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‘Searching for Guardian’

BY ERIN McCRACKEN

One of Canada’s most con-
troversial UFO cases will 
return to the spotlight after 
more than three decades.

A Toronto production 
company is filming a docu-
mentary about a Corkery/
Manion Corners mys-
tery called “Searching for 
Guardian” for CBC’s point-
of-view documentary series, 
slated to air early next year.

“I’ve just always been very 
interested in UFO stories in 
Canada, and I guess, even 
bigger than that, the rea-
sons why we’re fascinated 
with the possibility of life in 
other galaxies,” said Saloon 
Media producer Nick Crowe.

He became aware of the 
Carp-Guardian case, as it is 

known, a few years ago and 
was intrigued by a number 
of elements: the contro-
versy that developed, how it 
attracted U.S. TV networks 
and the mystery around it 

that remains to this day.
“It’s considered one of the 

strangest cases,” said Crowe. 
“With a lot of UFO stories I 
think what’s compelling is 
most of them could be easily 

explained but there’s a small 
number where something 
truly fascinating and strange 
is going on.”

Some residents living in 
Corkery and Carp 31 years 

ago still remember the sto-
ries. Some believe it was 
a hoax. Others say it was 
believable.

In late 1989, UFO research-
ers received packages from 

someone identified only as 
Guardian. 

Inside were documents 
describing a UFO crash and 
recovery operation near 
Corkery and Old Almonte 
roads on Nov. 4, 1989. 

One package went to 
Toronto researcher Tom 
Theofanous. 

In his stead, local colleague 
Graham Lightfoot went to 
investigate. 

He located a number of 
people, including Corkery 
resident Diane Labenek, 
who saw a bright light pass 
overhead towards a swamp 
and helicopter activity over 
the area. 

Then in late 1991, Guardian 
sent a series of packages in-
cluding a map of a landing 
site in Corkery, falsified de-
fence documents and a vid-
eotape with footage of red 
flares and a brightly lit object 
– supposedly a UFO.

PLEASE SEE UFO, PAGE 11

Documentary will 
delve into mysteries 
of Corkery UFO case

Photo by Jennifer Fabrizio
Filmmaker Nick Crowe stands in twilight. The Toronto producer is filming a documentary for CBC about a curious case 
dating back several decades that drew researchers and U.S. television crews to Corkery to investigate UFO reports.
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Throughout July and August, 
many City services will resume
in new or different ways.

Find out how to access services 
safely at ottawa.ca/reopening.

Erin McCracken photo
COVID Kindness

Juanita Tomlin’s clothesline out front of her Constance Bay home drew several people looking 
for free masks on July 1. She has so far made and distributed 250 masks. While she gives her 
sewing creations away at no cost, she does accept monetary donations in support her son-in-
law’s family in Peru, which is facing extreme hardship. His father passed away from COVID-19 
about a month ago.
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BE KIND TO FRONT LINE WORKERS
With the introduction of the mandatory mask requirement in 

enclosed public spaces in Ottawa, some individuals are upset 
about the policy and think it’s ok to take out their frustrations 
on the frontline workers who are serving them – grocery store 
cashiers, restaurant servers, store and mall employees, etc. 
Business owners and their employees are required to follow the 
mandatory mask regulations within their facilities. Businesses are 
struggling enough trying to survive during these unprecedented 
times. They don’t deserve receiving unwarranted backlash from 
some outspoken individuals. Please remember, these workers 
and businesses are providing you with needed and essential 
services and they are just doing their jobs.

If you’re frustrated, voice your opinions to the decision-
makers at the municipal and provincial levels of government. 
Berating the teenage cashier at the grocery store isn’t the way to 
go. You can contact:

Ottawa Public Health: 
healthsante@ottawa.ca or 613-580-6744 

Your City Councillor: 
eli.el-chantiry@ottawa.ca or 613-580-2475

The Mayor of Ottawa:
jim.watson@ottawa.ca or 613-580-2496

MPP Merrilee Fullerton:
Merrilee.fullerton@pc.ola.org or 613-599-3000

OTTAWA’S FIVE RURAL FAIRS RECEIVE A GRANT
At the Agriculture & Rural Affairs Committee (ARAC) meeting 

on July 8, the City of Ottawa’s Rural Affairs Offi ce acknowledged 
the hardships faced by Ottawa’s fi ve rural fairs, including the 
Carp Fair, due to the COVID-19 pandemic. All fi ve fairs will 
not be taking place this year. ARAC approved funding from 
the Rural Affairs Offi ce’s annual rural grant funding program, 
which will be allocated to each of the fi ve rural fairs to assist on 
a one-time basis in helping them make up the shortfall they each 
have experienced as a result of the cancelled fairs. Each fair will 
receive $15,000. While this amount is small in comparison to 
contributions made by each Agricultural Society, we are hoping 
the funds will help in some way, so that all fi ve rural fairs can be 
back better than ever in 2021.

SPEEDING ON OUR ROADS
I am receiving numerous calls regarding excessive speeding 

on our roads. Please contact the Ottawa Police directly at 613-
236-1222 ext.7300. Police will only be aware of a problem 
area by the number of calls received. All complaints received by 
the police are entered into their system and tracked. This allows 
them to monitor and identify problem areas, so that enforcement 
may be assessed.

