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Tiny bubbles could let ferry service run all year

Nevil Hunt photo
Ed McColgan keeps his eyes peeled for any boat traffic as he captains the Quyon Ferry from the dock on Ferry Road in 
Fitzroy. The ferry service could one day operate all year instead of pausing in mid-winter when the ice gets too thick.

BY NEVIL HUNT

The Quyon Ferry’s season 
may one day be extended 
year-round.

The ferry service has been 
in Ed McColgan’s family 
since 1955, and the own-
ers are floating the idea 
of a bubbler system that 
could one day allow service 
right through the winter 
months.

 Today the season has to 
come to an end when ice 
prevents the ferry from 
travelling safely across the 
Ottawa River from Fitzroy 
to Quyon.

“We want to be able to run 
all year,” McColgan said. 
“We would need a bubbler 
system.”

A bubbler system con-
sists of air compressors 
and a network of pipes that 
would lay on the bottom 
of the river. Air bubbles 
would rise from the pipes, 
inhibiting the formation 
of ice. 

There’s no solid plan to 
buy such a system yet, and 

for now it’s just a possibil-
ity for the interprovincial 
route.

The nearest ferry service 
that currently uses a bub-
bler system may be the 
Howe Island Ferry near 
Kingston, which runs all 
year. 

The Cumberland-Masson 
ferry in east Ottawa had a 
bubbler system decades 
ago but now uses icebreak-
ers to keep their service 
open year-round.

McColgan said the 
Quyon-Fitzroy service 
stays open as long as pos-
sible as winter closes in, 
providing service until 
Dec. 23 last year, “and we 
open as soon as we can 
(each spring).”. A bubbler 
would mean ferry riders 
could be sure service was 
always available – a boon 
for commuters in the dead 
of winter.

COVID EFFECTS

PLEASE SEE FERRY, PAGE 2 
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J E N A ND L U C Y . C A
S A L E S  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S

J e n  M a c D o n a l d  &  L  u c y  W e b s t e r

Do you desire to work for an organization where personal 
growth and development are a top priority? Are you 
interested in working with a vulnerable population where 
you can make a difference in the lives you serve while 
feeling confi dent that you have the skills and tools to be 
successful? If you answered yes to any of these, then 
Home Instead has an opportunity for you!

Home Instead provides a variety of services that allow 
seniors to remain in their homes and meet the challenges 
of aging with dignity and compassion. Home Instead 
loves their CAREGivers and understands that highly 
motivated, productive, and confi dent CAREGivers equal 
happy clients.

Benefi ts of Home Instead:
• We offer a family/team culture where you will feel 

supported by our reliable offi ce staff 24hours a day.
• Because safety and well being are of top priority, 

you will receive all required training and PPE
• We offer a best-in-class training and development 

program with free courses through our online learning 
platform and offer opportunities for advancement.

210 – 260 Hearst Way, Kanata
Phone: 613-599-6906

Email: shaun.sullivan@HomeInstead.com 
www.HomeInsteadOttawa.ca

>>FERRY, FROM PAGE 1

McColgan said the Quyon 
Ferry experienced a 30 per 
cent drop in commuter 
traffic during the peak of 
the pandemic, likely due 
to more people working 
from home.

“We dropped by 10 per 
cent overall at its worst,” 
he said, adding that the 
loss of business had no-
where near the impact as 
it did on some other busi-
nesses. “We’ll take that 
over what the restaurants 
had to deal with.”

With the ferry now oper-
ating by cable, McColgan 
takes every opportunity 
to remind boaters to steer 
clear. He said regular boat-
ers know about the system. 

The key information: al-
ways pass behind the ferry, 
or better yet, wait until it 
is docked before passing. 
That’s because the cables 
– which usually sit on the 
river bottom – are pulled to 
the surface in front of the 
ferry whenever it’s moving.

Just in case a boater 
doesn’t understand the 
risks, McColgan keeps 
his head on a swivel from 
the time the boat leaves 
one dock until it’s safely 
stopped in the other 
province.

The ferry employs five 
full-time captains as well 
as six deckhands who di-
rect traffic on and off the 
boat and collect fares. 
McColgan started as a 
deckhand at the age of 
14 on a boat his father 
bought, and he’s 47 now. 

He worked full time in 
high-tech at one point, 
but even then took shifts 
aboard the ferry on week-
ends. He came back to the 
ferry full time when Nortel 
closed its doors.

High-tech and water tech 
are a world apart. While we 
may drive our cars in kilo-
metres per hour, fill our 
tanks with litres of fuel 

and express the weather in 
degrees Celsius, life on the 
water is lived in Imperial 
measure, with no metric 
in sight

McColgan says the boat 
is 170 feet long and weighs 
225 tons. Many of the 
larger vehicles he trans-
ports pay a fare based on 
their length – measured in 
feet of course. The depth 

of the river beneath us: 25 
to 30 feet.

