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Chapter closes on Dunrobin Village Meat and Grocery
BY ERIN McCRACKEN

When the Dunrobin Plaza reopens, Julie and Cindy Delahunt
won’t be behind the counter of
their much beloved store.
The sisters have decided not to
reopen Dunrobin Village Meat
and Grocery, which served as
a community landmark for 32
years.
“It’s taken a lot of thought,” said
Julie. “I think if after the tornado it
had been back up and built right
away like they said it was going to
be then it was OK.”
But it’s been more than two years
since their shop was damaged in
the EF-3 tornado in September
2018, prompting the plaza’s demolition that same year. With so
much time spent in limbo and a
global pandemic now underway,
it’s not an ideal environment to
open a retail business, the sisters
say.
“Just too much time has passed,”
Julie said. “It’s time to move on.”
“Too young to retire but too old
to start all over again,” said Cindy.
“There’s a whole pile of different things. It’s not just one thing,”
she said of their reasons for not
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Sisters Cindy and Julie Delahunt have decided not to reopen their Dunrobin Village Meat and Grocery store
when the Dunrobin Plaza is ready to open its doors again.

returning.
Even now, it still doesn’t feel
right being at the plaza site.
“Honestly, we don’t even feel all
that comfortable being on the

property,” said Julie.
“The memory of that day, the
chaos,” Cindy says.
“I don’t think it’s as much
physical as it is probably more

emotional,” Julie said.
Initially, they were excited at the
thought of rebuilding, and brainstormed interior redesign ideas.
They also floated the idea of

renaming their store as The Girls,
which is how they are commonly
referred to in the community.
But as the months and years
passed, a feeling set in that their
years in business are behind
them.
“It’s gone. Time to move on,
close that chapter and start
something else,” said Julie.
Many have wondered why the
sisters can’t open elsewhere. For
starters, there are insurance and
LCBO requirements binding
them to that corner, plus their
own attachment to Dunrobin
where they grew up.
“That was actually a prime location,” said Julie, who lives in
Dunrobin.
“That’s our corner. We had a
pretty darn good thing going,”
said Cindy, a Constance Bay
resident.
She is now working part time at
Loblaws and enjoying time with
her husband and their daughters,
Avery, 17, and Carmen, 14. Julie
and her husband Mike Fines are
also keeping busy around the
house and with family.
PLEASE SEE THE GIRLS, PAGE 16
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Fabric of the Community
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Longtime Carp Fair volunteers Gail Argue, left, of Arnprior, and Galetta’s Lana Dean
showcase a ‘Beautiful Barns’ quilt they made and which is being raffled off in support of the
Carp Agricultural Society. The $5 tickets are available online at carpfair.ca under the ‘shop’
tab, by calling 613-839-2172 or emailing info@carpfair.ca. The draw happens Jan. 21. The pair
have been involved with the agricultural society and the fair for years.

Eli El-Chantiry

Councillor
Ward 5, West Carleton-March

Wishing you warmth and
good cheer this holiday season!
5670 Carp Road • 613-580-2424 ext. 32246
eli.el-chantiry@ottawa.ca
eliel-chantiry.ca
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Carp Scouts move
holiday food drive online
BY ERIN McCRACKEN

Carp’s Scouts are taking
their 34th annual holiday
food drive online.
“It keeps the tradition
going and every bit helps,”
said Sarah Millar, a volunteer leader with the 1st
Carp Scouting Group.
The virtual format is necessary this year to meet the
needs of the West Carleton
Food Access Centre, which

is collecting gift cards and
monetary donations for its
Christmas program.
In previous years, members of the Scouting Group
handed out flyers asking
people to leave donated
food items outside their
doors. The donations
were collected, taken to
St. Paul’s Church and then
transported to the food
bank in early December,
said Millar.
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The 1st Carp Scouts, including beavers Charlie Hemlow, 7,
Parker Millar, 6, and leader Sarah Millar, have moved their
34th annual holiday food drive online in support of the
West Carleton Food Access Centre. Brigid Whitnall, left,
food centre treasurer, and vice-chair Sharon Roper say the
support is appreciated.

“The church hall usually has hundreds of bags

of food that people donate that we collect,” the

OUR LIFE’S WORK

Nordion, a Sotera Health company, is a leading supplier of Cobalt-60, an isotope used by the
medical device, health care and food industries. Our products benefit the lives of millions of
people in more than 40 countries around the world.

