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West Carleton Secondary School’s Grade 12 students still made important memories before the school was closed in mid-March 
because of the pandemic. In this edition, the West Carleton Community Voice pays tribute to West’s graduating class of 2020.  

For our special coverage, please turn to pages 6, 9, 10 and 11. 
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J E N A ND L U C Y . C A
S A L E S  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S

J e n  M a c D o n a l d  &  L  u c y  W e b s t e r

We’re good to go
OC Transpo is working with  
Ottawa Public Health to make 
transit as safe as possible as we 
return to full service on June 28. 
These and other measures mean 
we’re good to go, so put your 
mask on and let’s go!

PLEASE PUMP SOME ON 
BEFORE YOU JUMP ON
Hand sanitizers installed in stations

PROTECTIVE SHIELDS  
SO YOU CAN BOARD  
AT THE FRONT

PLEASE PUT YOURS ON  
BEFORE YOU GET ON
Cloth masks mandatory

KEEPING TRANSIT CLEAN, 
AROUND THE CLOCK
Enhanced cleaning and sanitizing

OCTRANSPO.COM

ACCOUNTING FOR SMALL/MEDIUM SIZE BUSINESSES

Annie Stuart - 613.832.8012
820 Bayview Dr., Woodlawn

annie@stuartbookkeeping.com

StuartStuart
BOOKKEEPING & TAX SERVICES

Over 25 years experience.

Our Services include...
PERSONAL INCOME TAX (T1)

• E-File
• Past Years Returns Welcome
• Audits - CRA
• A/R, A/P, G/L, Payroll
• Financial Statement Preparation
• HST - WSIB - Payroll - Remittances
• Corporate Tax Returns (T2)
• Incorporations

Boaters rescue crashed pilot
BY ERIN McCRACKEN

Local boaters are being 
credited for rescuing the 
pilot of a float plane in-
volved in a mid-air collision 
over Constance Bay that 
crash landed on Sunday.

“We saw the two planes 
collide in the air,” said 
Crown Point resident 
Cameron Tilley.

He and a friend saw a 
Cessna aircraft fly in a 90-de-
gree angle towards the float 
aircraft, and it appeared the 
bottom of the Cessna hit 
the float plane’s rudder at 
the tail. The friends ran to-
wards the water’s edge and 
Cameron called 911.

“A bunch of boats immedi-
ately went over to the plane,” 
he said. “It could have ended 
quite a bit worse.”

Constance Bay resi-
dent Phil Aldis heard the 
collision.

“We looked up and two 
planes were very, very close 
to each other in the air above 
our house,” he said. “My first 
reaction was they’re just 
horsing around.”

He watched one fly away 
and the other begin a wide, 
slow spiral downward. 

“He was headed towards 
four boats, and it was just at 
that last spiral where I real-
ized, oh no, he’s crashing. So 
I started running towards 
my boat to see if I could pro-
vide assistance,” said Aldis.

“The four boats that were 
there – one had to accel-
erate full throttle to avoid 
being struck, and the other 

boaters were just scream-
ing at each other to get out 
of the way,” said Aldis. “But 
they were instantly there to 
rescue the fellow.”

Ottawa paramedics say 
credit goes to nearby boat-
ers, one of whom jumped 
in the water and pulled the 
pilot from the plane.

The pilot, who is approxi-
mately 70 years old, suffered 
minor scrapes and bruises 
and was taken to hospital.

“We want to thank all the 
people who came to his as-
sistance. They responded 
right away and we’re really 
appreciative of what they 
did,” said Marc-Antoine 
Deschamps, Ottawa para-
medic spokesperson. 

F i r e f i g h t e r s  f r o m 
Constance Bay and Fitzroy 
Harbour’s water rescue unit 
also responded. 

Fire crews secured the 
downed plane, which was 
overturned and almost 
completely submerged in 
the water, and ensured there 
were no fuel leaks. 

“The pilot did a really good 
job of maintaining control 
and landing it on the pon-
toons. It was a rough landing 
but was able to steer clear of 
boat traffic. It was quite mi-
raculous that no one was se-
riously hurt,” said District 6 
Sector Chief Bill Bell, who 
saw a video of the plane 
going down.

The pilot of the other 
plane, a Cessna, landed 
safely at the Arnprior 
Airport, though the cowl-
ing or the protective frame 

around the front landing 
gear had been damaged 
in the collision, said Dan 
Lynch, the airport’s opera-
tions manager.

“The cowling took a beat-
ing but it saved the landing 
gear,” he said. The pilot, two 
other adults and a young 
child, who were also on 

board, were not injured in 
the collision, said Lynch.

A  t e a m  f r o m  t h e 
Transportation Safety 
Board of Canada was de-
ployed to investigate the 
collision Monday morning, 
confirmed spokesperson 
Alexandre Fournier.

emccracken@ottawavoice.ca

Photo by Cameron Tilley
Boaters are being credited for coming to the assistance of the 
pilot of a float plane that crash landed near Crown Point at 
the mouth of Buckham’s Bay on Sunday, June 14. 
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EDITORIAL

BY STEVE DESROCHES
@SteveDesroches

What a tremendous relief 
that the city is reviewing its 
tow truck bylaws. 

It is a business with a hor-
rendous reputation. Tow 
operators should be seen as 
heroes in capes that swoop 
to accident scenes to rescue 
people in distress. In our 
house during playtime, my 
three sons’ tow truck toys 

were always on a noble mis-
sion to aid those in need. 

My kids were inspired in 
part by Disney’s fun-lov-
ing Cars character “Tow 
Mater,” who always helped 
his friends. I did not have the 
heart to tell my children that 
the tow truck industry gen-
erally has the reputation of 
vultures. 

I will concede that the sins 
of a few operators have likely 
stained the perception of the 
entire industry. 

Sadly, perception is reality 
for many in the court of pub-
lic opinion. 

Unfortunately, there has 
been zero effort or initiative 
by the industry to self-regu-
late and clean up those who 
have stained the business. 
In the absence of any sec-
tor leadership, the time has 
come for stronger consumer 

protection standards. 
Given the circumstances, 

the city needs to raise the bar 
for licensing. In other words, 
if you want to tow in Ottawa 
you need to meet a number 
of conditions. 

Standing strong for con-
sumers would not be a first 
for the city. The municipal-
ity has historically had high 
licensing standards for the 
taxi industry as well as ride-
sharing services. 

Over a period of time, cases 
of bad business practices 
paved the way for greater 
consumer protection mea-
sures focused on price goug-
ing, vehicle standards and 
client safety. 

Consumers need predict-
able and reasonable pricing. 
There should be no surprise 
bills or deceptive tactics that 
exploit crash victims. There 

have been too many horror 
stories of consumers being 
fleeced. 

And while there may be 
less sympathy for insur-
ance companies, we all lose 
when they are overbilled or 
defrauded though bogus 
claims. 

There should be standards 
for safety and serious con-
sequences for tow opera-
tors who act recklessly by 
speeding to crash scenes. 
Given the destruction they 
have witnessed in carrying 
out their work, they know 
first-hand that “speed kills.” 

Operators should have the 
highest standard of conduct 
including criminal record 
checks to help dispel the 
sector’s increasingly dodgy 
reputation. 

If an operator has nothing 
to hide, then there is nothing 

to lose. 
Unfortunately, traffic colli-

sions are big business. 
Recent allegations of fi-

nancial kick-backs for police 
related to tow business are 
deeply troubling. The wild 
system of first tow truck on 
the scene is a disastrous 
policy. 

There needs to be a new 
model where only pre-
qualified tow companies 
are eligible for police-related 
referrals and dispatching to 
collision scenes. 

A fair and transparent sys-
tem of rotating service calls 
should be put in place for 
police referrals. 

Unauthorized tow trucks 
arriving at a scene would be 
turned away from the crash 
location. 

Unscrupulous tow op-
erators need not apply 
and would lose their ac-
cess if they failed to meet a 
high standard of consumer 

service. 
Be forewarned that even 

the slightest regulatory 
change will likely generate 
a howl from some in the 
industry. 

You may hear industry 
protests that “red tape” will 
harm the industry and that 
the consumer will pay a 
higher price. Some maver-
icks may even make the tac-
tical error of blocking traffic 
in protest. 

Such a strategy will not 
win public sympathy for a 
group that lacks credibility 
and trusted voices. 

Public consultations are 
underway. Don’t wait to be 
an unlucky and helpless 
victim. 

