
that he bought in New York 
State. 

“I have very fond memories 
of when I was a kid in the late 
1960s, early 1970s (going) 
up to Gatineau, spending 
Christmas and New Year’s at 
a … camp up there riding the 
old sleds,” he said. 

Arlene Morrow, the Legion 
branch’s chair of public rela-
tions, said the Old Sled Run 
helps the branch support 
military veterans.

“It is a huge fundraiser for 
the branch and we’re very 
grateful to Sobeys and ev-
erybody who made dona-
tions for the food,” she  said. 
“It means a lot to the Legion.”

emccracken@ottawavoice.ca

There were so many people arriving for breakfast at the Old Sled Run that a second run to 
the store for eggs was needed. Serving the hot meal were the Legion’s Arlene Morrow, left, 
Constance Bay pharmacist Tamara Awada, Kanata-Carleton MP Karen McCrimmon, event 
organizer Mike O’Reilly, and West Carleton-March Coun. Eli El-Chantiry.

Carleton Place resident Kerrington Blackburn rode her 1970 
Snow Cruiser during the Old Sled Run.

Erin McCracken photos
Larry Gendron, left, from Chalk River, brought his 1967 Super Olympic Ski-Doo for the first 
time to the 14th annual Old Sled Run in Constance Bay on Feb. 23, while his brother Rick, 
from Deep River, took part with his 1965 Olympic Ski-Doo. 
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Worth coming home to.

Family.

BY ERIN McCRACKEN

A familiar face in Dunrobin 
is retiring from his longtime 
firefighting duties.

Capt. Paul Carrier officially 
retires March 15, coinciding 
with his 70th birthday.

When rural firefighters are 
hired and trained, they re-
ceive a pager to respond to 
emergencies.

“What it represents is trust,” 
Carrier said. “People trust 
your guys to come and that 
they have the skills and the 
knowledge to do the job and 
do it without judgement and 
prejudice.”

Carrier began his 35-year 
rural firefighting career in 
1985. It was only at his first 
call – a barn fire – in 1986 that 
he knew firefighting was for 
him. 

“That was it for me,” said 
Carrier who also worked full 
time as a social worker for 33 
years.

He was promoted to 
captain at Station 66 in 
Dunrobin in 1994 and re-
mained at that rank for 21 

years until he transitioned to 
the auxiliary firefighter team 
five years ago.

It’s estimated that in his ca-
reer, Carrier responded to 
more than 1,500 calls, rang-
ing from crashes and rescues 
to medical assists and fires. 

Over the years, he respond-
ed to many emergency 
calls involving friends and 
neighbours.

Carrier also led hundreds 
of training sessions, and 
worked as the Stittsville-
based sector chief of District 
8 for eight months in 2012.

“We can only imagine how 
many people in our com-
munity have benefited from 
the service that Capt. Carrier 
has delivered,” District 6 
Sector Chief Bill Bell said in 
a recent email to District 6 
firefighters.

“A staunch believer in the 
benefits of training, one of 
Capt. Carrier’s statements 
was ‘We will train, train 
and train. When we are sick 
of training, we will train 
some more,’” said Bell, who 
served at the Dunrobin sta-
tion under Carrier for eight 
years. “Members of Station 
66 and beyond, including 
myself, knew this very well. 

What better time to go out 
and flow water and practice 
our rural water supply oper-
ations than in (the) middle of 
a snow storm. If we can do it 
in this environment, we can 
tackle anything.” 

“How true,” Bell wrote. 
“We would come back to 
the Dunrobin station, ice 
hanging off of our (protective 
equipment), helmets, eye-
lids and noses, but I can tell 
you, everyone had a smile on 
their face because we had a 
leader that knew the value of 
challenging his team.”

Whether at a fire, collision, 
medical call or other emer-
gency, Carrier’s team was 
instilled with “an unbeliev-
able sense of confidence,” 
said Bell. 

Carrier said ongoing train-
ing is key to making sure fire-
fighters can hit the ground 
running at any call, any time 
and in any weather.

“People are relieved when 
we show up. People trust 
you’re coming,” he said.

Carrier said even with all 
the risks and heartbreaking 
calls, firefighting was a joy.

“I wouldn’t have missed it 
for anything,” he said.

emccracken@ottawavoice.ca

Erin McCracken photo
Capt. Paul Carrier, left, is retiring after 35 years as a firefighter and auxiliary team member 
based at Station 66 in Dunrobin. Carrier was Sector Chief Bill Bell’s captain at the Dunrobin 
fire station for eight years.

‘I wouldn’t have missed it for anything’
Dunrobin firefighter 
retires after 35 years
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‘We’re shocked at the number of people who were struggling’

BY ERIN McCRACKEN

Some West Carleton resi-
dents continue to strug-
gle almost a year after 
catastrophic floodwaters 
damaged their homes.

