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Agreement renegotiations spark concern among Carp Airport tenants
Airport owner has
long-term plans to
continue operations
BY ERIN McCRACKEN

A group of Carp Airport
tenants is willing to buy
the property to ensure it remains operational for many
decades to come.
“If this asset is lost, it’s gone
forever,” said Dave McIver,
a hangar owner and tenant
who is part of that group.
Their quest comes as West
Capital Developments renegotiates to have the city’s repurchasing power removed
from an agreement that was
struck when the city sold the
property in 2011.
The company says the city’s
watchdog role in the agreement restricts its ability to
expand its residential subdivision lands, secure financing and better utilize the core
airport property.
But more than a dozen of
the approximately 75 tenants, who own hangars

Erin McCracken photo

City staff and the owner of the Carp Airport are currently renegotiating their agreement for the property, raising concerns
about the future of the airport among hangar owners and tenants, like Mark Briggs.

on land leased from West
Capital, say the company
is in breach of the original
agreement because it is not
properly operating the airport or communicating with

them.
Taxiways are neglected,
maintenance is minimal,
fuel pumps are unreliable,
there is uncertainty around
tenant and public access to

the terminal and there are
plans to close a secondary
gravel runway, which serves
as an important back-up,
said McIver.
Hangar owners also say

they are entitled to access
financial records.
“Since the change of ownership we have had management of the airport that
has been unconcerned with

Buying or selling?

Call me and let my years of experience work for you!

John Roberts Broker • 613-832-0902 • www.johnwroberts.com
REMAX HALLMARK REALTY GROUP, brokerage

managing it as an airport,”
said Mark Briggs, owner of
two hangars, one since 2005.
Both worry the airport
lands will be redeveloped
for other uses in the future if
the city gives up its oversight
role.
A n d re w Wi l d e b o e r,
president of West Capital
Developments, says he has
no plans to close the airport.
“We think it’s a good project
and a good place to be,” he
said. “We’re in it for the long
haul.”
He says the secondary runway is rarely used and that
public access will continue
at the terminal even when
part of it is leased. There are
also plans to build a new terminal next year in a central
location, he said.
This reconfiguration of
space could create commercial leasing opportunities.
“Every dollar that we bring
into the airport benefits everybody there, including all
the tenants,”Wildeboer said.
PLEASE SEE AIRPORT, PAGE 15
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A year to remember for 4-H Beef Club
BY ROBYN STANTON

This year has proven to be
a challenging one for many,
but several creative and resourceful solutions have
come from these challenges.
Thanks to our leaders
Kathy Cavanagh, Josie
Leman, Abby Argue-Findlay
and Angie Miller, the West
Carleton 4-H Beef Club has
been fortunate to be one of
the few beef clubs to run this
year.
Due to COVID-19, our
meetings have been held
virtually.
In the past, meetings have
been held at numerous
farms where farmers show
how they manage their
operations.
One of the concerns this
year was that our members would miss out on
this learning experience.
Luckily, we were able to
have a similar experience
virtually.

Screenshot courtesy of Robyn Stanton

The 2020 West Carleton 4-H Beef Club’s members and
leaders include, top row from left, leader Josie Leman, Robyn
Stanton, Tim McCord and Darren McCord and, middle
row from left, Avery Stanton, Lindsay Gillan, Jack Findlay,
Calahan Findlay, leader Abby Argue-Findlay and leader Kathy
Cavanagh. In the bottom row is Evan Miller. Not pictured is
leader Angie Miller.

Ryan and Allison Nesbitt
were kind enough to join
one of our Zoom meetings
and we were able to learn
so much about not only
Cedardale Farms and how
they run their operation,
but also how they have
adapted their practices in
the pandemic.

In past years, the club’s
achievement day has been
held at the Carp fairgrounds.
This year our members had
the option of doing a virtual
show.
Though different, this
will definitely be a year to
remember.
editorial@ottawavoice.ca

We’re taking
orders for 2021
Spring tree planting!
Sign up for a
FREE site visit

Are you a landowner with one or
more acres looking to reforest your
empty and idle land?
Planting with Rideau Valley Conservation
Authority is low-cost and full-service. It includes
site visits, planting plans, site prep, tree planting,
follow-ups, and maintenance for only $0.15/tree,
or $120/acre. You must be willing to plant at
least 1,000 trees. Call us!

OTT-AD-4352 Your Community Voice-5.15x10.71-August-Small Things.indd 1

2020-08-17 11:40 AM

Contact

Dan Cooper
613-692-3571 or
1-800-267-3504
ext. 1124
dan.cooper@rvca.ca
In partnership with:
Mississippi Valley
Conservation Authority
& Forests Ontario
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Emergency News
District fire offices
now in Kinburn area
West Carleton’s fire sector chief has moved offices
from Carp’s fire station to the
West Carleton Community
Complex in the Kinburn
area.
Moving day was Sept. 23,
allowing the administration offices for Districts 6
and 8 to be in a more strategic location.
“The main reason was
to put the district office in
the centre of West Carleton
again,” said Bill Bell, sector
chief for District 6, which
encompasses much of the
ward.
It offers a more convenient
location for firefighters to
pick up equipment and paperwork, and for residents
needing a burn permit from
Diane Logan, administrator
for Districts 6 and 8.
Bell said the location also

cuts down on the time it
takes him to respond to
emergencies throughout the
ward“cutting vital minutes.”
The move marks a return of
fire administrative services
to the community centre,
where they used to be based
before relocating to Carp in
2014-15, said Bell.
The community complex
for the most part remains
closed to the public as a
COVID-related precautionary measure. However, burn
permits can be acquired at
the centre from Logan by appointment or online.

Photo by Brigid Lynch

West Carleton firefighters were put through their paces last
month at a vacant Woodlawn farmhouse, which has been
donated to the department for dynamic training scenarios.

More than 100 firefighters

Firefighters, including

month to practice cutting
through the roof, aerial ladder and hose work, search
and rescue, ventilation techniques, medical assistance,
as well as a drill simulating
a firefighter trapped inside
the building.

training communication
channel from the Kinburn
public works yard to the
farmhouse.
“They didn’t know where
they were going. They didn’t
know what they would see,”
said Bell, who played the role

Farmhouse becomes from six stations gathered in newly certified recruits,
new training ground groups on two nights late last were dispatched on a
West Carleton’s firefighters have a new training
ground at an unused farmhouse on private property in
Woodlawn off Woodkilton
Road near Kinburn Side
Road.

WINTER
STAYS
AVAILABLE

of dispatcher.
A firefighter acting as a civilian also had to be found
and rescued from inside
the house, where simulated
smoke added to the realism
of the call.
“As much as we could pack
into the training, we did,”
Bell said.
The training gave firefighters an opportunity to tackle
scenarios they don’t commonly see, such as search
and rescue.
“Until you actually do it in a
training simulation it’s a different story,”West Carleton’s
sector chief said. “It’s kinetic

3

learning. It’s practical training, and the firefighters and
the officers absolutely loved
doing this.”
Firefighters have already
been invited back to use the
old farmhouse, which Bell
said will be ideal for additional scenarios.
“At the end of the night we
gauge our success on the
amount of confidence that
we’ve gained from doing
this type of training and how
proficient our crews are at
carrying out their duties,”
Bell said. “It’s a real treat to
have a house like this.”
emccracken@ottawavoice.ca

Stuart

BOOKKEEPING & TAX SERVICES
ACCOUNTING FOR SMALL/MEDIUM SIZE BUSINESSES

Over 25 years experience.
Annie Stuart - 613.832.8012
820 Bayview Dr., Woodlawn
annie@stuartbookkeeping.com

