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‘Hard to forget’: Woodlawn’s Tom
Vance answered the call to serve
BY ERIN McCRACKEN

PAYING TRIBUTE

Erin McCracken photos

Paul Watters, representing the Almonte Legion branch, and Arlene Morrow, representing
the West Carleton Legion branch, participated in the Colour Party march during a
Remembrance service in Constance Bay on Nov. 7.

West Carleton Legion branch president Kanata-Carleton MP Karen McCrimmon
George Dolan, left, listens as Constance Bay and West Carleton-March Coun. Eli
resident Paul Graveline sings the anthem.
El-Chantiry attended the ceremony.

Tom Vance was just a teenager when his
friends, one after the other, went off to war.
His friend Billy Anderson, of Woodlawn,
enlisted and became a Spitfire pilot. He also
drove Ken Lett, of Carp, to a recruiting centre
to enlist in the air force.
“The call to go in the air force was getting
louder and louder,” said Vance, now 98
years old. He grew up in Kinburn and later
Woodlawn, where his father owned Vance’s
General Store. He also enjoyed summers at
his family’s cottage in MacLaren’s Landing.
At just 19 he left behind his girlfriend Edna,
his mom, dad and kid brother, Bob, and his
trucking business. He headed for a nineweek course in Hamilton to upgrade his
education before going off to basic training
in Toronto.
Vance then trained in Goderich, Ont. on
Tiger Moth airplanes, and transferred to
Aylmer, Ont. where he earned his wings and
his officer’s commission in April 1943.
Photo courtesy of David and Wendy Vance
He was in Halifax two weeks later waiting
Tom Vance, centre, is pictured here with his for a troop ship. After a lengthy wait for a ship
mother Mabel and his father Robert (Bob and a six-day Atlantic crossing, he arrived in
Sr.) outside St. Thomas Church in Woodlawn Liverpool, England in June.
before going to Halifax to catch a troop ship
destined for England in 1943.

PLEASE SEE SPITFIRE, PAGE 8
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Drive-through Santa Claus
parade coming to Carp
BY ERIN McCRACKEN

Carp’s Christmas parade
tradition will continue this
year but in a very different
format.
The Huntley Community
Association and the Carp
Agricultural Society are
teaming up to host a drivethrough version of the village’s 11th annual Santa
Claus parade. This time,

spectators will do the
driving instead of parade
participants.
“Due to COVID we’ve had
to cancel a lot of events so
we’re trying to make the
Christmas season what we
can with having the parade
as a drive-through,” said
organizer Annie Craig. “It’s
trying to bring the spirit in
during these crazy times that
we’re living.”

Stuart

BOOKKEEPING & TAX SERVICES
ACCOUNTING FOR SMALL/MEDIUM SIZE BUSINESSES

Over 25 years experience.
Annie Stuart - 613.832.8012
820 Bayview Dr., Woodlawn
annie@stuartbookkeeping.com

WINTER
STAYS
AVAILABLE

News
This will also be Carp’s first
night time parade and efforts are underway to light
up the fairgrounds and the
village to add to the festive
atmosphere. Music will also
be playing on the grounds.
Planning got underway
when Neil Falls, a Carp
Agricultural Society director, called Craig to see if
the Huntley Community
Association was still having
its annual parade.
Craig, one of the founding organizers of the parade
during her time with the association, connected with
association director Peter
Green and learned the traditional parade wasn’t going
ahead.
The association and the society then got behind Falls’
idea for a drive-through
parade, inspired by a similar event in the Maritimes.
A parade committee of 15
people formed, including
Craig and three of Carp’s
original parade founders:
Pat Ross, Evelyn James and
Sandra Wallace.

Erin McCracken photo

Laurie Dillon, left, with the Carp Agricultural Society, Peter
Green, with the Huntley Community Association, and the
society’s Annie Craig and Neil Falls are preparing for a drivethrough Santa Claus parade at the fairgrounds Dec. 12.

“(Falls) knows that I like
tradition,” said Craig, a director with the agricultural
society. “And I did not want
to see the parade cancelled
due to COVID this year. I’m
super excited that the Carp
Agricultural Society and the
HCA are able to put on this
event.”
Creativity has been a

necessity this year.
“I’m a strong believer that
when you do think outside
the box you can make anything happen,” she said.
Floats have already been
registered by the Huntley
Community Association, the
Carp Agricultural Society,
Landstorm Contracting,
Ken White Construction,

West Carleton firefighters
and Santa and Mrs. Claus.
“Santa is coming to Carp,”
Craig confirmed. “So it’ll be
pretty exciting.”
Spectators can drive
through the Carp fairgrounds Saturday, Dec. 12
from 7 to 9 p.m. to see the
static floats. Motorists enter
off Carp Road near the W.
Erskine Johnston Arena
and exit near the curling rink
onto Langstaff Drive.
Admission will be by monetary or gift card donations
for West Carleton Food
Access Centre clients. Nonperishable food donations
will also be accepted.
Ten people are currently allowed to be with each static
float. Extra floats are available for local Scout and Girl
Guide groups and youth
sports groups. All float participants must wear masks.
To enter a decorated float
free of charge or to volunteer, email Annie Craig
at annie@gadar.ca or call
613-558-8286.
emccracken@ottawavoice.ca

The Ottawa area’s premier
retirement residence
located nearby in the
heart of Stittsville

For more information, or to schedule
a tour, please call 613-903-6949

HAZELDEAN GARDENS RETIREMENT RESIDENCE
6130 Hazeldean Road, Stittsville K2S 2M2
www.hazeldeangardens.ca
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Merrilee
Fullerton
Member of Provincial Parliament
Kanata-Carleton