That has prompted vol-
unteers with West Carleton 
Disaster Relief to begin going 
door-to-door in the flood 
zone to take stock of who 
still needs support in the 
wake of the 2019 flood and 
who will benefit from infor-
mation ahead of and during 
the coming spring melt.

“We’re really trying to make 
sure that people aren’t 1. 
slipping through the cracks, 
and 2. have the ability for us 
to get in contact with them 
coming up,” said Heather 
Lucente, flood-relief director 
with West Carleton Disaster 
Relief, a volunteer group that 
emerged following the 2018 
tornado, and had a major 
leadership role during the 
2019 flood.

But the reality is that some 
have already fallen through 
the cracks and are struggling 
to cope on their own without 
the proper support and the 
right information, she said. 
Many are unable to com-
plete their repairs or rebuild 
their homes because of fi-
nancial shortfalls.

“We really started to get 
concerned in November 
when families were coming 
to us and we were hearing 
stories about people who 
hadn’t applied for disaster 
funding,” said Lucente, a 
Constance Bay resident who 
was involved in flood relief 
efforts in her community in 
2017 and 2019.

“We’re shocked at the num-
ber of people who were 
struggling and didn’t know 
how to move forward with 
repairs,” she said, adding 
that an “unexpected” num-
ber of people also remain 

displaced from their homes.
Prior to December, five res-

idents came forward to say 
they hadn’t applied for pro-
vincial disaster assistance 
before the Sept. 4 deadline. 
Since the group’s survey 
launched in recent weeks, 
about 30 per cent of 100 re-
spondents have said they 
don’t have enough money to 
rebuild or complete repairs.

Some thought their in-
surance would cover the 
damage or they didn’t un-
derstand the application 
process for provincial fund-
ing. The deadline to apply for 
Disaster Recovery Assistance 
for Ontarians was Sept. 4.

“We’ve been encouraging 
them to apply for reconsid-
eration through DRAO,” 
Lucente said, adding that 
this may be an option if 
health issues delayed their 
submission. “It’s hard to get 
in late but at least it’s worth 
a try.”

West Carleton Disaster 
Relief initiated its door-
knocking campaign in 
Constance Bay on Feb. 22. 

Residents have the option 
of filling in the survey and 
giving it to a waiting volun-
teer or filling it out on their 
own time and dropping it 
off at the Constance Bay li-
brary branch. They can also 

complete it online. 
It’s also important to let 

the group know if help isn’t 
needed so volunteers can 
focus their efforts on others 
in need, said Lucente.

Survey questions ask for 
contact information, family 
makeup, if there is a home-
based business, if someone 
has health or mobility is-
sues, if they want a provin-
cial buyout, if they are still 
recovering, whether there 
was water damage, how 
long they were displaced, if 
repairs have begun, if raising 
the property is being consid-
ered, how much work needs 
to be done, funding sources, 
if they want referrals to pro-
grams for stress, mental 
health and wellness, and if 
they would attend flood-
recovery meetings.

“Gathering that informa-
tion is really going to give us a 
plan forward,” said Lucente. 

It will help West Carleton 
Disaster Relief figure out 
what supports may be 
available. The group is look-
ing into possibly bringing 
in volunteers again to help 

struggling residents get back 
on track, she said.

By joining the flood relief 
group’s contact list, residents 
can learn of upcoming flood 
meetings and receive infor-
mation about flood-proof-
ing best practices. 

“God forbid we have an-
other round of flooding this 
year but we want to be more 
proactive than we have 
in the past,” said Lucente. 
“Residents are very worried. 
They’re watching and all we 
can do is try and be prepared 
as much as possible.”

If there is flooding this 
spring, or in years to come, 
the contact list will ensure 
volunteers can make sure 
residents have enough sup-
plies or if they need help 
sandbagging.

Last spring, West Carleton 
Disaster Relief worked di-
rectly with the military to 
deploy resources to im-
pacted homes. But there 
wasn’t a detailed list of who 
needed help in the different 
pockets of waterfront com-
munities, stretching from 
Dunrobin’s Armitage Avenue 

neighbourhood to Fitzroy 
Harbour. 

That meant some houses 
were already surrounded by 
water by the time volunteers 
arrived en masse to help with 
sandbagging efforts, Lucente 
acknowledged.

Survey data will also help 
flood-relief volunteers ad-
vocate for those in need 
with city staff and other 
stakeholders.

The group has already 
made recommendations 
based on the provincial 
flood advisor’s report, and 
has highlighted the need 
to keep roads open during 
flood conditions, allowing 
residents to remain in their 
homes and continue pro-
tecting their properties, said 
Lucente.