Let the city know you want 
a clean sweep of the tow 
truck industry.

Steve Desroches is a former 
Ottawa city councillor and 
deputy mayor.

OP-ED: Tow truck review needs to be disruptive

We need a party in the worst 
way.

As restrictions start to get lifted 
and we venture into the light of 
the outdoors after weeks of self-
isolation, let’s give thanks that 
we live in the best country on the 
planet to live, work and play.

And what better day to cele-
brate than Canada Day?

Of course, we must think of 
safety, remembering to adhere 
to maximum numbers that can 
meet.

In this second phase of the re-
covery, the edict is that a person 
should be part of only one ‘social 
circle’ of up to 10 people.

Unfortunately, the traditional 
celebration that would bring 
hundreds of revelers to the 
communities of Corkery, Fitzroy 
Harbour, Dunrobin, Constance 
and Buckham’s Bay and Carp, 

and all points in between, for 
face painting, fastball, fun, frolic 
and fireworks can’t happen this 
year. 

Yes, the mass gatherings that 
usually mark the big birthday 
have all been cancelled, but 
let’s not let that deter us from 
celebrating and re-connecting 
as a community. 

Take time to thank a neighbour 
for a kind gesture, for that wave 
from across the street and the 
phone call when you needed it.

Like never before, we need to 
reach out to family and friends. 

Let’s give a collective hug to 
those who have been separated 
from loved ones, those of you 
who could not visit Mom and 
Dad and Grandma and Grandpa 
at their home or in a care setting.

Let’s use this day to honour 
our many heroes – from first 

responders and health-care pro-
fessionals to grocery store clerks 
and personal support workers.

It’s also essential that we not 
forget the many small busi-
nesses struggling to survive. 
Many are sole proprietors and 
family-owned and need a pick-
me-up too like the rest of us. 

Be sure to thank them for hang-
ing on during the worst of times, 
so we can continue to patronize 
them together in good times. Fly 
a flag, decorate a window, raise a 
glass, salute a veteran and most 
of all, be kind to others.

Remember, we’re all in this to-
gether no matter our politics, so-
cial standing, colour of our skin 
or religion.

To be Canadian is to be accept-
ing of cultural differences and 
diversities. Happy Canada Day 
from our family to yours. 

Happy Canada Day
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CITY HOLDING FIRST OF THREE EXTENDED
HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE DEPOTS

The City is replacing cancelled household hazardous waste 
depots with three extended depots. The fi rst event will last 
six days, starting Monday, June 22. Residents will be able to 
dispose of household hazardous waste at 3100 Conroy Road 
daily between 8am and 4pm until Saturday, June 27. The City, 
in consultation with Ottawa Public Health, has reviewed safety 
precautions to protect the health and safety of residents and 
staff and has posted procedures online at www.ottawa.ca/en/
garbage-and-recycling.  Please note:

• Residents are encouraged to visit on their regular 
waste-collection day, to help limit traffi c and make the 
process more manageable for staff.

• The depot will accept household hazardous waste only 
and will not accept electronic waste.

•  Residents must always remain in their vehicles and, 
due to operating restrictions, staff will not empty and 
return bins, totes, gas cans and the like to residents.

• Work will cease promptly at 4pm and residents might 
not be able to drop off materials that day if there are 
long end-of-day line-ups.

The City will provide details about two additional depots once 
locations and dates are confi rmed. This information is subject to 
change based on further developments related to COVID-19. 
For the latest information check www.ottawa.ca. 

ASH TREE REPLACEMENT PROGRAM

Do you have an ash tree on your property that might be infected 
with the Emerald Ash Borer (EAB)? Cost-share funding is 
available for removal and replacement of trees ($500 per tree, 
up to $5,000). Following the same format as previous years, the 
program is available to property owners with affected tree(s) 
located in the City of Ottawa. Eligible applicants agree to use a 
forestry professional to confi rm and remove EAB infected trees 
and to replace all removed trees with suitable native trees. The 
Ash Tree Replacement Program is managed and administered 
by South Nation Conservation, and funding support provided 
by the City of Ottawa. Interested applicants are encouraged to 
visit the program website at nation.on.ca/eab.

OTTAWA RIVER CANOE CLUB - SUMMER CAMPS

Registration is now open for summer camps at the Ottawa 
Canoe Club (located in Dunrobin). Camps are available for 
kids age 6-14. There will be strict health and safety measures in 
place to protect participants and staff. For more information and 
to register visit ottawarivercanoe.com.

Defunding police would hurt rural Ottawa

BY JON MARK

2020 just  keeps on 
giving.

It has been a crazy year 
and nearly everyone is 
just a little off-balance as 
the world around us con-
tinues to throw us curve 
balls.

The recent “No Peace 
until Justice” demon-
stration downtown had 
more than a few people 
perplexed. 

Thankfully, it was or-
derly and the message 
was not lost despite the 
risk participants entered 
into.

One of my colleagues at 
Boom 99.7 was unable to 
attend his own mother’s 
funeral in March, and this 
clearly had him vexed.

We had a family friend 
pass away tragically in 
May, and have yet to 
gather to pay our respects 
for him.

I discussed this with 
several local restau-
rateurs who decried 
the mixed message, as 
some barely hang on to 
their businesses by their 

fingernails, if at all.
On a day that the prov-

ince’s health minister 
deemed that no more 
than five people should 
congregate together, we 
saw thousands of people 
converge and the press 
often had them, easily, 
inside the recommended 
two metres apart.

Frankly, I hope the name 
George Floyd never goes 
away. 

I hope he lives on re-
minding us that there is 
no place for thugs and 
murderers on our police 
forces.

I hope that the DAs in 

Minnesota get the con-
victions. Heaven help us 
if they do not.

As COVID-19 could be a 
turning point for all of us, I 
hope Mr. Floyd’s senseless 
death can be the same.

It will be impossible for 
our society to evolve with-
out all things being equal.

I also feel bad for all of 
the many good cops, 
many men and women 
of diversity and colour, on 

police forces who make a 
difference every day.

It is a very difficult job 
and I have personally 
watched it take a toll. So I 
am not comfortable see-
ing all of our police por-
trayed as the henchmen 
of brutality.

It is not fair, and it is not 
true.

Ottawa’s Capital Coun. 
Shawn Menard shot 
out another controver-
sial tweet recently when 
he stated; It’s time to 
#DefundThePolice. 

While there was no sug-
gestion the police service 
should cease to exist, the 

timing seemed to be pil-
ing on for effect.

Being elected to council 
comes with it the respon-
sibility to build up the city, 
not tear it down.

“Defund” by definition, 
means abolish. Words 
matter right?

The premise, to some, is 
to channel funding away 
from the police budget, 
and divert it elsewhere.

After 15 years on the po-
lice services board, Coun. 
Eli El-Chantiry seemed 
baffled by the whole no-
tion. “So if somebody is 
having a problem, some-
body is beating someone, 
or somebody is stabbing 
someone, who are you 
going to call? A social 
worker? Seriously?”

Let us be honest, many 
hardened criminals are 
well past a big hug.

Like many initiatives 

hatched by progressive 
councillors, this plan 
would not treat the citi-
zens of rural Ottawa well, 
including West Carleton.

El-Chantiry continued: 
“Right now we have zone 
policing (at times, there 
are only two cars in the 
ward) and if you reduce 
or defund and make the 
funding based on calls 
for service, well I can as-
sure you, you will have 
no police at all in our 
community.  So if some-
thing happened in West 
Carleton, you would likely 
have to wait an hour, or 
more, for a downtown 
car to arrive in Fitzroy, 
Kinburn or Constance 
Bay.”

Like all institutions, our 
police service has had its 
share of problems, but 
now is not the time to 
completely abandon it.

Let’s agree it is time to 
evolve. 

Improvements can be 
found but they are not 
helped along with in-
flammatory missives 
from civic leaders push-
ing radical ideas that will 
never find consensus at 
city hall.

Police budgets are an 
investment. 

“We invest and increase 
in diversity, and we invest 
and increase for women 
on the forces. We started 
in 2003 with eight per 
cent and now we have al-
most 25 per cent female 
uniformed officers,” El-
Chantiry said.

Harmony and balance 
are the key and sweeping 
generalizations are never 
helpful.

If we ‘defund the police’ 
you can be certain that 
it’ll greatly affect rural 
Ottawa and we will all be 
less safe because of it. It is 
simple math.

Jon Mark is a Dunrobin 
resident and a radio host 
with 99.7 Boom FM.

>> LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Re: Thanks

T h a n k  y o u  v e r y 
much for the excel-
lent informative article 
about Panmure Farms 
and Hudson cor n’s 
distribution.  

Thanks also for the 
super article  about 
Juanita Snelgrove and 
her 104th birthday and 
busy life.     

Fran Dawson,  
Woodlawn

“So if somebody is having a 
problem, somebody is beating 

someone, or somebody is stabbing 
someone, who are you going to 

call? A social worker? Seriously?”

-Coun. Eli El-Chantiry
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‘We should still be very proud’

BY ERIN McCRACKEN

Despite losing out on 
what should have been 
a momentous final few 
months of high school, 
West Carleton’s 280 grad-
uates are trying to make 
the best of a difficult and 
unprecedented situation.

“Even though we ended 
abruptly it still doesn’t in-
validate everything that 
we accomplished the past 
three-and-a-half years 
and it doesn’t take away 
the memories that we 
made in the past three-
and-a-half years,” said 
17-year-old Hoda Osman, 
Grade 12 student council 
co-president.

There is a too-long list of 
cancelled activities and 
events the graduating class 
was looking forward to, 
though there are alternate 
plans for a commence-
ment ceremony and prom.

The prom committee is 
rescheduling the student-
organized formal event for 
May 2021 and graduation 
is tentatively rescheduled 
for this fall. Grads will re-
ceive swag bags and they 
can take photos with a 
congratulatory sign that 
was installed last week in 
front of the school.

Bu t ,  t h e re  w i l l  b e 

n o  To u r n a m e n t  o f 
Champions at West, typi-
cally a full day of sports, 
and no Relay for Life fund-
raiser in support of cancer 
research. 

Senior students tak-
ing musical theatre were 
to perform Peter Pan 
in a four-show run this 
month. The co-presidents 
were also looking forward 
to playing football for a 
fourth season beginning 
in mid-April.

There was to have been a 
grad breakfast plus a water 
fight between teachers 
and students. Last year, the 
battle featured a sno-cone 

and cotton candy truck.
“A lot of people say that 

Grade 12 is the best year 
of high school and espe-
cially the last few months, 
so it makes it hard for this 
year’s class to go through 
that,” said student coun-
cil co-president Anda Hou, 
17, who is also on the four-
member prom committee.

Also cancelled was the 
annual Muslim Student 
Alliance’s Iftar dinner for 
teachers, students and 
families during Ramadan.

“It’s a really nice event 
because it embraces the 
different cultures in the 
community,” said Hoda.

But the student council 
was able to salvage an an-
nual Oscars ceremony, a 
formal awards ceremony 
and dance traditionally 
held at the school.

It has moved it online. 
Video clips were compiled 
revealing the names of ju-
nior and senior students 
who were voted by their 
peers in 35 categories, 
such as the student most 
likely to become a photog-
rapher at Vogue, or make it 
to the Olympics, the senior 
student with the nicest car 
or the freshest freshman.

“We saw that other 
schools were hosting 

online spirit weeks to en-
courage school spirit dur-
ing this tough time,” said 
Hoda. 

“It’s still something fun 
to participate in. Even 
though you can’t dress up, 
we thought it would be a 
good way to get people ex-
cited and looking forward 
to something.”

The co-presidents re-
member when word 
began to spread that stu-
dents wouldn’t be allowed 
to return to school for two 
weeks after March Break.

“We were actually ex-
cited: ‘Whoa, a whole 
three-week break,’” Hoda 
said. “Little did we know it 
would be cancelled until 
the end of the school year.”

Pr i n c i p a l  Sh a n n o n 
Adams recognizes how dif-
ficult it has been for West’s 
100 staff and 1,290 stu-
dents, particularly the grad 
class, as well as parents.

“The definition of un-
charted waters – that’s re-
ally where we’re at because 
we’ve never been in this 
situation before, and we 
don’t know where the end 
is,” he said.

Behind the scenes, school 
staff and administra-
tors have been very busy 
responding to change. 
Teachers have been cre-
ative in supporting their 
students. 

Staff in eight depart-
ments have connected 
through countless online 
meetings. And there has 
been a focus to get about 

150 Chromebook com-
puters and internet con-
nection devices out to 
students.

“The intention was not 
to replace everything they 
did at school because of 
all the difficulties and 
families that are just strug-
gling,” said Adams. “I think 
that was one thing, that the 
focus was really support-
ing the students.”

Many questions don’t yet 
have answers. Will West be 
able to hold its graduation 
this fall at the W. Erskine 
Johnston Arena in Carp as 
it was last year?

“We don’t even know 
what September is going 
to look like,” Adams said. 
“We will deal with things 
and for West Carleton we’ll 
make it our own, whatever 
that looks like, and we’ll do 
the best that we can.”

Students and their fam-
ilies have already been 
through so much with 
flooding in 2017 and 2019 
and a tornado in 2018. 

When Adams took up the 
post of principal at West in 
September 2017, there was 
also a lot of upheaval to go 
through with the comple-
tion of an addition to alle-
viate overcrowding.

“I was looking forward 
to this being a quiet, calm 
year,” he said, adding that 
the student body and the 
greater West Carleton 
community are nothing 
short of resilient,” he said.

 PLEASE SEE GRADS, PAGE 7

280 students 
graduate from West 
Carleton Secondary 
School this month

Photo courtesy of West’s graduating class
Student council co-presidents Anda Hou, left, and Hoda Osman say that while they and 
their fellow graduates at West Carleton Secondary School missed out on several events and 
activities this term because of the cancellation of school due to the COVID-19 pandemic, they 
still accomplished a lot over the past four years.

WEST CARLETON CLASS OF 2020
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Ginger finds her favourite spot to beat the heat

BY DIANA FISHER 

I love this time of year 
when the leaves are pop-
ping out on the Virginia 
Creeper I transplanted to 
the back porch.

The Farmer built a trellis 
roof, much like they have 
in wine country. Soon we 

will have a living roof to 
shade and cool us.

A robin built her nest 
on the top of a post at the 
edge of our porch. 

The leaves of the vine 
have now sprung up to 
completely shield her 
brood from view. Two 
barn swallows sit on the 

knobby bits of the vine, 
watching for June bugs. 
They eat mosquitoes, too. 

They may be building 
a muddy nest atop the 
porch light but, as far as 
I’m concerned, they can 
stay as long as they like. 
They are earning their 
keep.

The vine also grows thick 
around, over and through 
the old log barn at the 
edge of the property. 

When you step inside 
the structure, the thick-
ness of the logs and the 
vine insulation drop the 
internal temperature by 
at least 10 degrees. 

Maybe this is what made 
one of our cows (Ginger) 
decide to force her way in 
through the single door 
one hot June day.

I was doing my morn-
ing rounds when I no-
t iced a  rather  large 

c i n n a m o n - c o l o u re d 
behind wedged in the 
entrance to the tiny 
building. 

Upon inspection, I could 

tell the cow had got-
ten herself firmly stuck.  
“Oh, Ginger. What have 
you done?”

She just turned her 
head slowly round to 
peer at me, completely 
nonplussed over her 

situation. 
I  put  my shoulder 

against her rump and 
gave her a hearty shove. 
The logs gave an inch and 
in she went. 

She happily took up 
the tiny pen, rearranged 
herself and continued to 
chew her cud, looking at 
me. 

“I suppose you want to 
stay in here? I’m going to 
tell the Farmer what you 
have done to his barn.”

The tiny feeding trough 
between the two little 
pens had been shattered 
by the cow’s bulk as she 
forced her way inside. 

My husband started the 
tractor and brought a big, 
fermented hay bale out-
side where the cow could 
smell it, and waited until 
Ginger squeezed her way 
back out of the building. 
The walls strained under 

her effort. 
Once she was out, he 

nailed a big board across 
the door.

The next day, which was 
even hotter and muggier, 
Ginger was back inside 
the log barn. 

She watched us through 
the tiny window as we 
approached. 

“Well, it looks like she 
has found a place to get 
away from the bugs,” the 
Farmer decided.

Ginger was allowed 
to stay in the log barn. 
Like some sort of bovine 
fairy tale princess, she 
had found her own little 
cabin in the woods to es-
cape from the black flies, 
mosquitoes, wasps and 
June bugs.

I guess I’m lucky she 
didn’t try to get up on my 
shaded back porch. 

dianafisher1@gmail.com

‘I’m going to tell the 
Farmer what you 
have done to his 

barn.’

