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More women
joining West
Carleton’s
firefighting ranks
BY ERIN McCRACKEN

Bookworms

Erin McCracken photo

Corkery resident Katie Hogan reads pages from the book ‘Ada Twist, Scientist’ to her sons, Sam, 4, left, and Jack, 6. The EarlyON Child and Family Centre,
through the Western Ottawa Community Resource Centre, hosted Corkery’s first public Story Book Walk on Nov. 19. Families had the opportunity to
walk the grounds of the Corkery Community Centre and stop along the way to read pages from the popular children’s book.

Two decades after becoming one of very few female
firefighters inWest Carleton
at that time, Ellie Holmes is
now watching the ranks fill
with more women than ever
before.
The Vydon Acres resident
had been hesitant to join in
2000, despite encouragement from friends, because
she didn’t think she was a
good fit at just 100 pounds,
five-foot-two, in her mid40s, out of shape and female.
That is, until her neighbour,
Nick Benedict, told her
Fitzroy Harbour’s station
was recruiting and insisted
she join.
Holmes graduated from
training in early 2001 and
today is West Carleton’s
longest-serving female
firefighter.
PLEASE SEE WOMEN, PAGE 8
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Book a Winter Staycation
with us today!
Spend winter in a beautifully furnished suite…
Just bring your suitcase!

News

Festive Fair returns to Carp’s United Church
BY ERIN McCRACKEN

An annual Festive Fair returns to St. Paul’s United
Church in Carp, but some
changes are in store.
Instead of an indoor sale,
church volunteers are accepting orders before Nov.
30 for Christmas squares
and cookies and tourtiere
meat pies.
Different renditions of
the fair have been an annual staple for decades,
serving as an important
fundraiser for the church,
said organizer Penny
McNeely.
Volunteers had to think
of a different format for
this year’s event to provide a safe option during
the pandemic.
People ordering baked
goods are assigned times
to pick up their items outside the church on Dec.
5, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.,
McNeely said.
“We’re really missing our

Erin McCracken file photos

Ann Boyd, left, and Penny McNeely, pictured here
volunteering at a St. Paul’s United Church luncheon last year,
are helping organize the Carp church’s annual Festive Fair on
Dec. 5 featuring calendars and pre-ordered sweets and pies.

connection with the community with not having
Soupindipity any longer,”
organizer Ann Boyd said
of the church luncheons.
“You’ve got to think outside the box and come up
with more initiatives.”
For the first time, the fair

will feature 2021 calendars
with photographs of local
scenes. These will be available for $20 on Dec. 5.
To pre-order baked
goods and meat pies by
Nov. 30, call 613-839-3064
or 613-809-2488.
emccracken@ottawavoice.ca

We’re taking
orders for 2021
Spring tree planting!
Sign up for a
FREE site visit

Call us for more details at 613-839-1906
HURRY-LIMITED TIME OFFER & AVAILABILITY
*CONDITIONS APPLY

Are you a landowner with one or
more acres looking to reforest your
empty and idle land?

458 Donald B. Munro Drive, Carp, ON I verveseniorliving.com

Planting with Rideau Valley Conservation
Authority is low-cost and full-service. It includes
site visits, planting plans, site prep, tree planting,
follow-ups, and maintenance for only $0.15/tree,
or $120/acre. You must be willing to plant at
least 1,000 trees. Call us!

Contact

Dan Cooper
613-692-3571 or
1-800-267-3504
ext. 1124
dan.cooper@rvca.ca
In partnership with:
Mississippi Valley
Conservation Authority
& Forests Ontario
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Province proposes changes to conservation authorities
BY ERIN McCRACKEN

Ontario’s conservation
authorities say proposed
provincial changes to their
governing act could impact
their watershed management abilities.
“It could turn out poorly
for everybody. Landowners
coming in for applications,
the board and governance
of the organization and ultimately the health and welfare of the watershed and the
people who live in it,” said
Sally McIntyre, general manager of the MississippiValley
Conservation Authority,
which encompasses West
Carleton.
The changes caught
Ontario’s 36 authorities off
guard when the government’s omnibus COVID
budget measures Bill 229
passed first reading Nov. 5.
Kanata-Carleton MPP
Merrilee Fullerton says the
changes are designed to
clearly set out the authorities’
permit and planning roles,
their core mandate and governance issues between authorities and municipalities.
“In doing so, it hopes to increase both consistency and
transparency with the landuse planning process,” she
said in an email.
One change would require
the MVCA board to be filled
with municipal councillors,
replacing three citizen appointees. There will be a position for an agriculture rep.
“Given that the province
contributes less than four
per cent of the budget, it just
seems a bit odd that they’d be
dictating to the municipalities who provide over 50 per
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The province is proposing several changes to the Conservation
Authorities Act. Conservation authority reps worry their
ability to protect watersheds could be impacted.