The Ottawa area’s premier
retirement residence
located nearby in the
heart of Stittsville

For more information, or to schedule
a tour, please call 613-903-6949

HAZELDEAN GARDENS RETIREMENT RESIDENCE
6130 Hazeldean Road, Stittsville K2S 2M2
www.hazeldeangardens.ca
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We are losing ground
Close to 100 Ottawa service
agencies are calling on city
council to commit an additional $20 million in the 2021
budget for more affordable
housing units.
Despite significant investments of city money in this
envelope in this term of
council there are still more
than 12,000 families on the
centralized waiting list looking for an affordable roof
over their heads.
We are losing ground.
The number of families accessing an emergency overnight shelter has increased
by more than 70 per cent
since 2014.
A city staff report on the updated 10-year housing and
homelessness plan detailed
what is at stake.
It is well documented that
poor housing conditions
and high housing costs lead

Do like the Danish and find some Hygge this winter
coming, set yourself up for
some good old-fashioned
“Hygge” in your home.
The Danish cultural tradition of “Hygge” (pronounced
“HOO-ga”) refers to the practice of gettin’ cozy.
It’s about pulling ALL the pillows and blankets out of the
linen closet and making yourself a huge nest in the corner of
the overstuffed couch, in front
of the fire, with a hot drink and
BY DIANA FISHER
a good book.
Hygge is about lighting a
As November approaches in scented candle and padding
Canada, that time of year be- about the house in your flanYour
tween coloured leaves and nel PJs and slippers while your
sparkling snow, we prepare homemade soup simmers on
ourselves for the bleakness.
the stove.
Your Community
To lessen the depressing
ef- Newspaper
But it’s much more than that.
fect of the damp chill that is Hygge is about being in touch

w i t h yo u r s u r ro u n d i n g s,
whether they are indoors or
out. It’s about building yourself a tiny sanctuary – a retreat
from the world.
If you’re truly looking to experience a moment of Hygge
in your busy day, you need to
eliminate distractions for a
moment.
Don’t worry – you only need
about 15 minutes of Hygge to
feel a positive, relaxing effect.
So put your phone away, turn
the radio and TV off and close
your laptop. Find your comfy
spot, close your eyes, and lisKANATA
ten to the
sound of your own
WEST CARLETON
breathing.
Try to spend
three
OTTAWA
SOUTHto five minutes concentrating on nothing
but the sounds inside your own
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to stress for individuals and
families, affecting their physical and mental health and
resulting in an increased use
of health and social services.
Much more needs to be
done.
Budget 2021 is an important opportunity to make
progress on providing a permanent fix for thousands of
Ottawa families.
As the mayor and city councillors sit down to debate this
pandemic budget, we urge
them to address this core
need in our community.
We call on council to commit at least an additional $20
million in the 2021 budget.
Hopefully, there will be new
monies over and above current federal and provincial
funding to build new affordable housing.
Council needs to go further to pass an inclusionary

body.
Hygge doesn’t have to be indoors. Maybe you feel more relaxed when you are in the great
outdoors.
Think about where you might
be able to get yourself next to a
source of heat like an outdoor
fireplace or heater.
Steal another tradition from
the Scandinavians and heat
a cheese sandwich over the
flame.
Just do yourself a favour and
use quality sourdough bread
and Gruyere cheese. It should
be a complete experience for
the senses.
Yo u w o u l d t h i n k t h a t
Canadians have their own version of Hygge.
Of course we do. It’s anything
that you do that blocks out
worry or stress. Like taking a
bubble bath, taking a walk, bike

zoning bylaw.
This would ensure a fixed
percentage of new development dedicated to affordable
housing, specifically near
rapid transit.
This council must put teeth
to its refreshed 10-year housing and homelessness plan
passed earlier this year to
include aggressive targets
to preserve and increase the
affordable housing supply,
increase access to housing
affordability and eliminate
chronic homelessness.
We encourage our readers
to reach out to their councillor to encourage them to
get behind this important
initiative.
Everyone deserves the dignity of a roof over their heads.
We all need to be committed to build an inclusive,
safe and affordable city for
everyone.
ride or mystery tour in your car.
Take time for some Hygge every
day.
The best way to amplify the effects of your Hygge is to share it
with others.
During Covid that might mean
picking up the phone (I’ll make
an exception in this case) and
calling a family member or
friend.
If it’s safe to gather in small
bunches, consider inviting a
few close friends or family over
for a walk in the woods.
Bring a thermos of cider or
tea, and make sure you make
plenty of stops to listen to the
forest around you.
Breathe in the earth smells.
Listen for the sounds of burrowing animals.
Practice regularly, all winter
long. Happy Hygge!
dianafisher1@gmail.com
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News

Merrilee
Fullerton
Member of Provincial Parliament
Kanata-Carleton

Remembrance Day –
A Day of Gratitude

I am honored to take part in our community’s Remembrance
Day activities as your Kanata-Carleton MPP representative.
It was Sir Winston Churchill who observed, “Gratitude is not
only the greatest of virtues, but the parent of all the other.” As a
Canadian who has grown up in this wonderful City of Ottawa,
I have great appreciation and a reverence for those who came
before us and fought for our freedom and democracy.
This year marks the 75th anniversary of the ending of World
War II, a horrific global conflict that exacted a heavy toll on
mankind. More than 66 million people perished and nearly
46 million were civilians. Tens of millions more were uprooted
from their homes and countries. In the war effort from 19391945, more than one million Canadians served and of those
approximately 42,000 were killed and another 55,000
wounded. In memoriam, may we never forget the sacrifices
made and never take for granted the liberties won.
Those men and women who served command our respect for
their willingness to defend their beliefs in the times when they
were being challenged. Similarly, we must thank the Canadian
Forces personnel who today serve our country around the world
for their steadfast commitment to our country. It is so important
that we continue to recognize and value the tremendous costs
of our peace and freedom. For these significant reasons we must
take the time on November 11th to be grateful.
We are very fortunate in Kanata-Carleton to host two active
Legion Branches as well as the Royal Canadian Legion Dominion
Command. Legion members are to be commended for their
volunteer services in our community and for the fine example
they set for us all in demonstrating the core values of civic duty.
Though this year we may not be able to gather together to
show our respect, our Legions are conducting modified local
ceremonies on November 11th.
Kanata Legion Branch 638 will have wreaths laid at Village
Green Memorial Park Cenotaph (and will have a virtual service
on Nov. 9 at 11 a.m. at www.stpaulshk.org/webcast)
In Carp, there will be wreaths laid at the Cenotaph and
this will be streamed on Facebook: www.facebook.com/
WCWarMemorial . West Carleton Legion Branch 616 is hosting
a service of Remembrance on Nov. 7 for executive members
only, due to COVID-19 guidelines.
The 2020 National Remembrance Ceremony is streaming live
from the National War Memorial at 10:45 a.m. on Nov 11th –
more information about the telecast at www.legion.ca.
By wearing a poppy and taking a moment to recognize our
local Remembrance Day services, we can honour our Canadian
past and reflect on our country’s fortunes. This November 11th
may we reflect on and hope for a world without war and human
suffering. Through this reflection, may we find the promise
and commitment to ensure a better world to pass on to future
generations.
240 Michael Cowpland Dr. Suite 100 Kanata, ON K2M 1P6
613-599-3000 • merrilee.fullerton@pc.ola.org
www.merrileefullerton.ca
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Disaster relief board changes leadership
A volunteer organization
that formed in the wake of
the 2018 tornado in West
Carleton and that has been
helping flood victims has
new leaders at its helm.
Heather Lucente and
Kevin Cowill will co-chair
the board, which includes
representation from many
of West Carleton’s communities. The pair, who were
already involved with the
organization, take over from
Greg Patacairk, president of
the Dunrobin Community
Association, and previously,
Alexandra Lesnick, pastpresident of the Kinburn