Merrilee
Fullerton

Member of Provincial Parliament
Kanata-Carleton

240 Michael Cowpland Dr. Suite 100 Kanata, ON K2M 1P6
613-599-3000 • merrilee.fullerton@pc.ola.org

www.merrileefullerton.ca

Reporting on 211, Driver’s Licenses,
and the Seniors’ Community Grants

Dial 211: When searching for information on social 
services, mental health resources or information on government 
programs, call 211. Recently I met with 211’s Executive Director 
Karen Milligan and their Board Chair Barbara Kieley to discuss 
the service, and how it can help Ontarians. This important 
public resource service provides a province-wide phone 
system, chat service and website that connects people to social 
services and resources in their communities.

The 211 service is an effective “front door” for Ontarians 
who need help accessing social services and over 60,000 
available support programs. With the COVID-19 pandemic, 
Ontario 211 reports an increase in call volumes as many 
people seek support to connect with food banks, mental health 
resources and accessing funding programs. By dialing 211, you 
will be effi ciently connected to the service and support you 
require.

Extended Expiry Period for Ontario Licenses, Permits 
and Documents: The Ontario Government is extending the 
validity of government driver, vehicle and carrier products 
and services that expired on or after March 1, 2020. These 
will remain valid and legal past the expiry date until further 
notice. This includes your driver’s license, driver training 
programs, license plate stickers, commercial vehicle operator’s 
registration and more.  (Note that new vehicles and un-plated 
vehicles still require a visit to Service Ontario for registration 
and plating.)

Other Ontario products that expired on or after March 1, 
2020, have an extended expiry date until further notice. These 
include your Ontario Health Card and Ontario Photo Card – 
and more.  For a full list of documentation affected please visit 
www.ontario.ca/page/serviceontario.

It is important to note that you do not need an Ontario 
Health Card or OHIP to get screened or treated for COVID-19.

Notice to Seniors’ Groups in Kanata-Carleton: 
Applications for the Seniors’ Community Grant Program are 
now available. This grant program encourages seniors to get 
involved in their community and provides funding assistance 
from $1,000 up to $100,000. Projects can be focused on 
volunteerism, learning, social inclusion, mental wellbeing, 
physical activity and more. This year there is a focus on 
programing that can be delivered remotely or virtually. Seniors’ 
groups must submit their grant applications before the August 
7th deadline.  Call my offi ce if you wish further information.

STAY IN TOUCH: My Community Offi ce staff are currently 
working virtually – and we encourage constituents to stay in 
touch by phoning or emailing. Tiffany, Daniel and I will be 
pleased to assist with your requests or inquiries about provincial 
programs and services.

Fairs get funding boost
BY ERIN McCRACKEN

Ottawa’s five rural fairs – 
three so far have been can-
celled for this year – will each 
receive a one-time $15,000 
grant from the city.

“We know that they will be 
facing hardships this year 
on account of COVID-19,” 
Geraldine Wildman, pro-
gram manager of natural 
systems and rural affairs, 
told the city’s agriculture 
and rural affairs committee 
July 8. “We know that the 
amount is small compared 
to the contribution made by 
the (agricultural) societies 
but each dollar counts in a 
time of need.”

The Carp, Richmond, 
Metcalfe, Capital and Navan 
fairs are run entirely by not-
for-profit agricultural soci-
eties that rely on fair revenue 
for ongoing programming, 
operating costs, facility up-
grades, taxes, maintenance 
and rent, among other ex-
penses, said Wildman.

But with at least three fairs 

– Carp, Capital and Navan 
–  not going ahead this year, 
this will result in lost reve-
nue, impacting rural com-
munities, she said.

The local fairs “form part 
of the DNA of rural Ottawa” 
and provide education and 
entertainment and high-
light rural life and agricul-
ture, Wildman said, adding 
they provide families with 
an “authentic experience” 
riding the midway, playing 
games, visiting exhibits and 
tasting local fare.

The fairs also raise aware-
ness about rural commu-
nities and traditions and 
generate impressive eco-
nomic benefits, she said.

West Carleton-March 
Coun. Eli El-Chantiry, 
committee chair, said the 
agricultural societies also 
play an important role in 
supporting local charities 
and 4-H youth agriculture 
programming.

“That’s good news,” he said 
of the grants.

emccracken@ottawavoice.ca

BY ERIN McCRACKEN

The pandemic is still far 
from over, but you can help 
inform future generations 
now.

The city’s archives staff 
are partnering with the 
University of Ottawa and 
Carleton University to 
gather records of local resi-
dents’ experiences during 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

“Capturing these records 
will help future generations 
understand the times we 
lived through,” the city said 
on its website. 

Materials related to the 
pandemic and the post-
lockdown period are 
welcome in scanned or dig-
ital format. Archive staff are 
looking for correspondence, 

business records, diaries, 
journals, scrapbooks, art-
work, posters, maps, plans, 
meeting minutes, reports, 
membership lists, unpub-
lished fictional and non-
fictional works, poetry, 
speeches, photos, sound 
recordings, films and videos.

“Once received and pro-
cessed, your material will 
become part of the City of 
Ottawa Archives collection 
and will be available for re-
search,” the city said. 

Selected items will eventu-
ally be included in the city’s 
online museums and ar-
chives collections website 
at ottawa.minisisinc.com.

To donate items to the 
COVID-19 collection, email 
archives@ottawa.ca.

emccracken@ottawavoice.ca

City collecting pandemic 
materials for posterity
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BY STEVE DESROCHES
@SteveDesroches

The city recently released 
an initial report on the fu-
ture of its municipal ward 
boundaries.