cent of our funding who they
could and couldn’t appoint
to the board,” said McIntyre.
West Carleton-March
Coun. Eli El-Chantiry,
who sits on the board with
Stittsville Coun. Glen Gower,
said councillors are already
challenged finding time,
never mind filling three authority boards in the region.
Carp-area resident Phil
Sweetnam, a citizen rep on
the MVCA board for almost
40 years, said that could
make it challenging to have
quorum at meetings.
“Not all councillors will
have the good outlook in my
view that Eli El-Chantiry and
Glen Gower have,” he said,
adding there are huge demands on time to prepare for
complex policy, budget and
land-use planning matters.
“I think you should let
the authorities figure out
what they want to do, both
in terms of appointments
and what’s the appropriate (length) of term,” said
Sweetnam.
Gary Wheeler, spokesperson for the Ministry of
Environment, Conservation
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and Parks, said elected
officials ensure “fuller”
representation.
The proposed legislation
will also require board members to act first in the interests
of their own municipalities
rather than the authority’s,
which McIntyre said would
undermine collaboration on
multi-jurisdictional issues.
“All of a sudden if you have
members who are tasked
with representing their municipality, should any one
council decide it doesn’t like
something, it could order its
member to vote a certain
way, and that’s not going to
result in good governance,”
she said.
Another major change potentially allows permit and
development applicants to
seek approval from a minister, circumventing the authority’s input.This expertise
helps ensure projects meet
requirements and don’t face
delays or added expense at
the application stage.
“If we’re not reviewing and
commenting on certain aspects under the provincial
policy statement, who is?”
said McIntyre.
This could ultimately reduce the organization’s
control to just conservation
areas, like Morris Island,
which make up a fraction of
the watershed.
“It’s a fantastic reduction in
jurisdiction and oversight,
quite frankly, of natural resources,” McIntyre said.
“I know they’re trying
to expedite the process,”

El-Chantiry said, adding
this change could benefit
regions where there are approval delays.
“But here we don’t have a
problem,” he said.
McIntyre wants to know
who would be responsible
and liable for project oversight and outcomes if the
minister approves a permit
or application.
Wheeler said the proposed changes would provide a new mechanism for
the province to become
involved in issuing permits that involve matters
of provincial interest. The
scope of this mechanism
will be further fleshed out
through the development
of and consultation on the
regulations, he said.
As well, the authorities
could still provide advice
and support to municipalities and the province
for appeals, Wheeler said.
Under the new bill, an authority’s fee structure for all
of its services can also be
appealed, which a member
municipality already has
the ability to change, said
McIntyre.
“It’s micromanaging and
is that really what we want
of our provincial government? These are boards
and organizations administered by elected officials,
by and large, from our local
governments,” she said. “It
telegraphs a total lack of confidence and it just makes one
wonder what they’re trying
to achieve here.”
Fullerton says she has been
assured by the Ministry
of Environment that the
changes won’t weaken environmental protections
of land and watersheds,
and that the authorities will
continue to conserve and
manage lands they own and
provide environmental protection and rehabilitation
programs and services.
The province plans to consult with the public on the
regulatory proposals in the
coming weeks, she said.
emccracken@ottawavoice.ca
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ARAC’s upcoming Budget meeting: The Agriculture & Rural Affairs Committee is meeting on Thursday, December 3
at 10am. ARAC’s draft budget for 2021 will be considered
(the budget book can be reviewed here: ottawa.ca/en/
city-hall/budget). Registered public delegations can make
a five-minute presentation regarding the budget. Interested
participants can connect with Committee Coordinator Marc
Desjardins at marc.desjardins@ottawa.ca or 613-580-2424
ext. 28821. This meeting will be held via electronic participation. The public can watch live via the City of Ottawa’s
YouTube channel. Final approval for the City of Ottawa’s
operating and capital budgets for 2021 will be considered
and approved at the City Council meeting on December 9.
Canada Recovery Caregiving Benefit (CRCB): The
Federal Government has introduced the Canada Recovery
Caregiving Benefit (CRCB), which gives income support to
employed and self-employed individuals who are unable to
work because they must care for their child under 12 years
old or a family member who needs supervised care. This
applies if their school, regular program or facility is closed
or unavailable to them due to COVID-19, or because they
are sick, self-isolating, or at risk of serious health complications due to COVID-19. The CRCB is administered by the
Canada Revenue Agency (CRA). Go the following link to
get more information: canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/
services/benefits/recovery-caregiving-benefit.html.
WCFAC Christmas Program 2020: The West Carleton
Food Access Centre (WCFAC) is holding their annual Christmas Basket Program to help those in need this
Christmas. If you are a resident of Ward 5 and need help
this holiday, contact WCFAC in strictest confidence at 613832-5685. Leave a message and a volunteer will return
your call. Deadline for requests is December 15, 2020. Due
to COVID-19, WCFAC can’t deliver packages to homes.
Packages must be picked up at WCFAC’s site at 5670 Carp
Rd.
Anyone wishing to help WCFAC with their program can
send monetary donations. Donations over $20 will receive
a tax receipt. Donations can be sent via:
CHEQUES to West Carleton Food Access Centre
(memo: ‘Christmas Program’) and mailed to
5670 Carp Rd., Kinburn, ON, K0A 2H0
ETRANSFER to WCfoodaid@gmail.com
(memo: ‘Christmas Program’)
All monetary donations are greatly appreciated and will
go a long way to helping those who need a little extra help
during the holidays.

City Hall - 613-580-2475
Ward Office - 613-580-2424 Ext. 32246
eli.el-chantiry@ottawa.ca
www.eliel-chantiry.ca
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EDITORIAL

Just do it
For eight months we have
listened to the messaging
from public health officials
and our political leadership
on COVID that has told us
to do the responsible thing
– wear a mask, wash your
hands, physical distance
and stay in your bubble.
While positive cases here
dip ever so slightly, our top
doctor cautions against
prematurely celebrating,
casting a worrying eye on
the percentage of positive
cases per 100,000 that isn’t
budging, and hospitalizations that have hovered
around 50 the past two
months. Dr. Vera Etches
also points to daily poop
tests showing the virus is
ever present in our city.
Premier Ford sits in judgement by armchair quarterbacks on one hand telling
him to lock down the province and other conspirators
complaining their hardfought liberties are at risk.