CORE COMMITMENT

Nordion makes a distinctive contribution to the health and well-being of people. This extends
to protecting the safety of our employees, our neighbours and the environment. For over 70
years, we have been an industry leader in safe work practices and environmental protection.
Located in Kanata, Nordion’s Class 1B nuclear facility is certified to ISO 14001, an international
standard for environmental management systems. Nordion is regulated by the Canadian
Nuclear Safety Commission, which regularly reviews Nordion’s performance under our
Nuclear Substance Processing Facility Operating License.
Throughout the year we share relevant and timely information regarding our facility operations
with the communities in which we live and work. To provide your feedback or for more
information, please visit nordion.com.

Nordion® is a registered trademark of Nordion (Canada) Inc. All rights reserved. © December 2018. PCCS#643B

Dunrobin resident said.
The holiday food drive
still involves community
partnerships. Huntley
Centennial Public School
has printed off food drive
flyers that the Beavers,
Cubs and Troops planned
to drop off at homes across
Carp. And the Huntley
Community Association
is helping get the word out.
The annual food drive is
always appreciated.
“This way clients can
shop for what they want,”
said food bank vice-chair
Sharon Roper.
“This whole situation has
taught us how to do things

3

differently,” said treasurer
Brigid Whitnall.
Though online this year,
the food drive is still providing the Scouting Group
with important lessons.
“We’re trying to encourage the kids to come up
with their own ideas (such
as doing) errands at home
to earn money,” Millar
said.
The Scouts are hoping
to generate $3,500 before the Dec. 15 deadline.
Donations can be made
at canadahelps.org/en/
pages/virtual-holidayfood-drive.
emccracken@ottawavoice.ca

Wishing You
a Joyous & Safe
Holiday Season

EDITORIAL

4 December 10, 2020 - Community Voice

Important Message from the Publisher
Dear readers.
It has been almost two years that we have
been bringing you all the news of West
Carleton.
When you leaf through the pages we strived
to show you a reflection of your community
and give a voice to the issues that are important to you.
Until March of this year, the paper was
growing which allowed us to increase our
page count with more editorial content
about this great community.
However, along with all the retail stores,
community groups, and even the churches,
everyone has been suffering financially including Your Community Voice during these
difficult times.
Our advertising has been considerably reduced, while our costs for printing and post
office delivery have been increasing. With
the exception of this double issue, you might
have noticed that we have been printing only
12 pages for most of our editions since the
summer. The revenue from these small papers cannot sustain the costs of publishing
a community newspaper.
I am sorry to inform you that for the next
few months we will postpone publishing
The West Carleton Community Voice. This
was not an easy decision to make, but we

>> Letters to the Editor
Re: More women joining
West Carleton’s firefighting
ranks

Ottawa Fire Service.
Years prior to that, the
West Carleton Fire Dept.
had many female members
Your front page story, (Nov. within its ranks.
26, W.C. Community Voice),
In a June 5, 1989 story
titled “More women joining which appeared in the
West Carleton’s firefighting Ottawa Citizen, West
ranks” leads the readers to Carleton female firefightbelieve female firefighters ers Lorraine Mulligan and
in West Carleton have been Sue Mahoney were feaa rarity.
tured. Mulligan first joined
The new, amalgamated W.C.F.D. Station 4 (Carp)
City of Ottawa was born in in 1986, later transfer2001. The story states Ellie ring to Station 5 (Corkery)
Your
Holmes completed training when it opened. Mahoney,
that same year. With amal- I believe, was stationed in
gamation, theWest Carleton Constance Bay, Station 3,
Yourwas
Community
Newspaper
Township Fire Dept.
joining
approximately in
absorbed by the new City of 1981. During the late ‘80s

and ‘90s, there were at least the firefighters stationed
two female firefighters at in Carp. There were female
Station 1 (Kinburn), one members of the military,
other at Station 2 (Fitzroy stationed at CFB Carp who
Harbour), and several oth- helped out.
ers who transferred from
At full strength, theW.C.F.D.
Constance Bay to the new- had 120 members, with 20
est station which the town- assigned per station. At
ship opened, Station 6, the peak of female enrollDunrobin.
ment, the township would
Prior to the decom- at times, have had close to
missioning of CFB Carp 10 per cent females.
(Diefenbunker) in 1994,
The firefighter featured
the township also had an in your story may well be
agreement in which person- the longest serving OFS fenel stationed at the military male member stationed
base could be called on to in West Carleton, however
assist the W.C.F.D. during there were many before
KANATA
emergency calls which
oc- her, who were members
CARLETON
curred during regular WEST
workof the West Carleton Fire
ing hours on weekdays.
Dept. Members hired since
OTTAWA SOUTH
These members of the mili- the amalgamated city was
tary routinely trained with formed are members of