“We are asking that that be 
considered and be looked 
at, because ... we know that 
some areas had to be shut 
down because they didn’t 
have access through there 
with the water,” she said. 
“We want to make sure that 
doesn’t happen in the future. 
I know we’re too late for this 

year with the spring frechette 
but that doesn’t mean we 
stop working on that.”

West Carleton Disaster 
Relief volunteers plan to con-
nect with and offer the sur-
vey to all 600 West Carleton 
households that are at risk 
of flooding. They’re check-
ing elevation and floodplain 
maps to ensure no one is 
missed. 

“We just want to make sure 
there isn’t somebody strug-
gling in that home without 
help,” Lucente said. “And we 
won’t know until we talk to 
every home.”

The flood survey is at www.
westcarletonrelief.ca. Look 
for ‘Flood Prone or Flooded? 
Sign Up HERE.’

YOU CAN HELP:

More volunteers are need-
ed to help canvas flood-
zone communities and/or 
join West Carleton Disaster 
Relief’s board of directors.

Call: 613-447-4446
Email: WCDRFlood2019@

gmail.com
emccracken@ottawavoice.ca

Disaster relief group launches survey 
to assess need

Erin McCracken photo
Buckham’s Bay West resident Kirsten Carroll Somoza goes door-to-door to let residents living in the floodplain know about 
a survey launched by West Carleton Disaster Relief that is designed to gauge the needs of people in flood-zone communities. 

“... We were hearing 
stories about 

people who hadn’t 
applied for disaster 

funding.”

- Heather Lucente, 
West Carleton Disaster 

Relief
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Quilt Shop
Paisleys

112 John Cavanaugh Drive 
& Carp Road

www.paisleysquiltshop.com
info@paisleysquiltshop.com

Madonna Oliver 613-203-9011
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Group testing the waters for Carp Riverwalk 
BY ERIN McCRACKEN

Plans to develop a pedestri-
an pathway along a section 
of the Carp River in Carp are 
being explored again.

“We’re kind of reviving that 
project,” said Josée Leblanc, 
vice-chair of Friends of the 
Carp River, a volunteer  
group that works with stake-
holders to improve shoreline 
management along the wa-
terway, which stretches from 
Kanata into West Carleton. 

A recreational trail sys-
tem through the village was 
identified in Carp’s 2012 
Community Design Plan. 

“This is just a continuation 
of that,” said Leblanc. “The 
other areas are owned by 
private landowners so I don’t 
think it’s ready right now for 
development in those areas.”

The first leg of what 
is known as the ‘Carp 
Riverwalk’ would stretch in 
a one-kilometre loop west of 

the Diefenbunker Museum 
and the Huntley Community 
Mess Hall.

Leblanc has already con-
nected with the Huntley 
Community Association, 

which manages the city-
owned property where the 
trail would go. 

Next steps include discus-
sions with city staff, as well 
as consulting with residents 

and other stakeholders.
If land-use permissions 

are secured, a rudimentary 
trail could be created this 
summer. It will take money 
if users prefer a stone dust 
path. 

To reintroduce local resi-
dents to the concept, the 
Friends group had an in-
formation table at the Mess 
Hall during the Huntley 
Winter Carnival on Feb. 29. 
That same morning, Leblanc 
guided snowshoers in the 
vicinity of where the trail 
would go, starting out from 
the baseball field behind the 
hall.

“We want to bring attention 
to it,” Leblanc said. “Friends 
of the Carp River is about 
preserving and respecting 
the river, but a pathway is just 
to bring people to the river 
and respect it and admire it.”

Establishing a trail near the 
waterway would offer sev-
eral year-round benefits, 

Leblanc said, such as pro-
viding a safe place for walk-
ers, cross-country skiers and 
snowshoers .

There is the potential to 
add interpretive signs about 
the river and Diefenbunker 
landmarks, Leblanc said.

The hope is that little off-
shoot trails leading to the 
river can one day be added to 
the looped pathway, as well 
as extending the trail into the 
core of the village, which is 
noted in the community de-
sign plan.

“When I saw the communi-
ty design plan I just thought 
what a great idea, what can 
we do,” Leblanc said of the 
Riverwalk concept. “I like to 
walk a lot and I just thought 
what a great opportunity to 
see the river.

“Any village that has a 
river is more vibrant, more 
alive,” she added, citing the 
examples of Almonte and 
Carleton Place. “Everybody 
congregates around the 
river.”

emccracken@ottawavoice.ca

Erin McCracken photo
Friends of the Carp River’s Mary Porritt, left, of Kinburn, 
Hugh Urbach, of Carp, and Carp’s Josée Leblanc planned to 
guide people along a recreational trail near the Carp River 
during the Carp Winter Carnival on Feb. 29.