>> Letters to the Editor
Re:Who protects Carp?

by the new owners of the property
stated that no community conUnless something changes, sultation was done for the project.
under city staff’s control, the Even our Coun. Eli El-Chantiry
proposed development for 147 conceded that he was not conLangstaff Dr. in the Village of Carp sulted, only city staff.
will result in the construction of a
So one of the region’s most expehigh-end private enclave of rental rienced and well connected deapartments and multi-unit hous- velopers took Carp’s Community
ing owned and managed by a sin- Design Plan and used every part of
gle company.
it to put together a plan that startles
The question of what will appar- anyone who took part in the design
ently be built and how it will be ap- plan’s development.
proved deserves to be understood
Community design plans are not
Your
by the community.
official planning documents.They
In the stunted Zoom version of are statements that are supposed
the community meeting that is to represent the community’s view
Community Newspaper
a mandated part of Your
the developof how a community should be
ment process, the consultant hired developed.

Unfortunately, while they are
guides for development it is now
apparent their interpretation is
subjective.
As a person who participated in
its development, I read the community design plan in a way that
is obviously very different from
the way the developer and city
staff read it.
If the next step that is supposed
to follow the design plan process
had taken place, a secondary plan
would have been developed with
community input.
That official planning document
would have specifically regulated
what could be built in Carp.
WithoutKANATA
that secondary plan,
WESTuse
CARLETON
city staff will
their delegated
authorityOTTAWA
to judge
the appropriSOUTH
ateness of the proposed development using only their subjective
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Restrictions are necessary.
We can all agree on that.
Just look at what happened
when we came out of hibernation this summer.
The second wave all the
experts warned about actually happened because we
collectively let our guard
down.
We have seen what can
happen when one person
asymptomatic or not attends a wedding, backyard
barbecue, family gathering
or school setting. The virus
spreads like wildfire.
For the most part, we have
shown in this city that lockdowns and restrictions,
while massively disruptive
and plain horrible, have
proven to be very effective.
There really is no alternative, unfortunately. We
do not have many windows of opportunity to
slow this down other than
these drastic sweeping
measures.

interpretation of our plan.
It is they who are left to protect our
vision of our community.
It didn’t have to get to this.
Given the will of the community
that was clearly expressed in the
unsuccessful Buy theVillage Green
fundraising campaign and the
importance of the almost 20-acre
property in the centre of our community, the councillor could have
removed the delegated authority
from the staff.
Well before the developer invested so much in their current
draft plan, the councillor could
have insisted on community
consultations.
Input from residents would
have clearly shown that while we
all want development, we want
it to be in character with the inclusive community with which

Lockdowns do actually
work if your goal is to actually bring infection rates
under control and buy time
so we can get a functioning
contact-tracing and tracking system in place while
we wait for a vaccine.
We need to buy time to
save lives.
The majority of Ottawa
residents are doing what
is asked of them and they
have made those individual changes in behavior.
People wear masks, physical distance and they do
attempt to stay home while
they are sick.
But there’s a chunk of the
population for whom these
kinds of appeals to hearts
and minds and do the right
thing are not producing
changes and action.
We appeal to their sense
of individual responsibility
to change their behaviour.
Just do it because it is the
right thing to do.

generations of generous Carp residents entrusted all of us.
It’s not too late to speak up if you
agree the current plan does not.
Allan Joyner,
Carp

Write to us
Send us your
letters to the editor
and
non-profit event listings.
Email editorial@
ottawavoice.ca
or call 613-45-VOICE.
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Reporters......................................... Erin McCracken
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Community grieves Carp resident

2021 budget chips away at ward to-do list

BY ERIN McCRACKEN

BY ERIN McCRACKEN

Carp’s Dave Creighton is
being fondly remembered
by the community.
He lost his fight to pancreatic cancer on Nov. 9, just
three days after he was surprised with a parade for his
69th birthday.
There was an outpouring
of condolences on Facebook
from people remembering
Creighton for his presence
at the Carp Farmers’ Market,
the Carp Fair, for his friendship, stopping to say hello
and for always offering a
helping hand.
Courteney Ross, with the
Carp Agricultural Society,
said he was a fixture at the
fair office and watered the
flowers at the fairgrounds.
He was involved in the fair’s
antiques department and
tended the ball diamonds
and the outdoor rink.
“He was always a delight,
really,” she said.
Creighton and his golf cart

Ward 5 will receive $5.4
million in the city’s 2021
budget for infrastructure,
transportation and parks
and recreation upgrades.
“Would I like more? The
answer is yes,” said West
Carleton-March Coun. Eli
El-Chantiry.
More roads need attention
but it’s necessary to strike a
balance between affordability and tax increases,
he said.
Some people say a threeper-cent increase is doable,
but many can’t afford that,
particularly seniors on fixed
incomes and those whose
incomes have been impacted by the pandemic,
El-Chantiry said.
Infrastructure improvements include 43 new
drainage culverts, design of
21 drainage culverts, continued upgrades of Carp’s
wastewater pumping station, repaving a section of

Dave Creighton

were a familiar sight.
“He’d be on it until the first
snowfall, just until it was too
cold to ride with the breeze
on his face. He’d be on there
with toque and mitts,” Ross
said.
The Ridge Rock Brewing
Company in Carp paid tribute by releasing a small batch
of ale called “One for Dave.”
A portion of the sale proceeds will go to Creighton’s
family.
A drive-through memorial
was held in his honour at the
Carp fairgrounds Nov. 21,
complete with his golf cart
and many antique vehicles.
emccracken@ottawavoice.ca

Spend this
Winter
Together
with Us

Starting at just

$75/day

Are you caring for an aging loved one? Know anyone who could
benefit from a social and supportive environment? Refer a friend and
you both will receive $500.00*

*some conditions apply.