The one measure he’s 
willing to convert is the 
distance between the 
Ontario and Quebec 
docks: “It’s a half-mile,” 
McColgan says at first, 
then smiles and adds, 
“that’s about 2,300 feet.”

editorial@ottawavoice.ca

Nevil Hunt photo
The Quyon Ferry comes alongside the dock in Quyon. The ferry experienced a 30 per cent 
drop in commuter traffic during the peak of the pandemic as many people worked from 
home.
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ELI
EL-CHANTIRY

Councillor
West Carleton - March 

Ward 5

City Hall - 613-580-2475
Ward Offi  ce - 613-580-2424 Ext. 32246

eli.el-chantiry@ottawa.ca
www.eliel-chantiry.ca

BUDGET 2022  HAVE YOUR SAY
It’s that time of year again - it’s time for Ward 5 res-

idents, business owners and stakeholders to discuss 
the City of Ottawa’s annual budget. Your feedback 
helps inform the City’s budget priorities and contrib-
utes to decisions about investments in services that 
you want and need. Please join me for my:

WARD 5 2022 BUDGET PUBLIC CONSULTATION
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 28, FROM 7:00PM TO 8:30PM

This is a virtual meeting and interested residents must 
register their participation in advance. To register, 
please email erin.mccracken1@ottawa.ca or call 
613-580-2424 ext. 25491. Registered participants 
will receive login details closer to the meeting date. 
Call-in capabilities will also be available for any-
one wishing to phone into the meeting. There will be 
a presentation by City of Ottawa staff on the 2022 
Budget, followed by an opportunity to ask questions 
and provide feedback and comments.

OTHER OPPORTUNITIES FOR
PARTICIPATION IN THE BUDGET PROCESS
The draft budget presentation and web cast is set 

for Wednesday, November 3, 2021. On Wednes-
day, December 8, 2021, Council will approve the 
2022 budget. If you are interested in the budget 
of a specifi c City service, visit Ottawa.ca/Budget.  
You may also sign up as a public delegation at an 
upcoming Standing Committee or Board meeting 
dealing with the 2022 Budget. Meeting dates are 
published on Ottawa.ca/Budget as well.
If you cannot attend my 2022 Budget Public Con-

sultation, please feel free to contact me directly at 
eli.el-chantiry@ottawa.ca or by calling 613-580-
2475. You can also have your say by visiting the 
Engage Ottawa website.

FINAL HOUSEHOLD
HAZARDOUS WASTE DEPOT

The fi nal household hazardous waste depot 
in 2021 will be held Sunday, October 24 from 
8:00am – 4:00pm at the Westbrook Snow Dump, 
200 Westbrook Road. No electronic waste will be 
accepted at this depot. For more information, please 
visit Ottawa.ca

Merrilee
Fullerton

Member of Provincial Parliament
Kanata-Carleton

240 Michael Cowpland Dr. Suite 100 Kanata, ON K2M 1P6
613-599-3000 • merrilee.fullerton@pc.ola.org

www.merrileefullerton.ca

ONTARIO GOVERNMENT SUPPORTING
RECOVERY FROM PANDEMIC 

The pandemic has challenged and continues to challenge our 
health and safety, and our economy. In response, the Ontario 
Government has taken extraordinary measures, guided by the 
latest science and evidence, to slow the spread of COVID-19 
and its variants and to keep Ontarians healthy and safe.

As MPPs return this month to the Ontario Legislature for its 
Fall Session, we are focused on supporting a recovery in our 
communities. Ontarians’ health remains the top priority. However, 
the government is taking steps to ensure our business sectors 
rebound and that we become re-engaged in our community.

In Kanata and West Carleton, I am supporting local businesses 
– from shop retailers, to technology companies to the agriculture 
businesses. I am also assisting local volunteer and community 
groups who are helping families and individuals make it through 
their challenges.

Here are some recent funding announcements that are 
supporting our community.

Through the COVID-19 pandemic, the Provincial Government 
has been offering a wide range of support to businesses, 
including grant payments. Local businesses have benefi ted from 
this help. In the last year, more than 450 local businesses were 
provided Ontario grants totaling $12.1 million.

Evik Diagnostic Innovations of Kanata recently received 
$513,200 towards its $1.5 million investment to ramp up the 
production of a laboratory test mixture that is used in diagnostic 
devices. There is increased demand for this product from medical 
device manufacturers due to COVID-19.