Community Association.
T h e b o a rd c o n t i n ues to include Angela
Bernhardt and Len Russell,
with the Constance and
Buckham’s Bay Community
Association, Tracy Taffinder,
with the Dunrobin
Community Association,
Judy Makin, Allan Joyner
and Hanns Baader, from
the Huntley Community
Association, Katherine
Woodward, representing
the Corkery Community
Association, Alexandra
Lesnick and Mandy Long,
of Dunrobin.
emccracken@ottawavoice.ca

Carp Farmers’ Market extends season
The Carp Farmers’ Market
is extending its 30th season
beyond October to include
two additional Saturdays:
Nov. 7 and Nov. 14, from 8:30
a.m. to 1 p.m.
These will replace a
Christmas market traditionally held in December.
“We hope this news brings
you some joy during these

challenging times,” the market said on its website. “Two
more Saturdays to shop local
at the Carp Market this year.”
The November markets
will also be held outside
at the Carp fairgrounds.
COVID precautions will continue to be in effect, including the use of face masks.
emccracken@ottawavoice.ca

Legion to host Oktoberfest take-outs
T h e We s t C a r l e t o n
Legion’s new take-out
supper service is back by
popular demand after the
branch sold 150 turkey
take-out meals for its inaugural take-out supper
earlier this month.
This time, Anita Kamps
will prepare a schnitzel
dinner with cake for dessert for Friday, Oct. 30.

Tickets can be purchased in advance
by calling Kamps at
613-724-3551.
Tickets will be available
on a first come, first serve
basis until they sell out.
Meals are $15 and can be
picked up at 377 Allbirch
Rd. in Constance Bay
from 5 to 7 p.m.
emccracken@ottawavoice.ca

Galetta AGM plans paused
Galetta’s community association is indefinitely postponing its annual general
meeting due to in-person
gathering restrictions.
“The Galetta Hall and
grounds have been and are
closed to all events with only
a limited, modified version
of lawn bowling happening,” the executive said in a

recent statement. “The current executive will continue
to monitor the situation,
acting on problems as they
come to light.
“On a more cheerful note,
as the weather cools and
conditions permit we will be
opening our outdoor rink for
community use.”
emccracken@ottawavoice.ca

ELI
EL-CHANTIRY
Councillor

West Carleton - March
Ward 5
Ward 5 Pumpkin Carving Contest

With COVID dampening our Halloween fun a little
bit this year, I’m hoping to stir up some fun for Ward 5
residents with my Pumpkin Carving Contest. Ward 5
residents are invited to email a photo of your carved
pumpkin to Ward5@ottawa.ca and enter a chance to win
one of three Halloween gift baskets. I will make physically
distanced deliveries to the winners on Halloween. To
qualify, submissions must include a name, address and
phone number. Submission deadline is 12pm on October
30, 2020. One submission per household. Winning
photos/resident names may be published on my social
media and other communications.
Please make your Halloween a COVID-friendly one
and review Ottawa Public Health’s #Hallowise ideas:
ottawapublichealth.ca/socialwise.

Buy the Village Green

The Buy the Village Green Committee (BTVG) is closing
out the Buy the Village Campaign with the return of
donations to those who supported this endeavour.
Unfortunately, the Committee was not successful and are
keeping with their promise to return donations. Because
they have incomplete contact information for the many
smaller donations, the BTVG Committee would like to
invite people who donated to email them at btvg@gmail.
com to coordinate the return of their donation. Deadline
for the return of donations is December 31, 2020. Any
funds that are unable to be returned to the original donor
will be donated to another community project or initiative.
Depending on the amount at the end of the year, they
will be researching which projects are in need or would
benefit the most from the remainder of funds. They will
possibly be open to suggestions as well. BTVG thanks all
donors for their patience and support over the years.

Update to the Master Transportation Plan

Ottawa has grown into a city of one million residents.
Over the next 25 years, that number is expected to grow to
more than 1.4 million. With that kind of growth, we need to
revisit how people, vehicles and goods move through our
city. As we set the vision for our updated Transportation
Master Plan, we have important decisions to make as
individuals and as a city. Sign up for updates on the many
upcoming opportunities for public engagement on this
process: engage.ottawa.ca/transportation-master-plan.
City Hall - 613-580-2475
Ward Office - 613-580-2424 Ext. 32246
eli.el-chantiry@ottawa.ca
www.eliel-chantiry.ca
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The solution to
COVID-19 starts

with keeping
your distance.
• Wear a face covering.
• Keep 2m apart from anyone
outside of your household.
• Limit your close contact to
your household only.
• Wash your hands often.

News

Woodlawn’s Bob Vance remembered for
general store and love of family
BY ERIN McCRACKEN

Bob Vance, a longtime
Woodlawn resident and
former owner of Vance’s
General Store, passed away
suddenly on Oct. 11. He
was 91.
He leaves behind his wife,
Greta, with whom he had
celebrated 65 years of marriage on Sept. 17, two children, five grandchildren
and his first great-grandchild, born this year.
The flood of condolences
posted online in the wake
of Vance’s passing spoke

Bob Vance, 1929-2020
of his valued friendship,
shared good times and
fond memories of his years

>> CLARIFICATION
A story in the Oct. 15 edition of the West
Carleton Community Voice featuring
Holly’s Haven Wildlife Rescue reported the
Dunrobin-area centre took in almost 90

at his store, which many remember as a true country
general store.
“He filled his life with
love for his family, his general store where he served
the community from 1955
until his retirement in 1995,
dancing, sports, travel
and throughout it, enduring dedication to his wife,
Greta,” his obituary says.
“He has gone to be with the
angels.”
His interment will be a
private family gathering
held at a later date.
emccracken@ottawavoice.ca

animals this season. At the time, this was,
in fact, the number of raccoons.
To date, the rescue has now brought in 107
raccoons and a total of 337 animals, including chipmunks, groundhogs, mice, voles,
rabbits, hares , squirrels and bats.

Don’t forget to
turn back the clocks
Sunday, November 1, 2AM

UPCOMING
ISSUES
We publish every 2nd week and mail
to eevery
veryy home, apartment & business
ve
business

Publication Date

Submission deadline

November 12 .........November 5
November 26 ........November 19
Stopping the spread starts with you.
Visit ontario.ca/coronavirus to learn more
Paid for by the Government of Ontario

December 10..........December 3

Last issue
of the year!

Visit us at www.ottawavoice.ca
613-45-VOICE (613-458-6423)
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Dunrobin restaurant on the brink
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Crowdfunding
campaign launches
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BY ERIN McCRACKEN

A Dunrobin treasure is on
the brink of closure.
Like many other restaurant owners, the longtime
owners of the Heart & Soul
Café are suffering enormous economic hardship
caused by the pandemic.
Jim and Jodie Bowen are at
risk of being forced to permanently shutter the restaurant and their Heart of
the Valley Gift Shop.
“It’s terrible,” Jim said of
their struggle to stay afloat.
“It’s hard even when we
could serve inside with limited tables and we had patio
(service).”
But with the province’s
recent 28-day mandated
closure of indoor dining,
the business is again relying on take-out and family
platter meal orders. If takeout orders keep coming in
and indoor eating resumes,
they stand a chance.
“If this goes on I don’t
know. I really don’t know,”
said Jodie.
A G oFundMe was
launched by their daughter Sarah on Oct. 9 as a
last-ditch effort to keep the
business going, a measure
made by other Ottawa restaurants. The online fundraising campaign had
generated $11,447 towards
a $20,000 goal by press time.
“It’s not something I ever
wanted to do but faced
with the alternative I don’t
know,” Jodie said.
The couple are no strangers to hardship having lost
their gift shop to fire in 2008,
and then suffering through
a tornado in 2018.
“This you can’t fight no
matter what you do,” Jodie
said.
Their restaurant was
forced to close its doors
in March for about three
weeks. It then reopened to