613.831.8111
10 Wildpine Ct, Stittsville, ON K2S 1C6
marketing@wildpineresidence.ca
www.wildpineresidence.ca
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Poignant Reflection
Military
veteran
Rev. Canon Baxter
Park delivered the
Remembrance
Day service at the
West Carleton War
Memorial in Carp.
Wreaths were laid by
Kanata-Carleton MPP
Merrilee
Fullerton,
military
veteran
Randy Boucher on
behalf of
KanataCarleton MP Karen
McCrimmon,
and
West Carleton-March
Erin McCracken photos Coun. Eli El-Chantiry.

Stuart

BOOKKEEPING & TAX SERVICES
ACCOUNTING FOR SMALL/MEDIUM SIZE BUSINESSES

Over 25 years experience.
Annie Stuart - 613.832.8012
820 Bayview Dr., Woodlawn
annie@stuartbookkeeping.com

6DIHO\FRQQHFWLQJ
ZLWK QHZ IULHQGV

It might be cold outside but it's warm and
friendly inside at Wildpine Residence.

RESERVE NOW & MOVE IN 2021

Thomas A. Dolan Parkway
and pavement preservation
of sections of Canon Smith
Drive, David Manchester
Road, John Shaw Road,
Spruce Ridge Road and
Terry Fox Drive.
The list also includes renewing the Old Second
Line Road bridge and the
bridge on Woodkilton
Road, new sidewalks in
Fitzroy Harbour, surface treatment of Acorn
Crescent in Constance Bay
and upgrading Grainger
Park Road.
Transportation projects
include improving the intersection at March Road
and Maxwell Bridge Road.
Parks and rec projects include replacing play structures at Egbert Reitsma
Parkette in Fitzroy Harbour
and Greenbriar Park in
South March and $65,000 to
replace the rink scoreboard
at W. Erskine Johnston
Arena in Carp.
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The past year has been a
challenge for so many, but even
during these uncertain times, a
move to Wildpine needn’t be.
We are a professionally
nurse-managed, locally owned
residence proud to offer full
service care and attention to our
senior residents. Enjoy delicious
home cooked meals with new
friends; spacious, private
accommodations with a
kitchenette and balcony, as well
as an eventful and engaging
social program specifically
designed around Covid
protocols.

We’d love to welcome you,
whether for a short respite stay or
a permanent move. Our beautiful
new building offers endless
opportunity for carefree
independent living as well as
supportive assistance if needed.
Elegant, comfortable yet
affordable, Wildpine is diligently
following all protocols to keep our
residents and staff safe and can
assure you there’s never been a
better time to join us.
Please contact Karen at
613-831-8111 to chat about your
current or future needs; we’re
happily planning moves into 2021
and it would be our pleasure to
include you too!
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Huntley
Association news
New volunteers have
j o i n e d t h e Hu n t l e y
Community Association:
Nolan Craig, Dan Wallace,
Wanda Clark, Jim Collings
and Doug Rothwell.
Returning directors are
Judy Makin, Peter Green,
Nicolette Frosst, Jodi Bell,
Brian and Karen Nemes,
Allan Joyner, Amy Baldry,

Dan Kovaks, Pam Meunier,
Steve Fahie, Geoff Latham,
Hanns Baader, and Bryan
Armstrong.
“Many hands make light
work and we have a lot to
do,” president Judy Makin
said at the association’s annual general meeting Oct.
29.
Makin said the meeting
saw record attendance
with more than 40 people
patching in, five times
more than usual.

Feel like a
couch potato?
Spice things up
with bollywood,
urban or creative
dance lessons!

Winter Arts Classes
Nepean Creative Arts Centre
Nepean Visual Arts Centre
Shenkman Arts Centre

ottawa.ca/recreation
Covid-19 safety measures in place

News

Agriculture News, in brief

Huntley Township
Historical news

While it’s not yet known
what programs the association could offer in 2021,
Dan Kovaks said the association, which receives half
its funding from the city, is
in a “strong financial position,” allowing the group to
support existing programs
and invest in long-term capital expenditures that could
generate revenue.
The board is also working on a strategic plan and
reviewing its constitution.
The group wants to survey
the community about its
priorities. The volunteers
are also looking at supporting a large project, Makin
said.
Local resident Douglas
Haines asked at the meeting if the association could
advocate on traffic and pedestrian safety issues, for
example.
“I think at this point we really don’t have the mandate
to assume those functions,”
Makin said.

It’s been a productive year for the Arnprior Region
Federation of Agriculture.
Representatives met during their virtual annual general meeting Oct. 22 to discuss highlights and issues on
their radar.
The federation is one of 51 in the Ontario Federation of
Agriculture that advocate for agricultural issues.
It provides bursaries to Arnprior High School andWest
Carleton Secondary School, and donates to 4-H Clubs
and rural fairs, including Carp’s, said president Bruce
Hudson, a West Carleton pork producer.
The federation also supported food banks in West
Carleton, McNab/Braeside and Mississippi Mills “to
show some appreciation for what they do and give back
to the community,” Hudson said.
“And it’s not over yet.”
Top-of-mind issues this year included advocating for
the preservation of agricultural land in Ottawa’s urban
boundary expansion.
“The city was certainly on board with that,” Hudson
said. “I think the urban boundary reflected the discussions that we did have.”
There’s also been progress provincially in advancing Bill
156, a trespassing act that protects farms from activists.
The volunteer directors who will represent the Arnprior
Federation in 2021 include Bruce Hudson, Jim Norton,
John Shaw, EveYantha, Harvey Hill, John Eastman, Ernie
Smith, Annette Cousens and brothers Willie, Tom and
Barkley O’Rourke.