Highlights of the 2020 Ontario Budget
On November 5th the Ontario Finance Minister delivered a
Provincial Budget with a plan to help Ontarians get through the
pandemic and re-energize the economy. It is a plan to provide
more resources to strengthen frontline health care, support
people and employers, and lay the groundwork for Ontario’s
recovery.
The Government is spending on programs that protect
Ontarians through the pandemic. COVID-19 related spending
to date has been $33.5 billion and the Ontario Government
plans to spend a total of $45 billion over three years. Education,
health care and children’s and social services sector spending
are up. In the next two ﬁscal years, deﬁcits will total $33 billion
and $28 billion. The current levels of government spending
are neither sustainable nor desirable over the long-run. But
as the global pandemic continues around the world, they are
necessary.
Health care is the largest planned expenditure with $8.9
billion in COVID-19 related costs, and an additional $8.3
billion in health services on top of the existing $64.6-billion
Provincial health budget. Part of this funding is an investment
in Ontario’s hospitals to support additional costs of COVID-19,
including testing, assessment centres, laboratory and medical
equipment, and PPE.
To protect loved ones in long-term care from a second
wave of COVID-19, the Ontario Government is providing
over $500 million for necessary renovations and measures
to improve infection prevention and control, purchase more
personal protective equipment (PPE), and build the health care
workforce. The Government is addressing long-standing issues
in the system, to protect Ontario’s most vulnerable people.
The 2020 Budget also details $13.5 billion in direct support
for families, workers and employers, in addition to the $11.3
billion in cash ﬂow support. For families, there will be another
$200 per child and $250 per child with special needs payments
to help cover education costs during COVID-19. There is a new
25 per cent tax credit to help seniors pay for improvements to
keep them safe in their homes longer.
For the business community, the Government will foster a
stable environment to ensure the provincial economy recovers
as quickly as possible. Businesses will see a series of rebates and
cuts designed to deal with soaring hydro rates and property
tax issues. There will also be programs aimed at supporting
small- and medium-sized businesses. One speciﬁc investment is
more than $1 billion towards improved broadband and mobile
service for areas with poor service – something that will help
West Carleton businesses.
The Ontario Government is committed to being transparent
and accountable. With the budget document, you can read
about the responsible ﬁnancial approach taken to overcome the
heath and economic challenges of COVID-19. Please access the
document from my MPP website.
240 Michael Cowpland Dr. Suite 100 Kanata, ON K2M 1P6
613-599-3000 • merrilee.fullerton@pc.ola.org
www.merrileefullerton.ca
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Police investigate suspected
kidnapping attempt in South March
Ottawa police are investigating a suspicious incident
of a male attempting to lure
children into his vehicle in
South March.
Two children were approached by a man as they
were leaving a park near
March Road at Second Line
Road on Nov. 6 around 3:40
p.m. , according to police.
“He attempted to pull one
of the children into the van
but got scared away,” police

said on social media Nov.
7. “He left the children unharmed and drove off.”
He is described as Middle
Eastern, 50 to 60 years old
with dark hair that was greying on the sides. His long
white SUV has a broken
mirror and a peeling licence
plate.
Anyone with information
is asked to call police at 613236-1222, ext. 5944.
emccracken@ottawavoice.ca

Two West Carleton high school students
diagnosed with COVID
BY ERIN McCRACKEN

Two students from West
Carleton Secondary School
tested positive for COVID-19.
The diagnoses were announced in two back-toback emails that principal
Shannon Adams sent home
Oct. 26.
He said the case announced
in the morning was the first
COVID diagnosis at the
school on Dunrobin Road.
“We have been working
closely with OPH (Ottawa
Public Health) to help with
their contact-tracing efforts
and to ensure the safety of all
our students and staff,” he
wrote. “Staff and students
deemed high-risk contacts

by OPH have already been
contacted and advised.”
The two confirmed student
cases were not related, said
Darcy Knoll, spokesperson
for the Ottawa-Carleton
District School Board.
“The school team has
worked closely with Ottawa
Public Health to notify the
community and identify
and reach anyone identified
as a high-risk contact,” Knoll
said.“Students who were not
identified as high-risk contacts can go to school. They
do not need to self-isolate or
get tested.”
The diagnoses did not lead
to cohort, class or school
closures.
emccracken@ottawavoice.ca

Photo courtesy of OLG

Retired Carp farmer Carole Ittermann is $250,000 richer
after winning the top prize in an Instant Double Diamond
scratch lottery game. She plans to wait before spending some
of her winnings. “We will put it in the bank until we can visit
more of the world,” she said in a statement. The ticket was
purchased at the Petro Canada on Terry Fox Drive in Kanata.