“A lot of things that have happened 
in the last couple of years have 

prepared the community in a sense. 
They come together and deal with 

difficult situations.” 

- Shannon Adams, principal

>> GRADS, FROM PAGE 6

“People deal with things maybe differ-
ently than in other areas,” said Adams. “A 
lot of things that have happened in the last 
couple of years have prepared the com-
munity in a sense. They come together 
and deal with difficult situations.” 

The pandemic restrictions have also 
forced many students to revise their sum-
mer plans. West’s co-presidents will attend 
University of Ottawa – Hoda for biomedi-
cal sciences and Anda for commerce. 

Many grads are left wondering what their 
post-secondary studies will be like this 
fall.

Despite not having the graduating year 
they expected or hoped for, the Grade 12s 

are keeping things in perspective. 
“We’re super grateful that our teachers 

and the school are still putting in efforts 
to appreciate the graduating class despite 
everything that’s going on because we 
know it’s tough for them and their fami-
lies,” Hoda said. “We know that things 
could have definitely been worse.”

“Although this isn’t how we thought our 
senior year would turn out, we still should 
be very proud of ourselves for the four 
years and how hard we worked to be able 
to graduate,” said Anda. 

“Even though it’s sad to think about the 
stuff we missed out on, we should still cel-
ebrate everything we were able to accom-
plish in high school.”

emccracken@ottawavoice.ca
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Linda MorinLinda Morin - Owner and Author of - Owner and Author of
“The Courage to Look Beyond”“The Courage to Look Beyond”

11-2039 Robertson Road, Bells Mews Plaza11-2039 Robertson Road, Bells Mews Plaza

613-422-4331613-422-4331
www.lookbeyond.cawww.lookbeyond.ca

Did you Know
all Mastectomy 

Products
HAVE NO
TAXES??

• Mastectomy Wear
• Bras for Everyone
• Bathing Suits
• Consultation Services
• Prosthesis
• Wigs, Head Scarfs
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• Wellness Workshops & Events
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Our 4 Year

Anniversary

We’re OpenWe’re Open

Dunrobin paddling club resumes with new rules

BY ERIN McCRACKEN

One by one teens walk 
down the dock carrying kay-
aks over their shoulders, be-
fore placing their boats into 
the water and paddling out 
on the river.

It may seem like business 
as usual at the Ottawa River 
Canoe Club since it wel-
comed members June 1. But 
the season’s launch came 
with a new set of rules to 
keep staff and participants 
safe at the Dunrobin-area 
not-for-profit organization.

Changes include requir-
ing members to reserve a 
paddling time through an 
online booking system so 
that departures are limited 
to a maximum of six people 
every 10 minutes. 

“It’s worked out great so 
far,” said executive director 
Joel Hazzan.

The club’s budget this year 
meant 10 coaches were 
hired instead of the usual 12 

to 15. Hiring is usually done 
in March and April but the 
provincial restrictions at that 
time created uncertainty 
about the paddling season.

“In March and April I didn’t 
know if I’d have summer 
camps,” Hazzan said. “I 
couldn’t hire the staff to then 

run the camps.”
Fewer coaches means 

older kids, for example, re-
ceive instruction from a 
coach patrolling in a motor-
ized boat. They also paddle 
in smaller groups.

PLEASE SEE CLUB, PAGE 15

Erin McCracken photo
Joel Hazzan, executive director of the Ottawa River Canoe 
Club, says the club has adopted new rules and practices to 
protect staff and paddlers. It reopened June 1 and is preparing 
to launch its summer programs.

Sports
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ELI EL-CHANTIRY
Councillor

West Carleton - March 
Ward 5

City Hall - 613-580-2475
Ward Offi  ce - 613-580-2424 Ext. 32246

eli.el-chantiry@ottawa.ca • www.eliel-chantiry.ca

Best of luck in your future endeavours

CongratulationsCongratulations
        Graduates!        Graduates!

Rameen Aamir Dana Abdel Bary Ridhwan Abdulkader Omar Abotahoon Jason Ade Mohammed Ahmed Yaseen Ahmed Yunus Ahwai Calvin Ajersch

Hiba Alami Chentoufi Kianna Aleboyeh Sam Alexander Yasmeen Ali Omar Aly Haroon Amer Rafiq Simonne Anca Morgan Anderson Joshua Ang

Nalan Aripek Cole Arseneault Megan Arthur Aidan Aubrey Evan Badham Rajvir Badial Shakthika Balakrishnan Rylee Bangs Romantic Barnes

Nethmi Bellana Arjun Bhateja Kevin Bird William Birmingham Steven Bisson Aurelie Bonenfant Tassie Bouraoui Alex Bowes Nelaya Boyd

Noah Bridgen Lauren Bristow Owen Brown Garrett Buck Tuba Buyuktepe Griffin Calder Matthew Callow Cassie Carnegie Alexander Carree

Hunter Carrington Aden Carter Ashleigh Chenier Kylar Code Owen Coombs Reginald Dartey Tyler Davis Zachary Davis Zoey Davis

Connor Davy Matthew Deugo Jake Dicks Eliana Dinakaran Emma Dolan Dillan Durant Zarifa Dwaydar Amina El Dali Ameen ElChamaa

Nicholas Eldershaw Jillian Facchin Adeeb Fahim Emma Filoso Marie-Soleil Fleury Zachary Flieler Vic Foster Keiara Froese Maggie Gattrell

Matthew Gaudet Cole Gavin Selam Gessese Ameesha Goel Satoshi Gomi Victoria Goulding Jacob Griffin Timothy Gyuraszi Salim Habbal

CongratulationsCongratulations
Graduates!Graduates!

Now go add YOUR VOICE to the community!

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE WEST CARLETON SS CLASS OF 2020
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2650 Carp Road
613-831-2940

Congratulations
to all the

graduatesgraduates
of 2020!of 2020!

Congratulations,  
West Carleton Secondary 
School 2020 Graduates! 

The most resilient class ever – overcoming flood, 
tornado, pandemic to persist in your pursuit of academic 
excellence – now ready for continuing success!

Lynn Scott 
Trustee for West Carleton-March,  
Stittsville, Rideau-Goulbourn 
Ottawa-Carleton District School Board

2020

Derek Ho Michael Holy Seungmin Hong Anda Hou Bisher Jabouli Jonas Jacobson Carson James Taylor Johnson Kevin Jorssen

Christopher Jorneaux Grace Joyner Alex Jutras Cameron Kennedy Thomas Keough Liam Khan Areej Khanotia Zaid Khawatmi Jacob Klassen

Rachel Klingbyle Catriona Koenig Shireen Kotb Jamie Kowalski Mackenzie Lalande Stephanie Lamy Ashley Langford Quill Laroche Serena Lau

Alex Le Madeline Lee Lara Lim Sophie-Anne Loisel Zackary Lynch Owen MacIntosh Hailey MacLeod Logan Madore Ethan Major

Jack Maloney Michele Mariani Aaron McArdle Kate McGrath Kelsey McGuire Matthew McKenzie Kaitlyn McMahon Sage McPhee

Ashley Mendoza Dereline Metcalfe Geena Millar Allison More Noah Mosley Jenna Moussa Soroush Moussavi Shelby Muise Emma Mulholland

Ethan Mulholland Neha Munje Piper Murphy Khaleel Nandlal Shandru Nareshan Faezah Nawaz Randy Ngo Brendan Nichols Muhammad Nisar

Daphne Nolin Gabriel O’Donnell Mackenzie O’Neill Nicole Oancea Alora Oliver Hoda Osman Benjamen Pace Logan Paquette Neel Parti

613
832-1889

Good luck to all
the grads of 2020!

Connie Rivington-Howie Broker of Record

613.978.0635
connie@rivington-howie.com • www.rivington-howie.comTown & Country

Honest, Professional Service

Congratulations on your Graduation!
Continue to read

Make your bed

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE WEST CARLETON SS CLASS OF 2020

Ethan Hamilton Kaelan Hamilton Samantha Hamilton Eve Harrison Maryam Hashmi Dawson Helleman Lincoln Henckel Nabeel Hesarnaie Ashley Hiscock

ALSO GRADUATING (photo not available): Laith Al Bbili, Matei Andrei, Joshua Biggs, Sammy Boyd, Steven Bui, Michael DeAngelis,
Hanna Dicks, Callum Dunn, Connor Eades, Henry Feller, Joseph Fifield, Molly Kennedy, Abigail Kopil, Daniel Kuchanski and Andres Martinez

Taylor McMillan



Community Voice - June 18, 2020      11

Congratulations to theCongratulations to the

Class of 2020Class of 2020!!
We wish you all the veryWe wish you all the very
best and best and REMEMBERREMEMBER ... ...
You can do anythingYou can do anything
you put your mind to.you put your mind to.