CommunityVoice
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Your

Your Community Newspaper

Published by Ottawa Community Voice Publishing Company Inc.,
613-45VOICE (458-6423), Suite 114, 4043 Carling Ave., Ottawa, ON K2K 2A4

KANATA
STITTSVILLE & RICHMOND
WEST CARLETON

© Entire content of this newspaper
is Copyrighted December 10, 2020

are heading into the traditional winter time
of even lower revenues than what we have
experiencing. We are not giving up on this
vibrant community, just taking a break.
We are hoping by the spring a vaccine will
be available, and life will start to return to
normal, and we will be able to restart to serve
the community every two weeks once again.
Our other 2 publications for Kanata and
Stittsville / Richmond will continue publishing every two weeks after the Christmas
break.
We really appreciate all the positive feedback from you the readers as well as from the
advertisers since we started. Your Councillor
Eli El-Chantiry has been one of greatest
supporters along with Merrilee Fullerton &
Karen McCrimmon. Without their support, I
would have never started the West Carleton
edition.
To our advertisers, community groups,
churches a great big THANK YOU for advertising in your community newspaper. It
is these ads that allowed us to publish and
provide you the reader - Your Community
Voice.
Please stay safe and healthy.
We will see you in the spring time.
Michael Wollock
Publisher

the Ottawa Fire Service,
stationed in District 6.
Amalgamation signaled the
end of theWest Carleton Fire
Dept.

proposed Huntley Hollow
development that caught
my attention. However, it
was the Nov. 26 Letter to the
Editor that has prompted
me to write.
David Burke,Lieut. retired, The streets of Carp are not,
West Carleton Fire Dept.
for the most part, monochromatic projects with
Editor’s Note: It was not our a “Unionville” feel. They
intention to dismiss the trail- reveal a true community
blazers prior to amalgama- growing and building over
tion, but rather to promote decades and decades to
the recruitment efforts to meet the needs of the people
continue the tradition today. living there. There is texture
and colour in the community fabric. Carp is not the
Re: Langstaff development result of large tracts of standard housing laid out in forI read your Oct. 15, 2020 mer agricultural fields in the
edition of the Community past 50 years.
Voice with interest. In particular, it was the article on the
PLEASE SEE LETTER, PAGE 5
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West’s 2020 graduation goes virtual
BY ERIN McCRACKEN

West Carleton Secondary School’s graduating class of 2020 won’t be able to walk across
the stage this year, but their commencement
ceremony is going ahead – virtually.
A special edition video of the ceremony will
be posted from Dec. 10 to Jan. 31, similar to
other high schools in the Ottawa-Carleton
District School Board.
“Really, it’s got all the same components of
what their normal commencement would
have, minus the students coming up, grabbing their diplomas and shaking hands,”
principal Shannon Adams said.
The virtual grad includes an address by
Adams, O Canada performed by West’s
school band and a speech by valedictorian
Hoda Osman.
It echoes the format of West’s in-person
commencement ceremony. In 2019 the
large gathering filled theW. Erskine Johnston
Arena in Carp.
It was hoped early on in the pandemic that
a ceremony could go ahead this fall. But as
time went on, the video plan was developed,
and the grads were invited to return to the
school last week for the curbside pick-up
of their diplomas, awards, certificates and
a grad class composite photo.

>> LETTER, FROM PAGE 4
Inverness Homes is proposing to develop land in the
very centre of Carp adjacent
to the Carp agricultural fairgrounds, the West Carleton
Medical Centre, Huntley
Centennial Elementary
School and the W. Erskine
Johnston Arena, all assets
developed in an organic,
rural community process
honed over hundreds of
years.
The proposed acreage was
the subject of a valiant community effort to protect that
organic and unique Carp

Erin McCracken photo

Hoda Osman, valedictorian of West Carleton
Secondary School’s 2020 graduating class,
picked up her diploma package from principal
Shannon Adams on Dec. 1.