The Huntley Historical
Society was off to a busy start
in January and February before the pandemic lockdown
in March, society president
Sandra Greene said during the
society’s virtual annual general
meeting Nov. 17.
This year the society gave
$500 to the Carp BIA in support of the West Carleton War
Memorial and $500 to the Carp
Agricultural Society, said treasurer Leslie Richardson.
The society’s board for 2021
will remain the same:
Helen Weeden as past
president, president Sandra
Greene, vice-president Janice
Guillemot, treasurer Leslie
Richardson, secretary Suzanne
Thompson and directorsat-large Hannah Cox, Joan
Caldwell, Peg Blair, George
Wilson, Cam Howie, Wilson
Boyd, Roger Thomas and Ken
Caldwell.

emccracken@ottawavoice.ca
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What’s
Happening?
Dec. 12

Carp – Christmas comes
to Carp for the village’s
11th annual Santa Claus
Parade. This year, the Carp
Agricultural Society and
the Huntley Community
Association are partnering
for a static parade. Motorists
can drive through the Carp
fairgrounds to enjoy static
floats and displays. The
event is Dec. 12 from 7 to 9
p.m. Admission is by monetary or gift card donation
to the West Carleton Food
Access Centre. Enter off Carp
Road closest to the arena.
Dec. 12

Constance Bay – St.
Gabriel’s Catholic Church,
located at 205 Bayview Dr.,
hosts a bottle drive on Dec.
12, from 10 a.m. to noon.
Empties can be dropped off
at the church hall.
emccracken@ottawavoice.ca

UPCOMING
ISSUES
We publish every 2nd week and mail
to every home, apartment & business

Publication Date

Submission deadline

December 10..........December 3
January 14 ............January 7
January 28 ............January 21

Last issue
of the

year!

Visit us at www.ottawavoice.ca
613-45-VOICE (613-458-6423)
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Funds to be returned to Buy The Village Green donors
BY ERIN McCRACKEN

If you supported a bid to buy a vacant property in the heart of Carp,
you might be owed some money.
Organizers of the Buy The Village
Green want to return donations
made to the campaign, which dates
back to 2007.
“We’ve been sitting on this money
for a very long time,” said Wendy
Deugo, one of the campaign’s main
leaders.
It’s taken until now to begin the
refund process because organizers
were asked to wait until the sale of
the land at 147 Langstaff Dr. was finalized. A residential development
application was submitted to the city
by Inverness Homes earlier this year.
“I’m sad. You can’t avoid progress,”
Deugo said.
Years ago, the West Carleton
Heritage Park Association, which
had long eyed the property to display heritage buildings and artefacts,
surveyed the community about its
vision for the large parcel.
“Basically they wanted to keep it

Erin McCracken photo

Wendy Deugo, a lead organizer with
Carp’s Buy The Village Green campaign,
holds a stack of donation cards. She
wants to return funds raised from the
campaign to the original donors.

green,” Duego recalled.
She and a few others from that association decided to work separately
and developed a fundraising plan in
hopes of buying 14 acres.
She and Carp resident Terry Kelly
went door to door, held meetings
and dedicated their time to fundraising events, starting in November

2007. They spent their Saturdays at
the Carp Farmers’ Market over two
summers “selling” a square foot of
the property for $10, among other
fundraising initiatives.
“It was getting the community to
buy into the program,” Deugo said.
“We had a lot of fun doing it.”
By late September 2009, they
had amassed just over $200,000
in donations and pledges. Waste
Management donated $60,000
from its community fund for the
campaign.
“We were pretty excited,” said
Deugo.
The city agreed to contribute towards the campaign and appraised
the land. But the property owner
didn’t accept their combined offer.
With the chapter on the campaign
now officially closed, Deugo is hoping to return the amounts by Dec. 31.
Funds that can’t be returned to the
original donors will be donated to
another community initiative.
To contact the organizers, email
btvgcarp@gmail.com.

Fashion Forward
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West Carleton’s free clothing service held a pop-up event
at the West Carleton Community Complex on Nov. 14.
Volunteers included Janette Edwards, left, Trish St. Croix
and founder Vera Jones.

emccracken@ottawavoice.ca

Carp 4-H Dairy Achievements

Members of the Carp 4-H Dairy Club, led by Jill
Rivington and Jolene Dickson, included Quinn
Dickson, Bella Dooley, Kristian McDonald,
Mikayla McDonald, Justin McDonald, Jayden
Nicholson, Marin Thompson and Troy Dooley,
pictured below with Leopard. Despite not
showing at the Carp Fair, they still learned
about the dairy industry and raised their calves.
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News
>> WOMEN, FROM PAGE 1
As a respiratory therapist who also likes to
keep busy, is used to shift work and is a selfdescribed adrenaline junkie, Holmes said
the trade fit her “like a glove.”
There were personal sacrifices, long nights
and hard calls over the years, but the work
allowed her to give back to the community.
“I never looked back,” said Holmes, 63. “I
would do it again.”
For many years, just three per cent of
District 6’s firefighters have been women.
That climbed to 8.6 per cent last year.
Another five graduated into the ranks
earlier this year. An experienced female
firefighter is transferring in from another
rural district and two more female recruits
will graduate next spring and work out of
Kinburn and Constance Bay.
When a second recruit class graduates next
summer, District 6’s ranks will climb from
132 to 150. Of those, 16 or 10.7 per cent will
be women, “which is absolutely fantastic,”
said District 6 Sector Chief Bill Bell.