Now go get ‘em!Now go get ‘em!

Since 2005 2739 Carp Road | 613-288-0701

Congratulations on fi nishing this chapter.
Best of luck in years to come!

Co

Amanda Patterson

Jordon Sample Joshua Samuel Ajay Sandhu Devinder Sarai Ishmeet Saran Joshua Schlingmeier Emily Schreiner Madeeha Shaikh

Jessica Sheehan Emilie Shields Samuel Shiposh Mahad Siddiqui Hanna Sills Ibrahim Skaik Zakhariy Skrypnyk Ellie Smith Noah Smith

Liam Smyth Sierra Snider Judy Sobh Zachary Soucy Cameron Sparks William Squires Ela St. Michael Molly Stewart Olivia Storey

Katelyn Storr Justine Styles Arthik Sundralingam Maaiyaa Sundralingam Ross Taffinder Baron Tessier Courtney Thirukumaran Jyot Toor Ratan Toor

Ethan Tovell Quynh-Ni Tran-Au Mia Tsilemos James Tucker Aditi Tupe Ellena Tzavelas Charlotte Van Barr Maxwel Vanek Sylvia Varga-Toth

Mustafa Vindhani Terence Vongsouneth Anna Vrbaski Aliya Walker Rowan Walker Philip Wall Roberta Walterson Olivia Watters Tye Wetzel

Megan Wilker Connor Wilkes Naomi Williamson Rebecca Willoughby Tayler Winklemaier Nelle Wit Emma Ye Tangia Zhou

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE WEST CARLETON SS CLASS OF 2020

Alexis Peacock Tatum Pearce Anthony Pham Nicholas Phillips Sebastian Poetting Curtis Proulx Elisabet Puig Vinals Sophia Ramotar

Jessica Ramsey Ibtasam Rasool Emilie Remillard Karina Remillard Ethan Richardson Harland Robertson Vanessa Robinson Grace Ross Wunnam Saani

Aniesh Sabnani

Best of luck to all of the graduating
class of 2020. Make us all proud!

ALSO GRADUATING (photo not available): Cameron McDowell, Ashley McJannet, Abdalla Nasr, Wade Nothnagel, Zeina Omar, David 
Perez Gomez, Ali Rizvi, Ty Rouse, Shikoba Silverthorn-Duggan, Logan Stackpole, Sam Szanczuk,Tyler Vongsouneth and Noah Wilson
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WE	ARE	NOW	OPEN!
ALL	OUR	STAFF	HAVE	BEEN	
COVID-TRAINED	TO	KEEP	
OUR	CUSTOMERS	SAFE

WINDOWS	*	DOORS	*	PATIO	DOORS

5906	Hazeldean Road
613-271-5434

admin@stittsvillewd.ca

MILITARY	
DISCOUNT

SENIORS	
DISCOUNT

THANK	YOU	FOR	SUPPORTING	
LOCAL	AT	THIS	DIFFICULT	TIME

On behalf of the Bal Family of Darvesh, we would like to thank all of 
our employees and the town of Kinburn for allowing us the honour of 
serving you 
for the last 32 
years. We have 
a p p r e c i a t e d 
your business, 
kindness and 
f r i e n d s h i p . 
Th is is a great 
community and 

we are blessed to 
call it our family. 
We wish you all 
the best - you 
will be missed. 

Love, 
Th e Bal Family

Th ank you Kinburn!

Photo courtesy of Sue MacDonald Photo by Janelle Brennand Armstrong

Erin McCracken photo

BLACK LIVES MATTER

West Carleton residents joined 
thousands of people at the No Justice 
No Peace march in downtown Ottawa 
on June 5.  ABOVE LEFT: Huntley-
area resident Sue MacDonald and 
her boyfriend joined the downtown 
event. ABOVE RIGHT: Kinburn-
area residents Georgia Armstrong, 
6, and her mom, Janelle Brennand 
Armstrong, took part in the Riverside 
South solidarity walk the same day. 
BELOW LEFT: Dunrobin Heights 
resident Leah Mulligan joined the rally 
on Parliament Hill before marchers 
walked to the Canadian Tribute to 
Human Rights near City Hall. 
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In Memoriam
Ayotte,

Maurice Michael 
Passed away peacefully on May 27, 
2020 in the Rosamond Wing of the 
Almonte General Hospital.  Husband 
for 48 years of the late Julia (June) 
O’Connell.   Beloved husband and 
dance partner of Eleanor (nee 
Carruthers). Loving father of Rodney 
(Alison) and Shawn (1968-2008).   
Proud Poppa of Brittany (Greg), 

Maximilian, Taylor, Hannah, Amanda and Brandon and great grandfather of 
Charlotte and Arianna.   Predeceased by his parents, Raymond and Louisa (nee 
Proulx) and siblings, John Proulx (Alice), Rose (Andy) Carr, Nora (Hector) Beaudoin, 
Doris (Jim) Hebert, Oswald, Elzear “Bay” (Lois), and Fred (Anne). Survived by 
sisters Mary (Donald) Landeau and Dorothy (Philmond) Huard and step-brother 
Dominic Proulx (Doreen). Predeceased by brother-in-law Ronald (Georgina) 
O’Connell.   Stepfather of Gordon (Val) Carruthers and Alison (Scott) Gemmill.     
Step-grandfather of Blake, Allysa, Kendra, Sierra and Cole.  Greatly admired and 
respected by many family and friends.  A special thank-you for the compassionate 
care given by Dr. Stewardson and all of the nursing staff of the Almonte General 
Hospital Rosamond unit. In lieu of fl owers, donations may be made to the Almonte 
General Hospital Fairview Manor Foundation.

Funeral Arrangements Entrusted Into The Care Of
C.R. Gamble Funeral Home & Chapel Inc.

(127 Church St., Almonte, ON., 613-256-3313)
Condolences & Tributes: www.crgamble.com

In Memoriam

The world has lost a great individual:

Fernando Cuervo,
father of Floriana and husband of Jacqui Ehninger-Cuervo, 
son of Maria Stella Cuervo-Carrillo and brother of Cesar 
Cuervo, succumbed to cancer and passed away at home 
on May 17th, 2020. 

He was a man of keen intelligence, wit and droll humour, 
who loved horses, winter sports and fencing (with 
swords, although he dealt with the farm fences when 
necessary) and was recognized at work for his outstanding 
performance and numerous patents. He was happiest at 
home, on the farm, with his family. Fernando always strove 
to be the best he could possibly be and  he did not fear 
death. We trust that we will never truly be apart.

“I’m not afraid of death because I don’t believe in it. It’s just 
getting out of one car, and into another.” – John Lennon

Kinburn’s Bal family begins next chapter

BY ERIN McCRACKEN

They couldn’t say good-
bye as they had hoped.

With heavy hearts, 
Mehtab and Mandy Bal 
are leaving Kinburn and 
what has become their 
extended family after 
more than 32 years at the 
helm of Darvesh Gas and 
Grocery.

They focused their life 
there on raising their three 
children and giving back 
to the community.

When there were power 
outages, they’d run gen-
erators to ensure every-
one had access to fresh 
supplies. 

While the store opened 
each morning at 7 a.m., 
Mandy would often head 
in earlier in case people 
needed to fill up with gas.

“She was always look-
ing out for people,” their 
daughter Amy said. “My 
mom is a hard worker.”

It was also common for 
Mandy to let people pump 
gas and pay later, or pick 
up a few groceries and pay 
when they could.

“That’s the type of per-
son my mom was,” Amy 
said.

Their life in Kinburn 
began in November 1987 
when Mehtab – a skilled 
mechanic – realized his 
dream of owning his own 
business. 

They relocated their 
y o u n g  f a m i l y  f r o m 
Nepean to the corner of 
Loggers Way and Kinburn 
Side Road after purchas-
ing the gas station and 
auto repair shop.

“My mom and dad be-
lieved in serving the 
community,” said Amy, 
who was just 10 when the 
family moved to their new 
hometown. 

“We’re Sikhs and Sikhs 
serve the community. 
That’s part of our religious 
heritage.”