A ward is the geographical 
area represented by a coun-
cillor at city hall for four 
years. There are currently 
23 covering every corner of 
the city. 

The independent con-
sultant’s report laid the 
groundwork for the ward 
boundaries that could be 
used for the 2022, 2026 and 
2030 city elections and fac-
tored in real and projected 
population growth. It is 
an important report and a 
must-read for elected offi-
cials and politicos.

After all, the ward bound-
aries will be the basis for the 
electoral prospects of cur-
rent and future politicians. 
Initial public consultations 
on the review produced a 
hodgepodge of perspec-
tives from a small sample of 
Ottawa electors.

To read some of the ini-
tial public comments, you 
might think that Ottawa is a 
“house divided” to borrow 
from Abraham Lincoln. 

Unfortunately, a number 
of comments seem to cast a 
shadow on the rural wards 
as a drag on the city’s overall 
governance.

This is not a new refrain 
and one of the historic chal-
lenges in drawing Ottawa’s 
electoral maps is accom-
modating the rural wards. 
Because of their vast geog-
raphy and village and farm 
settings, rural populations 
have been low compared to 
the significant growth in the 
suburban and downtown 
wards. These smaller popu-
lation numbers are a chal-
lenge given that one of the 
key objectives of the exercise 
is to rebalance the wards to 
address the principle of rep-
resentation by population or 
“rep by pop” as it is known.

Contrary to some of the 

negative spin, the rural areas 
have not hindered our city’s 
progress. In fact, many rural 
councillors have supported 
urban and suburban priori-
ties such as massive rapid-
transit projects and the 
Ottawa River clean-up ini-
tiative to name a few.

Typical of the flip-flop 
rhetoric at city hall, the rural 
areas have quickly gone 
from blessing to bane in re-
cent months. Regrettably 
some residents have been 
misled that the rural areas 
are bad for the city.

What a contrast. A short 
while ago during the Official 
Plan review the rural areas 
were sacrosanct in the bat-
tle against urban sprawl. 
Anti-development advo-
cates suddenly loved the 
rural areas because of their 

tremendously important 
farmland. The “hold the 
line” battle cry on the urban 
boundary expansion be-
came a virtuous rally for our 
city’s food security agenda 
and the critical need for local 
produce for popular neigh-
bourhood farmers’ markets.

Similarly, city council’s 
climate emergency decla-
ration presumably meant 
protecting the natural en-
vironments including our 
forests, river systems and 
wetlands. The rural repre-
sentatives are also key allies 
in promoting waste-diver-
sion strategies because cur-
rent and future dumps are 
a rural rather than a down-
town problem.

Some parts of rural areas 
live everyday with the steady 
stream of garbage trucks 
coming from the urban 
areas. In the face of these 
citywide benefits and priori-
ties, it hardly makes sense to 

give the rural areas the weak-
est voice at the city council 
table. 

They certainly do not de-
serve the harsh and divi-
sive criticism that has been 
part of the ward boundary 
discussions. Our municipal 
growth policies are inten-
tionally designed to keep 
the rural areas rural with lim-
ited population and housing 
development. 

It is a bit rich to trumpet 
“rep by pop” when the rural 
areas are rightfully held back 
from unbridled growth. 
They will never and should 
never be urban. 

The municipal amalgama-
tion in 2000 should be seen 
a confederation of diverse 
regions and the boundar-
ies should strike the right 
balance.

Steve Desroches is a former 
Ottawa city councillor and 
deputy mayor.

OP-ED: Ward boundaries should not divide us

Send kids back to school
The province is damned if it does 

and damned if it doesn’t send chil-
dren back to school full-time in the 
fall.

If our most precious are sent back 
and we have an outbreak or a child 
brings the virus home and infects 
a parent or grandparent the finger 
will point back to the premier who 
allowed it.

In contrast, if caution wins out 
and September arrives with the 
edict to keep students at home 
part- or full-time, politicians will 
be vilified for ignoring the wishes 
of exhausted parents.

That’s why the verdict needs to 
rest with public health officials that 
have steered this province through 
the pandemic from the start.

So what do we know?
We know that children tend to 

have mild symptoms. They tend 
not to get severe illness and that’s 

been the experience in Ottawa.
There have not been any hospi-

talizations of children or youth in 
Ottawa since the infection arrived 
here in mid-March.

Out of the approximately 2,000 
total cases in the city only 33 have 
been in the zero to nine age group 
and just 70 in children aged 10 to 19.

So the conclusion from those 
numbers is that children have 
played less of a role in the trans-
mission of the virus.

With that truth is the flip side that 
four months into the pandemic 
in this city, 50 per cent of parents 
with children under 18 are report-
ing poor or fair mental health. This 
is up from nine per cent pre-pan-
demic. A more staggering num-
ber is that two-thirds of parents 
in Ottawa with school-age chil-
dren are concerned about their 
child’s mental health or emotional 

well-being.
Our revered chief medical officer 

of health Dr. Vera Etches has told 
us we need to balance the risk of 
COVID infection and the harm to 
our health with the other kinds of 
harms being observed.

Right from the beginning when 
we were all sent home to isolate, 
the unanswered question was how 
this would affect those who did not 
have a voice – our children.

We like to think our children are 
resilient, but the science is telling 
us they are suffering under house 
arrest.