The Ontario Government is investing millions of dollars 
to support arts and culture, heritage, tourism, and the sport 
and recreation sectors. The funding is put in place to assist 
organizations that are recovering from the impacts of the 
pandemic and to meet the needs of their communities. Locally, 
here are some recent funding announcements:

• Diefenbunker Cold War Museum was given $104,600 
towards operating costs and program delivery

• Huntley Curling Club received $50,000
• International Love Project, a Kanata not-for-profi t that 

organizes events and festivals, received $50,000
• West Carleton Snowmobile Trails Association received 

$142,086 to help rehabilitate an interprovincial rail 
bridge used by sledders

As your MPP, I also profi le local volunteer efforts that are 
making a difference in our community. Recently I highlighted the 
good work of the Kanata Food Cupboard and the West Carleton 
Food Access Centre. In the coming weeks, I will promote our 
local Legion Branches and their work to host Remembrance 
Day ceremonies. Check on my MPP website for this community 
volunteer news.   

Please do not hesitate to connect with me and my Community 
Offi ce staff if there is something we can do for you and your 
family.

Toy Story: Coming 
to a location near you

BY NEVIL HUNT

Santa has some serious 
competition. He only 
comes once a year.

The Western Ottawa 
Community Resource 
Centre’s mobile toy lend-
ing and resource library 
travels  around West 
Carleton, Stittsville and 
Kanata every three weeks, 
sharing all sorts of toys 
and books with children, 
and parenting books for 
the older folks – all for free.

The Toys ON Tour pro-
gram offers a selection of 
toys for children up to six 
years old, family games 
and books in English, 
French and even Chinese. 
Loans are for up to three 

weeks and parents are 
asked to wash down items 
before they are returned. 
The returned items are 
also quarantined between 
loans.

The centre’s van travels to 
Carp, Corkery, Constance 
Bay, Fitzroy Harbour 
and Kinburn every three 
weeks.

Michelle Inglis, the toy 
library co-ordinator, said 
the resource centre has 
plans to stock permanent 
toy libraries – one each in 
Kanata and Carp – once 
Covid is no longer an issue.

For the lending library’s 
full schedule, visit wocrc.
ca/toys-on-tour-program.

editorial@ottawavoice.ca

Nevil Hunt photo
Dion Hajimiri, age two and a half, picks which toy cart 
he’d like to borrow from the Western Ottawa Community 
Resource Centre’s mobile toy lending and resource library. 
The resource centre’s Toys ON Tour van travels to Carp, 
Corkery, Constance Bay, Fitzroy Harbour and Kinburn every 
three weeks.
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SUBMITTED BY ARNPRIOR REGIONAL HEALTH

The minister of long-term care joined 
Arnprior Regional Health on Sept. 24 for the 
grand opening of the new and expanded 
Grove Nursing Home. 

This marks the completion of one of the first 
construction projects as part of the current 
20,161 new and 15,918 upgraded spaces in 
the provincial government’s development 
plan to modernize and expand long-term 
care facilities.

“Our government is fixing Ontario’s long-
term care system and upgrading homes 
with brand new buildings is a key part of our 
plan,” said Rod Phillips. “The Grove Nursing 
Home is providing a safe, modern, comfort-
able place for 96 local seniors to call home – 
close to family and friends while getting the 
care they need.”

The construction of the new Grove broke 
ground in November 2019 and stayed within 
budget and very close to the timelines for its 
fall 2021 completion. 

The redevelopment project increased the 
capacity for the number of residents from 60 
to 96 to help increase local access to care and 
meet the growing demand.

The design of the new Grove is modern, res-
ident-first, departing from the institutional 
style of nursing homes. Special design con-
siderations were made to enhance dementia 
care, better facilitate infection prevention 
and control precautions, and accommodate 
the Grove’s person-centred model of care. 

The new home has been laid out into 
three resident home areas – each includes 
a dedicated living room, dining room, ac-
tivity room, home kitchen, bedrooms, and 
access to a secure courtyard with walking 
paths, seating and gardens.

“Ensuring that our loved ones in Arnprior, 
West-Carleton and area have a safe, modern 
space to call home is so important, and I am 
proud to have helped make this happen for 
our community,” said Dr. Merrilee Fullerton, 
MPP for Kanata-Carleton. “Premier Ford and 
our government will continue to support our 

most vulnerable, and I want to congratulate 
everyone who supported the work to make 
this happen.”

The total cost of the redevelopment project 
is $29.2 million. The ARH Foundation is con-
tributing $4 million from its successful Come 
Home to Great Care campaign, and the 

balance of $25.2 million has been borrowed 
by ARH and repaid through the construction 
funding subsidy from the Ministry of Long-
Term Care, and ARH operating funds.

The Grove team is completing the final 
preparations for the move, which is expected 
within the next few weeks.