Lyle Killeen, of Upper Huntley, takes families for a sleigh ride 
around the ball diamonds at the Carp Fairgrounds.

Carp-area resident Félix 
Gaulin, 21/2, enjoys taffy.

Two bonfires in the village 
provided some warmth.

Volunteers Glyn Storey, left, and Shanna Deugo, right, serve 
chili to fellow volunteer Pam Meunier.

        The Huntley Community Association revived the Carp Winter 
Carnival on Feb. 29. The event featured sleigh rides, maple taffy, 
bonfires, snow sculpting, snowshoeing and skiing, Beavertails at 
the Carp Commons, a Huntley Curling Club open house, shinny 
hockey and skating lessons, indoor games, rock art and softball. 
A chili cook-off featured samples by Lori Gariepy from In Good 
Taste Personal Chef Service (first place), the Swan at Carp 
(second place), the Cheshire Cat (third place), Juke Joint Soul 
Kitchen, Alice’s Village Cafe, the Carp Agricultural Society, local 
United and Anglican Churches, and John Miotla from the West 
Carleton Inferno. 

Winter Blast
Erin McCracken photos
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WANT TO KNOW MORE ABOUT THE BIBLE?
Free Bible studies can help guide you
through the major themes of the Bible!

www.bibleschool.com/4472

85 Leacock Dr, Kanata •(343) 262- 4470

Come worship with us!
Saturday Services: 10:00am Bible Study (Adult & Children)
Worship Services: 11:00am

Worship and Sunday school:
Sunday at 10:30 am

Rev. Debbie Roi presiding
3760 Carp Road, Carp

613-839-2155
www.stpauls-dunrobin.ca

stpaulsunitedcarp@sympatico.ca

A warm welcome is always waiting
for YOU on Sunday mornings.

Beth el-St. Andrew’s United Church
184 Jack Lougheed Way, Fitzroy Harbour

www.bethelstandrews.com

Sunday Worship - 10 am
Minister: Rev. Dr. Christine Johnson

Music: Rick Leben
A Contemporary Congregation in an Historic Church

Tuesdays
Carp - St. 

Paul’s United Church, at 
3760 Carp Rd., welcomes 
you to its ‘Soupindipity’ 
lunches the first and third 
Tuesday of every month. 
Homemade soup and sand-
wiches are on the menu 
from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. The 
cost is a donation of a mini-
mum of $7. 

Thursdays & Fridays
Constance Bay - West 

Carleton youth are invited 
to drop by The Lounge at 
the NorthWind Wireless 
Fibe Centre in Constance 
Bay, a new space that is in-
clusive and safe where they 
can enjoy recreational activi-
ties, games, watch YouTube 
with friends, even do their 
homework. The Lounge is 
open for Grades 9 to 12 every 
Thursday from 5:30 to 9 p.m. 
and for Grades 7 to 9 every 
Friday from 6 to 9 p.m.

March 6
Fitzroy Harbour - St. 

George’s Anglican Church 
hosts an ecumenical wor-
ship service written by 
Zimbabwe women called 
“Rise! Take your mat and 
walk” on the World Day of 
Prayer, March 6, from 10:30 
to 11:30 a.m. Refreshments 
will follow. The service is 
presented by the Anglican, 
United, Roman Catholic 
and Oasis churches of 
Fitzroy Harbour, Woodlawn, 
Cosntance Bay and Kinburn.

March 7
Carp - Show off your dance 

moves at a family-friendly 
Old Time Country Dance 
hosted by The Eastern 
Regional Clydesdale 
Association featuring music 
by Glen Silverson. The fun-
draiser takes place at the 
Agricultural Hall in Carp 
on March 7 at 8 p.m. Doors 
open at 7:30 p.m. Admission 
is $15 for adults. Those 18 
and under get in for free. 
There will be a square danc-
ing, a hot and cold buffet and 
silent and live auctions. 

March 10
Carp - The West Carleton 

Garden Club hosts Jeff 
Skevington who will discuss 
naturalist gardens on March 
10 at 7:30 p.m. at the Carp 
Memorial Hall. Everyone is 
welcome. For details, visit 
wcgc.ca. 

March 12
Carp - A free tech support 

workshop on March 12 in 
Carp will see post-second-
ary students offer seniors 
their expertise on comput-
ers to Ipads and cameras to 
cellphones, as well as on-
line banking, shopping and 
scams. There is space for 15 
people. Advance registration 
is essential as space is limit-
ed. Call Gillian at 613-832-
0552 or email artym6083@
gmail.com. For details, visit 
sharingwisdomlivesand-
hearts.com.