Our top doc has taken the position 
that when school starts anew in the 
fall that children should be sent 
back full-time, five days a week.

Who can argue with that?
With what we know, doing any-

thing less is risking a mental-health 
epidemic.

EDITORIAL
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WE	ARE	NOW	OPEN!
ALL	OUR	STAFF	HAVE	BEEN	
COVID-TRAINED	TO	KEEP	
OUR	CUSTOMERS	SAFE

WINDOWS	*	DOORS	*	PATIO	DOORS

5906	Hazeldean Road
613-271-5434

admin@stittsvillewd.ca

MILITARY	
DISCOUNT

SENIORS	
DISCOUNT

THANK	YOU	FOR	SUPPORTING	
LOCAL	AT	THIS	DIFFICULT	TIME

BY ERIN McCRACKEN

West Carleton’s commu-
nity leaders and residents 
have become experts in di-
saster – specifically, torna-
dos and flooding. 

Now, volunteers with West 
Carleton Disaster Relief are 
working on expanding local 
expertise to include wildfire 
prevention.

“We would like to grow our 
organization and move it in 
that direction, toward pre-
paredness and planning 
ahead,” said Judy Makin, 
a director with the disas-
ter relief organization and 
president of the Huntley 
Community Association. 
“Up until now we’ve been 
mostly reacting and re-
sponding to disaster.”

A seven-member team 
has developed an infor-
mation brochure, titled 
‘Wildfire Ready,’ that is 
being mailed to every home 
in West Carleton this week. 
Makin has been working 
on the project with Huntley 
Community Association di-
rectors Hanns Baader and 
Allan Joyner, community 
representatives from the 
Carp area Bernard Proulx 
and Rudi Aksim, Shazia 
Hussain with the Corkery 
Community Association 
and Len Russell, a disaster 
relief director and presi-
dent of the Constance and 
Buckham’s Bay Community 
Association.

The team also consulted 
Ottawa Fire District 6 Sector 
Chief Bill Bell.

Many communities in the 
rural ward, which is also 
geographically the largest 
ward in Ottawa, are in prox-
imity to forested areas. Carp 
backs onto the Carp Hills, 
Corkery is densely wooded 
and Constance Bay is home 
to the Torbolton Forest, for 
example. There are also 
many waterfront commu-
nities that are heavily treed.

Others are near grasslands 

and agricultural fields.
The reality is the risk of 

wildfires is increasing every 
year.

“It is a common concern, 
a risk we could all share and 
one that we can help the 
community prepare for,” 
Makin said.

The one-page brochure 
offers information on how 
to protect your home and 
property. Within a metre 
and a half around your resi-
dence, for example, clear 
away dried grass, leaves and 
branches, which could serve 
as fuel for a flyaway ember. 

As well, firewood should 
not be stored too close to 
houses.

“These are things that 
homeowners may not have 
thought of,” said Makin.

Evergreens, especially pine 
trees or shrubs, should not 
be within 10 metres of your 
home. If they are, cut away 
lower branches which can 
act as a ladder, carrying 
flames higher.

“We’ve got evidence that 
this actually works,” Makin 
said.

The document explains 
what to do before, during 
and after a wildfire. There’s 
also information on emer-
gency survival kits.

“The intent of our bro-
chure wasn’t to frighten peo-
ple and have them worry,” 
said Makin. “We’re trying to 
just raise awareness that this 
is a risk, but there are things 

you can do to lower the risk 
and there are things you can 
do to prepare for the risk.”

The idea for the brochure 
emerged during prepara-
tions for an emergency pre-
paredness meeting that was 
scheduled to take place in 
Carp in early May. The focus 
was to be wildfire risks.

The meeting was can-
celled due to the pandemic. 
However, the organizers 
decided to create an edu-
cational brochure.

After the brochure be-
comes available, the disas-
ter relief organization wants 
to gauge the community’s 
response to the document 
and possibly work towards 
becoming recognized by 
FireSmart Canada as a fire-
wise community.

The program’s measures 
can prevent fires from ad-
vancing, protect homes 
and improve property val-
ues, in addition to other 
advantages.

“We’d like to move toward 
a broader community pre-
paredness, maybe make 
West Carleton a FireSmart 
community,” said Makin. 
“That’s a larger, longer 
process.

Additional resources about 
wildfire prevention will be 
available online at www.
westcarletonrelief.ca. 

For more details or to get 
involved, email westcar-
letonrelief@gmail.com.

emccracken@ottawavoice.ca

Disaster relief group aims to make 
West Carleton ‘Wildfire Ready’

File photo by Scott Stilborn/Twitter
West Carleton Disaster Relief volunteers have created a 
brochure on wildfire prevention. 
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Supporting you 
is our priority
Please contact us if there is 
anything we can do to help you 
during this difficult time.

Elena Rose, Agent

555 Legget Dr, Unit 104
Kanata, ON K2K 2X3
613-271-3141
kanatainsurance.ca

Fire prompts 
Kinburn evacuation 

Homes in Kinburn were 
evacuated July 6 as fire 
spread across a hayfield.

Multiple 911 calls came in 
at 2:20 p.m. reporting heavy 
smoke and hay on fire in a 
field behind Canyon Drive, 
off Loggers Way south of 
Kinburn Side Road, not far 
from the main four corners. 

Acting Sector Chief Mike 
Ryan said the situation 
was challenging. The hay 
was very dry and the wind 
caused the fire to quickly 
spread.