New, expanded Grove Nursing Home opens in Arnprior

Photo provided
Marking the opening of the new Grove in Arnprior are, from left: Marilyn Colton, chair, 
Family and Friends Council, the Grove; Minister Merrilee Fullerton; Eric Hanna, president 
and CEO, Arnprior Regional Health; Barb Darlow, board director and past chair, ARH; MPP 
John Yakabuski; Minister Rod Phillips; and Cathy Jordan, board chair, ARH.

Come out of the shadows
It gives us no pleasure to reduce 

His Worship to a cartoon character.
But our beloved mayor has been 

relegated to the caboose after using 
LRT as his go-to promotional tool 
for much of his tenure.

This past week saw three national 
newspapers chronicle the debacle 
that has befallen our once vaunted 
electric light rail system. And one 
councillor took to a coast to coast 
television network to air council’s 
dirty laundry over the council in-
fighting about who is to blame for 
the mess we find ourselves in.

And where was the usual media 
hungry mayor as the City Manager 
and Transit Commission Chair 
were fed to the wolves to defend 
the indefensible?

That is an abdication of leader-
ship when the public is calling for 
someone, anyone to take charge 
and show the way forward.

Instead we continue to get gover-
nance via memo from the top.

In our opinion, and we have writ-
ten it in this space before, it should 
be clear that legal action should 
already have taken place and 
should be initiated as soon as pos-
sible against both Rideau Transit 
Maintenance and the makers of the 
trains, Alstom.

Also, what has not been accounted 
for is the fact that the assembly of 
the trains locally was supervised by 
Alstom and many of the train de-
ficiencies point to inappropriate 
oversight.

We cannot estimate the ongoing 
damage being done by the LRT cess-
pool to Ottawa’s quality of life, the 
city’s financial outlook, its reputa-
tion and the morale of all the man-
agers and employees at OC Transpo.

It’s not the time for a mayor of 
Canada’s capital to act like a deer 
frozen in headlights.

We need the head of council to 
come out of the shadows and show 
this city the way forward.
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Our community
• Worked with Ottawa Tourism to launch the Rural Cycling and Tourism Campaign 

• Heat pumps installed at Fitzroy Harbour and Dunrobin Community Centres to reduce GHGs

• Consultations underway to improve internet connectivity for underserved residents

@jimwatsonottawa jim.watson@ottawa.cajimwatsonottawa.ca

COMMUNITY 
UPDATE

COVID-19 recovery
• Highest vaccination rate amongst large cities  

in Canada 

• Increased vaccination access through 
mobile and neighbourhood clinics to reach 
#CommunityImmunity 

• Creation of the Human Needs Task Force to assist 
our most vulnerable residents 

• Support for small businesses throughout the 
pandemic: Buy Local Campaign, Property Tax 
Hardship Deferral Program, Business Reopening 
Toolkit, waived patio fees

Protecting our environment
• Partnering with Ottawa Community Housing  

and the federal government to build  
700 housing units across three sites on 
Gladstone Avenue

• Partnering with Multifaith Housing to build 
40 housing units for veterans at the new 
Wateridge Village

• Increasing the amount of City land  
available for affordable housing along 
transit corridors

• Appointing Liaisons for Veterans’ Affairs, 
Gender Equity and Anti-Racism

• Achieving gender parity on  
advisory committees

Safer roads and neighbourhoods
• Creating 15-minute walkable communities

• Spending $37.8M this year on road safety initiatives 

• Reduced serious T-bone collisions by 50% thanks to our  
Red-Light Camera Program

• Reinvesting $2.5M in road safety measures through the 
Automated Speed Enforcement pilot 

• Reinstated the Neighbourhood Policing Program to forge 
positive relationships with residents and community partners 

• Renewed William and Rideau Streets in the ByWard Market 
to provide more greenery, safer walking and cycling 
conditions and help businesses

• Established a Byward Market Leadership Table with key 
partners to address ongoing public safety concerns

Economic rebound
• Lowest unemployment rate amongst Canada’s six 

largest cities throughout the pandemic

• Patio Innovation Program: hundreds of new patios, 
500 additional seats with street closures, and lifted 
café seating limits 

• Attracting more major events: 2021 Canoe Kayak 
Sprint Championships, 2022 LPGA CP Women’s 
Open, 2022 Volleyball Nationals, 2026 World 
Wheelchair Basketball Championships & more 

• $398M in investments attracted to Ottawa and  
990 new jobs created through Invest Ottawa 

• Diversified rural investment and job-creation 
through the City’s first Rural Economic  
Development Strategy

Equity & affordability
• $82M in COVID-specific funding for housing and 

social service partners 

• Opened three respite centres with access to 
bathrooms, showers and other supports for 
residents in the shelter system, serving an average  
of 210 clients daily 