It was important that the video ceremony
include a compilation of photos of the 278
graduates from their time at the school,
similar to what they would see during an
in-person commencement.
“They really love it and it’s a nice touch,”
Adams said. “At least they can see it. That
aspect of the commencement is still there.
They can see themselves in the video, which
is nice. “It’s a closure.”

community.
Kyle MacHutchon, new
owner of the land, recognizes that, “Demand for
rental living is high. That’s
what we’re seeing a ton of
need for. There’s basically
nothing out there right now.”
MacHutchon is correct. The community of
Carp does need affordable
housing. People of modest
means, people who have
always been part of Ottawa
Valley rural communities and towns, are having
to move away from the
community.
MacHutchon then points

DRIVEWAY
snowblowing

•
•
•
•

Serving Kinburn and area since 1988
Senior’s Discount
4 equal payments
No Extra Charges
Fully Insured

613-227-8608

emccracken@ottawavoice.ca

out,“But the price is going to
push out a lot of people that
way because it’s going to be
price-prohibitive if you’re a
young couple.”
And that’s what really concerns me. The Inverness
Homes company is proposing to use the character and
services of a unique rural
community as the setting of
an exclusive project of rental
properties.
Promises of“hoping to allot
a percentage of some for affordability,” and“it’s going to
be the best-looking subdivision around because we’re
looking after everything”
are not very reassuring, especially without extensive
community consultation.
I am left believing that most
of the benefit will accrue to
the developer. Hanging
an historic bell on a brand
new tower does not replace
the relationship with community that is meaningful
consultation.
Lynn Clouthier,
Carp

Wishing you
a warm &
wonderful
holiday
Join us for a Virtual
season!
Tour with Santa

Thurs Dec 17th at 7pm

Independent | Supported | Assisted Living
Although times have changed, Wildpine offers a safe and
reliable retirement community for local seniors. Locally owned
and nurse-managed, Wildpine takes every precaution to keep
our seniors safe and socially together. A newly built home with
modern accessible design, Wildpine is comfortably affordable.
Accommodations include hard surface flooring, accessible
washrooms, walk-in showers, large bright windows.

Included in our Independent Living Program:
• Three delicious meals prepared daily
• Snacks available anytime 24/hours
• Weekly happy hour & coffee clubs
• Covid safe activities and social programs
• Weekly housekeeping service
• Weekly bed changing and laundry service
• Safe Administration of Medication by nurse on duty 24/7
• Personal alert call bell safety system throughout the building
• Supportive and assisted living packages available.
Join us for a winter staycation or move in permanently.
We offer flexible rates tailored to your individual needs and
budget.
Call Karen at 613.831.8111
Email marketing@wildpineretirement.ca

Reserve now for a New Year's move
and receive January 2021 free!

10 Wildpine Ct, Stittsville, ON K2S 1C6
marketing@wildpineresidence.ca
www.wildpineresidence.ca
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Merry Christmas
&

all the best for 2021

Connie Rivington-Howie Broker of Record
613.978.0635

Town & Country
Honest, Professional Service

connie@rivington-howie.com • www.rivington-howie.com

Crowning Achievements

Erin McCracken photos

West Carleton’s 4-H beef, sheep, dairy and foodgrains club leaders held a drive-through
awards ceremony for members at the Kinburn Community Centre parking lot on Dec. 5.
ABOVE LEFT: The Go For The Gold winning team was comprised of Quinn Dickson, left,
Jayden Nicholson and Avery Stanton. Not pictured are teammates Erin Nicholson and Sarah
Dean. ABOVE RIGHT: 4-H leaders included Jolene Dickson, left, Bruce Hudson, Kathy
Cavanagh, Jean Sullivan, Abby Argue Findlay, Josie Leaman, Leah Dean and Gordon McCord.

Festive Fair

Erin McCracken photos

St. Paul’s United Church in Carp hosted its annual Festive Fair Dec. 5. Almost 100 meat pies
and more than 100 dozen cookies and squares were sold. ABOVE LEFT: Volunteers included
Ann Boyd, left, Micheline Connolly and Karen Martin. ABOVE RIGHT: Helping outside were
Penny McNeely, left, and Vicki Martin.