Ottawa police evacuated 
nearby homes that were 
engulfed in heavy smoke 
while firefighters from 
Kinburn, Fitzroy Harbour, 
Carp, Corkery, Dunrobin  
and Constance Bay worked 
to protect houses and con-
tain the fire. Brush trucks, 
which are equipped for 
brush and forest fires, were 
called in from Constance 

Bay, Corkery and North 
Gower. 

“We were fortunate enough 
that we knocked it down 
fairly quickly,” said Ryan.

The fire began when a bear-
ing in a baler overheated, 
Ryan said. About five acres 
of a 35-acre field, including 
20 large round hay bales and 
nine freshly cut rows of hay, 
burned before the fire was 
brought under control by 
2:50 p.m.

Workers extinguish 
burning bush

A burning cigarette butt 
thrown from a passing ve-
hicle likely ignited dry grass 

in the Cardevco Business 
Park south of Carp.

On July 6 around 11:30 a.m. 
employees sprang into ac-
tion when they saw burn-
ing grass spread to some 
bushes about 20 feet from 
the nearest building. They 
quickly extinguished the 
fire. Firefighters from Carp 
and Corkery arrived and wet 
down the area. 

“It just reinforces the fire 
ban that we have on right 
now,” said Ottawa Deputy 
Fire Chief Paul Hutt.

Deck fire doused
Improperly discarded 

smoking materials are to 
blame for a deck catching 

fire in Constance Bay.
Firefighters were called 

to a Bayview Drive home 
on July 5 at 4 p.m. where 
flames were spreading on 
the deck, which had debris 
on it. Crews worked quickly 
to curb the spread.

“We were fortunate that it 
was contained to the outside 
deck,” said Hutt, adding the 
incident serves as an impor-
tant reminder.

“During dry conditions 
make sure cigarettes are 
butted out properly and 
not in flower pots or flower 
beds because the soil’s so dry 
it actually catches things like 
peat moss and dry soil on 
fire,” said Hutt.

Firefighters locate  
paddlers

Constance Bay and Fitzroy 
Harbour fire crews re-
sponded to a water rescue 
call in Constance Bay on 
June 28 just after 6 p.m.

Five people on kayaks and 
paddleboards were reported 
missing from the area.

Water rescue crews located 
them on the Quebec side of 
the river where the current 
had pushed them, Hutt said.

emccracken@ottawavoice.ca

Photo by Acting Sector Chief Mike Ryan
Firefighters worked to prevent flames in a farmer’s field from 
reaching nearby homes in Kinburn on July 6. 

Emergency 
News
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While summer 2020 might not be exactly what we had planned for, 
many of us have made the best of it by getting to those home renovations 
instead of traveling, and have replaced dining out with innovative 
restaurant takeout paired with a nice bottle of wine.

During these tough times, many wineries in Niagara Wine Country 
had to refocus their efforts towards online business overnight. What 
would normally be a very busy time in Niagara Wine Country has been 
replaced by quiet country roads and a constant buzz of shipments to 
wine lovers across Canada.

While Niagara wineries hope to get back to hosting guests from around 
the globe, the recent shift towards online wine shopping experiences is a 
great way for all of us to have better access to homegrown wines year-
round.
Online wine ordering has its advantages:

1. Convenience and safety: Why stand in line in the baking sun, 
waiting to be let into your local liquor store? Most wineries will 
deliver the wine right to your door free of charge (with a minimum 
order). And in a lot of cases, your wine will arrive within 48 hours!

2. Choice and selection: Visiting a winery allows you to discover 
new wines that are not readily available in-stores. You can have 
the same experience online by putting together a mixed case from 
a local winery for your fi rst order to see what they are all about 
- all from the comfort of your living room or patio! Wineries like 
PondView Estate also offer wine gift sets that cater to every palate. 
When your order arrives, it’s time for a backyard wine tasting!

3. Learn more and join a club: Want to learn more about the wines 
you’re drinking? Check the tasting notes on the winery’s website 
or email/call the winery directly. They are happy to share the 
stories of their wines. You can also join their mailing list to learn 
about new releases and special sales in the future or join their 
wine club to access back vintages, small batch releases, discounts 
and other members-only benefi ts. Look for no fee memberships 
like the PondView Wine Club!

4. The #1 reason for going online shopping in Niagara Wine 
Country: You are supporting Ontario businesses that produce 
world-class wines. Cheers to new discoveries and convenience!

Niagara Wine Country at Your Doorstep
A Convenient Way to Discover New Wines

AdvertorialAdvertorial
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613-45-VOICE (613-458-6423)
Visit us at www.ottawavoice.ca

UPCOMING 
ISSUES

Publication Date Submission deadline

August 6 ................July 29

August 20 ..............August 13

September 3 ..........August 27

ON HOLIDAYS!

We publish every 2nd week and mail
to every home, apartment & business

As more businesses 
and services reopen,
and with social gatherings 
increased to 10 people, we 
all must continue our e
orts 
to protect each other.

Paid for by the Government of Ontario

Visit ontario.ca/coronavirus

Inside or out, stay safe. Save lives.

Practice physical 
distancing, stay 
two metres apart.

2 m

Continue to wash 
hands frequently.

Get tested if you are 
worried you may have 
COVID-19, or have been 
exposed to the virus.

Wear a face covering 
when physical distancing 
is a challenge.