ELI
EL-CHANTIRY
Councillor

West Carleton - March
Ward 5

DRAFT BUDGET 2021
The City’s draft budget for 2021 was tabled at last week’s City Council meeting.
It invests in services while keeping us moving forward in the face of COVID. The
budget limits the municipal property tax increase to 3%, which amounts to an
extra $115 for average urban homeowners and $88 for average rural homeowners. Here is what’s earmarked for Ward 5:
• $2.3 million to construct 43 drainage culverts
• $2 million to upgrade the Carp wastewater pumping station
• $1.6 million to repave Thomas A. Dolan Parkway between Dunrobin & Sixth
Line Roads
• $700,000 to preserve pavement on:
� Canon Smith Drive between Willola Beach Road & Timber Lane
� David Manchester Road between Northshire Drive & Richardson
Side Road
� John Shaw Road between Rabbit Path & Kinburn Side Road
� Spruce Ridge Road between Pine Brook Lane & McGee Side Road
� Terry Fox Drive between Richardson Side & Old Second Line Roads
• $640,000 to design 21 drainage culverts
• $515,000 to renew the Old Second Line Road bridge north of Murphy Side
Road
• $360,000 to upgrade Grainger Park Road near Upper Dwyer Hill Road
• $185,000 to renew the bridge over Woodkilton Road north of Kinburn Side
Road
• $150,000 to treat the surface of Acorn Cres. between Allbirch Road &
Resthaven Ave.
• $135,000 to build sidewalks on:
� Fitzroy Street between Harbour Street & Old Ship Road
� Harbour Street between Nicholson Street & Crossland Drive
• 1.3 million to improve the intersection at March Road near Maxwell Bridge
Road
• $650,000 to renew facilities, including:
� $175,000 to replace play structures & equipment at the Egbert
Reitsma Parkette
� $160,000 to replace play equipment at Greenbriar Park
� $65,000 to replace the rink scoreboard at W. Erskine Johnston Arena
• $100,000 to be used at the discretion of the Councillor to enhance
recreation or park facilities
The proposed budget will be considered by various committees in the coming
weeks, then adopted by Council on December 9. Here’s how to have your say:
• Register as a public delegation to make a five-minute presentation at
a budget review meeting of any committee, board or commission. Visit
ottawa.ca/budget for meeting dates
• Contact me at eli.el-chantiry@ottawa.ca
• Tweet @ottawacity using the hashtag #ottbudget
• Call 3-1-1 / 613-580-2400
City Hall - 613-580-2475
Ward Office - 613-580-2424 Ext. 32246
eli.el-chantiry@ottawa.ca
www.eliel-chantiry.ca
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EDITORIAL

Too much, too little, just right?
Is a proposed three percent
hike for 2021 too much, too
little or just about right?
Yes. And no, according to
residents who responded to a
budget survey crafted by westend councillors.
Confused? Albeit unscientific, the results of the questionnaire tells us almost half
(49 per cent) of respondents
think municipal taxes are too
high.
But hang on a second. In
the next breath, two-thirds of
west-end residents indicate a
hike at or near inflation is OK
by them.
It’s the conundrum that
councillors face every year at
this time.
They are damned if they do
and damned if they don’t.
The argument to move the
bar at or near the rate of inflation has won the day for a
decade in the Jim Watson era
post ‘zero means zero’.
Even a fiscal hawk like

A bird in the house
on top of the boxed Christmas
decorations in the basement,
meowing and leaping, knocking garlands and ornaments to
the floor in an attempt to reach
the ceiling.
Junior, feeling agile, managed
to launch himself up and onto
the ductwork.
I don’t know how much weight
that stuff can hold so I shooed
him back down. The object of
their interest was making a fair
amount of noise in the tin and
Your
BY DIANA FISHER
causing a great deal of feline
excitement.
The cats told me there was
I told my husband I susYour Community Newspaper
something in the ductwork.
pected something was trapped
The three of them were sitting in the ductwork, again. It has

happened at least three times
before.
Following the noise, I pulled the
end off the pipe and the bird flew
out to sit on a pair of cross-country skis braced over the rafters.
As usual the Farmer was no help
whatsoever. He came downstairs, grabbed a broom and
started waving it at her.
“What exactly is that supposed to accomplish??” I asked,
exasperated.
I directed him to stand back,
as I turned out the lights and
climbed up onto the shelving to
reach the basement window.
As the only source of light it was
KANATA
an obvious
exit if she could reach
WESTcats
CARLETON
it before the
did.
She did.OTTAWA SOUTH
“Now will you get someone to
climb the roof and fix the screen
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Kanata South Coun. Allan
Hubley has seemingly seen
the light.
After arriving around the
council table a decade ago to
get perceived overspending
under control he has come
over to the dark side with
the progressives who believe
freezing taxes or, horror, putting some of your money back
in your pocket is tantamount
to treason.
“If you go to zero or to a negative increase then you’re talking about taking things off the
table. You’re talking about reducing services,” Hubley said.
You can’t talk about sharpening the proverbial pencil
and not be prepared to use
the eraser at the other end,
however.
If not in a pandemic year with
a transit company bleeding $4
million a week with trains and
buses travelling near empty
all over the city, then when?
Where is the call to reduce

on that chimney?”
My husband doesn’t do roof
climbing. He is not fond of
heights. So we have a few spots
that need attention before winter, if we don’t want to welcome
other wild house guests.
Some people say it is good
luck to have a bird in the house.
Others say it means a change is
going to come. Still others believe it is a bad omen, or a sign
that death is coming.
It certainly has been a sign
of death coming to the birds,
anyway.
This one was lucky that I was
home to hear her in the inner
workings of the ducts. Others
have not been so lucky. I’m just
glad it was a bird and not a squirrel. Those things freak me out.
But wait – I looked it up and

routes and frequency of
buses? And there’s the headscratcher of no steep decline
in overtime costs at the bus
company.
Also, why have there been no
layoffs with ridership at 30 per
cent of historic norms.
Just last week the public
learned the city’s private sector partners at Lansdowne are
looking for a bailout.
If there’s money in the kitty
for this, where’s the compensation for hundreds of businesses who have already
closed their doors and those
on the brink in Stittsville,
Richmond, Kanata and West
Carleton, for example.
Over the next month, councillors will be doing a deep
dive into the numbers.
Will there be anyone brave
enough around that council
table to ask the tough questions or will they all stay silent while the draft budget
gets rubber-stamped?

apparently a squirrel in the
house OR ON YOUR BED is a sign
that you should let go of useless
thoughts and forge ahead with
your plans.
A squirrel ATTACK is a sign that
you will soon be blessed with
luxury and a special relationship.
I don’t know about you but I
don’t think having wild rodents
in your home is an attractive
quality in a person.
Occasionally I hear a squirrel
or some other little beast in the
attic. We tried putting a live trap
up there but they didn’t bite.
We had better get a handle on
this situation before winter. The
last thing I need is some animal
giving birth to an entire litter of
critters between the walls of our
house.
dianafisher1@gmail.com
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Letters & News

>> Letters
Re: Langstaff development proposed for Carp
The proposed Inverness
development at 147
Langstaff will do much
to negatively impact our
village.
The Carp Community
Design Plan is a planning
document “to reflect the
vision of the village that
Carp residents hold.” Its
objective is “to ensure that
development respects and
contributes to the village’s
rural character.”
Supporters of the development might put aside
its negative impact on
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village traffic. The applicant’s study conducted in
mid-August 2019 suggests
the development will generate 162 person trips per
hour in the afternoon on
the already congested confluence of the school and
medical centre.
Supporters might put
aside concerns that this
is a purely rental community of up to 400 new village residents in 193 units.
This density may not
trouble them even though
it goes against local zoning.
They might be able to
look past the fact this development will provide
none of the affordable
housing that is a specific
goal of the CDP.