In keeping with that, 
they named their busi-
ness Darvesh, which 
means ‘Servant of God’ in 
Punjabi.

The business was pri-

marily an automobile 
repair garage until 2001, 
the year Mehtab decided 
to retire from his trade.

In 2003, the business 
was approved as an LCBO 
outlet and to sell lot-
tery products. The Bals 
then rebuilt the store in 
2005 as a convenience 
and grocery store and re-
moved the garage. The gas 

station changed from full 
to self-serve.

“My mom used to be out 
there pumping gas in -30,” 
Amy said. “If you ask any-
body, they’ll remember 
my mom pumping gas.”

Amy and her brothers, 
Raj and Balu, helped out 
in the store over the years, 

working the cash and 
stocking shelves. 

“It was always a family 
business,” she said.

Earlier this year, her par-
ents decided it was time 
to begin a new chapter. 
At the end of April, they 
sold the store to a Toronto 
couple, Anil and Anupma 
Verma, who saw the real 
estate listing. 

“They just felt like it 
was time,” Amy said of 
her parents’ retirement 
plans. “They raised their 
children.”

Mehtab and Mandy 
are moving this week to 
Kanata temporarily and 
are considering building 
a home in West Carleton. 
They hope to do some 
travelling and are en-
joying time with their 
two grandsons, Arjun, 8, 
and Veer, who is just six 
months old.

The couple had hoped 
to throw a big thank you 
and goodbye party simi-
lar to one they held in the 
early 1990s at the Kinburn 
Community Centre to 
thank the community and 
their customers. 

But the pandemic got in 
the way of that.

“She’s very sad about it,” 
Amy said of her mom. 

Moving on from their 
business has been chal-
lenging, especially for 
Mandy, who was the face 
of the store.

“She misses her Kinburn 
family, seeing them every 
day,” said Amy. “It’s proven 
to be very emotional.”

emccracken@ottawavoice.ca

Photo courtesy of Amy Bal
For more than three decades, Darvesh Gas and Grocery in Kinburn was the focus of Mehtab 
and Mandy Bal and their family. From left are Heather and Balu Bal, Arjun, 8, (son of Raj and 
Navmeet) Mandy, Mehtab, Amy, Raj Navmeet and their youngest son, Veer. 

Darvesh Gas and 
Grocery sold to new 

owners

“My mom used to be out there 
pumping gas in -30. If you ask 

anybody, they’ll remember my mom 
pumping gas.”

- Amy Bal, daughter
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Students on a mission to create care packages for women’s shelter
BY ERIN McCRACKEN

Three local teens are 
learning that small actions 
can lead to a meaningful 
impact.

Jerra Puchala, Aislynn 
MacLean and Isabella 
LaPalme – all Grade 12 stu-
dents at Cedar Ridge High 
School in Kanata South – 
are creating care packages 
for women and children 
living at Chrysalis House, 
a west-end shelter for self-
identified women and their 
dependents escaping do-
mestic violence and abuse. 

Called ‘Purple Packs,’ 
they include diapers, pull-
ups and underwear for the 
children and infants, as 
well as sand toys, outdoor 
toys, activity and colouring 
books, bath items, swaddle 
blankets, bibs, pacifiers and 
sippy cups. For the women, 
there are period products, 
bubble bath, facial masks, 
nail polish and personal-
ized items, such as head-
phones, a yoga mat and 
painting supplies.

“We wanted to make 
sure that these were going 
to be a gift, not just some-
thing that they needed,” 
said Isabella, 18, from the 

Stittsville-Munster area.
Their idea came together 

earlier this year when 
their Impact class teacher, 
Carolyn Grainger, asked 
the students to develop 
grassroots change-making 
organizations.

Jerra founded Bio Birth 
Box to develop biodegrad-
able birthing supply kits for 
women in India with a goal 
of reducing environmental 
and biohazardous waste 
and improving healthy 
outcomes for mothers and 
their newborns.

Aislynn and Isabella de-
veloped Menstrottawa to 
improve access to costly 

period products and al-
leviate the stigma around 
menstruation. The pair 
connected with city coun-
cillors to lobby for free ac-
cess to sanitary products in 
city facilities, such as librar-
ies and community centres.

They found support in 
Kanata North Coun. Jenna 
Sudds, who has asked city 
staff to study the feasibility 
and cost of a pilot project in 
select facilities.

The COVID-19 pandemic 
prompted the trio to join 
forces and focus their plans 
locally.

Jerra considered a dia-
per drive and Aislynn and 

Isabella wanted to col-
lect period products. They 
learned about Chrysalis 
House and developed their 
Purple Packs idea for the 
residents.

Sudds chipped in by pro-
viding menstrual prod-
ucts donated by residents. 
Jerra reached out to fel-
low Carp resident, West 
Carleton-March Coun. Eli 
El-Chantiry, who has been 
spreading the word on so-
cial media.

The three friends have 
learned what it takes to 
make a difference in the 
lives of others.

“It’s really not that difficult 

to make an impact,” said 
Jerra, 18. “You just have to 
start and you have to reach 
out to people. I’m learn-
ing you have to make con-
nections with people … 
because you can’t get any-
where by yourself.”

Aislynn said passion is key.
“There’s definitely chal-

lenges along the way but 
you can overcome them,” 
the 17-year-old Kanata 
North resident said. “If you 
have a goal and you’re re-
ally passionate, those chal-
lenges won’t really matter as 

much.”
Isabella said she has 

learned more than she ever 
expected.

“Even starting small, you 
don’t realize how big that 
small thing that you’ve done 
can actually create this mas-
sive ripple effect,” she said. 

Items are still being col-
lected for the Purple Packs. 
To donate, please ar-
range to drop off or have 
items picked by emailing  
biobirthbox@gmail.com or 
menstrottawa@gmail.com.

emccracken@ottawavoice.ca

Photos courtesy of Jerra Puchala
Jerra Puchala, 18, of Carp, left, Kanata North’s Aislynn MacLean, 17, and Isabella LaPalme, 
18, from the Stittsville-Munster area, are collecting donated supplies for personalized care 
packages for the residents of Chrysalis House. 

>> CLUB, FROM PAGE 8

“Normally, they’d go out together in 
one big group,” Hazzan said. 

Summer camps for kids, ages six to 
14, open June 29. That’s generated a lot 
of interest since the club is just one of 
a few so far to offer summer program-
ming of this kind during the pandemic.

“I think people are realizing that 
we can socially distance easily,” said 
Hazzan.

The club has a lot of space on land to 
ensure physical distancing. Day camp-
ers will eat outside as usual. In case of 
rain, small groups of kids can be kept 
apart in the different buildings on site 
and will be given single-use masks. 
Boats are also sanitized.

Special Olympics programming be-
gins in July, but with smaller groups 
and on three nights instead of two. Para 
paddling is also going ahead in July, but 
further research is needed.

“One of the biggest challenges with 
that is how do you help transfer some-
body into a boat if you have to stay two 
metres apart,” said Hazzan. 

Dragon boating has been cancelled. 
As well, the Constance Bay Dragon 
Boat Festival that the club holds 
in September with the Constance 
and Buckham’s Bay Community 
Association, is still a question mark.

Organizers will likely make a decision 
in July.

“How do you sit two metres apart in a 
dragon boat?” Hazzan said.

But next year is already looking 
brighter. 

The canoe club was awarded a 
$125,000 Ontario Trillium Foundation 
grant this spring, which it has special 
permission to use for next year.

The funds will allow the expansion of 
a pilot program, launched in 2019, that 
introduced paddling to about 60 kids 
and teens from Westboro’s Dovercourt 

Community Centre.
“Last year they dropped in for the day. 

This year they were going to come for 
week-long camps,” Hazzan said.

The funding will allow hundreds of 
kids to learn to paddle, and Hazzan can 
hire another full-time staffer next year 
to plan the program, summer staff to 
run it and additional equipment can 
be purchased.

Though the club won’t be able to host 
day camp kids from other community 
centres in the city this summer, Hazzan 
feels fortunate to be able to offer sum-
mer programs at all.

“For me, it’s not about making any 
kind of money this year. It’s about trying 
to break even, and being able to survive 
to next year,” he said.

As for memberships, only time will 
tell. Last year, the club had 150. 

“Whether we get that back this year, 
we’ll see,” Hazzan said. 

emccracken@ottawavoice.ca

PUBLIC NOTICE
Due to BAO Registrar’s  Directives, the Annual 

Cemetery Services at the Anglican Parish of 
Huntley’s Christ Church Cemetery and St. James 
Cemetery have been cancelled.