Erin McCracken photo

Jodie and Jim Bowen are at risk of permanently closing
Dunrobin’s Heart & Soul Café and their Heart of the Valley
Gift Shop due to the pandemic’s fallout. An online fundraising
campaign has been launched on their behalf.

serve take-out meals. They
were eventually allowed to
resume indoor dining, but
had to reduce their seat
count from about 45 to 18.
Jodie asked the Barley
Mow’s manager in Almonte
if she could rent their patio
tables and chairs and was
loaned them for free, allowing her to set up outdoor
dining. But that is coming
to an end with the arrival of
colder weather.
“We’re down to take out,”
Jodie said. “Our customers are fabulous but I have
to say eggs don’t transport
that well. We’re a breakfast
and lunch place.”
Food costs have gone up,
and there are bills, the mortgage and staff wages to pay,
though just one of three employees is still working two
days a week. The gift shop
can stay open as long as the
two employees who run it
can earn enough to cover
their wages.
The restaurant now opens
at 7:30 a.m. instead of
6:30 and is now closed on
Mondays, two measures
implemented since March.
The Bowens themselves
are not earning a salary.
“We got to the point where
we were spending all of our

pension basically to prop
the restaurant up,” Jodie
said. “We needed a miracle.”
“It’s a grind. It’s an awful
lot of work. It’s an awful
lot of stress, and you really
got to wonder,” said Jim.
“You start draining bank
accounts to keep the business afloat and we have no
idea how long this is going
to be for. And it looks like it’s
going to be longer rather
than shorter.”
The fundraising campaign
is helping generate awareness about their plight.
Their lifeline has been their
regular customers.
“Because without them we
would have had to close the
doors four weeks ago. We
could not have maintained
it any longer,” said Jodie.
“We have some angels on
our side, which is a help,”
Jim said. “The government
support is doing nothing for
independent businesses or
self-employed people right
now.”
The Bowens aren’t willing
to close down, though they
are draining their retirement savings.
“I’m just not ready to give
in yet,” Jodie said. “It’s my
life. And I love what I do.”
emccracken@ottawavoice.ca

*conditions apply - limited time oﬀer

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR

EARLY FALL PROMOTION
AND STEP INTO A NEW LIFESTYLE

• Beautiful Private Accommodations
• Daily specials and à la carte menu options
• Convenient 24-hour emergency call system
• Personalized plan of care as required
• Small pets welcome

613-839-1906 • 458 Donald B. Munro Dr., Carp, ON
verveseniorliving.com
PERSONALIZED CARE • INDEPENDENT & ASSISTED LIVING
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No public Remembrance services in West Carleton
BY ERIN McCRACKEN

SUPPORTING OUR VETERANS AND
THEIR FAMILIES IN OUR COMMUNITY

By: Jim Watson, Mayor

A year ago, Council appointed Deputy Mayor Matthew Luloff as City Council’s Liaison
for Veteran and Military Issues. As a former member of the Canadian Forces having
served in Afghanistan in 2008 with the 2nd Battallion Princess Patricia’s Canadian
Light Infantry, it was clear that Councillor Luloff would be the perfect representative to
solidify the City’s important relationship with the 23,000 active service members and
more than 53,000 veterans and their families living in Ottawa.
Councillor Luloff will co-chair the newly created Veterans Task Force, responsible for
developing a culture of supporting our veterans and their families in our community.
The Task Force’s key objectives are the following:
• Championing the cause of helping veterans living in our community who are
experiencing challenges with their transition to civilian life;
• Advocating for our veterans and their family, particularly those not supported by
entities (i.e. VAC) to receive complete and appropriate health care, including case
management services and working with the Province to ensure they have access
to a family doctor on a priority basis;
• Making housing more affordable and easier to secure for veterans and their
family dealing with financial precarity. (In fact, the City is partnering with
Multifaith Housing to build approximately 40 affordable housing units for
Veterans at the Rockcliffe Air Base); and
• Enhancing 2nd career opportunities for veterans and their family.
I look forward to working with Councillor Luloff, the Task Force and our strategic
partners in the years ahead to deliver projects, facilitate access to resources and
promote opportunities for those who have served, and continue to serve our great
country. I firmly believe that the creation of this Task Force will help foster the inclusive
environment that active members, veterans and their families truly deserve.
P.S. Every year on November 11, Canadians gather around the National War Memorial
in downtown Ottawa and across the country to honour the men and women who
have sacrificed so much for the freedom we enjoy today – some giving the ultimate
sacrifice. This year, on the 75th anniversary of Armistice Day, the Royal Canadian
Legion has planned a more intimate ceremony due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The
Legion’s Poppy Campaign continues to run this year from October 30 to November 11.
Visit www.legion.ca/contact-us/find-a-branch to find poppies near you.
For more information on the Task Force and the Liaison’s role, please visit
www.ottawa.ca

Remembrance services
won’t be the same in West
Carleton this year but military personnel who have
served and continue to
serve Canada will still be
honoured.
West Carleton Branch
616 of the Royal Canadian
Legion will hold a scaleddown version of its
Remembrance ceremony
on Nov. 7 at 1 p.m.
It won’t be a public event
due to outdoor gathering
restrictions, but the branch’s
executive members will still
pay tribute. They will hold
a brief ceremony and lay
wreaths on behalf of others.
“It’s for the commemoration and the remembrance,” said branch
president George Dolan.
“All the branches are going
to be scaled down (for
Remembrance services).”
The Constance Bay event
typically brings together
war veterans, elected representatives, Arnprior and
Kanata Legion members,
military personnel, cadets,
Girl Guides, firefighters and
the public.
“Remembrance Day is a
time also to introduce to the
kids what is the significance
of Remembrance Day,” said
Bogdan Procyk, branch first
vice-chair.“It’s to remember
those that gave up their lives
to protect our sovereign.
“But we won’t be able to do
that effectively this year,”
he said. “It’s going to be a
bit of a change from that
perspective.”
Advance wreath orders
can be made through the
branch’s Facebook page, or
email bprocykcinc@gmail.
com or call 613-878-8701.
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People are invited to lay wreaths and place their poppies at
the West Carleton War Memorial in Carp on Nov. 11, though
not from 10:45 to 11:15 a.m.

to be involved in a small service that we just cannot do
it,” said Dunrobin resident
Stuart Hodge, a military veteran who was involved in
creating the West Carleton
War Memorial.
Rev. Canon Baxter Park,
minister for churches
within the Anglican Parish of
Huntley, will deliver a prayer
and say a few words that day
from 10:45 to 11:15 a.m.
West Carleton-March
Coun. Eli El-Chantiry,
Kanata-Carleton MPP
Merrilee Fullerton and
Kanata-Carleton MP Karen
McCrimmon have been invited to lay wreaths.
The small service will be live
streamed at www.facebook.
com/WCWarMemorial. A
video will also be posted.

emccracken@ottawavoice.ca

We Will
Always
Remember

Councillor
Eli El-Chantiry
West Carleton-March Ward 5

Key Tags Help Kids!
Key tags protect your keys and support
child amputees, providing them with
artificial limbs and much more.

Order yours
online – free.