Erin McCracken photos
Canada Day in Constance Bay

TOP LEFT: Constance Bay resident Leah Charron, right, was the first to receive some Canada 
Day goodies that Angela Bernhardt and Graham Ginsberg, with the Constance and Buckham’s 
Bay Community Association, handed out at the community centre on July 1. The items were 
provided by Kanata-Carleton MP Karen McCrimmon. TOP RIGHT: Constance Bay residents 
Haydar El-Zallat, 10, left, and his brother Hadi, 8, took home flags and pinwheels. BOTTOM 
LEFT: Don Haines, of Constance Bay, rolled by in his recumbent trike and added a couple of 
decorative Canada Day pinwheels to his ride.
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COMMUNITY BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CALL 613-458-6423 x101 TO RESERVE YOUR SPOT!

Small Renos • Trim Install • Handyman • Spray painting • Small Repairs

PAINTING

Mike Cloutier’s
Reliable Appliance Repair

613-277-0107
visit my website at www.mikesapplianceservices.com

Repairs to most makes
and models of appliances

APPLIANCE REPAIR

Ottawa Valley Masonry

Free quote call Byron @ 613-720-6695

• Chimneys
• Window Sills
• Repointing

• Brick Replacement

• Steps
• Parging

Specializing in Masonry Repairs

EXCELLENT SERVICE

MASONRY

• Junk & Clutter Removal
• Estate & Moving Cleanouts
• Fences & Decks Torn Down
• Construction & Reno Debris
• Lawn & Garden Waste, Trees Cut
• Small Shed & Building Demolition

CHEAP RATES • NO-NONSENSE
ALWAYS AVAILABLE

613-899-7269

JUNK REMOVAL

FENCES & DECKS
Sales•Installation•Repairs

to All Types And Sizes of
Fences•Decks•Railings•Interlock•Landscaping

info@diamondview.ca or 613 227 8608
2510 Old Second Line Rd Kanata

DECKS & FENCES

BELL PLUMBING
• Residential Installations and Repairs • Licensed and Insured

• Renovations • Custom Homes • Servicing the Area Since 1978

613-836-2736

PLUMBING

613-256-5129 • 3331 March Road, Carp
tcwater@tcwater.ca

•Water Softeners
•Iron/Sulphur Filters
•UV Systems
•Reverse Osmosis

•Pumps & Pressure Systems
•MOE Licensed Well Technicians
•30 YEARS IN BUSINESS
•FULLY INSURED

WATER

Commercial or Residential
thewaterdoctor.ca • 613-880-0587

WE’RE THERE FOR YOU WHEN YOUR WATER BREAKS
� Plumbing
� Water Treatment
� Softeners
� U.V. Sterilizers
� Water Pumps
� Wells & Extensions

WATER

This space could be yours!
Please call 613-45-VOICE (613-458-6423)

ext 101 to fi nd out how.

ALL YEAR ROUND LANDSCAPING
RESIDENTIAL LANDSCAPE SERVICES

WWW.ALLYEARROUNDLANDSCAPING.CA

LAWNMOWING, HEDGE TRIMMING AND GARDEN MAINTENANCELAWNMOWING, HEDGE TRIMMING AND GARDEN MAINTENANCE
INTERLOCKING/NATURAL STONE LANEWAYS, WALKWAYS ,INTERLOCKING/NATURAL STONE LANEWAYS, WALKWAYS ,

STEPS, PATIOS, RETAINING WALLS, GARDEN WALLS,STEPS, PATIOS, RETAINING WALLS, GARDEN WALLS,
PVC/WOOD/STEEL FENCES & DECKS, SODDING/SEED LAWNS & MOREPVC/WOOD/STEEL FENCES & DECKS, SODDING/SEED LAWNS & MORE

Call today for a FREE estimate! 613-600-6717
email jeffrey@allyearround-landscaping.ca

LANDSCAPING

Tree Removal • Tree Trimming • Stump Removal
Storm Damage Cleanup • Fully Insured

www.mrchipper.ca • 613 897 2447

TREE SERVICES

ALPINE INTERLOCKINGALPINE INTERLOCKING
613-832-7233613-832-7233

Serving Ottawa and Area over 30 years!Serving Ottawa and Area over 30 years!

Free EstimatesFree Estimates
alpineinterlocking@gmail.comalpineinterlocking@gmail.com

INTERLOCK

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE NOW!
ECRA & ESA Certified License #7004993

Email: centennial.electric@bell.net
Phone: (613) 229-1678 

Centennial ElectricCe al El ctrictric
• Commerical     • Residential

• Kitchen     • Basement

ELECTRICIAN

L.A. SICOLIL.A. SICOLI
MASONRY & RESTORATIONMASONRY & RESTORATION

• Chimney Repairs • Window Sills • Custom Stone Work
• Repointing • Parging • Stone Foundation Wall Repairs

• Flagstone • Cultured Stone • Interlocking Stone

FREE Estimates
Luciano Sicoli, Owner • 613-859-4684

MASONRY
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Recognizing outstanding residents
with the Order of Ottawa

By Jim Watson, Mayor, City of Ottawa
Since 2012, I have had the honour of meeting and inducting 

125 of Ottawa’s most exceptional residents into the Order of 
Ottawa and awarding seven outstanding amateur coaches 
with the Brian Kilrea Award for Excellence in Coaching. 