Donations to help with Cemetery expenses 
would be greatly appreciated, made payable to 
Christ Church or St. James Cemetery, c/o Cathy 
Yocom, P.O. Box 157, Carp Ontario K0A 1LO.

George and Sheila Laughlin
60th Wedding Anniversary

June 18th, 2020

Congratulations
from your family and friends!!
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Construction of Dunrobin Plaza to resume for fall reopening
BY ERIN McCRACKEN

The Dunrobin Plaza site is 
stirring to life again.

Some West Carleton resi-
dents noticed last week that 
the site had been tidied, the 
orange fencing and signage 
secured into place and a 
portable toilet installed.

Reconstruction will begin 
again soon, plaza co-owner 
Dr. Anwar Haq, confirmed 
to this newspaper.

Instead of re-opening this 
summer, which was the 
plan late last year, he said 
he hopes the building will 
be ready this September or 
October.

The project has faced a 
number of delays since the 
original building had to be 
torn down after it was se-
verely damaged by a tor-
nado in September 2018. 

Haq said the pandemic 
also delayed his plans.

“They were ready to go 
sooner but (there was) 
the pandemic, the restric-
tions and then they made 
some rules about when the 

building would start to be 
constructed,” he said. “So 
all this has dragged the thing 
around a lot.

“Now they relaxed the 
rules a bit so now … they 
are allowed to proceed,” 
said Haq. “Hopefully, it will 
get somewhere.”

In early April, the province 

allowed only essential 
construction worksites to 
operate.

“Consequently, work was 
prohibited from taking 
place on worksites not meet-
ing the provincial threshold 
of ‘essential’ at that time, in-
cluding the Dunrobin Plaza 
reconstruction,” said John 

Buck, the city’s manager 
and deputy chief building 
official. “These restrictions 
were lifted by the provin-
cial government, effective 
Tuesday, May 19, allowing 
reconstruction of the plaza 
and other construction 
projects to proceed.”

He said there are currently 
no restrictions prohibiting 
its reconstruction from the 
city’s building code services 
standpoint.

There were previous de-
lays before subcontractors 
installed a wall of steel gird-
ers the week of Dec. 11. Prior 
to that, there were delays in 
securing a building permit 
because information had 
been missing from the sub-
mitted application, accord-
ing to city officials.

Then, new wall studs had 
to be custom built and rust-
proofed, Haq previously 
told this newspaper. He said 
just a few companies spe-
cialize in that type of work 
and there were other clients 
ahead of him.

Blueprint Properties 

was hired to demolish the 
original plaza and also to 
reconstruct the building 
on the same footprint but 
with a stronger design and 
a slightly different look. The 
company did not respond 
to an interview request be-
fore press time.

Haq said he plans to 
reach out to previous ten-
ants, including Julie and 
Cindy Delahunt, the own-
ers of Delahunt Meat and 
Grocery.

“I have to talk with them 
because I couldn’t give them 
any time frame (before),” he 
said “Now I have some idea. 
Now I have to line up the 
tenants and try to persuade 
Julie and Cindy to take the 
place where they were.”

He wants tenants to sign 
on before construction is 
finished.

“We have to have a com-
mitment because we need 
to know who’s coming there 
and we can make the parti-
tions and space according 
to their needs,” he said. 

The Delahunt sisters are 

planning to speak with the 
property owner.

“There’s a few things still, 
per se, to figure out with 
how soon construction 
will happen, and with this 
pandemic and all the new 
guidelines to opening up a 
business (there) is a little bit 
more to think about and to 
consider,” Julie said. “There 
are a lot more extra things 
to consider in this day and 
age to see what will be all the 
right measures or routes to 
take.”

When asked if she and 
Cindy considered relocat-
ing their business else-
where, Julie said they prefer 
the corner of Dunrobin 
Road and Thomas A. Dolan 
Parkway. 

“That is the best location 
for us,” she said.

Haq previously told this 
newspaper that Canada 
Post, which relocated down 
Dunrobin Road, won’t re-
turn and Sammy’s Pizzeria 
Restaurant won’t be asked 
back. 

emccracken@ottawavoice.ca

Erin McCracken photo
There’s been some activity at the Dunrobin Plaza site 
recently, signalling progress to come. The site’s owner says 
he hopes the building will be ready this fall.

City to promote rural 
tourism

BY ERIN McCRACKEN

A campaign is in the works to en-
courage Ottawa and Gatineau resi-
dents to shop, eat and cycle in our 
city’s rural communities.

“Of course, we know that the 
tourism industry has been one of 
the hardest hit industries by the 
COVID-19 pandemic along with 
our retail stores and restaurants,” 
Sheilagh Doherty, with the city’s 
planning, infrastructure and eco-
nomic development department, 
told the agriculture and rural af-
fairs committee June 4. 

The tourism campaign will roll 
out in two phases, beginning in 
mid-June to get locals thinking 
about “the rural experience,” she 
said.

The goal is to stimulate retail 

businesses and restaurants and 
other food and beverage enter-
prises, such as ice cream shops and 
local breweries, “and of course, all 
doing this in a safe manner,” said 
Doherty.

The campaign, which will also 
promote cycling routes, will in-
clude a promotional video, photo 
contest and social media content. 
The messaging will highlight rural 
points of interest, cycling routes, 
businesses and sample itineraries. 

“People have been cooped up in 
their house for the past few months 
getting a little bit of cabin fever,” 
said Doherty.

Initially, the goal is to encourage 
people to travel in their own back-
yard. The launch of a second phase 
will coincide with the provincial 
government’s further reopening 

of the economy and will follow 
Ottawa Public Health guidelines. 

The campaign will continue 
throughout the summer and pos-
sibly into autumn depending on 
when phase two of the plan begins, 
Doherty said.

It’s part of a broader Ottawa 
Tourism strategy and people from 
outside Ottawa will eventually be 
targeted. Supporting and advanc-
ing rural tourism was identified as 
a strategic priority in the city’s rural 
economic development strategy 
and action plan that council ap-
proved in April. 

Ottawa’s rural councillors will 
work with city staff to map out 
where locals and visitors from 
outside the city can stop and enjoy 
what the rural communities have 
to offer.

There is no shortage of busi-
nesses and attractions to highlight 
in West Carleton, such as Fitzroy 
Provincial Park, the Diefenbunker 
and Pinhey’s Point. There’s also the 
Cheshire Cat Pub, KIN Vineyards, 
Ridge Rock Brewing, among many 
others.

“It’s such a beautiful destina-
tion to come out and support our 
local businesses and local muse-
ums,” said West Carleton-March 
Coun. Eli El-Chantiry, chair of the 

agriculture and rural affairs com-
mittee, and co-chair of the city’s 
Economic Partners Task Force with 
Mayor Jim Watson.

But much is riding on the pro-
vincial government’s re-opening 
of the economy. Just last Friday, the 
Ontario government lifted addi-
tional restrictions from a number 
of regions, including Ottawa.

That regional opening was a re-
quest Watson and council made 
to help Ottawa businesses com-
pete with those already open in 
Gatineau, El-Chantiry said.

The city has been helping in other 
ways. Last week it was announced 
that residential and business prop-
erty owners financially impacted 
by the pandemic can apply for the 
property tax hardship deferral plan 
by July 31.

Payment due dates for those who 
qualify will be extended until Oct. 
30.

“We try to do what we can,” El-
Chantiry said.

emccracken@ottawavoice.ca

Erin McCracken photo
The Diefenbunker Museum is 
just one of many West Carleton 
attractions. It is set to reopen July 
8, Wednesdays to Sundays, 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m.
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COMMUNITY BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CALL 613-458-6423 x101 TO RESERVE YOUR SPOT!