CARP TRIBUTE
In Carp, the annual
Remembrance Day service
on Nov. 11 also won’t be a
public event.
“So many people wanted

That same day, but outside
of that timeframe, people
can place wreaths at the
memorial and their poppies on the statue of the soldier. They are encouraged to
stay physically distant and
wait their turn if others are
laying a wreath and to wear
face masks.

“It’s not an event this year.
We’re just trying to put
guidelines to manage it
and keep people safe,” said
Hodge.
“We’re not saying don’t go.
What we’re saying is go on
your own time and on your
own schedule and stay safe,
stay away from everyone
else,” he said. “Go and read
the names on the monument and think about them.
A lot of family names there
are very recognizable and
there’s stories behind each
one.”
Since the war memorial’s
completion in 2016 and the
inaugural service there that
year, the Remembrance
Day ceremony has drawn
4,000 to 5,000 people each
November.
“This year everything is different and we have to work
around that,” Hodge said.
“But we obviously have
to pay our respects to the
fallen.”

Nikan

1 800 250-3030 • waramps.ca

REMEMBRANCE DAY 2020

Community Voice - October 29, 2020

Legion branch crosses fingers for poppy campaign
BY ERIN McCRACKEN

It all depends on you.
The West Carleton branch
of the Royal Canadian
Legion is hoping the public
will donate generously to its
poppy campaign, Oct. 30 to
Nov. 11.
The branch usually relies
on volunteers, including
cadets and Korean War veterans, to take in donations
and distribute poppies at
tables inside some March
Road businesses.
But pandemic restrictions
mean volunteers can’t be
stationed with the tables
in Sobeys or the Metro this
year.
“It’s created some challenges for the poppy campaign, not just for us but
every branch is having some
and trying to come up with
new ideas,” said poppy chair
Bogdan Procyk.
George Dolan, branch
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West Carleton Legion branch first vice-chair Bogdan Procyk,
left, public relations officer Arleen Morrow and president
George Dolan hope people will donate to this year’s poppy
campaign, which supports veterans and cadets.

president, said poppies
and collection boxes will
also be placed at businesses
throughout West Carleton
“We’re hoping people will
still contribute,” Dolan said.
“We just get what we can.
There’s not much we can do
about it.”

"Gratitude is not only the
greatest of virtues, but the
parent of all the others."
- Sir Winston Churchill

Last year, the branch generated more than $20,000
in donations for its poppy
campaign.
The funds allow the branch
to support the Perley and
Rideau Veterans’ Health
Centre and local cadets.

Merrilee Fullerton

Kanata-Carleton MPP
www.MerrileeFullerton.ca

emccracken@ottawavoice.ca

To the Canadian heroes
who served and sacrificed,
we thank you.
REMEMBRANCE DAY 2020

Karen McCrimmon
Your Member of Parliament for Kanata—Carleton

Contact Me:
Karen.McCrimmon@parl.gc.ca
KarenMcCrimmonMP.ca

Constituency Office:
Telephone: (613) 592-3469
Address: 555 Legget Drive, Suite 121, Kanata
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News

Debut novel released by Carp-area resident
BY ERIN McCRACKEN

Check us out on FaceBook at
WestCarletonCommunityVoice

Unemployed, struggling under a mountain
of student debt and more than 4,000 kilometres away from family, Josh Cybulski had very
few options when he opened his laptop one
Saturday night.
“I was sleeping in a hallway that night at my
buddy’s place. I was just sitting there with my
computer, bored, and just kind of thinking,
‘How did I get to this point in my life?’” the
Carp-area resident said.
He began typing out his ideas for a story, not
knowing then it would become much more
than just words on a page only he would
read. The next day he learned a friend, who
was unemployed and penniless, had joined
a gang, further inspiring Cybulski’s storytelling venture.
“I was like, ‘What could make him get to
that point in his life where he feels so desperate he has to start selling drugs?’” Cybulski
said. “I always wondered, ‘Where’s his life
going to go?’”
A couple of weeks later Cybulski moved
back to the Ottawa Valley and continued
writing what would become Second Story
Work, his first self-published novel.
“It feels like I’m putting myself out there like
I never have before,” he said.
In the fictional crime novel, four friends rob
a bank, initiating a tailspin in which desperation turns to greed.
“You get a taste of that life and it just keeps
going,” said the author who has long been a
true crime fan.
“The idea of robbing banks ... has always

Erin McCracken photo

Carp-area resident Josh Cybulski recently
published his debut novel, ‘Second Story
Work.’

fascinated me. Heat was always my favourite movie,” Cybulski said of the 1995 heist
film starring Al Pacino and Robert DeNiro.
“I think it’s because of that.”
What makes someone think they can walk
into a bank and rip it off is the question that
inspires his storytelling.
“The good guys in the book are really the
bad guys,” Cybulski said of his characters.
“That’s my favourite because it tests people’s
morality. It makes people question whether
their morals are in the right place. I think
good art does that.”
PLEASE SEE NOVEL, PAGE 13

JENANDLUCY.CA
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Now Serving You From 2 Locations
Ottawa
Arnprior
2222 Carling Ave. 210 Madawaska Blvd.
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COMMUNITY

UPDATE
MIDTERM REPORT

COVID-19 RESPONSE
•

Working collaboratively with Dr. Etches and her team at Ottawa Public Health, local hospitals, and our
federal and provincial partners

•

Working to improve access to COVID-19 testing

•

Creation of an Economic Partners Task Force to provide the City with “on the ground” feedback from the
business community as the pandemic evolves

•

Implementation of a Property Tax Hardship Deferral Program and creation of a Business Reopening Toolkit

•

Opening self-isolation centres for our most vulnerable residents

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

TRANSPORTATION

PUBLIC SAFETY

•

Keep life in Ottawa affordable while investing
in essential services with a cap on taxes

•

Progress on construction of Stage 2 LRT

•

•

•

Continuing to attract major events, sporting
championships and film productions to Ottawa

Extending no-charge OC Transpo service for seniors to
include Sundays in addition to Wednesdays

Hiring new paramedics to improve response times
in all areas

•

Hiring additional community-based police officers

•

$80-million investment to improve the state of roads
across the city

•

•

Increasing cycling tourism opportunities in
rural villages

Launching the Automated Speed Enforcement
(ASE) pilot project, seeing 8 cameras installed
in Community Safety Zones to encourage safer
driving behaviours near schools

•

Breaking ground on the new Central Library

•

Supporting job-creating projects like the
Advanced Building Innovation Centre

AFFORDABLE HOUSING
AND INCLUSIVITY

ENVIRONMENT

•

Partnering with Ottawa Community Housing
and the federal government to build 700 housing
units across three sites on Gladstone Avenue

•

Partnering with Multifaith Housing to build
40 housing units for veterans at the new
Wateridge Village

•

Increasing the amount of City land available
for affordable housing along transit corridors

•

Appointing Liaisons for Veterans’ Affairs,
Gender Equity and Anti-Racism

•

Achieving gender parity on advisory committees

@JIMWATSONOTTAWA

Ottawa Tourism

JIMWATSONOTTAWA.CA

•

Investing $3 million per year in energy retrofits
to City facilities, with a seven to ten-year payback
through energy savings, for a total investment of
$12 million this term of Council

•

Growing the city’s urban tree canopy through
partnership opportunities that will see an
additional 500,000 trees planted over the term,
with an initial focus on areas impacted by the
recent tornadoes

•

Protecting Ottawa’s water environment for
future generations through the Ottawa River
Action Plan (ORAP) and the Combined Sewage
and Storage Tunnel (CSST), now fully operational

JIM.WATSON@OTTAWA.CA
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In Memoriam

Fitzroy man inducted into Order of Ottawa In Memoriam
BY ERIN McCRACKEN

BURKE, BONNIE MARILYN
(nee Peever)