• Delivering a record amount of new affordable units 
in this term of Council ($47M in affordable housing 
to deliver 359 units in 2021) 

• Froze the cost of the EquiPass and the Community 
Pass for the third consecutive year – an additional 
investment of $185K for low-income transit users
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A Special Thank You to our 
community on behalf of all 
of our businesses for shopping 
and supporting local in the 
Kanata Central Business 
Improvement Area(BIA).

visit our website: kanatacentral.com
        /kanatacentralBIA
        /kanatacentralbia
       
       

Coming Soon !!!
A fun & physically distanced Scavenger Hunt for 
the whole family!  Complete all missions for your 
chance to win great prizes! Check our social 
channels for details.

Kreepy Halloween Hunt

Enter
by October 31
for a chance to

WIN
$200

in GIFT CARDS

Small
Business

Week
Oct 18-24

Celebrate our local small businesses!

Small businesses are critical to the 
Canadian economy. It’s never been 

more important to show your support.
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44th Tour
October 2021

www.redtrilliumst.com

Visit some of
West Carleton's best artists
and craftspeople
in their studios

Saturday & Sunday
October 23–24
10AM–5PM

Red Trillium
Studio Tour

613-45-VOICE (613-458-6423)
Visit us at www.ottawavoice.ca

UPCOMING UPCOMING 
ISSUESISSUES
We publish every 2nd week and mail
to every home, apartment & business

Publication Date Submission deadline

October 28 ............October 21

November 11 .........November 4

November 25 ........November 18

New skills on the menu in Dunrobin
BY NEVIL HUNT

Odds are you don’t eat 
as well as some kids in 
Dunrobin each Sunday.

After a forced hiatus due 
to Covid, Tracy Taffinder 
is back with the Life Skills 
cooking classes at the 
Dunrobin Community 
Centre on Sunday after-
noons, surrounded by 
youngsters who are cut-
ting, peeling, chopping 
and shelling.

Sept. 12 featured French 
music to accompany 
a menu of salmon cro-
quettes and a French bis-
tro salad.

The in-person experience 
– for six students and their 
helpers each session – has 
resumed after Covid forced 
Taffinder to try something 
new. From March until the 
in-person classes started 
again in late August, stu-
dents picked up their in-
gredients and recipes at 
the community centre 

each week and cooked at 
home alongside online 
tutorials

Being back one-on-
one with the young chefs 
means there’s more cama-
raderie and a shared cook-
ing experience, followed by 
a great meal.

Sarah paused while peel-
ing potatoes to share that 
she’s “getting better” at 
cooking as she goes. Her 
favourite meal: “burgers 
with Montreal steak spice.”

Jamie was well into his 
salmon recipe alongside 
his mom, mixing ingre-
dients that come laid out 
on a tray for each partici-
pant. Today may be about 
fish, but his most mem-
orable meal was Philly 
cheesesteak.

And for Spencer, there 
was no hesitation when 
asked to name his favou-
rite so far. “Eating dessert,” 
he said, drawing a laugh 
from his mother.

Students attend six-week 

blocks of cooking classes, 
and there are two time slots 
each Sunday.Taffinder said 
many return for session 
after session, and the ex-
perience shows.

“All the students have 
been amazing and risen 
to the challenges very 
quickly,” she said. “It not 
only enhances fine motor 
skills and broadening of 
the pallet, but it develops 
the skills needed to be con-
fident in the kitchen.”

Along with a single-
burner stove element at 
each cooking station, the 
cooks often use equip-
ment that they may not 
be familiar with, such as 
blenders, whisks and Y 
peelers.

“It’s  so hands-on,” 
Taffinder said. “It doesn’t 
have to be complicated, 
and we break it down and 
simplify it.”

No one wants to see their 
child head off into their 
independent adult life 
feasting on a diet of Pop-
Tarts and macaroni and 
cheese. The young chefs 
of Dunrobin are unlikely 
to put convenience before 
good taste after cooking 
up dishes such as gazpa-
cho, tuna stuffed pitas, 
avocado toast, rice wraps, 
sushi, coconut melon soup 
and stuffed pepperoni 
appetizers.

All the Dunrobin centre’s 
programs are not-for-
profit, and the registra-
tion fees cover the cost of 
ingredients. The final in-
gredients in the Life Skills 
recipe are the parents and 
other volunteers. Taffinder 
is matter-of-fact when 
asked about the genesis 
of the program.

“We saw there was a need 
for it,” Taffinder said. “It’s 
a skill you’re going to need 
and we all want that inde-
pendence for our kids.”