News

Merrilee
Fullerton
Member of Provincial Parliament
Kanata-Carleton

Many Recent Provincial Announcements to Note
Many Ontario Government announcements were made in
the last few weeks. For example, did you know that you can
access most Service Ontario services online 24/7 – including
renewing your driver’s license – from the comfort of your home?
And now, if you physically need to go to a Service Ontario
office, you can book appointments for four Ottawa locations.
For more information or to book an appointment visit www.
ontario.ca/appointment.
A “Support for Learners Program” was launched to provide
financial relief for families facing new education related
expenses because of COVID-19. The aim is to support those
families that have incurred additional learning costs, with a
one-time funding of $200 for children aged 0-12 and $250 for
children and youth with special needs up to age 21. Apply today
at www.Ontario.ca/SupportForLearners.
On November 5th, the Ontario Finance Minister delivered
a Provincial Budget with a plan to provide more resources to
strengthen frontline health care, support people and employers,
and lay the groundwork for Ontario’s recovery. Read more
about Government programs and services to protect Ontarians
through the pandemic at www.budget.ontario.ca/2020/index.
html.
At the Civic Campus of the Ottawa Hospital, the Premier,
Finance Minister and Health Minister joined with local MPPs to
announce a $45 million investment to add 254 more beds in
hospitals and health facilities in Ottawa. Nearly $18 million will
be spent to address ambulance offload times and the hiring of
more frontline staff.
Another important health care announcement for Ottawa is a
long-term care project in partnership with The Ottawa Hospital
and Schlegel Villages that will create 256 new spaces at the
Riverside site. This project will create a campus of care with
specialized units for dementia, mental health and complex
physical needs.
The Ontario Government launched a community
paramedicine program in Ottawa, Renfrew, and across the
Province. This program will help seniors who are currently on
long-term care waitlists, stay safe in the comfort of their own
homes with 24/7 access to health services. It leverages the skills
of paramedicine practitioners to provide additional care and
enhanced at-home supports for seniors.
One final thought regarding this special time of year when
we all take moments to pause, reflect, and count our blessings.
Let’s think of all the things we should be grateful for in Kanata
and West Carleton. Even with the many challenges we faced
in 2020, our community continues to be caring, generous
and resilient. Consider local groups and associations, local
businesses, green spaces, and your neighbours and friends, and
you will realize just how blessed we all are.
I wish everyone a merry Christmas, and
health and happiness through the holidays.
All the best for a brighter 2021.
240 Michael Cowpland Dr. Suite 100 Kanata, ON K2M 1P6
613-599-3000 • merrilee.fullerton@pc.ola.org
www.merrileefullerton.ca
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‘Innovating on steroids’
Re-elected board
chair reflects on a
challenging 2020

Councillor

West Carleton - March
Ward 5

BY ERIN McCRACKEN

West Carleton’s public
school trustee – the longest serving in the OttawaCarleton District School
Board – has been re-elected
as board chair for the third
consecutive year.
“One thing that was really important was making
sure we had some stability
in the system,” said Lynn
Scott, Zone 1 trustee forWest
Carleton-March/Stittsville/
Rideau-Goulbourn.
The board’s vice-chair,
Keith Penny, trustee for
Orléans-Cumberland, was
also re-elected Dec. 1.
That consistency will be
important for the upcoming budget process, and to
ensure some large initiatives
continue moving forward,
said Scott.
This year was marked by
significant uncertainty with
regularly evolving provincial back-to-school directives and accommodating
students in virtual and inschool learning.
“There’s no question this
has been a difficult year,”
Scott said. “Developing a
culture of innovation was
one of our strategic objectives, and we are innovating
on steroids.”
The year began with rotating teacher strikes, followed by school closures in
mid-March, transitioning to
online learning and establishing a fall plan.There were
busing shortages to deal
with and COVID in several
schools. In most cases there
has been one infection at a
time in impacted schools,
and some schools haven’t
had any COVID, said Scott.
Late last week 22 schools
in the board had at least one
positive case.
“We’ve had very few outbreaks declared by Ottawa

ELI
EL-CHANTIRY

Screenshot/OCDSB/Youtube

Lynn Scott, who represents
West
Carleton’s
public
schools, has been re-elected
as chair of Ottawa’s English
public school board.

Public Health,” she said.
The board has applied
for funding that the federal
government provided to the
province for COVID safeguards, including improved
facility ventilation, she said.
Another challenge on their
radar is a $24-million shortfall due to declining student
enrolment. There were
fewer elementary students
this fall, most of them kindergartners since that grade
is not mandatory, and fewer
high school registrations.
Some switched boards
while others chose homeschooling or moved away,
Scott said.The resulting deficit could eliminate teacher
positions, which would lead
to larger class sizes.
“That is certainly not something we would want to do,
not this year,” Scott said.
The board is also working
to address equity issues, related to internet and technology access, which Scott
said have been starkly illustrated during the pandemic.
The board has distributed
computers and internet
hubs, but this is not a cureall, said Scott.
“I don’t think there’s any
school in the district that
doesn’t have some families
who are struggling right
now, financially and emotionally,” the trustee said. “A
lot of people are really having a hard time, and that
suggests, as well, that we
need to be paying attention
to the mental health of our
students and also our staff.”
emccracken@ottawavoice.ca