Retired Insurance Broker, (McCurdy and Burke Insurance
Brokers, Richmond, Ont.) and long-time employee of the
Metropolitan Life Insurance Co. (Ottawa)
On Thursday, October 8, 2020, age 79. Proud mother of
David and Chris (Julia). Adoring grandmother to her only
grandchild, the apple of her eye, Jodi Lynn. Missed dearly
by her best friend Sweetie. Predeceased by her husband,
Vince. Also, parents Stella and Eric Peever, and her baby
sister. Remembered by sister in law Katherine, and niece
Sharon (Fred), many friends, and neighbours on the Second Line of Huntley. Mom was our family’s corner stone,
our rock. A woman who herself was incredibly proud and
strong, but also a source of strength to those of us who
loved her.
Always caring towards and supportive of her husband
and family. She worked while raising her family. Later attending night school to earn her Insurance Brokers License.
She worked alongside Dad, then cared for him, while still
running the family business, after he became ill. After Mom
retired she had more time to, and found joy in cross border
shopping, church dinners, restaurant outings with friends,
gardening, garage sale-ing, and finding a good deal, knitting, pickling, wine making, the odd trip to the slots, generally enjoying every opportunity to have a good laugh.
More importantly enjoying just being Mom, Nana and
spending time with Sweetie. Her sons and granddaughter
meant so much to her, the source of so much pride. She,
unselfishly battled, giving us two extra years to have her in
our lives. Mom still had things she wanted to do, she still
had plans, and hoped to return home, after being moved.
Now she is gone, she is at peace. She can enjoy her wellearned winter’s nap. We will carry her memory with us always. The family would find peace in knowing that others
look out for their aging or sick friends and family members,
asking that you never stop being involved in their care, and
advocate for the care, treatment and respect they deserve.
A visitation will be held at the Carp Chapel of Tubman
Funeral Homes, 115 Rivingston St, Carp on Wednesday,
October 14, 2020 from 7-9 p.m. and on Thursday, October
15, 2020 from 2-4 p.m. A funeral service will be held in the
chapel on Friday, October 16, 2020 at 1 p.m. Burial to follow at Pinecrest Remembrance Cemetery.
Due to the current COVID19 restrictions attendance is
limited and registration is required for all events, registration can be done online at www.tubmanfuneralhomes.
com/BonnieBurke, by emailing service@tubmanfuneralhomes.com or by calling 613-722-6559.
Donations appreciated to a humane society of your
choice, the Canadian Cancer Society, or the Canadian Kidney Foundation. Condolences, tributes and donations may
be made at www.tubmanfuneralhomes.com

Syd Gravel’s contagious
smile comes easier these
days.
The Fitzroy Harbour resident and 31-year Ottawa
policing veteran has been
recognized with the 2020
Order of Ottawa for devoting his life to the well-being of others, particularly
for his work in post-trauma
peer support.
“It’s very exciting,” he said
in the days following the
Oct. 15 announcement.
Gravel’s phone was buzzing non-stop that day
with congratulatory messages, including a call from
Ottawa Police Chief Peter
Sloly, a member of the
Order of Ottawa selection
committee.
“Who would have ever
known we’d get this far in
creating change?” Gravel
told him.
But he also said so much
more needs to be done.
“If the Order of Ottawa

keeps it going, all the power
to it,” he said of the civic
award, which recognizes
exceptional residents who
have made a significant
contribution in a professional capacity.
There was a time when
Gravel refused to speak
about his own trauma and
pain. Today, he embraces
the opportunity.
“It’s enjoyable because I
know I’m making a difference to somebody,” the
trainer, author and advisor said.
In the months after he
fatally shot an unarmed
suspect in 1987, Gravel
struggled with post-traumatic stress disorder on
the job at the Ottawa Police
Service and at home he
withdrew and shut down.
“I was really hit hard,” he
recalled.
His wife, Judy, took him
to see a psychologist, who
suggested he also meet
with others who could
relate.

In Memoriam

STYLES,

CARL WILLIAM

January 1931- October 9, 2020
Carl was born in 1931 on a farm near Morrisburg.
Memories of his life there, forever brought him joy.
He often spoke so lovingly of his family and their
farm life. He was the son of Hattie Barkley and
Murray Styles, a sibling to the late James Styles
(Ruth) and Mary Robertson (Don) and is survived
by Edward Styles (Betty) and Eleanor Allison. He
married Joyce Smirle (deceased 1985) in 1956 and they became parents to Debbie (Tom Guindon)
and Shelley (Phillip Tuba). Carl subsequently married Mary Weber (deceased 2009) and became a step
father to David Mackay (Lauren) and Chris Mackay (Jen). Carl is also survived by 12 grandchildren, 7
great grandchildren and many nieces and nephews.
Dad was a natural athlete and leader. In high school he played football, hockey, and baseball and
was elected head of his student council. He held leadership roles at his Anglican church and the Masonic
Lodge. He was proud of his 37 year career with Ontario Hydro where he was a forester for many years
and later held numerous management roles. He had a love of adventure which included extensive
travel, skiing and flying.
He was a family man first and foremost and a friend to many. He was known as a dog whisperer
and was devoted to 4 very lucky German Shepherds over the years as well as all of their neighbourhood
friends, who he included in daily pack walks.
He will be remembered for his kindness, integrity, compassion, generosity and sense of humour (a
consummate prankster). He loved his guitar and played it often until the very end. He was a man of
incredible strength, resiliency and faith.
His legacy will continue through his children and grandchildren, nieces and nephews who have been
profoundly impacted by his love and example. Forever in our hearts.
A family funeral will be held at a date to be determined. The family requests that donations in his
memory be made to the Almonte Fairview Manor, a home that provided dad and our family with
exemplary care, governed by integrity and compassion.
https://almontehospitalfoundation.com/gifts-at-work/secure-donation-form/
Condolences, tributes and donations may be made at www.tubmanfuneralhomes.com

VINCENT,

Within months, Gravel
became a founding father
of Robin’s Blue Circle, an informal peer support group
for officers involved in fatal
or near fatal incidents.
Passed away peacefully at Ruddy-Shenkman Hospice
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shop that today is delivered
by a team of professionals,
including Gravel and his
writing and speaking partner, retired staff-sergeant
Brad McKay, who had also
endured a fatal shooting.

JOHN ANTHONY

Your Community
Your Voice

PLEASE SEE ORDER, PAGE 13

In Memoriam

VINCENT,
JOHN ANTHONY

Passed away peacefully at Ruddy-Shenkman Hospice on
Monday, October 19th, 2020 in his 74th year. Beloved son
of Doreen and the late Anthony Vincent. Loving husband of
Barbara (nee Scott). Dear father of Michael (Amy Pitre) and
David (Sandi). Proud grandfather of Steven, James, Katie,
Lexi and Kordell. Survived by a sister Susan Burgon and niece
Joannah Burgon. Also missed by his pet family – Kimi, Kodi,
Archie and Bonnie.
In keeping with John’s wishes, cremation has taken place.
A Celebration of Life will take place at a later date. In
remembrance of John, those wishing may make a donation
to the Humane Society or Ruddy-Shenkman Hospice. Special
thanks to all the staff at Ruddy-Shenkman for the care and
support given to John.
Condolences, tributes and donations may be made at www.
tubmanfuneralhomes.com

News
>> ORDER, FROM PAGE 12
He and McKay co-authored the 2016 book Walk
the Talk, and they will release Slay the Toxic Dragon
next spring.
Peer support and trauma
management are being
embraced like never
before.
“It was such a struggle for
30 years to get to that point
where people are starting
to talk about it,” Gravel
said. “It’s only over the last
three years that it’s really
exploded.”
He and his team now consult globally. This allowed
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Fitzroy Harbour’s Syd Gravel
has been recognized for
devoting his life to the wellbeing of others.