The developer is in fact
quoted as saying “the price
is going to push out a lot of
people.”
Supporters might be able
to overlook the undersized
park that is proposed, even
when this specific natural
area was so loved by the
community that a Buy the
Village Green plan raised
over $200,000.
But we just CAN’T overlook how this highly dense,
congested rental community will destroy our village’s historic character.
Please share your opinions with our councillor:
eli.el-chantiry@ottawa.ca.

Life is better, TOGETHER.

Maureen Rae,
Carp

The Bay, Fitzroy library branches to reopen in 2021
Five of Ottawa’s rural library branches
will reopen next year, including those in
Constance Bay and Fitzroy Harbour.
“OPL continues to plan for the reopening of the Constance Bay, Fitzroy Harbour,

Osgoode, Munster andVernon branches in
2021, and is exploring options for services in
these communities,” the city said in a statement last week.
emccracken@ottawavoice.ca

VIRTUAL
TOWN HALL
with
MP Karen McCrimmon
Member of Parliament
for Kanata-Carleton
FACEBOOK
LIVE EVENT

Start your retirement living
journey with Chartwell
Chartwell retirement residences are safe and social places to
call home, where you or a loved one can benefit from support,
connection and convenient services that can make life better.
With safety precautions in place, our residents continue to
enjoy safe social opportunities and engaging activities that
bring them happiness and fulfillment.
More than 95% of residents, their family and friends
feel their Chartwell residence has taken important measures
to keep them safe during COVID-19.*
*Chartwell’s Listening to Serve You Better Survey, 2020, from almost 13,500 respondents.

Book your personalized virtual or on-site tour
today at 613-416-7863 or chartwell.com
CHARTWELL EMPRESS KANATA
170 McGibbon Drive, Kanata

@karenmccrimmon.ca

CHARTWELL KANATA
20 Shirley’s Brook Drive, Kanata

THURSDAY,
NOVEMBER 19
7 PM

CHARTWELL RIVERPARK
1 Corkstown Road, Nepean
CHARTWELL STILLWATER CREEK
2018 Robertson Road, Nepean
CHARTWELL STONEHAVEN
70 Stonehaven Drive, Kanata
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News

The solution
to COVID-19 is
right in front
of your nose.
• Wear a face covering.
• Keep 2m apart from anyone
outside of your household.
• Limit your close contact to
your household only.
• Wash your hands often.

Erin McCracken photo

Jo-Ann Campbell, a director with the Constance and Buckham’s Bay Community Association,
and community police officer Const. Jeff Kostuch hold broken pieces of Constance Bay’s sign
that was recently vandalized.

Police seek Constance Bay sign vandals
BY ERIN McCRACKEN

Under the cover of darkness, the sign welcoming
motorists to Constance Bay
was recently destroyed in
an act of vandalism that has
shocked some residents.
Jo-Ann Campbell, who

tends the garden where the
sign was located at the juncture of Constance Bay Road
and Dunrobin Road, was
“deeply disturbed” when
she saw the carnage.
“It’s definitely violent,”
said the garden director
with the Constance and

Buckham’s Bay Community
Association. “It actually
looks like someone took a
sledgehammer to it.”
It was Saturday, Oct. 24
when she realized the sign
was missing.
PLEASE SEE VANDALS, PAGE 7

UPCOMING
ISSUES
We publish every 2nd week and mail
to every home, apartment & business

Publication Date

Submission deadline

November 26 ........November 19
December 10..........December 3
Stopping the spread starts with you.
Visit ontario.ca/coronavirus to learn more
Paid for by the Government of Ontario

January 14 ............January 7

Last issue
of the

year!

Visit us at www.ottawavoice.ca
i
613-45-VOICE (613-458-6423)

News
>> VANDALS, FROM PAGE 6
She thought perhaps it had
been removed for repairs or
that it had been accidentally
hit by a passing vehicle.
She made some inquiries
and a local resident said on
Facebook that the sign had
actually been gone a few
days.
So Campbell returned to
the site for a closer examination, and discovered pieces
of it lying in the rosehip
bushes.
“It’s public property,” she
said. “It’s a total violation. It’s
disturbing.”
The community association won’t be making an insurance claim for the sign,
which originally cost $3,500,
paid for by the community
association and a grant. It
was installed five years ago.
The “one silver lining” that
has emerged is that local
residents have offered to
chip in for a new sign, said
Campbell.
“I just love this community.
This community is so close

knit, so caring, especially
having the floods and the
tornado, the way everybody
got right behind Dunrobin,”
she said.
“There was all this outpouring of solidarity and
commiseration and for
something like this to happen, it just really throws a
wrench into everything.”
It’s suspected the vandalism happened overnight
between Sunday, Oct. 18
andWednesday, Oct. 21. The
motive is not yet known.