Ward 5 Virtual Holiday Decorating Contest
As we head into the holiday season that will be a very
different experience this year, I’m hoping to provide
a little festive fun for my community. Residents of West
Carleton-March are invited to participate in my virtual
Holiday Decorating Contest. How do you decorate your
home during the holidays? Email a photo showing your
decorating skills to Ward5@ottawa.ca and enter for a
chance to win one of three gift baskets filled with festive
goodies. Submission deadline is noon on December 20.
I will make socially distanced deliveries to the winners.
To qualify, submissions must include name, address and
phone number. One submission per household. Winning
photos/resident names may be published on social media
and other communications. Good luck and have fun!
1st Carp Scouts – Virtual Holiday Food Drive
Every year, 1st Carp Scouts, in partnership with Huntley
Community Association and Huntley Centennial Public
School, host an annual Holiday Food Drive in December!
This year they are combining forces again to host a Virtual
Food Drive for the West Carleton Food Access Centre
(WCFAC). WCFAC is not accepting food donations this
year due to Covid-19 restrictions, but they are accepting
monetary donations. You can make a donation to the
Carp Scouts’ initiative here: Canadahelps.org/en/
pages/virtual-holiday-food-drive/. Every dollar counts
and helps those in need in our Ward 5 community.
Merry Christmas & Happy New Year
This is my last column in Your Community Voice until the
New Year, so I would like to take this opportunity to wish
everyone a wonderful holiday season. As a reminder,
Ottawa Public Health is recommending that you keep
the number of people you interact with small and only
celebrate with those in your household plus essential
supports. Celebrations are going to look and feel very
different this year, but if we all follow the public health
recommendations, we can continue to keep the COVID
numbers low in Ottawa until such time as a vaccine is
available. Please visit ottawapublichealth.ca to review
information on how to keep you and your loved ones safe
as you celebrate the season.
My wife Maha and I wish everyone a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year! Our sincere wish
is that you all remain safe and healthy in the coming
weeks and months.
City Hall - 613-580-2475
Ward Office - 613-580-2424 Ext. 32246
eli.el-chantiry@ottawa.ca
www.eliel-chantiry.ca
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Demolition a tough day for Lepage family

We’re taking
orders for 2021
Spring tree planting!

BY ERIN McCRACKEN

Sign up for a
FREE site visit

Are you a landowner with one or
more acres looking to reforest your
empty and idle land?
Planting with Rideau Valley Conservation
Authority is low-cost and full-service. It includes
site visits, planting plans, site prep, tree planting,
follow-ups, and maintenance for only $0.15/tree,
or $120/acre. You must be willing to plant at
least 1,000 trees. Call us!

Contact

Dan Cooper
613-692-3571 or
1-800-267-3504
ext. 1124
dan.cooper@rvca.ca
In partnership with:
Mississippi Valley
Conservation Authority
& Forests Ontario

Constance Bay’s Melissa
Lepage watched another
chapter of her life close with
the demolition of her family
home.
“I didn’t even know what I
would feel,” she said Dec. 3.
“Looking at it it’s like I really
don’t have a home now.”
Though painful, it is a necessary step towards eventually rebuilding. Since
evacuating during the
2019 floods, the family has
moved to several different
addresses.
Lepage, her husband,
Sylvain, two of their sons
and their pets currently live
down the street with close
friends, which has not been
ideal for Sylvain who has a
rare, progressive and incurable form of dementia that
has a life expectancy of two
to 10 years. He was diagnosed just before the spring
flood last year.

Erin McCracken photo

Brothers Nick Lepage, left, and Jon stand with their mother
Melissa as a front-end loader scoops the remains of their
Constance Bay home into a dump truck on Dec. 1. They
have been displaced for almost two years since their home
suffered irreparable damage in the 2019 floods.

“There’s just so many emotions right now and then I
wonder, am I really going to
have a house?” Lepage said.
She watched the demolition with sons Jon and Nick

and Nick’s wife Micaela.
“It’s progress, finally,”
Micaela said, but added the
journey is far from over.
PLEASE SEE HOME, PAGE 9

New Boutique Yoga Studio in
Carp Brings Village Together
A new yoga studio
has found its roots at the
entrance of the Village of
Carp. Right off of Carp
Road, Village Yoga and
Wellness Boutique is a
new studio offering small,
COVID-19
compliant
yoga classes to villagers
and surrounding yogis.
The new studio provides a
space where people can
take their focus from the strange times we
live in and put it back into their practice.
Jennifer Stewart and Vanessa Sorgard
officially opened the studio on November
8th, after the province’s COVID-19
restrictions eased in the area. Their
partnership in the studio merges Stewart’s
business savvy mindset with Sorgard’s
yoga teacher training and creative skills.
“I couldn’t think of a better business
partner. We’ve truly merged the best of
both of us. We opened this studio during