The upcoming sessions 
that run until December 
are already full – proof that 
the classes meet a need. 
For information on future 
openings, visit www.dun-
robincommunity.com or 
email Tracy.Taffinder@
dunrobincommunity.
com.

editorial@ottawavoice.ca

Nevil Hunt photo
Gabriel Koerner, left, picks 
out a spud as he starts cooking 
up salmon croquettes during 
a Life Skills cooking class at 
the Dunrobin Community 
Centre. Students in the 
six-week cooking school 
have a helper – in this case, 
Gabriel’s mom, Lianna.

News briefs

BY NEVIL HUNT

Firefighters from Station 
61 in Kinburn were called 
to a dump truck that was on 
fire in West Carleton on Oct. 
4. Firefighters quickly con-
tained the blaze to the rear 
tires and the rear container. 

The fire started in the rear 
tire area and the driver 
safely pulled the truck over 
and called 911. 

Station 84 out of Corkery 
backed up Station 61 and 
provided support. There 
were no injuries.

On stage
Rural  Root Theatre 

Company will perform 
The Great Kooshog Lake 
Hollis McCauley Fishing 
Derby, by Norm Foster, at 
the North Wind Wireless 
Fibe Centre in Constance 
Bay.Dates are Nov. 7 at 2 
p.m., and Nov, 9 to 13 at 
7.30 p.m.

The comedy is “a fish out 
of water tale” centering 
around James, a naive, 
business techie who thinks 
he is really going places 
in his career. Due to car 
problems he finds himself 
stranded and frustrated for 
the weekend in the small 
town of Lake Kooshog 
during the annual fishing 
derby. While stuck there, 
four other “locals” have a 
good time at his expense.

The theatre company 
says all Covid protocols 
will be in place for the 
performance. Everyone 
attending must have proof 
of double vaccination and 
will be required to wear a 
mask. There will be no 
walk-ins allowed, so please 
contact the box office for 
tickets at 613-485-6434.

editorial@ottawavoice.ca

Ottawa Fire Services photo

Ottawa firefighters based in 
West Carleton respond to a 
fire in a dump truck on Oct. 
4.
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COMMUNITY BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CALL 613-458-6423 x101 TO RESERVE YOUR SPOT!

• Junk & Clutter Removal
• Estate & Moving Cleanouts
• Fences & Decks Torn Down
• Construction & Reno Debris
• Lawn & Garden Waste, Trees Cut
• Small Shed & Building Demolition

CHEAP RATES • NO-NONSENSE
ALWAYS AVAILABLE

613-899-7269

JUNK REMOVAL

YOUR LOCAL SERVICE COMPANIES ARE 
FOUND HERE IN YOUR COMMUNITY VOICEinfo@diamondview.ca  •  613-227-8608

2510 Old Second Line Rd Kanata

Diamondview
Installation & Repairs

Fences, decks, railings, interlock, landscaping

DECKS & FENCES

Fully Insured. Independently Owned and Operated in Ottawa since 1998. *Electrical work performed by ECRA contractors.

613-723-5021
Ottawa.handymanconnection.com

Carpentry • Electrical* • Plumbing
Kitchen & Bath Remodels

• Painting • General Repairs

One Call Gets the Things 
You Want Done...DONE!

HANDY MAN

Tree Removal • Tree Trimming • Stump Removal
Storm Damage Cleanup • Fully Insured

www.mrchipper.ca • 613 897 2447

TREE SERVICES

King George III coin unearthed in Carp yard by father-son duo
BY NEVIL HUNT

King George III waited 
and waited. And in 2021 
Damian Blake finally 
found him.

Armed with their metal 
detectors, Blake and his 
seven-year-old son, Xavier, 
have swept across their 
Craig’s Side Road property, 
unearthing some interest-
ing objects. 

But none quite as aston-
ishing as the recent dis-
covery of a coin dated 1820 
that features the head of 
King George III on one side 
and an Irish harp on the 
other.The coin – or token 
– is no doubt very old, and 
it may even have an illicit 
history.Blake said he got a 
beep from his metal detec-
tor while right in the mid-
dle of his yard. 

Using a small spade he 
dug a hole and flipped 
back the turf.

“It was just sitting there 
(on the pile of dirt),” Blake 
said of the halfpenny, 
which is probably made of 
copper but could be brass.

In 1820, King George was 
in the final year of life as the 
ruler of Great Britain and 
Ireland, which included 
British North America, 
later Canada. The Royal 
household’s own history 
says he was “mentally unfit 
to rule in the last decade 
of his reign,” earning him 
the nickname Mad King 
George.

BLACKSMITH TOKEN?
There was no Bank of 

Canada or Royal Canadian 
Mint in 1820. There was no 
Canada – that didn’t come 
until 1867. British coins – 
or coins and tokens made 
by merchants – were often 
used as currency, and the 
halfpenny Blake found 
could be what’s called a 
blacksmith token. 