WOMEN AT EVERY STATION
There are now women at every station in District 6, including South March,
Dunrobin, Constance Bay, Fitzroy Harbour,
Kinburn and Carp. Corkery in District 8
currently has two women firefighters, and
another two will be added following their
graduation next spring.
“This is new for some stations,” said Bell.“It
changes the dynamic of the fire station in a
very positive way. I can speak for probably
all of the male firefighters in West Carleton,
it’s always great to have female firefighters
in a station and at calls.”
Bell has focused recruitment on attracting
candidates who might not have otherwise
considered firefighting, such as women, to
ensure the rosters are full at each of West
Carleton’s fire stations.
“Some of our geographic challenges with
the smaller communities is that we don’t
have a large pool to draw from,” he said.
“It’s a finite pool for such areas as Kinburn or
Fitzroy Harbour, for example, where there’s
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Vydon Acres resident Ellie Holmes is West
Carleton’s longest serving female firefighter.

just not a lot of people or candidates that are
available to be put into the class.”
Recruitment efforts and word of mouth are
helping. Districts 6 and 8 attracted a larger
number of applicants this year.
By next summer when a second recruit
class graduates from training, 40 new firefighters will fill vacancies left at Districts 6
and 8 by members who are retiring, moving
or can’t fit in a second job.
Recruiting more women will help with that.
“If young women do look at that more
closely, they might find if they have an aptitude for it, they will probably love it,” said
Holmes.
She retired from suppression firefighting
four years ago and now is a medical trainer
with the district’s auxiliary fire team.
She is encouraged by the number of
women considering firefighting today, and
was impressed by the calibre of the five who
graduated early this year.
“There’s more females now, quite a few in
the last class which was really nice to see,”
Holmes said. “And they’re sharp too, they’re
keen and they’re able bodied and willing to
learn and willing to do whatever it takes to
make it happen.”
emccracken@ottawavoice.ca

That’s A Wrap
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The final Carp Farmers’
Market of the season drew a
record number of shoppers
on Nov. 14. AT LEFT:
Several long-time vendors
sold an array of products,
including Gilles Bergeron,
left, Alexandra Grant and
Viki Bergeron, of Bergeron
Gardens in Orléans.

News

Emergency
News
Mid-air plane crash
investigation wraps
Two pilots involved in
a mid-air collision over
Buckham’s Bay in June
did not see the other’s aircraft before impact, the
Transportation Safety Board
has found.
A Cessna with four people
on board and a Champion
float plane with just the pilot
on board were flying on the
Ontario side of the Ottawa
River at about 1,500 feet in
the air when they collided

on June 14 just before 3 p.m.
The Champion’s tail was
damaged and spiraled
down, hit the water and
overturned. The pilot was
rescued by boaters. He suffered minor injuries. The
Cessna suffered damage
but was able to land at the
Arnprior Airport.
The board advised in its
Nov. 18 report there are
avoidance-system technologies that can significantly
reduce the risk of mid-air
collisions.
“Relying solely on visual
detection increases the risk
of collision while in uncontrolled airspace,” the board
said.

“Pilots are strongly encouraged to broadcast their
intentions and maintain a
listening watch while operating in uncontrolled airspace in accordance with
Transport Canada’s (visual
flight rules) communications procedures, even
though it is not mandatory
for them to do so,” the report
states.
Firefighters douse
vehicle fire in Dunrobin
A vehicle fire in Dunrobin
was knocked down in
minutes.
Firefighters from Station
66 in Dunrobin were called

to Blue Moon Mini Storage
near Dunrobin Road and
Thomas A. Dolan Parkway
on Nov. 9 at 7:23 p.m. where
a fire burning in the engine
of a Ford Explorer was at risk
of spreading to a building.
“It was being used at the
time. There was a fire in the
engine area and that’s when
the driver called 911,” said
District 6 Sector Chief Bill
Bell, adding that the driver
had been using the vehicle
to work in the area when the
engine overheated.
A small storage unit nearby
was showing signs of potential ignition due to the heat
radiating from the vehicle.
Firefighters extinguished
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the flames in less than 15
minutes. There were no
injuries.
“It was a very good save by
Station 66,” Bell said.
Firefighters earn
service awards
Multiple West Carleton
firefighters were awarded
medals last week in recognition of their long service in
District 6:
• 30 years: Bob Flett,
Kinburn
• 25 years: Lieut. Dale
Hopper, Fitzroy Harbour
• 20 years: Lieut. Paul
Champion-Demers, Fitzroy
Harbour

• 15 years: Capt. Fred
Carmosino, Dunrobin;
Lieut. Elliot Faller, Carp;
Brian Lowden, Constance
Bay; Lieut. Martin Appelt,
Constance Bay
• 10 years: Michael
Hahn, Carp; Lieut. David
McCalden, Dunrobin;
Mike Brennan, Carp; Nick
Wade, Carp; Steve Hoare,
Dunrobin; Ryan Flett, South
March;
• Five years: Kris Haynes,
Constance Bay; Amber
Cain, Carp; Tyler Emmott,
Constance Bay; Alex
Carlson, Dunrobin; Daniel
Herron, Fitzroy Harbour;
Aaron Perry, Fitzroy Harbour
emccracken@ottawavoice.ca

COMMUNITY BUSINESS DIRECTORY - 613-458-6423 X101
APPLIANCE REPAIR

RENOVATIONS

Mike Cloutier’s
Reliable Appliance Repair
Repairs to most makes
and models of appliances

613-277-0107

visit my website at www.mikesapplianceservices.com

PAINTING

JUNK REMOVAL

Be Safe in Your Own Home
• Ramps & Railings
• Door Widening
• Safety Bars

PLUMBING

BELL PLUMBING
• Residential Installations and Repairs • Licensed and Insured
• Renovations • Custom Homes • Servicing the Area Since 1978

www.mrchipper.ca • 613 897 2447

613-899-7269

RENOVATIONS

613-836-2736

Tree Removal • Tree Trimming • Stump Removal
Storm Damage Cleanup • Fully Insured

CHEAP RATES • NO-NONSENSE
ALWAYS AVAILABLE

info@diamondview.ca
613-227-8608

Small Renos • Trim Install • Handyman • Spray painting • Small Repairs

TREE SERVICES

• Junk & Clutter Removal
• Estate & Moving Cleanouts
• Fences & Decks Torn Down
• Construction & Reno Debris
• Lawn & Garden Waste, Trees Cut
• Small Shed & Building Demolition

ACCESSIBILITY
RENOVATIONS

WATER

•Water Softeners
•Iron/Sulphur Filters
•UV Systems
•Reverse Osmosis

ALL YEAR ROUND RENOVATIONS
V
•
•
•
•

BATHROOMS
KITCHENS
FLOORING
DRYWALL

•
•
•
•

CEILINGS
FRAMING
DOORS & WINDOWS
AND MUCH MORE!