COVID-19 because we
felt our community needed
the space. Small class
sizes are the vision and
opportunity, we don’t see
it as a hinderance to the
business,” said Stewart.
“Fundamentally our goal
is to create a practice that is
inclusive and communitydriven. We all need to be
extra kind to ourselves, our
neighbors, and our communities right now.
Yoga can give you the peace of mind and
sense of calm that we know so many are
looking for,” added Sorgard.
Classes are available seven days a
week and have a maximum capacity of
six yogis at a time. To check out the class
schedule and book your first class, visit
yourvillageyoga.ca or download their
app on Google Play or the App Store. All
classes must be booked in advance and
masks are worn until you reach your mat.

News
>> HOME, FROM PAGE 8
“You’ve got to start somewhere to finish,” Nick said.
He was just five years old
when the family moved to
Bayview Drive in 2003.
“I grew up here,” he
said. “This felt like home
forever.”
“It was always safe,” his
wife said. “We could always
come here. It was home.”
After the flood, Nick tried
to salvage as much from
the house as possible to alleviate some of the expense
when it’s time to rebuild.
“Everything really helps in
the long run,” he said. “I’m
just hoping to see this finish
sooner than later.”
Dunrobin community
leader Greg Patacairk, who
has been helping negotiate
and make arrangements on
the family’s behalf, is determined to get construction
going as soon as possible.
“There will be a house
starting in the spring,” he
said.
He is currently working

through the permit process.
Next steps include figuring
out the size of the house
and septic field. There
are negotiations with the
mortgage company, and
Patacairk is hoping to enlist
the help of the Mennonite
Disaster Service, which
specializes in post-disaster
reconstruction.

BIG FOCUS
Fundraising will also be
a big focus. He estimates
$70,000 is needed to top up
the $32,000 generated by an
online GoFundMe fundraising campaign, $121,000
provided by the insurance
company and $129,000 in
disaster assistance funding from the province after
deductions.
Patacairk said he was
motivated to help given
h i s ow n c h i l d h o o d
experiences.
“I didn’t grow up with anything,” he said. “Our family did not have any money.
We did not live in very good
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neighbourhoods, at all.”
There’s a perception that
people without financial
means are less worthy,
which he said is not true.
“Everybody deserves a
helping hand once in a
while,” Patacairk said.
Lepage said her family
was encouraged by the response to the online fundraiser. She also received
notes and cheques by
mail, many from complete
strangers.
“People who don’t know
me sent me notes saying
stay strong or stay positive,”
said Lepage who plans to
keep the words of encouragement in a scrapbook.
“Those mean so much.”
To d o n a t e t o t h e
GoFundMe campaign,
visit ca.gofundme.
com/f/7kn4n-floodvictims.
To contribute in-kind materials and labour, contact
Greg Patacairk by calling
613-979-8393 or emailing
gpatacairk@gmail.com.
emccracken@ottawavoice.ca

Happy Holidays
and a Healthy,
Happy New Year!

Your Pet’s Home
Away from Home
for the Holidays
Open for boarding over the Holidays including last minute bookings
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

All breeds of dogs
7 Day/week Daycare & Boarding
30 acres of fenced fields & forest
2 large fenced in play yards
Climate controlled kennel building
Blankets & cushions for down times
Each dog has a safe individual space to have their naps
Staff are experienced & have pet first aid training
All necessary Covid-19 precautions are being taken on site
Check out our Facebook page
to watch the dogs having a great visit

Seasons Greetings from our home to yours!

Our services include:

• Cosmetic Surgery
• Injectables
• Non-Surgical Instalift
• Trusculpt ID Non-Surgical
Body Contouring

K E N N Eest.L2007
S

Let’s discuss how we can help
you look your best. Book your
FREE consultation today.

613•591•1099

kanataplasticsurgery.com

Mention this ad and save 15%
off any in-stock skin care product.

6830 Fernbank Rd, Stittsville
613-831-3236
dragonluck.kennels@xplornet.com
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News

Stuart

BOOKKEEPING & TAX SERVICES
ACCOUNTING FOR SMALL/MEDIUM SIZE BUSINESSES

BY ERIN McCRACKEN

Over 25 years experience.
Annie Stuart - 613.832.8012
820 Bayview Dr., Woodlawn
annie@stuartbookkeeping.com

St Paul’s United Church 2021 Calendars

• Local Scenes from the Carp area
• Landmark Carp buildings
• Makes a great Christmas gift
• Easy to mail
TO ORDER:

Call Christine 613-839-2155 or Ann 613-839-3064
Payment by Cash, Cheque, or
E-Transfer to stpaulstreasurercarp@gmail.com

Quilting project produces
art and friends

20

$

community news
YOUR for
and information that
VOICE affects YOU!