The tokens were allegedly 
named after a blacksmith 
in Montreal who made 
himself coins so he could 
enjoy an occasional night 
out on the town. Nevil Hunt photo

Damian Blake, left, points out the spot where he uncovered an 1820 coin in his yard on Craig’s Side Road. Blake and his son 
Xavier, 7, like to metal detect on their property, and the coin – which predates Canada – is the oldest and most interesting 
item he’s ever found.

PLEASE SEE COIN, PAGE 10 
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Old Kinburn bank building to be sold says RBC spokesperson
BY NEVIL HUNT

There are no For Sale 
signs in the windows yet, 
but RBC says it expects the 
building that was home 
to their bank branch in 
Kinburn will be on the 
market this fall.

In May of this year, the 
Royal Bank of Canada de-
cided to close the Kinburn 
branch, located in the 
centre of the village at the 
intersection of Kinburn 
Side Road and Loggers 
Way.

RBC spokesperson Lucie 
Caron said traffic at many 
of the bank’s locations is 
decreasing as people shift 
to mobile and online ser-
vices. She said the Kinburn 
branch “consolidated into 
our RBC Arnprior branch”

RBC locations closest 
to Kinburn are now in 
Arnprior and Pakenham. 

The property and building 
will be sold, Caron said.

“We expect the property 

to be on the market at 
some point later this fall.”

West Carleton-March 

Coun. Eli El-Chantiry 
said it’s a prime location 
that could work for other 

owners.
“It would be nice to see 

something go in there like 

a Home Hardware or a 
small restaurant,” he said.

editorial@ottawavoice.ca

>>COIN, FROM PAGE 9 

Library and Archives 
Canada says the wide 
variety of coins in use in 
British North America 
during the first half of 
the 19th century caused 
“a very chaotic currency 
situation.”

“The only available cop-
per coins that were widely 
acceptable in Lower 
Canada were the British 
halfpenny pieces, most of 
which were very old and 
very worn.” 

That led to “clever imita-
tions of the worn British 
halfpence that flooded 
Lower Canada about 
1830.”

The token Blake found 
may never have looked in 
“mint” condition.

 Instead it was likely 
made to look old and 
worn – all the better 
to hide its provenance 
and make people think 
it was a real, well-used 
halfpenny.

Library and Archives 
adds: “A bust appeared 
on the obverse and an 

incomplete Britannia 
or harp appeared on the 
reverse.

Despite their crude ap-
pearance and dubious 
source, these ‘blacksmith’ 
coppers were accepted by 
the public and for a time 
formed part of the circu-
lating currency.”

If the coin is confirmed 
as a blacksmith token, the 
current value appears to 
be well above a halfpenny, 
at roughly $100. Not that 
Blake plans to sell it.

Blake’s property sits 
where a 40-hectare farm 
once operated, and there 
are still signs of two old 
barns and the foundation 
of an old house. The fam-
ily has lived there since 
2008, and Blake has seen 
a survey from 1819 that 
shows the land as a farm.

Before the 1820 coin was 
unearthed, father and 
son had found plenty of 
nails, hoops, chains and 
even two metal steps 
that would have been 
mounted to a carriage to 
help a driver and passen-
ger get aboard. Xavier’s 

top find so far is a horse-
shoe, but he hopes for 
something more exciting: 
“a propeller from an air-
plane from World War II.”

Pe g g y  Bl a i r  o f  t h e 
H u n t l e y  H i s t o r i c a l 
Society said the local legal 
currency in 1820 was the 
British pound, “but there 
wasn’t anything to buy 
really.”

“ T h e r e  w e r e  o n l y 
two people in Huntley 
Township in 1820,” Blair 
said. “But (the halfpenny) 
could have been dropped 
anytime.”

With few banks available 
to store their money, it’s 
possible that Carp resi-
dents of the 1800s chose 
to bury their savings, and 
Blake’s greatest hope is to 
one day find a cache on 
his land.

So the search continues 
on Craig’s Side Road. If 
Blake turns up any more 
coins he said he’ll share 
the news.

“We’ll get to the bottom 
of this eventually,” he 
said.

editorial@ottawavoice.ca

Nevil Hunt photo
King George III can be seen on one side of the coin, and an Irish harp is on the obverse. King 
George lived from 1738 to 1820, and was King from 1760 until his death.

Nevil Hunt photo
RBC former location at Kinburn’s major crossroads stands empty after closing in May. The bank says the building will be put up for sale this fall.
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Now Serving You From 2 Locations
Arnprior

210 Madawaska Blvd.
 613-623-2909

Ottawa
2222 Carling Ave.

613-366-1932

Upgrade your windows
and get up to $5,000 BACK

in government grants!