March 13
Kinburn - Seniors are in-

vited to enjoy lunch and lis-
ten to stories from the past 
during a maple-themed 
luncheon with the West 
Carleton Diners Club at 
the Kinburn Community 
Centre on March 13. There 
are 20 tickets available by 
registering online at shar-
ingwisdomlivesandhearts.
com, emailing artym6083@
gmail.com or leaving a mes-
sage at 613-832-0552. 

March 13, 20 & 27
Carp - Euchres will be held 

March 13, 20 and 27 at 1 p.m. 
at the Carp Memorial Hall, 
3739 Carp Rd. 

March 17
Constance Bay - Celebrate 

St. Patrick’s Day at Branch 
616 of the Royal Canadian 
Legion in Constance Bay 
on March 17, from 5 to 10 
p.m. For $8, enjoy an Irish 
stew supper and music by 
the Tall Boys Band, featuring 
Ian Scott and Whisky Mike. 
The branch is located at 377 
Allbirch Rd.

March 17
Carp - The Huntley 

Township Historical Society 
is hosting a St. Patrick’s Day 

c e l e b r a t i o n 
featuring local 

band, The Barley Shakers 
with James Caldwell, and 
12 musicians. The event 
is March 17 at 7:30 p.m. at 
the Carp Memorial Hall. 
Refreshments will be avail-
able. Admission is by dona-
tion. Everyone is welcome. 

March 19
Carp - Ottawa Fire Services 

District 6 in West Carleton is 
hiring firefighters. Everyone 
is welcome to attend a re-
cruit information session on 
March 19 at 7 p.m. at Station 
64, 475 Donald B. Munro Dr. 
in Carp. 

March 21
Kinburn - The Kinburn 

Community Association 
hosts its second comedy 
night at the community 
centre, 3045 Kinburn Side 
Rd., on March 21 at 6:30 p.m. 
Hosted by Heather Hurst, 
the event will feature head-
liner Ryan Dennee. For tick-
ets, go to eventbrite.ca and 
search for ‘Comedy Night in 
Kinburn.’

March 21 & April 25
Carp - Enjoy four-handed 

euchre tournaments at the 
Carp Agricultural Hall, 3790 
Carp Rd., on March 21 and 
April 25, from 1 to 4 p.m. 
Registration begins at noon 
and playing gets underway 
at 1 p.m. The cost is $20 per 
player. Tables are first come, 
first served. For details, call 
the Carp Fair office at 613-
839-2172 or email info@
carpfair.ca. 

March 25
Carp - The Friends of Carp 

Hills hosts its annual gen-
eral meeting on March 25 at 
7 p.m. at the Carp Memorial 
Hall, 3739 Carp Rd. The 
event is open to the public. 
Guest speaker will be Holly 
Bickerton, a consulting 
ecologist, who will discuss 
her findings about a Carp 
Barrens Train study. For de-
tails, visit carphills.com.

Non-profits are invited to 
submit their event notices to 
editorial@ottawavoice.ca.

What’s Happening?What’s Happening?

Photo by Stacey Strong
Catch of the Day

Mike Fines’ and Peter Strong’s 13th annual Fishing Derby on Constance Bay March 1 drew 
a record 425 fishers angling for thousands of dollars in prizes. Mike Johnson, of Constance 
Bay, (pictured here on the left with Fines) reeled in the biggest pike weighing 7.4 pounds. 
Dwayne Reckenberg came in second with 7.3 pounds and Robert Carruthers won third 
with a 5.14-pound pike.
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COMMUNITY BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CALL 613-458-6423 x101 TO RESERVE YOUR SPOT!

• Junk & Clutter Removal
• Estate & Moving Cleanouts
• Fences & Decks Torn Down
• Construction & Reno Debris
• Lawn & Garden Waste, Trees Cut
• Small Shed & Building Demolition

CHEAP RATES • NO-NONSENSE
ALWAYS AVAILABLE

613-899-7269

JUNK REMOVAL

Masonry CreationsMasonry Creations
• Heritage Restoration
• Refurbish out of date fi replaces!
• Update with stone
• Granite hearths
• Household renovations
• Bathrooms
• Tile

Phil Smith   
613-884-7678

MASONRY

Kevin Coney
836-5807
11 Sweetnam Dr.

Stittsville
(back of building)

� Snowblower
       repairs
� pick up and 
       delivery

ENGINE REPAIRS

Small Renos • Trim Install • Handyman • Spray painting • Small Repairs

PAINTING

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE NOW!
ECRA & ESA Certified License #7004993

Email: centennial.electric@bell.net
Phone: (613) 229-1678 

Centennial Electric
• Commerical     • Residential

• Kitchen     • Basement

ELECTRICIAN

This space could be yours!This space could be yours!
Please call 613-45-VOICE (613-458-6423) ext 101 to fi nd out how.Please call 613-45-VOICE (613-458-6423) ext 101 to fi nd out how.