I established this prestigious civic award as a way to 
recognize residents who, through their extraordinary work and 
commitment, inspire those around them and have helped make 
our city a better place to live. 

The work and contributions of the Order of Ottawa and 
the Brian Kilrea Award recipients are an inspiration to many 
people not only here in Ottawa, but throughout Canada and 
internationally as well. From business to community service; 
education to research and law; arts and science to sports, 
medicine and events management – they have impacted 
Ottawa’s residents through a variety of avenues.

They are trailblazers in their fi elds and inspire others to 
become community builders as they give back to help build 
our city. They advocate for minority rights and the rights of 
women, for the equality and interests of Indigenous peoples, 
marginalized groups and for LGBTQ rights. They are also 
champions for our Francophone community and leaders in the 
areas of diversity and inclusion. 

They have supported charities and fundraising campaigns 
and have improved the quality of life of our neighbours, 
colleagues and friends. What is equally important is that they 
serve as exceptional role models for their fellow residents.

I invite you to think about the remarkable neighbours, friends 
and community leaders who have made a signifi cant impact 
in your lives or the lives of those around you, and to recognize 
their contributions by nominating them for the Order of Ottawa 
or the Brian Kilrea Award for Excellence in Coaching.

To submit your nominations for both awards, visit www.
Ottawa.ca/OrderofOttawa. The deadline for nominations is 
Friday, September 11, 2020. 

It is truly a privilege to recognize the accomplishments and 
contributions of these infl uential individuals who have gone 
above and beyond in their professional work, who enrich our 
communities and make a difference in the lives of others. I look 
forward to receiving your nominations for the 2020 cohort of 
the Order of Ottawa. 

Mayor Jim Watson with the recipients of the
2019 Order of Ottawa during the induction Ceremony

at City Hall on November 21, 2019.
1-800-463-6868

Do you have what it takes?
Work as a returning officer in the riding of  
Kanata–Carleton.

Managing a federal election as a returning officer is as rewarding 
as it is challenging. The skills you bring to this paid position 
(with a variable work schedule) help make election day possible 
in your community. Your hard work to uphold the democratic 
process will give Canadian electors the opportunity to shape the 
future of our country. The ability to communicate in both official 
languages will be used in the final selection of a candidate.

Make a difference in your riding!
Apply by July 30 at elections.ca/jobs.

2020_EC_RO_KanataCarleton_ENG02.indd   12020_EC_RO_KanataCarleton_ENG02.indd   1 2020-07-02   2:08 PM2020-07-02   2:08 PM

BY ERIN McCRACKEN

The fastest growing com-
munity in West Carleton 
is still hoping to get its ex-
panded community centre 
on time next year.

The Corkery Community 
Association’s building com-
mittee was asked to make its 
final design choice this week.

“My message was loud and 
clear: let’s not get too hung up 
on the small details because I 
want to make sure our proj-
ect keeps moving forward,” 
said West Carleton-March 
Coun. Eli El-Chantiry. 

It’s important to push for-
ward since some infrastruc-
ture projects may face delays 
because of the projected 
$192-million budget short-
fall the city is facing due to the 
economic fallout caused by 
the pandemic. 

“There’s only so much 
money available and you 
are competing for that. But 
our project is more advanced 
than others,” El-Chantiry 
said. 

“We are definitely making 
progress,” said Katherine 
Woodward, association 
president. “I’m confident 
that it will go through with-
out being impacted just be-
cause we are as far ahead as 
we are.”

Budgeted to cost $1.5 mil-
lion, construction of the 
almost 2,500-square-foot 
addition on the east side of 
the current centre is sched-
uled to begin next spring and 
wrap up later that fall.

The larger space will house 
two multi-purpose rooms, a 
kitchen, storage space and a 
small office.

“One of the things that I 
wanted was for this to be 
Corkery’s disaster centre,” 
Woodward said. “So if there 
was some sort of disaster in 
Corkery, this is where the 
headquarters would be to 
deal with that.”

The current centre mea-
sures 32 feet by 40 feet and 
has a kitchen, storage room, 

washrooms and a space for 
changing into skates. It also 
doubles as an activity and 
meeting room.

The addition will allow 
for larger meetings and ac-
tivities, rentals, a book club, 
playgroups and expanded 
fitness programming, in-
cluding yoga. There is po-
tential to host summer or 
PD Day camps there.

The expansion will also fea-
ture a roof overhang to pro-
vide shade for families and 
parents near the playground.

Feedback to the commu-
nity association’s online 
survey last spring showed a 
high demand for children’s 
programming. Residents 
also asked for a preschool. 

There are also plans to 
develop programming for 
seniors.

“It’ l l  be amazing,” 
Woodward said of the ex-
pansion. “It’ll just mean that 
Corkery can expand their 
programming and offer-
ings. With our tiny building 
we’re really limited to what 
we can do.”

emccracken@ottawavoice.ca

Erin McCracken photo
Plans are moving forward to build an addition on Corkery’s 
community centre next year.

Corkery community 
centre on track to expand
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806 March Rd
$1,595,000/$7000

3061 barlow cr 109 Barrow Cr

2050 Dunrobin Rd
$650,000

244 Strathburn St 
$1,495,000

SO
LD

4919 opeongo rd
$115,000

SO
LD

We would like to thank our family, 
friends and neighbours for all the best 
wishes, f lowers, telephone calls and 
cards received on the occasion of our 
60th wedding anniversary.  You made 
our day.