EVIDENCE
“But there is evidence
here at the scene. There’s
old-school police work regarding canvassing and
speaking to people and
also information obtained
through other sources,” said
Const. Jeff Kostuch, West
Carleton’s community police officer.
The tire tracks at the scene
belong to a small tractor and
suggest the perpetrator(s)
tried two different angles
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before yanking the sign
posts out of the ground.
He suspects chains were
wrapped around the sign,
which buckled when it was
pulled. The chains then cut
through the sign, leaving it
in pieces.
“Ultimately, as a police
officer you want to hold
somebody accountable for
an action like this,” he said.
“Not just because of the
monetary value, just because of the action itself. It’s
senseless and wrong.”
The vandalism could result in a criminal charge of
mischief under $5,000, said
Kostuch.
Anyone with information
about the case is asked to
contact him by emailing
kostuchj@ottawapolice.ca
or calling 613-236-1222, ext.
2005.
Anonymous tips can
be submitted to Crime
Stoppers by calling 1800-222-8477 or visiting crimestoppers.ca/
send-a-tip.
emccracken@ottawavoice.ca

We’re taking
orders for 2021
Spring tree planting!
Sign up for a
FREE site visit

Are you a landowner with one or
more acres looking to reforest your
empty and idle land?
Planting with Rideau Valley Conservation
Authority is low-cost and full-service. It includes
site visits, planting plans, site prep, tree planting,
follow-ups, and maintenance for only $0.15/tree,
or $120/acre. You must be willing to plant at
least 1,000 trees. Call us!

Contact

Dan Cooper
613-692-3571 or
1-800-267-3504
ext. 1124
dan.cooper@rvca.ca
In partnership with:
Mississippi Valley
Conservation Authority
& Forests Ontario
OTT-AD-4352 Your Community Voice-5.15x10.71-Visions danced in their heads.indd 1

2020-10-22 2:29 PM

8 November 12, 2020 - Community Voice

REMEMBRANCE DAY 2020
>> SPITFIRE, FROM PAGE 1
He would have two more
training assignments before
he was sent to Wales where he
towed drogue targets behind
his Hawker Henley airplane for
anti-aircraft gunnery practice.
He then moved on to an operational training unit where he
learned to fly Spitfires and was
groomed to work in a squadron.
It wasn’t long after his arrival
overseas that he took the train
to Scotland to visit Armstrong
who was instructing pilots on
Spitfires. The pair had become
friends when they attended
Kinburn Continuation School.
They had also played hockey
together.
“When you see somebody
from home it’s a bit of a novelty,”
Vance recalled.
In the wake of the Allied invasion of Normandy, France
on D-Day, June 6, 1944, more
pilots were called upon to
cover troops pushing toward
Germany. In January 1945,
Vance was sent to 411 Squadron
in Holland, and flew daily missions, often into Germany,

carrying a full arsenal of machine guns, canons and a 250pound bomb.
“We were not that far back
from the battle line,” saidVance.
“Nearly all our trips were over
enemy territory.”
At that point in the war, he
never once had to fire his guns
at enemy aircraft, which were
on the run by then. The Spitfire
pilots focused on destroying
ground targets identified by
reconnaissance pilots.
“There might be a concentration of troops and there might
be a convoy of trucks or there
might be a train,” he said. “We
used to shoot up anything that
would move on the ground.”
Vance prefers to share his
lighter war-time stories. There
was the time he got in a pinch of
trouble for some taboo low flying over an airfield in England.
“One of my little secrets,” he
said.
He also miraculously landed a
Spitfire on one wheel when the
other malfunctioned.
He also remembers joining three other Spitfire pilots,
after Germany surrendered, to

DRIVEWAY
snowblowing

•
•
•
•

Serving Kinburn and area since 1988
Senior’s Discount
4 equal payments
No Extra Charges
Fully Insured

613-227-8608

Tom Vance in his Royal
Screenshots Tom Vance, left, pictured
Canadian
Air
Force Woodlawn’s Tom Vance, pictured here in the centre “E” aircraft, takes overseas with his fellow
uniform.
aviators.
the lead in a formation of Spitfires during the Second World War.
buzz past an American air force
station as payback for similar
low-flying pranks on their
squadron.
“I was always game for whatever,” Vance said.
But death was also a part of life
overseas. Too often, pilots didn’t
return after a mission.
“You couldn’t dwell on that
kind of thing,” Vance said.
“You can’t stop and shed tears
over anything.Your life became
pretty hard. You had to.”
His friend Billy Anderson was
22 when he was killed in action when his Spitfire was shot
down by ground fire in March
1945. The friends had served
at neighbouring squadrons in
Holland.
“I used to see him in the mess
at meal time occasionally,” he
said.
Another friend, Don Eastman,
whoVance knew from Kinburn
and MacLaren’s Landing, was a
Spitfire pilot at an operational
training unit. They bumped
into each other at a mess hall

in England.
Vance had returned to
Holland and soon learned
Eastman had been killed in
1945 when his plane collided
with a helicopter cable on
England’s south coast.
“I’ve done lots of things with
Donny on the water. He was
a good swimmer,” he said remembering summers spent
at their neighbouring cottages.