BELL PLUMBING
• Residential Installations and Repairs • Licensed and Insured

• Renovations • Custom Homes • Servicing the Area Since 1978

613-836-2736

PLUMBING

613-256-5129 • 3331 March Road, Carp
tcwater@tcwater.ca

•Water Softeners
•Iron/Sulphur Filters
•UV Systems
•Reverse Osmosis

•Pumps & Pressure Systems
•MOE Licensed Well Technicians
•30 YEARS IN BUSINESS
•FULLY INSURED

WATER

Commercial or Residential
thewaterdoctor.ca • 613-880-0587

WE’RE THERE FOR YOU WHEN YOUR WATER BREAKS
� Plumbing
� Water Treatment
� Softeners
� U.V. Sterilizers
� Water Pumps
� Wells & Extensions

WATER

Mike Cloutier’s
Reliable Appliance Repair

613-277-0107
visit my website at www.mikesapplianceservices.com

Repairs to most makes
and models of appliances

APPLIANCE REPAIR

Paul Swinwood Design
Web Design • Graphic Design • MoreWeb Design • Graphic Design • More

paulswinwooddesign.com • 613-327-1616paulswinwooddesign.com • 613-327-1616

GRAPHIC AND WEB DESIGN

Valley Home Solutions
Complete home improvements and renovations

Trust one contractor from start to fi nish
Specializing in basement design and construction

• Plumbing • Electrical • Flooring • Drywall
• Painting • Doors and Trim • Framing • Tiling

Free written estimates, call Gary 613-866-4920
Fully Insured • Satisfaction guaranteed!!

RENOVATIONS
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ACCOUNTING FOR SMALL/MEDIUM SIZE BUSINESSES

Annie Stuart - 613.832.8012
820 Bayview Dr., Woodlawn

annie@stuartbookkeeping.com

StuartStuart
BOOKKEEPING & TAX SERVICES

Over 25 years experience.

Our Services include...
PERSONAL INCOME TAX (T1)

• E-File
• Past Years Returns Welcome
• Audits - CRA
• A/R, A/P, G/L, Payroll
• Financial Statement Preparation
• HST - WSIB - Payroll - Remittances
• Corporate Tax Returns (T2)
• Incorporations

YOURYOUR
VOICEVOICE

for community newsfor community news
and information thatand information that
affects YOU!affects YOU!

BY JOHN CURRY

T h e  D i e f e n b u n k e r 
Museum was singled out 
for special recognition at 
the city’s recent Heritage 
Day celebration.

Mayor Jim Watson pre-
sented this year’s Ottawa 
Heritage Day proclama-
tion to the Carp landmark 
at city hall on Feb. 18.

In his presentation, 
Wa t s o n  c a l l e d  t h e 
Diefenbunker a very 
unique museum not only 
in Ottawa but in all of 
Canada. 

The underground bunker 
offers visitors an “amazing 
experience,” the mayor 
said, noting its role not 
only as Canada’s cold war 
museum but also as a na-
tional historic site. 

Features such as the bed 
reserved for the prime 
minister and the onsite 
CBC radio station take 

visitors back to the 1960s 
when the cold war facility 
was opened as a safe haven 
for government politicians 
and officials in the event of 
a nuclear attack.

“We are so honoured 
and grateful for this im-
portant recognition,” 
said Christine McGuire, 
executive director of the 
museum. She noted the 
one-of-a-kind attraction 
is Canada’s, and perhaps 
the world’s, only cold war 
bunker open to the public 
as a museum and national 
historic site. Among the 
more than 20 exhibits by 
heritage organizations at 
this year’s Heritage Day 
celebration were those 
of the Huntley Township 
Historical Society and the 
Pinhey’s Point Foundation. 
The theme was “2020 
Vision: Bringing the Past 
into the Future.”

jcurry@ottawavoice.ca

Diefenbunker singled out on Heritage Day

At the Huntley Township 
Historical Society’s 
exhibit at city hall on 
Heritage Day were West 
Carleton-March Coun. Eli 
El-Chantiry, left, and the 
society’s Anne Cameron 
and Roger Thomas. 

John Curry photos
At the Heritage Day proclamation on Feb. 18 were Coun. 
Glen Gower, left, the Diefenbunker’s Kelly Eyamie, Coun. 
Catherine McKenney, the Diefenbunker’s Bernard Proulx and 
Christine McGuire, Coun. Eli El-Chantiry, Mayor Jim Watson, 
the Diefenbunker’s Susan McLeod, Catherine Lindquist, with 
Capital Heritage Connexion, and town crier Daniel Richer.