George and Sheila Laughlin

>> UFO, FROM PAGE 1

In early 1992, several 
researchers, including 
Theofanous, Lightfoot and 
U.S. UFO researcher Bob 
Oechsler, met in this area to 
try and locate the site. 

They also spoke with 
Labenek who said that on 
the night of August 18, 1991, 
she had heard dogs barking 
and looked out her window 
to see red flames and smoke 
in a field on her property. 

A craft with flashing lights 
landed and then swiftly took 
off. The nearby flames sud-
denly went out and, shortly 
after, a helicopter flew 
overhead.

Her account matched the 
videotape footage.

The case was featured on 
NBC’s Unsolved Mysteries 
and the Fox network’s 
Sightings in February 1993. 

But many labelled the 
Carp-Guardian UFO a hoax 
and insisted the craft was ei-
ther a truck or a helicopter. 
Some believed Guardian 
was a friend of Labenek’s, 
Bobby Charlebois, who ap-
parently had an interest in 
UFOs. 

“It’s someone who knew 
things,” Crowe said. “I don’t 
know that what is available 
out there ever got the story 
right in terms of some of the 
names that were named. 
Maybe it was difficult for 
people that were all of a sud-
den in the spotlight because 
of this.”

Whether it was a hoax or 
someone saw something, 
“it took on a life far beyond 

what they expected,” he said.
When the Sightings crew 

arrived for filming, they lit-
erally chased Charlebois for 
an interview, said Crowe.

“I always felt that maybe 
he’d been unfairly depicted 
in this and whether he was 
involved or not it certainly 
seemed like on the internet 
like people felt that it was ob-
viously Bobby,” he said.

The producer said it’s pos-
sible he and his team can 
solve the mystery.

“But I think what’s more in-
teresting to us is the why of 
it. Why did somebody go to 
so much trouble?” he said. 
“We love the idea that maybe 
there was a UFO that landed 
in Carp and wouldn’t that be 

fascinating and amazing.”
Even more compelling, he 

said, is the reason Guardian 
sent the packages. And why 
did it capture the fascination 
of American TV producers?

Crowe has experience doc-
umenting unusual stories. 
He worked on a 2019 docu-
mentary for the CBC called 
Spaceman, which he says 
holds some similarities to 
the Guardian file.

On the surface, said Crowe, 
Spaceman is a UFO story. 
But at the heart is a story of 
Granger Taylor, a brilliant 
mechanic who attempted 
to build a spaceship in his 
backyard in Duncan, B.C., 
claimed he was communi-
cating with people in other 

galaxies and then disap-
peared one day in 1980.

“It was really a human in-
terest story with UFOs as a 
kind of window dressing,” 
Crowe said. “I felt the same 
way about the Carp case, 
that there were a lot of very 
compelling human charac-
ters involved that I was cu-
rious to know more about.”

There are, of course, chal-
lenges in trying to tell a 
31-year-old already com-
plex story.

Since Crowe and his team 
began working on the docu-
mentary last fall, two of the 
original UFO investigators 
– Theofanous and Oechsler 
– passed away, and just 
recently.

The production crew is 
planning to film in this area 
next month and they hope to 
speak with anyone who lived 
in Corkery, Carp or Almonte 
at the time and remembers 
the incident. 

“I think it’s important to 
emphasize that we are defi-
nitely not doing a Fox-style 
Unsolved Mysteries show,” 
Crowe said. 

For the Spaceman docu-
mentary, people opened 
up once they realized the 
producers were not looking 

to turn it into a “freak show” 
about Granger. Rather, he 
was revealed in the well-
balanced story as an intel-
ligent, thoughtful human 
being, the filmmaker said.

“It wasn’t a salacious tab-
loid-y style show,” said 
Crowe. “And neither will 
this be.”

To share your memories of 
the Corkery UFO case, con-
tact Taeo Levine by emailing 
taeolevine1@gmail.com or 
calling 416-274-2760.

emccracken@ottawavoice.ca

Screenshot/Youtube
Video footage of what was alleged to be flares, to the left, and an unidentified craft that 
landed in Corkery in 1991 aired for the first time on the NBC TV show ‘Unsolved Mysteries’ 
in 1993. The incident will be featured in a CBC documentary called ‘Searching for Guardian.’
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HAZELDEAN GARDENS RETIREMENT RESIDENCE
6130 Hazeldean Road, Stittsville K2S 2M2         www.hazeldeangardens.ca

Call 613-903-6949 for more information

Th e Ott awa area’s premier
retirement residence located

nearby in the heart of Stitt svill e

ARE YOU CONSIDERING
RETIREMENT
RESIDENCE LIVING,
BUT CONCERNED
ABOUT MOVING?

For a limited time, Hazeldean Gardens is offering a turn-key solution 
that will not only make your move as easy as possible, but you can

SAVE $10,000
If you have a home to sell, market conditions indicate this is an 
ideal time and we can provide the following comprehensive 
package of services:

• Staging and professional photography to achieve the best result.
• Property maintenance while your home is listed for sale.
• Sanitizing for COVID-19 before and after each showing.
• Packing and moving services.
• Deferred rent while your home is for sale, which means that you 

can move immediately and pay no rent until your home sells.

If you don’t have a home to sell, or you don’t require all of these 
services, any unused portion of our $10,000 offer can be applied as 
a credit to your rent.