FREEFREE
QUOTESQUOTES

1TAXES ONE

25 Years Experience
Office: 613-832-0833

Cell: 613-859-4699
wayne@taxesone.ca

Wayne Thomas
Tax Consultant

Fall activities

ottawa.ca/recreation

Register for City of Ottawa

BY NEVIL HUNT

Organizers of a Sept. 26 car 
show expected a hundred 
automobile enthusiasts to 
show up at 2878 Carp Rd. 
Instead, they came by car-
loads – probably more 
than 1,000 people visited 
throughout the day, and all 
that traffic caused delays 
along the busy road as peo-
ple arrived, departed and 
rubbernecked.

Many visitors arrived 
in their own customized 
or collectible cars, but 
the highlight of the Cars, 
Coffee and Charity show 
was Hassan Moghadam’s 
collection of cars: Ferraris, 
Porsches, an Aston Martin 
and an extremely rare 
Mercedes.

Moghadam – through his 
company, Vintage Motor 
Sports – not only shows 
off the classic cars, he also 
uses them to raise funds for 
charities. The Sept. 26 event 
helped bring in donations 
for the Phoebe Rose Rocks 
Foundation, started in 
memory of Phoebe Rose 
Doull-Hoffman, who died 
of mixed lineage infantile 
leukemia at age five in 2015. 

Her father, Jonathan 
Hoffman, was at the show, 
and couldn’t help but smile 
as Moghadam riled up the 
crowd, getting them pre-
pared for a live auction. Up 
for grabs was a day out with 
Moghadam in any or all of 
the cars in his collection.

Hoffman is a stonema-
son and did some work at 
Moghadam’s home. That’s 
where they started discuss-
ing Phoebe Rose and brain-
stormed a fundraiser.

“He learned about Phoebe 
and I told him about the 

(charitable) founda-
tion,” Hoffman said of 
Moghadam, adding that 
things came together 
quickly for the car show. 
“He’s an incredible guy.”

The two Ferraris – a 1966 
Dino 206 S Spyder coupe 
and a 1999 F40 – drew the 
most interest. These are cars 
you don’t just jump into; you 
have to wriggle. The cock-
pits are tight spaces and as 
low to the ground as a go-
kart, so they feel like a metal 
cocoon.

Despite the collective 
drooling over the bright red 
Italian coupes, Moghadam 
said his favourite ride is 
his 1956 Mercedes 300 SL 
Gullwing coupe, which 

was rescued from a barn in 
Rigaud, Que. and restored to 
showroom condition. It’s a 
car that would look just right 
with James Bond behind the 
wheel and some gun-toting 
thugs giving chase. 

The website motor1.com 
says only 1,400  Gullwing 
coupes were produced 
between 1954 and 1957. 
That rarity explains why a 
1955 model once sold for 
US$4.62 million, and why 
it’s a good idea to look in 
old barns.

During the auction, 
Moghadam announced he 
would match all the money 
raised during the day, help-
ing the foundation even fur-
ther. The top bid of the day 

was $2,400, while other bid-
ders snagged shorter trips 
in individual cars for a mere 
$1,200 or $1,000.

The Phoebe Rose Rocks 
Foundation funds research 
into hard to treat and cure 
childhood cancers. The 
foundation is the local 
Ottawa funder for the Terry 
Fox PRecision Oncology For 
Young people (PROFLYE) 
program, and supports re-
searchers and clinicians at 
CHEO.

To view an inventory 
of Moghadam’s cars, see 
vintagemotorsports.ca. 
The Phoebe Rose Rocks 
Foundation can be found 
at phoeberoserocks.com.
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Car show stops traffic on Carp Road

Nevil Hunt photo
Car collector Hassan Moghadam handles the auction microphone during the Sept. 26 Cars, 
Coffee and Charity car show on Carp Road, with his 1966 Ferrari Dino taking centre stage. 
Hundreds of auto fans attended the show, raising money for childhood cancer research 
through auctions and raffles.
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HAZELDEAN GARDENS RETIREMENT RESIDENCE
6130 Hazeldean Road, Stittsville K2S 2M2         www.hazeldeangardens.ca

CALL 613-903-6949 FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO SCHEDULE A TOUR.
BE SURE TO ASK ABOUT OUR PROMOTIONAL OFFERS.

The Ottawa area’s premier
retirement residence located nearby

in the heart of Stittsville

“Friendly”,“Helpful”,“Caring”“Friendly”,“Helpful”,“Caring”
These are the three words most often used by our residents to

describe the staff and volunteers at Hazeldean Gardens.*
* Based on a recent survey of Hazeldean Gardens residents.

Discover the Diff erence Family Ownership Makes! 