Call today for a FREE estimate! 613-600-6717
WATER

•Pumps & Pressure Systems
•MOE Licensed Well Technicians
•30 YEARS IN BUSINESS
•FULLY INSURED

613-256-5129 • 3331 March Road, Carp
tcwater@tcwater.ca

9

WE’RE THERE FOR YOU WHEN YOUR WATER BREAKS
 Plumbing
 Water Treatment
 Softeners
 U.V. Sterilizers
 Water Pumps
 Wells & Extensions

Commercial or Residential
thewaterdoctor.ca • 613-880-0587

YOUR LOCAL SERVICE COMPANIES ARE
FOUND HERE IN YOUR COMMUNITY VOICE
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Christmas Program 2020
The West Carleton Food Access Centre, the “Food Bank”, will once again be organizing
izing
zing
the annual Christmas Basket Program to help our neighbours and friends who need
assistance at Christmas time. All of us at times find it difficult to make ends meet and
Christmas time can be especially difficult. However if we all work together, we can ensure
that everyone can have a joyous Christmas celebration.

NEED HELP AT CHRISTMAS!

If you find that you would like extra help this Christmas, and are a resident of West
Carleton please contact the West Carleton Food Access Centre in strictest confidence at
613-832-5685. Leave a message with your name and contact number and a volunteer
will return your call to make the necessary arrangements with you. Deadline for requests
is December 15th, 2020. Please note that, because of COVID-19, we will not be able to
deliver the packages to your residence. Packages must be picked up at the WCFAC site
(5670 Carp Rd). You will receive further instructions when you place an order.

HOW CAN I HELP?

Calling all Local residents, Local Businesses, Clubs, Churches, etc. who wish to help:
Due to the COVID -19 Pandemic the Christmas Program will take on a different format.
Therefore, monetary donations would be greatly appreciated. All eligible donations will
receive a tax receipt (over twenty dollars). You can make a cheque payable to West
Carleton Food Access Centre or an e transfer. Memo: Christmas Program.
Mail to:
West Carleton Food Access Centre, 5670 Carp Rd., Kinburn, Ontario, K0A 2H0
E-transfer:
WCfoodaid@gmail.com (be sure to include your mailing address)

Black Friday Sale
November 26 – 30, 2020

$39

.99

per 3.79 L container
of ben® interior paint

(For residential customers.
Restrictions apply. Cannot be
combined with any other offer)

‘These men lived it. These women lived it’
Writer keeps
memories of local
war dead alive
BY ERIN McCRACKEN

The memories of a sergeant
from Carp and a spitfire pilot
from Woodlawn have been
preserved by a freelance
writer on the other side of
the country with no ties to
either.
Calgary’s Anne Gafiuk recently completed theWorld
War II Canadian Women’s
Project at www.wwiicdnwomensproject.org, an
online memorial featuring
107 Canadian women who
died between 1940 and 1947
while serving in the military.
“It shows the role of women
during World War II and it’s
fascinating,” the freelance
writer said.
Many worked in Canada
while others served overseas
as nursing sisters. The list
includes Mona McBride, a
sergeant who served during
the war with the Canadian
Women’s Army Corps.
Her entry on the website
includes details gathered
from newspapers and her
personnel service record.
There’s a photo of her in military uniform, and newspaper accounts reveal she was
involved with the Fitzroy
Harbour Women’s Institute
and played on the Fitzroy
Harbour softball team.
She and her sister Dorothy
grew up in FitzroyTownship,
and their parents later relocated to Carp after they retired from farming.
McBride enlisted in the
army in 1943. She worked
first as a driver and then
as a clerk. Other clippings
disclose that while she was
home on leave, the 26-yearold was struck and killed by
a CN train two miles east of
Carp on June 3, 1944. A coroner’s inquest ruled her death
an accident.
Her’s wasn’t the only tragedy among young women
serving in the Canadian
military during the war

Sgt. Mona McBride

William “Billy” Anderson

years. Many on Gafiuk’s
memorial list died in their
prime from tuberculosis, a
contagious lung infection,
caused by poor working
conditions. Another died
in a murder-suicide. Some
died by suicide. Other lives
were claimed in collisions.
Though Gafiuk’s research
has unearthed sad stories,
she feels they are too important not to tell.
“I feel like everyone still has
a story to share,” she said.
Gafiuk has written about
many veterans’ stories and
has published three books.
“I’ve had men cry, telling
me their stories and I felt so
honoured to record them
too because they trusted me.
They still trust me. I can still
phone them up,” she said
with tears.

flying convoy patrols and
providing protective cover
for land troops in France.
On the pages of his journal he wrote that he applied
to serve in Malta – located
in the Mediterranean Sea
between Sicily and North
Africa – in 1943. After taking
a boat there, he wrote that
there was a lot of waiting
around.
“He finally gets to fly. He
gets to see the desert for the
very first time,” Gafiuk said.
Anderson flew dozens of
operations, engaged enemy
fighters, and was credited
with damaging an enemy
bomber.
At one point he became
sick with severe dysentery
and was also injured. In 1944
he returned to Canada for 30
days to recuperate.
The fighter pilot was redeployed to England and flew
patrol missions over the
front lines in Germany and
Holland. Anderson’s Spitfire
was shot down by ground
fire over Germany in March
1945, and he was buried in
the Netherlands.
Anderson’s story struck a
chord with Gafiuk.
“He wasn’t a hero per se.
He didn’t shoot down 20
German aircraft. He didn’t
get any awards,” she said.
“He was just a regular guy
like thousands of young men
joining up to do their part or
to fly.”
It’s these wartime experiences that she hopes to continue preserving.
“These men lived it. These
women lived it,” Gafiuk said.
“It’s been a wild ride I must
say and not one that I’m
ready to get off of yet.”