‘You Don’t Forget’
Vance said Victory in Europe
Day, May 8, 1945 was an unforgettable experience. Germany’s
surrender was announced over
the PA system at the German
airfield station captured by
Allied forces.
“That’s one you don’t forget,”
Vance said.
A treasure trove of wine the
Germans had pilfered from occupied countries was discovered, aiding in the celebrations.
“The next morning after that
news came out you couldn’t

walk across the yard without
sliding over some corks on that
ground, there were that many
wine bottles in action.” Vance
chuckled.
He returned home at 23 in the
fall of 1945 with a slew of service
medals and more than 900 flying hours in his log book. His
parents, Bob Sr. and Mabel, and
Edna met his train at Ottawa
Union Station.
Vance was not keen to stay in
the air force.
“It wasn’t my desire. I wanted
to get out,” he said. “I’d had
enough and I wanted to get
back to see my sweetheart.”
He and Edna married in
January 1946 and settled in
Old Ottawa South.Vance would
enjoy a long career in men’s
apparel.
The couple had two children;
their son was named for Edna’s
brother, a pilot killed in overseas action in 1943.
After Vance retired, he and
Edna settled in Port Colborne,
Ont. to be closer to their

daughter. They were married 62
years when Edna passed away
in 2008 at 84.
Today,Vance is the only living
war-time Spitfire pilot from 411
Squadron.
‘There’s a lot of things about
being my age now that make
me wonder why am I given all
this extra time to live,” he said
in a recent telephone interview
from his home. “I’m fortunate
in that regard.”
Remembrance Day this year
won’t be the same for Vance,
of course. The member of the
RCAF Association has taken
part in countless parades over
the years.
This Nov. 11, he’ll likely
watch the televised National
Remembrance Day Ceremony
held in Ottawa. And, as always,
he will think of the people he
served with, the friends and
fellow airmen who sacrificed
their lives.
“Things like that are pretty
hard to forget,” he said.
emccracken@ottawavoice.ca
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What’s Happening?
Nov. 14

Nov. 14

Carp – Ann Boyd and
Penny McNeely will be
selling wooden Christmas
trees made by Allan Jefferies
on Nov. 14 from 9 a.m. to 1
p.m. in front of St. Paul’s
United Church in Carp.
Two sizes are available for
$40 and $50. Proceeds support the church.

Kinburn-area – Savvy
Seconds clothing shop
hosts an outdoor free children’s wear pop-up, including winter wear, on Nov. 14
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the
West Carleton Community
Complex at 5670 Carp Rd.

Nov. 14

Carp – The last Carp
Farmers’ Market of 2020
takes place at the fairgrounds
on Nov. 14, from 8:30 a.m. to
1 p.m. The November market replaces the traditional
December market.

Nov. 20

Constance Bay – The
Legion branch in Constance
Bay hosts a lasagna take-out
dinner on Nov. 20 at 5 p.m.
The cost is $15, including
tax. Advance orders are recommended. To order, call
Arleen at 613-800-5057 or
613-620-2495.

Sports
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Carp ice-makers ready; outdoor hockey league plans coming
BY ERIN McCRACKEN

Carp’s ice-making crew is ready to
go to ensure the outdoor rink is a-go
this winter.
That will be “huge” for the mental
well-being of kids, Peter Green, a director with the Huntley Community
Association, said during the group’s
Oct. 29 annual general meeting.
The city gave the green light last
week to its outdoor rinks and is
requiring several COVID-19 procedures, including physical distancing, signage and gathering
limits. Several new steps will be required inside rink fieldhouses and

trailers, including frequent cleanings, contact tracing and face mask
use.
Ian Urbach and Erin Carriere,
co-conveyors of the West Carleton
Outdoor Hockey League, are working on a plan.
Previously, games rotated between
Carp, Kinburn, Fitzroy Harbour,
Constance Bay and Dunrobin.
There might not be games this season, but practices and drills during
the week could be an option depending on the city’s rules, Urbach
said during the meeting.
“It’s going to be different though,”
he said.

“Currently, provincial regulations
do not allow the playing of team
sports or the gathering of more than
25 people at outdoor sports venues,” Dan Chenier, the city’s recreation, cultural and facility services
general manager, told this newspaper in a recent email.
“At this time, teams could use
outdoor rinks for training and
practices but not to play games or
scrimmage.”
The conveyors said on the league’s
Facebook page that they are planning to provide a status update this
month.
emccracken@ottawavoice.ca

COMMUNITY BUSINESS DIRECTORY - 613-458-6423 X101
RENOVATIONS

JUNK REMOVAL
• Junk & Clutter Removal
• Estate & Moving Cleanouts
• Fences & Decks Torn Down
• Construction & Reno Debris
• Lawn & Garden Waste, Trees Cut
• Small Shed & Building Demolition

CHEAP RATES • NO-NONSENSE
ALWAYS AVAILABLE

613-899-7269

WATER

ALL YEAR ROUND RENOVATIONS
V
•
•
•
•

BATHROOMS
KITCHENS
FLOORING
DRYWALL

•
•
•
•

CEILINGS
FRAMING
DOORS & WINDOWS
AND MUCH MORE!

Call today for a FREE estimate! 613-600-6717
WATER

•Water Softeners
•Iron/Sulphur Filters
•UV Systems
•Reverse Osmosis

•Pumps & Pressure Systems
•MOE Licensed Well Technicians
•30 YEARS IN BUSINESS
•FULLY INSURED

613-256-5129 • 3331 March Road, Carp
tcwater@tcwater.ca

CLEANING SERVICE

Commercial or Residential
thewaterdoctor.ca • 613-880-0587
ELECTRICIAN

Phone: (613) 229-1678
Email: centennial.electric@bell.net
ECRA & ESA Certified License #7004993

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE NOW!
LANDSCAPING

613-836-2736
• Residential Installations and Repairs • Licensed and Insured
• Renovations • Custom Homes • Servicing the Area Since 1978

Tree Removal • Tree Trimming • Stump Removal
Storm Damage Cleanup • Fully Insured

www.mrchipper.ca • 613 897 2447

Mike Cloutier’s
Reliable Appliance Repair
Repairs to most makes
and models of appliances

613-277-0107

visit my website at www.mikesapplianceservices.com

GRAPHIC AND WEB DESIGN

• Commerical • Residential
• Kitchen • Basement

BELL PLUMBING

TREE SERVICES

APPLIANCE REPAIR

WE’RE THERE FOR YOU WHEN YOUR WATER BREAKS
 Plumbing
 Water Treatment
 Softeners
 U.V. Sterilizers
 Water Pumps
 Wells & Extensions