Independent Living  |  Residential Care  |  Physical Assisted Living  |  Memory Care

Rare availability! Contact Nancy
today at 613-595-1116 to tour

Located 2 minutes from the Superstore at 480 Brigitta Street in Kanata | BridlewoodRetirement.com

iPad Learning Class
Join us Wednesday, March 11th at 2pm as our resident expert, Al Robertson,
continues sharing tips and tricks to help you get the most out of your iPad. 

Bridlewood Trails Retirement Community, by Riverstone, prides itself on o�ering

comfortable living arrangements so you can relax and enjoy life. Delivering a living

experience tailored to your personal needs; Bridlewood Trails is the community

you’ve been searching for in Kanata South. Come in for a your today.

There’s always something going in at Bridlewood Trails

Classical Piano Performance
Join us Thursday, March 12th at 1:45pm for an afternoon of classical music
featuring a live piano performance by Nicholas Deeks.   
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Women’s Institute disbands after a century
BY ERIN McCRACKEN

A women’s institute in 
West Carleton that dates 
back a century is close to 
disbanding.

The Lorne Sutherland 
Women’s Institute, which 
for many years was based in 
Galetta and has been meet-
ing in Arnprior in recent 
years, is folding because of 
declining attendance.

That leaves the Dunrobin 
Women’s Institute as the 
last remaining branch in 
West Carleton. At one time 
there were also branches in 
Torbolton, Huntley, Antrim 
and Kinburn.

The Lorne Sutherland 
institute’s closure will be-
come official at the group’s 
final meeting in late March. 
It celebrated its 100th anni-
versary just last June.

“We’ve been trying for 
years to bring up our mem-
bership and we didn’t get 
anywhere,” said president 
Terry MacHardy. “There’s 
people that will come out 
and join a couple meetings 
but they’re not interested in 
taking an executive position 
or any active role in running 
the group.”

The branch currently has 
about 10 members but only 
four or five attend meet-
ings. Most are older now 
and some have health is-
sues or rely on caregivers to 
get them to meetings, said 
MacHardy.

“Now they’re just getting 
beyond being able to do all 
these things,” she said. “It’s 
a big load on those who can 
help.”

MacHardy says times are 
changing.

“There are a lot of com-
munity groups out there 
that are pulling a lot of po-
tential members and also 
doing the same thing as 
women’s institutes,” she 
said, but added some insti-
tutes in southern Ontario 
are flourishing.

At last year’s anniversary 
celebration, remaining 

members were acknowl-
edged for their years of ser-
vice. Two have been with 
the branch for more than 
45 years, while others have 
been involved for 35, 30 and 
20 years.

At its anniversary cel-
ebration last summer, 
Kanata-Carleton MP Karen 
McCrimmon credited the 

group with being a care-
taker of community knowl-
edge and for encouraging 
women’s leadership roles. 
Kanata-Carleton MPP Dr. 
Merrilee Fullerton noted 
the women’s institute’s 
work towards the pasteuri-
zation of milk, among other 
improvements.

West Carleton-March 
Coun. Eli El-Chantiry said 
branch members have 

helped make the commu-
nity more resilient, contrib-
uting to its survival during 
the recent natural disasters.

The Lorne Sutherland 
Women’s Institute formed 
in 1919 on the heels of the 
creation of the Federated 
Women’s Institutes of 
Ontario. Members were 
women who had been in-

volved with the Red Cross 
preparing and distribut-
ing aid parcels to overseas 
troops during the First 
World War.

The group’s community 
work has been very diverse. 

It has supported fami-
lies impacted by fire, sick-
ness and the floods and 
tornadoes in recent years. 
It worked with the Galetta 
Community Association, 

supported local 4-H youth, 
sponsored prizes at the 
Carp Fair and has helped 
preserve local history.

Members have fundraised 
for a long list of community 
recipients: the Arnprior & 
District Memorial Hospital, 
the Arnprior-Braeside-
McNab Seniors at Home 
Program, the Prior Chest 
Nuts breast cancer survi-
vor group, Friends of the 
Experimental Farm, the 
Robbie Dean Centre, the 
West Carleton Food Access 
Centre and Valley Heritage 
Radio. 

The branch was named 
after Maj. Lorne Sutherland, 
a local resident who was 
killed in the Battle of Vimy 
Ridge in 1918 during the 
First World War. The name 
will remain protected on file 
for about three years. After 
that it will no longer be held.

“So if there’s someone 
who has an interest in 
starting the branch back 
up again they can use the 
Lorne Sutherland name,” 
MacHardy said. 

The branch’s final meeting 
is scheduled for late March. 