them to recently virtually
meet Prince William, a
mental-health advocate.
For Gravel, it’s about giving others hope.
At the darkest point in his
life, he nearly gave up his
career.
“The biggest thing people
would ask me was why do
I smile so much at work,”
he said. “I said because if
I don’t smile somebody
might not think that there’s
any hope for them if they
know my story.”
“And for years he didn’t
smile,” Judy said. “It took a
long time.”
emccracken@ottawavoice.ca
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>> NOVEL, FROM PAGE 10
There are references in the book to
Renfrew where the author grew up until
he was 18 before he enrolled in film school
in Thunder Bay.
After graduation, he and two friends
headed to Vancouver in 2008, the same
year the film industry took a nosedive
amid the U.S. economic recession.
Their initial path west is echoed in the
pages of the book. But that’s where the
real-life similarities end.
A lot has happened since Cybulski returned home to the Ottawa Valley.
He met his future wife, has two children
and enjoys a career in corporate training.
He is also the Oldies 107.7 FM radio playby-play announcer for Arnprior Packers
hockey games.

His novel has been a 12-year effort, and
he already misses writing about his main
characters.
“These are my babies,” Cybulski said.
“I think for an author who’s doing this in
their fifth or sixth book, it probably gets a
lot easier.
“But for this being my first book and how
long it actually took to get it out into the
world I definitely feel like I’m sending my
kids to college.”
He has already completed the first drafts
of his second and third crime novels and
hopes his second book will be published
in the next two years.
To order Second Story Work as a paperback or ebook, visit amazon.ca and search
for Second StoryWork or contact Cybulski
at facebook.com/jfactor12.
emccracken@ottawavoice.ca

COMMUNITY BUSINESS DIRECTORY - 613-458-6423 X101
PLUMBING

PAINTING

BELL PLUMBING

TREE SERVICES

STUMP REMOVAL
Small Renos • Trim Install • Handyman • Spray painting • Small Repairs

613-836-2736
Ottawa Valley Masonry

MASONRY

JUNK REMOVAL

TREE SERVICES
• Junk & Clutter Removal
• Estate & Moving Cleanouts
• Fences & Decks Torn Down
• Construction & Reno Debris
• Lawn & Garden Waste, Trees Cut
• Small Shed & Building Demolition

s
Specializing in Masonry Repair

• Chimneys
• Window Sills
• Repointing

• Brick Replacement
• Steps
• Parging

EXCELLENT SERVICE

Free quote call Byron @
WATER

CHEAP RATES • NO-NONSENSE
ALWAYS AVAILABLE

613-720-6695

WE’RE THERE FOR YOU WHEN YOUR WATER BREAKS
 Plumbing
 Water Treatment
 Softeners
 U.V. Sterilizers
 Water Pumps
 Wells & Extensions

Commercial or Residential
thewaterdoctor.ca • 613-880-0587
DECKS & FENCES

FENCES & DECKS
Sales•Installation•Repairs

to All Types And Sizes of
Fences•Decks•Railings•Interlock•Landscaping

info@diamondview.ca or 613 227 8608
2510 Old Second Line Rd Kanata

Stump Removal By Grinding
Machine Will Fit Through A 36 Inch Gate
Insured, Free Quotes, Professional Service
Call or Text 613-556-0212
www.beechgroveforestry.com

• Residential Installations and Repairs • Licensed and Insured
• Renovations • Custom Homes • Servicing the Area Since 1978

613-899-7269

WATER

Tree Removal • Tree Trimming • Stump Removal
Storm Damage Cleanup • Fully Insured

www.mrchipper.ca • 613 897 2447

FIREWOOD

•Water Softeners
•Iron/Sulphur Filters
•UV Systems
•Reverse Osmosis

•Pumps & Pressure Systems
•MOE Licensed Well Technicians
•30 YEARS IN BUSINESS
•FULLY INSURED

613-256-5129 • 3331 March Road, Carp
tcwater@tcwater.ca

APPLIANCE REPAIR

FIREWOOD
Dry firewood for sale
All hardwood

613-839-5739
GRAPHIC AND WEB DESIGN

Mike Cloutier’s
Reliable Appliance Repair
Repairs to most makes
and models of appliances

613-277-0107

visit my website at www.mikesapplianceservices.com
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Web Design • Graphic Design

PAUL SWINWOOD
DESIGN
paulswinwooddesign.com
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Kinburn sisters come to dad’s rescue
BY ERIN McCRACKEN

Makayla and Skylar Szaraz
never dreamed of becoming heroes before coming
to their dad’s rescue.
Ryan Szaraz was in the side
yard at the family’s Kinburnarea home the morning of
Oct. 17 using his chainsaw
to cut up a large felled ash
tree into firewood.
He’d already cut a few logs
when he sawed through
another section, freeing
the tree from where it was
propped up and leaning
against another tree.
“It started rolling towards
me so I started backing up
and then I tripped on a bit
of a hill and the tree basically
rolled onto my abdomen,”
Ryan said.“I could not move.
I thought that’s where my life
was going to end.
“It was like someone

sitting on my stomach. I felt
like I was cemented to the
ground.”
He unsuccessfully tried to
cut his way free of the heavy
tree. His breathing became
more laboured and he was
groaning, drawing the attention of his eldest daughter, Makayla, 11, who’d just
stepped into the backyard
with her sketchpad.
She climbed over the backyard fence to investigate.
“I honestly thought he had
chopped off one of his limbs
or something,” Makayla
said.
She began screaming for
her mom, who was in the
house.
“I knew it wasn’t good so I
went running out,” said Jenn
Griffin Szaraz. “She told me
daddy was pinned under a
tree.”
The couple’s nine-year-old

daughter, Skylar, was in the
kitchen and heard her sister
scream. She went to a window to look outside.
“I saw my dad pinned
under a tree and Makayla
and mommy covering their
mouths,” said Skylar.
She grabbed her mom’s
cellphone in the kitchen and
called 911. She asked for an
ambulance and provided
her address.
“I’ve never had to call 911
but (mom’s) really told us
what the number is over
and over since we were like
three,” Makayla said.
“I was so traumatized I almost forgot the number,”
Skylar added.
Meanwhile, Makayla had
raced off through the trees
to the next-door neighbours’
house.
“They said they knew
something was wrong

NOTICE

NOTICE

ST. GEORGE’S ANGLICAN
CEMETERY

ST. GEORGE’S ANGLICAN
CEMETERY

St. George’s Anglican Cemetery has submitted plans to alter this
cemetery to the Registrar of the Funeral, Burial, and Cremation
Services Act, 2002. Any interested parties may contact St. George’s
Anglican Church Office at Tel: (613) 623-3882 for information, or
to make copies.

St. George’s Anglican Cemetery has submitted by-laws to the Registrar
of the Funeral, Burial, and Cremation Services Act, 2002. Any interested
parties may contact St. George’s Anglican Church Office at Tel: (613) 6233882 for information, or to make copies. By-laws or amendments may be
reviewed or copied at St. George’s Anglican Church, 192 Shirreff Street,
Fitzroy Harbour, ON K0A 1X0.