Small Renos • Trim Install • Handyman • Spray painting • Small Repairs

PAINTING

Mike Cloutier’s
Reliable Appliance Repair

613-277-0107
visit my website at www.mikesapplianceservices.com

Repairs to most makes
and models of appliances

APPLIANCE REPAIR

Ottawa Valley Masonry

Free quote call Byron @ 613-720-6695

• Chimneys
• Window Sills
• Repointing

• Brick Replacement

• Steps
• Parging

Specializing in Masonry Repairs

EXCELLENT SERVICE

MASONRY

• Junk & Clutter Removal
• Estate & Moving Cleanouts
• Fences & Decks Torn Down
• Construction & Reno Debris
• Lawn & Garden Waste, Trees Cut
• Small Shed & Building Demolition

CHEAP RATES • NO-NONSENSE
ALWAYS AVAILABLE

613-899-7269

JUNK REMOVAL

FENCES & DECKS
Sales•Installation•Repairs

to All Types And Sizes of
Fences•Decks•Railings•Interlock•Landscaping

info@diamondview.ca or 613 227 8608
2510 Old Second Line Rd Kanata

DECKS & FENCES

BELL PLUMBING
• Residential Installations and Repairs • Licensed and Insured

• Renovations • Custom Homes • Servicing the Area Since 1978

613-836-2736

PLUMBING

613-256-5129 • 3331 March Road, Carp
tcwater@tcwater.ca

•Water Softeners
•Iron/Sulphur Filters
•UV Systems
•Reverse Osmosis

•Pumps & Pressure Systems
•MOE Licensed Well Technicians
•30 YEARS IN BUSINESS
•FULLY INSURED

WATER

Commercial or Residential
thewaterdoctor.ca • 613-880-0587

WE’RE THERE FOR YOU WHEN YOUR WATER BREAKS
� Plumbing
� Water Treatment
� Softeners
� U.V. Sterilizers
� Water Pumps
� Wells & Extensions

WATER

PAUL SWINWOOD
DESIGNDESIGN

Web Design • Graphic DesignWeb Design • Graphic Design

paulswinwooddesign.compaulswinwooddesign.com

GRAPHIC AND WEB DESIGN

ALL YEAR ROUND LANDSCAPING
RESIDENTIAL LANDSCAPE SERVICES

WWW.ALLYEARROUNDLANDSCAPING.CA

LAWNMOWING, HEDGE TRIMMING AND GARDEN MAINTENANCELAWNMOWING, HEDGE TRIMMING AND GARDEN MAINTENANCE
INTERLOCKING/NATURAL STONE LANEWAYS, WALKWAYS ,INTERLOCKING/NATURAL STONE LANEWAYS, WALKWAYS ,

STEPS, PATIOS, RETAINING WALLS, GARDEN WALLS,STEPS, PATIOS, RETAINING WALLS, GARDEN WALLS,
PVC/WOOD/STEEL FENCES & DECKS, SODDING/SEED LAWNS & MOREPVC/WOOD/STEEL FENCES & DECKS, SODDING/SEED LAWNS & MORE

Call today for a FREE estimate! 613-600-6717
email jeffrey@allyearround-landscaping.ca

LANDSCAPING

Tree Removal • Tree Trimming • Stump Removal
Storm Damage Cleanup • Fully Insured

www.mrchipper.ca • 613 897 2447

TREE SERVICES

Lawn Cutting
613-832-3060

Call today!
LANDSCAPING

ALPINE INTERLOCKINGALPINE INTERLOCKING
613-832-7233613-832-7233

Serving Ottawa and Area over 30 years!Serving Ottawa and Area over 30 years!

Free EstimatesFree Estimates
alpineinterlocking@gmail.comalpineinterlocking@gmail.com

INTERLOCK

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE NOW!
ECRA & ESA Certified License #7004993

Email: centennial.electric@bell.net
Phone: (613) 229-1678 

Centennial ElectricCentntetennial Electrctcttricic
• Commerical     • Residential

• Kitchen     • Basement

ELECTRICIAN

L.A. SICOLLI
MASONRY & RESTORATION

• Chimney Repairs • Window Sills • Custom Stone Work
• Repointing • Parging • Stone Foundation Wall Repairs

• Flagstone • Cultured Stone • Interlocking Stone

FREE Estimates
Luciano Sicoli, Owner • 613-859-4684

MASONRY
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806 March Rd
$1,595,000 / $7,000

110 Acorn Cr.
$495,000

109 Barrow Cr
$524,900

2050 Dunrobin Rd
$650,000

244 Strathburn St 
$1,495,000

293 Fireside Drive

SO
LD

News

Now Serving You From 2 Locations
Arnprior

210 Madawaska Blvd.
 613-623-2909

Ottawa
2222 Carling Ave.

613-366-1932

Happy Canada Day Ward 5!Happy Canada Day Ward 5!

ELI EL-CHANTIRYELI EL-CHANTIRY
CouncillorCouncillor

West Carleton - March West Carleton - March 
Ward 5Ward 5

Three men wanted 
for Corkery assault
Three men are wanted for 

a vicious assault after they 

were spotted trespassing 
on private property in the 
500-block of Beavertail Road 
near Richardson Side Road, 
in the Corkery area.

It was around 1:30 p.m. on 
June 8 when the property 
owner approached the men 
and asked them to leave. “At 
that time the three men at-
tacked the victim without 
provocation,” police said 
in a statement issued June 
10. “They struck him with 
fist(s) and feet and also used 
a rock.” They fled the area in 
a vehicle when a passerby 
approached. The victim was 
taken to hospital with minor 
injuries.

The first suspect is de-
scribed by police as a 
Caucasian male, between 20 
and 25 years old with black 
hair. He wore a black base-
ball cap.  A second suspect 
is also Caucasian. He’s 16 to 
20 years old, about five-foot-
nine or five-foot-10 with a 
thin build and blonde hair. 
He wore a blue T-shirt and 
jeans. A third Caucasian 
suspect is 20 to 25 years old, 
five-foot-two to five-foot-
five with a thin build. He 
was clean shaven and wore 
a grey T-shirt. Their vehicle 
is described as an early 2010 
brown Toyota Corolla with 

Ontario licence plates.
Anyone with information 

on the case is asked to call 
the west criminal investiga-
tion unit at 613-236-1222, 
ext. 2666, or submit anony-
mous tips to Crime Stoppers 
by calling 1-800-222-8477.

Water truck rolls
A driver suffered non-life-

threatening injuries when 
his water truck rolled over 
into a ditch in Woodlawn.

Fitzroy Harbour firefight-
ers were dispatched to the 
4800-block of Stonecrest 
Rd., near the Galetta Side 
Road, on June 5 at 9:43 a.m. 

They stabilized the vehicle 
and tended to the driver, 
who was able to get out of 
the cab on his own, until 
paramedics arrived and 
transported him to hospital, 

said District 6 Sector Chief 
Bill Bell.

Although the truck carried 
about 75 litres of fuel and a 
full tank of water, there were 
no leaks, he said.

“The driver of the in-
volved vehicle stated that 
he swerved to avoid a deer 
and lost control of his ve-
hicle,” said Const. Martin 
Dompierre, Ottawa police 
spokesperson.

Driver recovering
The woman driving a car 

involved in a May 29 colli-
sion with a tractor-trailer 
south of Carp was still recov-
ering in hospital last week, 
police say.

The investigation into the 
crash was ongoing before 
press time, said Dompierre.

emccracken@ottawavoice.ca

Emergency News, 
in brief
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Paid for by the Government of Ontario
Learn more at ontario.ca/coronavirus

We’re Making a Di�erence 
to Keep Each Other Safe
from COVID-19

Inside or out, stay safe. Save lives.

As businesses begin to reopen, we all need 
to continue our e�orts to protect each other.

Wear a face 
covering 

when physical 
distancing is a 

challenge

Practice 
physical 

distancing.
Stay two 

metres away 
from others

Wash hands 
thoroughly 
and often

2 m



20     June 18, 2020 - Community Voice

HAZELDEAN GARDENS RETIREMENT RESIDENCE
6130 Hazeldean Road, Stittsville K2S 2M2         www.hazeldeangardens.ca

Call 613-903-6949 for more information

Th e Ott awa area’s premier
retirement residence located

nearby in the heart of Stitt svill e

ARE YOU CONSIDERING

RETIREMENT
RESIDENCE
LIVING,
BUT CONCERNED
ABOUT MOVING?
For a limited time, Hazeldean Gardens is offering a turn-key solution 
that will not only make your move as easy as possible, but you can

SAVE $10,000
If you have a home to sell, market conditions indicate this is an 
ideal time and we can provide the following comprehensive 
package of services:

• Staging and professional photography to achieve the best result.
• Property maintenance while your home is listed for sale.
• Sanitizing for COVID-19 before and after each showing.
• Packing and moving services.
• Deferred rent while your home is for sale, which means that you 

can move immediately and pay no rent until your home sells.

If you don’t have a home to sell, or you don’t require all of these 
services, any unused portion of our $10,000 offer can be applied as 
a credit to your rent.