-With files from John Curry
emccracken@ottawavoice.ca

Mosquito-control 
program too pricey for 

West Carleton: councillor
BY ERIN McCRACKEN

West Carleton won’t be get-
ting a mosquito-control pro-
gram anytime soon.

“I want to be on the re-
cord. This will not work for 
West Carleton, whatsoever,” 
West Carleton-March Coun. 
Eli El-Chantiry told the city’s 
finance and economic de-
velopment committee on 
last month.

Committee members 
agreed to allow a mosquito-
control program to continue 
in Kanata North until 2023 
after residents there recent-
ly voted 3,764 to 984 in fa-
vour of keeping up the fight 
against the blood suckers. 

GDG Environment will 
continue spraying biologi-
cal larvicide that is designed 
to prevent mosquito larvae 
from hatching and becom-
ing biting adults. The com-
pany was first hired in 2016 
to begin applying the treat-
ment and conduct research.

The total cost of the new 
four-year contract is about 
$1.52 million, which will in-
clude approximately $1.34 
million for the treatment 
and just over $181,000 for re-
search. The levy works out to 
$16.85 a year for the average 
residential property owner.

Last year, El-Chantiry was 
often asked about the merits 
of bringing a similar spray-
ing program to the ward by 
flood-zone residents seek-
ing relief from the influx of 
mosquitoes.

Such a program in 
Constance Bay would come 
to $160,000 a year, cost-
ing each property owner 
$142.98, based on quotes 
provided by GDG in 2017. 

Fitzroy Harbour owners 
would each have to pay 
$85.71 a year to cover the 
$120,000 annual price tag.

In Carp, each property 
owner would need to pay 

$89.62 a year to cover the 
$190,000 annual bill.

If all three communities 
signed up for the program 
together, the total annual 
price would be $420,000, 
bringing the annual levy 
to $90.54 for each property 
owner. 

These are the most recent 
available prices, but El-
Chantiry suspects they are 
likely even higher now.

In West Carleton, there is 
a lot of ground to cover, he 
said. Ward 5 is geographi-
cally the largest ward in 
Ottawa. It also has the small-
est population.

“To put it in perspective, 
West Carleton is larger than 
the City of Calgary by 50 
square kilometres,” he told 
this newspaper. “And we 
only have 28,000 people liv-
ing here.

“We have more vegeta-
tion, more marshes, more 
lakes, more creeks, more 
rivers than anyone can wish 
for,” El-Chantiry told the 
committee.

He acknowledged he 
would support Kanata 
North Coun. Jenna Sudds’ 
bid to carry out the wishes of 
residents who voted for the 
program, just as he did when 
former Kanata North coun-
cillor Marianne Wilkinson 
first initiated it.

“Does it work?” he said dur-
ing the committee meeting. 
“I think it depends who you 
ask and it depends what 
time of the year you ask that 
question. I will not, person-
ally, be asking for that for my 
community.”

At the meeting, Barrhaven 
Coun. Jan Harder said she 
would support a future 
discussion about the city’s 
problem with ticks and 
Lyme disease, and the city-
wide application of a treat-
ment program.

emccracken@ottawavoice.ca

John Curry file photo
Members of the Lorne Sutherland Women’s Institute who attended the branch’s 100th 
anniversary celebration in June 2019 included (front row, from left) Ina Mills, Berna McClure, 
Joyce Headrick and Gwen Steinke and (back row, from left) Terry MacHardy, Debbie Mohr-
Caldwell, Marina Simard and Pat Herrick. Missing from the picture were member Gail 
Whalen and honourary members Agnes Brydges and Helen MacHardy.

“We’ve been trying for years to 
bring up our membership and we 

didn’t get anywhere.”

Terry MacHardy, branch president
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HazeldeanGardens Retirement Residence
6130 Hazeldean Road, Stittsville        www.hazeldeangardens.ca

Th e Ott awa Area’s Premier Retirement Residence Located Nearby in the Heart of Stitt svill e

Here are just some of the all-inclusive
events enjoyed by our residents 
during the past year:

• Fashion Show
• Vintage Car Show
• RCAF Pipe & Drum Band
• Victorian Tea
• 50’s Party with Elvis
• Anniversary Party
• Strawberry Social
• Family BBQ
• Canada Day Celebration
• Hallowe’en Party
• History of Stittsville Lectures
• Bingo, Bridge, Euchre
• Goulbourn Museum Presentations
• Christmas Bazaar
• Arts & Crafts Classes
• Live Musical Entertainment
• Happy Hour Every Friday Afternoon

CALL 613-903-6949 FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO SCHEDULE A TOUR

YOU’RE NEVER TOO OLD TO HAVE FUN
AT HAZELDEAN GARDENS!