Centennial Electric

PLUMBING

9

ALL YEAR ROUND LANDSCAPING

Web Design • Graphic Design

PAUL SWINWOOD
DESIGN
paulswinwooddesign.com
PAINTING

RESIDENTIAL LANDSCAPE SERVICES

LAWNMOWING, HEDGE TRIMMING AND GARDEN MAINTENANCE
INTERLOCKING/NATURAL STONE LANEWAYS, WALKWAYS ,
STEPS, PATIOS, RETAINING WALLS, GARDEN WALLS,
PVC/WOOD/STEEL FENCES & DECKS, SODDING/SEED LAWNS & MORE

Call today for a FREE estimate! 613-600-6717
email jeffrey@allyearround-landscaping.ca

WWW.ALLYEARROUNDLANDSCAPING.CA

Small Renos • Trim Install • Handyman • Spray painting • Small Repairs
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News

Proposed Carp development
sparks questions, concerns
BY ERIN McCRACKEN

The city has asked for updated traffic counts near
a vacant parcel of land in
Carp that Inverness Homes
wants to transform into a
193-unit residential seniors’
community.
The request comes on
the heels of a virtual public
consultation meeting on
Oct. 27. Residents insisted

traffic counts in the application to the city were not done
during the school year, thus
skewing the impact analysis.
The applicant’s transportation study includes vehicle
turning movement counts
at five intersections.
Data was collected in April
2019 at Carp Road and
Donald B. Munro Road and
at Carp Road and Juanita
Avenue.

CENTRETOWN OTTAWA

DR ANDREW C WATSON,
BA(psych);MD; CCFP

COUNSELLING PRACTICE
• Adult (18+) individual counselling
• Focus on people who have been affected (past & present)
or concerned with anothers Alcoholism or drug addiction
• Stable concurrent disorders or problems welcome
e.g. complex PTSD, depression, childhood trauma/neglect
• Non OHIP , private practice

drandy224@gmail.com • 613 316 3773

In August 2019, counts
were done at Langstaff
Drive and Donald B. Munro
near Huntley Centennial
Public School and at nearby
Langstaff and Cavanagh
Drive and Langstaff and
Frances Colbert Avenue.
Carp resident Brian
Wallace, who lives near the
development site at 147
Langstaff Dr., invited city
staff to “fight the traffic” in
front of the school and a
medical centre on the other
side.
He questioned whether the
August counts make sense
at a time when school was
out and the medical centre
wasn’t so busy.
“Any study in five years is
valid,” said senior city engineer Mike Giampa.
“Now, if they had done their
study outside of the school
year it’s possible it might

A Great Christmas Gift
with a history flair!
Richmond’s
R
Got Spirit!
G
360 pages of stories
3
outlining
the history of the
o
village
of Richmond.
v

ONLY 40
$

A wonderful gift for
anyone who lives or
has lived in Richmond,
who has a Richmond
connection or who simply
enjoys local history.

FREE DELIVERY TO YOUR DOORSTEP!
Call 613-831-2028 or email johncurrysn@gmail.com to place your order.

Screenshot/Zoom

Several residents raised concerns, many of them traffic-related, about a 193-unit subdivision
proposed for the heart of Carp during an Oct. 27 virtual public consultation meeting.

be under-representing the
existing traffic volumes on
Langstaff,” he said. “It probably won’t make too much of
a difference. Schools have a
very tight window in terms
of traffic generation.”
Another resident said
Donald B. is already a speedway and that an influx of
hundreds of vehicles will
cause problems.
“We want a walkable community but we can’t have
a walkable community if
we’ve got 300 more cars a day
going up and down Donald
B. and trying to turn onto
Langstaff,” she said.
The city is now requesting
new data.
“Based on comments
from the public and technical agencies, staff will be
requesting that the proponent complete additional
traffic counts and update
the transportation impact
assessment study ahead of
the next technical submission,” Sarah McCormick, the
city’s lead planner on the application, said in an email to
this newspaper last week.
Staff have asked that the
count be done on a weekday
in both the morning and afternoon peak travel periods,
she said.
Traffic congestion was
just one of several concerns
raised at the public meeting,
which also included speeding, overflow parking, vehicle access, consultation,
density, community fit,
streetscape design and turtle
habitat protection.

Residents say the proposal
doesn’t reflect components
of Carp’s Community Design
Plan or the character of the
rural village.
Another resident said some
Langstaff residents will face
the backs of new homes in
the future development.
“I don’t think that really
speaks to a streetscape that
is evident anywhere else in
Carp,” he said.
Project consultant Jack
Stirling said the 55-plus
residential development
fits with Carp’s Community
Design Plan, which prioritized seniors’ accommodation to meet the needs of an
aging population.

PLANNING RATIONALE
“We feel through the planning rationale, through the
policies of the CDP, through
the layout of the concept
that we have, that the zoning
application will adequately
and correctly reflect the intent of the CDP, and is an application for rezoning that
should be embraced and
supported by the city and
the community,” he said.
The development will add
approximately 400 people to
Carp, which West CarletonMarch Coun. Eli El-Chantiry
said is currently home to
just over 2,000 people and
768 dwellings, according to
2019 data.
Residents questioned
whether the new neighbourhood of bungalows
and three-storey apartment

buildings will strain internet,
water, emergency services
and medical centre capacity.
Carp has high-speed internet access, and Bell is proposing fibre optic internet
for the village, El-Chantiry
said, adding the village has
award-winning fire services.
Carp’s water system is currently being upgraded. The
quality is better, pressure is
good and there is plenty of
water, the councillor said.
McCormick said city engineers are reviewing the hydrogeological water study,
and the development application is reviewed by city
departments to ensure standards are met.
When asked about a species-at-risk Blanding’s turtle that a resident recently
found at the site, Stirling said
Blanding’s habitat had not
previously been identified
until the “unusual” arrival
of a single turtle, but that
paperwork has been submitted to the ministry.
“We are more than satisfied that the way we have
designed the development,
the way we have created
setbacks, etc., that we can
accommodate any issues
should any Blanding’s habitat be found,” Stirling said.
City staff are currently reviewing the developer’s subdivision plan application.
A rezoning application
will be considered next, and
will require committee and
council approval. A site plan
will also need approval.
emccracken@ottawavoice.ca
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Roads dominate
Ward 5 budget talks
BY ERIN McCRACKEN