PRESERVING MEMORIES
Gafiuk also happened
upon Woodlawn’s Billy
Anderson, a Spitfire pilot
who didn’t make it home
from the war. His diary
was found with his file, a
rare find, at the Library and
Archives Canada in Ottawa.
Anderson, one of six children, attended school in
Woodlawn and Kinburn. He
was a regular at Woodlawn
United Church and played
hockey on a Carleton
County team.
He worked in Nobel, Ont.
and as a civil servant in
Ottawa. He enlisted in the
Royal Canadian Air Force
in early 1942 and earned
his wings on Prince Edward
Island that same year.
Two weeks later Anderson
was posted overseas and
flew Spitfires out of England,

emccracken@ottawavoice.ca
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Moving day comes for Constance Bay Pharmacy
BY ERIN McCRACKEN

Tamara Awada is still settling into
her new Constance Bay Pharmacy
location.
After four years at 131 Constance Bay
Rd., the long-time pharmacist moved
Nov. 16 up the street to 179 Constance
Bay Rd., which offers twice the space.
“We put in a lot of effort and finances
until I could see my vision take place,”
said Awada. “It will be done when I am
able to get more health-related services
to the area, to make it a little health-care
hub for West Carleton.”
She envisions one day having a physician, a physiotherapist, blood testing
and “anything related that can minimize the burden on this community
by travelling 25 minutes at least to get to
the first walk-in, the first physio.”
When she discovered Constance Bay
she immediately knew she wanted to
establish roots here.
“Maybe it is a combination of
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Pharmacist Tamara Awada recently
relocated her Constance Bay Pharmacy.

personality, care and the community
needed someone they feel they are
related to,” said Awada, who actively
volunteers in the community. “I treat
everyone the way I like to be treated.”
Residents have positively embraced
her new location, which was home to
various restaurants and other businesses over the years.
“There’s no words to express it,” she
said of the community response.

Constance Bay man aims to rescue laser tag
BY ERIN McCRACKEN

A Constance Bay man has
set his sights on saving laser
tag in Ottawa.
Phil Aldis recently opened
LaserMaxx Ottawa at 1800
St. Laurent Blvd.

Phil Aldis has opened a laser
tag business in Ottawa.

Extensive interior renovations have
resulted in a new accessible washroom
and separate treatment rooms and
an office. There is also enough space
for expanded pharmaceutical compounding services. Behind Awada’s
plexiglass-enclosed counter there is
a separate sealed room where she can
create custom prescription medications – from creams to hormonal
medicine – to fit the individual needs
of people, but also veterinary patients.
“I took compounding to the next
level,” she said. “This is my dream.”
Her goal is to provide rural residents
with more options closer to home.That
echoes the reason she loves being a
pharmacist, that she can improve a
patient’s well-being and provide oneon-one care.
“The main thing is feeling you are
making a difference in somebody’s
life ,” she said. “It’s just become a part
of me.”

“We are the first official LaserMaxx location
in Canada,” he said. “I am
grateful for everything that
everyone around me is
doing to help out.”
He hopes to fill the laser tag
void created by the departure of Laser Quest, which
announced its closure in

Downy
Woodpecker

$10 OFF $50

*

emccracken@ottawavoice.ca

*Valid only at WBU Kanata. One discount
per purchase. Offer not valid on previous
purchases, gift cards, optics, DSC
memberships or sale items. One coupon
per household. Online promo code
SAVE10 at mywbu.com/kanata
Offer valid 2020/11/25 thru 2020/12/31.

September due to the pandemic. Aldis worked there
for 19 years.
He has implemented several safety protocols for the
contactless game.“We want
to do everything we can to
protect our customers and
our employees,” Aldis said.

NOW OPEN!
420 Hazeldean Road, Kanata ON
(613) 836-2888 • www.kanata.wbu.com
SHOP ONLINE mywbu.com/kanata

BIRD FOOD • FEEDERS • GARDEN ACCENTS • UNIQUE GIFTS

emccracken@ottawavoice.ca

  !


1032 Log Cabin Ln
$750,000

13-48 Robson Crt
$399,900
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825 Bayview Dr
$399,900

Lot 124 Bayview Dr
$129,900

Lot 22 Bayview Dr
$129,000

   

 

  



Now Serving You From 2 Locations
Ottawa
Arnprior
2222 Carling Ave. 210 Madawaska Blvd.
613-366-1932
613-623-2909
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THIS
WINTER
WILL IT BE

THIS?
OR

THIS?

Joan Lockyer

Resident of Hazelden Gardens

Whether Hazeldean
Gardens becomes your
new home, or is just an
escape from winter and
feelings of isolation,
you’ll enjoy the comfort
and safety we provide.
Call 613-903-6949
for more information

The Ottawa area’s premier
retirement residence located
nearby in the heart of Stittsville
HAZELDEAN GARDENS RETIREMENT RESIDENCE
6130 Hazeldean Road, Stittsville K2S 2M2
www.hazeldeangardens.ca