These plans are subject to the approval of the
Registrar, Funeral, Burial, and Cremation Services Act, 2002.
Telephone: Bereavement Authority of Ontario
647-483-2645 or 1-844-493-6356

These by-laws are subject to the approval of the
Registrar, Funeral, Burial, and Cremation Services Act, 2002.
Telephone: Bereavement Authority of Ontario
647-483-2645 or 1-844-493-6356

Erin McCracken photo

As Jenn Griffin Szaraz tended to her husband, Ryan Szaraz, who lay pinned beneath a section
of this felled ash tree at their Kinburn-area home, their daughters sprang, unprompted, into
action. Makayla, 11, ran to a neighbour’s house and nine-year-old Skylar called 911.

because of the way she was
hitting the door, so they
came very quickly,” Ryan
said.
Makayla returned and met
her sister at the front door of
their home. Skylar passed
the phone to Makayla, who
continued to update the dispatcher. Skylar then headed
off across the street to ask another neighbour for help.
Meanwhile, Jenn unsuccessfully tried to cut the tree
away from her husband.
“As I was sawing I thought
we really need to call 911 but
I can’t leave this and we really
need more help but I can’t
get it, so those two were just
on it. It was awesome,” she
said of her daughters.
“Neither of them were
prompted to do anything,”
said Ryan. “They just did it,
which was the best part.”
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$429,900

1032 Log Cabin Ln
$750,000

3196 Barlow Cr

Neighbours arrived and
tried to lift and cut the tree.
The two men changed tactics and used a branch to
pry up the fallen tree just
high enough so Ryan could
slide out.
It’s estimated he’d been
trapped for 15 to 20 minutes.
Police arrived first, followed by Carp firefighters
and paramedics.
Ryan feels incredibly fortunate he only suffered minor
bruising and some numbness down the sides of his
legs.
“If it landed one foot higher
it would have probably
crushed my ribs,” he said.
“It was the luckiest thing
that you could probably ever
imagine.”
Ryan said he knows his
way around a chainsaw and
has cut trees since he was a

teenager.
“It was mostly bad luck,”
he said of the way he tripped
and was pinned.
“And then good luck,”
Makayla quickly added.
“There’s always something to learn,” said Ryan.
“Obviously, don’t do that
without someone being
outside with you.”
Ryan and Jenn are beyond
proud of their daughters’
ability to quickly think and
act during such a traumatic experience without
direction.
“There’s lots of what could
have happened,” said Jenn.
“There’s so much good
news out of it,” Ryan said.
“It didn’t seem like it at the
time, but it sure worked out
pretty nice. Between these
kids, what they did.”
emccracken@ottawavoice.ca
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>> AIRPORT, FROM PAGE 1
The current agreement prevents this, said
Wildeboer.
“There are some obstacles
in maintaining the airport,
such as the financing,” he
said. “If some of these restrictions are lifted there
can be more energy and
more availability to do more
things. And I think that will
all be good for the local area.”
West Capital is asking the
city to give up its“watchdog”
role and three remaining repurchasing options, which
include the ability to buy
back the core of the airport
property at a“nominal” cost
for $1 to $10 if the company is
in default of the agreement.
The city also has the power
to repurchase 220 acres in
the southwest section and
51.5 acres of industrial land
for a total of $592,000.
Wildeboer says his vision
is for the airport to continue
to be an economic driver in
the area with the development of a draft-approved
329-home subdivision and
an industrial park.
To date, the company says
it has invested $24.6 million
in airport infrastructure.
He also says tenants are not
kept in the dark and that an
airport advisory committee
of city and airport staff, and
tenant and neighbouring
community reps meet annually to approve the facility’s budget. Tenant reps are
obliged to share that information with other tenants,
said Wildeboer.
“We’ve been extremely
transparent,” he said. “And
we’ll continue to be.”
The city’s real estate

department says the nature
of the complaints it has received about West Capital’s
airport operations have not
violated the agreement.
“They have maintained
their operations and met
the requirements with
Transport Canada in order
to continue to operate,”
Derrick Moodie, director
of the city’s corporate real
estate office, told the city’s
finance and economic development committee earlier this month.

“If the city doesn’t
want to put teeth
in (the agreement)
then why did all the
effort go into this?”
-Dave McIver, tenant
West Carleton-March
Coun. Eli El-Chantiry asked
staff during that meeting to
include tenants in the renegotiation process, and suggested a third party be hired
to assist with renegotiations.
“I know the city is not operating the airport but surely
to god we have conditions
there,” he said.“Where is the
city’s stick on this matter to
be able to force the operator to operate in good faith
and keep the operation up
(satisfactorily)?”
McIver says there is more
to the agreement than operating to Transport Canada
standards.
“If the city doesn’t want to
put teeth in (the agreement)
then why did all the effort go
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into this? Why did they go
through all this process just
to have the developer take
over anyways?” he said.
But Moodie says staff can
do little to influence “who’s
going to be the owner or
operator of this airport”
because the city no longer
owns the airport.
Finance committee chair
Mayor Jim Watson echoed
this.
“So it’s you pay the piper,
you call the tune. We can’t
call the tune on it. Staff have
undertaken to do their best
to use their persuasion,”
he told El-Chantiry. “At the
end of the day you’re not
interested in buying back
the airport so we can make
these decisions. And I’m not
interested.We don’t have the
money to do that.”
But Briggs said it doesn’t
make sense the city tied
conditions to the airport
sale yet can’t influence
what happens to the property because it is no longer
the owner.
“That’s where the city
is coping out,” he said.
“Disappointing would be
the very first understated
term that I would use. Our
city is essentially trying to
take a complete hands-off
process in enforcing a set of
rules that they drafted.”
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While McIver says he understands the city is facing
budget pressures, there is a
way around that in order to
preserve the airport.
West Capital has said it will
continue airport operations

for at least 20 years, which
McIver says isn’t a long time.
His tenant group wants
the city to exercise its rights
to buy back the airport and,
in turn, sell it to them for the
same price.

Spend
this Winter
Together
with Us

“I get it. They don’t want to
buy the airport,” he said. “It
doesn’t mean they can’t have
somebody else step in that
has the funding that wants
to do it.”
emccracken@ottawavoice.ca

SAFELY ACCEPTING
NEW RESIDENTS

Starting at just

$75/day
It might be cold outside but it's warm and
friendly inside at Wildpine Residence.
Beautifully furnished private
accommodations with accessible
bathrooms
Complimentary cable,
telephone, and WIFI
Three delicious home-cooked
meals daily with snacks throughout
the day in the cafe
Weekly housekeeping

15

Daily, weekly and monthly social events
Fitness and wellness programs
Emergency call system with onsite
caring support staff 24/7
Monthly vital monitoring and
wellness check-in
Assisted & supportive services
also available
Medication Administration Included

Your retirement options are endless,
but your choice is easy.
613.831.8111
10 Wildpine Ct, Stittsville, ON K2S 1C6
marketing@wildpineresidence.ca
www.wildpineresidence.ca
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HAZELDEAN
GARDENS
IS MY
BUBBLE!
Says Joan Lockyer,
resident of Hazeldean Gardens
As a result of COVID-19 and the coming flu season, many
seniors are especially concerned about their health and
exposure to infection. Whether it’s the need to shop for
groceries, or any of the other errands that are a necessary
part of daily life, there is a concern for personal safety
when they have to venture outside their home.
Hazeldean Gardens provides a secure alternative where
seniors can enjoy the comforts of home without having
to leave their new home. Potential feelings of isolation
can also be avoided because there is always something
interesting to do, and to socialize with others of similar
age and interests.
Last, but not least, there is freedom from daily chores
such as meal preparation, housekeeping, laundry,
maintenance, etc.

Call 613-903-6949

to schedule a tour, or if you would like more information.
Be sure to ask about our special limited time move-in
allowance valued at $10,000.

The Ottawa area’s premier
retirement residence located
nearby in the heart of Stittsville
HAZELDEAN GARDENS RETIREMENT RESIDENCE
6130 Hazeldean Road, Stittsville K2S 2M2
www.hazeldeangardens.ca