Ward 5’s wishlist for the city’s
budget next year can once again
be largely summed up in one word:
roads.
More road maintenance dollars
need to be included in the city’s
budget so that roads like Donald
B. Munro Road can be resurfaced
sooner rather than later, residents
said during a budget consultation
meeting for Ward 5 on Oct. 29.
Both Donald B. Munro and Carp
Road have resurfacing timelines
of four to seven years, said Gen
Nielsen, the city’s acting manager
of infrastructure renewal.
Portions of the sidewalks at Carp’s
main intersection have been overhauled and some repairs were recently made to Donald B., said
West Carleton-March Coun. Eli
El-Chantiry, but he acknowledged Donald B. in the village is
“embarrassing.”
“We may have to push to get a section of it (resurfaced), which is the
worst section, to be sooner than in
two or three years because really it
is in bad shape,” he said.

Fitzroy Harbour-area resident
Ken Holmes asked how much of
a projected $57-million one-time
increase in federal gas tax revenue will be directed towards road
maintenance across Ottawa.
“We know that we’re underfunding by tens of millions,” he said.
“I’m hoping that a significant portion of that $57 million will get us
heading in the right direction to
overcome the long-standing deficit in road maintenance.”
A larger property tax increase in
recent years is helping to close that
infrastructure gap, said city treasurer Wendy Stephanson.
The $57 million in federal gas tax
funding is helping the city leverage
some of its investments, meaning
the city’s investment will grow from
$98 million to $113 million over the
next seven to 10 years, she said.
El-Chantiry agreed road investments continually fall short and
the gap is difficult to fill because of
rising costs.
“At what cost can we catch up?”
he said, noting that rising property
taxes are “creating a burden.”
“We have to find what people can

Screenshot/Youtube

Residents and stakeholders patched into a virtual budget consultation
meeting for Ward 5 on Oct. 29 that was led by West Carleton-March
Coun. Eli El-Chantiry, top left, city treasurer Wendy Stephanson, top
right, Gen Nielsen, the city’s acting manager of infrastructure renewal,
bottom left, and El-Chantiry’s assistant Lisa Anderson, bottom right.

afford,” he said.“We have to create
that balance.”
Staff are working on a transportation asset management plan for
mid next year that examines the
city’s asset portfolio, renewal costs,
strategies and approaches, particularly for transportation services,
structures, roads, sidewalks and
multi-use pathways, said Nielsen.
Bruce Collier, ofWillola Beach, repeated his calls that flood-prone
roads in his community be raised
to ensure access for emergency
vehicles.
“This is not a regular road issue.
This is a safety issue,” he said.“The
safety of residents inWest Carleton

is being impacted by not having
this work done.”
MayorWatson asked the province
in a letter dated March 24 to help
cover the approximately $6-million cost to rehabilitate seven
flood-zone roads. The province
denied the funding request.
“It seems COVID took priority
over our letter and we’re back to
zero,” he said.
But he said the city is ready if stimulus funding becomes available.
The need for growth in smaller
communities, like Kinburn,
Galetta and Corkery, was also
discussed.
The best way to promote that

11

is to permit development, said
El-Chantiry.
He hopes the province will revisit
water supply regulations, which
he said need to change to allow
new water purification technology, for example. This could benefit Kinburn, Galetta and, to some
extent, Dunrobin.
The province promised to revisit
the regulations but hasn’t done
that yet because of COVID, the
councillor said.
Carp-area resident Phil
Sweetnam is pleased the city is developing a climate-change plan,
but said the price tag is worrisome.
The city’s environment committee recently learned it could cost
more than $57 billion to eliminate greenhouse gas emissions in
Ottawa by 2050, a target set by city
council.
The plan is a necessary step, said
El-Chantiry.
“We have to have the commitment from other levels of government first to be able to move
forward,” he said.“But without the
plan we can’t ask for it.”
The plan includes contributions
from the federal and provincial
governments, the city and the private sector, Stephanson said, adding each project would go before
city council.
“We’re not going to be responsible
for $57 billion,” the treasurer said.
emccracken@ottawavoice.ca
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HAZELDEAN
GARDENS
IS MY
BUBBLE!
Says Joan Lockyer,
resident of Hazeldean Gardens
As a result of COVID-19 and the coming flu season, many
seniors are especially concerned about their health and
exposure to infection. Whether it’s the need to shop for
groceries, or any of the other errands that are a necessary
part of daily life, there is a concern for personal safety
when they have to venture outside their home.
Hazeldean Gardens provides a secure alternative where
seniors can enjoy the comforts of home without having
to leave their new home. Potential feelings of isolation
can also be avoided because there is always something
interesting to do, and to socialize with others of similar
age and interests.
Last, but not least, there is freedom from daily chores
such as meal preparation, housekeeping, laundry,
maintenance, etc.

Call 613-903-6949

to schedule a tour, or if you would like more information.
Be sure to ask about our special limited time move-in
allowance valued at $10,000.

The Ottawa area’s premier
retirement residence located
nearby in the heart of Stittsville
HAZELDEAN GARDENS RETIREMENT RESIDENCE
6130 Hazeldean Road, Stittsville K2S 2M2
www.hazeldeangardens.ca