A year-long quilting project in West Carleton has
transformed strangers and
acquaintances into friends.
“It was a lovely experience,”
said Gillian Mattock.
The Kinburn-area resident launched the quilting
initiative in November 2019
as part of a series of community-building activities she
coordinated called Sharing
wisdom, lives, and hearts
across the ages in ruralWest
Carleton.
Lois Thompson, of
Marathon Village, Carp’s
Eleanor Johnson, Lise
Friesen, who divides her
time between Panmure
and Kanata North, Robin
Morash, of Carp, and
Mattock began creating quilted panels every
Thursday at The Paisley
Quilt Shop in Carp. Three of

them learned sewing techniques from Thompson
and shop owner Madonna
Oliver, who provided the
workspace and also helped
make the panels.
Even during the pandemic
lockdown they continued
working on their own at
home.
The end result is five
quilted panels measuring
about seven-feet long that
were installed Nov. 28 on the
walls of the Anglican Parish
of Huntley Hall in Carp.
“It’s fabulous,” Thompson
said watching the panels go
up. “It’s a lot of hard work.”
“This was a really good
deadline to have them up
in time for advent,” said
Friesen.
The design features the
four seasons, local scenes,
the Carp Ridge forest and
the Carp River.
“I was harking back to the

Erin McCracken photo

Lise Friesen, left, Eleanor Johnson, Gillian Mattock, Lois
Thompson, Madonna Oliver and Robin Morash, not pictured,
created five quilted panels that are now on display in the
Anglican Parish of Huntley Hall in Carp.

stained glass pieces that I
have built in the past, but
using fabrics,” Mattock
said. “It’s like painting with
fabric.”
Rev. Canon Baxter Park
said the panels add much
needed colour to the hall
where he is now delivering
church services.
“Here’s the beauty of
creation. God’s palette is

captured perfectly,” he
said. “The ladies have just
done a fantastic job. This is
monumental.”
The friends are already
planning to work together
again early next year to create additional quilted panels
for the hall.
“Nobody wants to stop,”
Mattock said.
emccracken@ottawavoice.ca

Greetings Kanata-Carleton Residents,
For everyone 2020 will be remembered as a very challenging year.
Let’s hope the New Year will hold nothing but good news.
May you experience the joy of the holiday season with the blessings of our
community. We have much to be grateful for in Kanata and West Carleton.
From our household to yours, the very best to your family and friends,

Read the latest announcements about COVID-19 @ www.covid-19.ontario.ca
Get fast, free medical advice from Telehealth Ontario: toll-free 1-866-797-0000

PLEASE STAY IN TOUCH

Merrilee Fullerton
MPP - Kanata-Carleton

Community Office
240 Michael Cowpland Drive, Suite 100
Kanata, Ontario K2M 1P6
(613) 599-3000 • Merrilee.Fullerton@pc.ola.org

www.merrileefullerton.ca
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We won't tell! Either way, you deserve a
great deal on a case of wine for the Holidays!

$167.40
(Save $36!)

$155.40
(Save $24!)

$191.40
(Save $48!)

Find more great deals at

$191.40
(Save $36!)

Scan with
your phone's
camera!

or call us at (905) 468-0777 ext. 501

FREE NO-CONTACT DELIVERY TO YOUR DOOR
(with a minimum purchase of 12 bottles or $199)
Promotional Pricing Ends December 31st, 2020

-

Must be 19+ to Order

$239.40
(Save $60!)
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Emergency
News
Firefighters
rescue trapped driver
Carp and Kinburn firefighters rescued a driver
from a tractor trailer that
rear-ended a double decker
car hauler on Hwy. 417 east
of Panmure Road on Dec. 1
just before 2 a.m.
The force of the collision

trapped the driver in the cab
of his truck, said District 8
Sector Chief Tom Miller.
Firefighters used extrication tools to remove the door
and pry the truck’s dash off
the driver’s legs.
“He actually, with some
assistance from firefighters
and paramedics, was able to
get out of the vehicle himself,” Miller said.
Ottawa paramedics transported the driver, a man in
his 50s, to hospital with serious but non-life threatening

News
injuries, said Bill Dickson,
spokesperson for the OPP’s
east region. He said the incident is described as“looking
worse than it really was.”
The fire department’s
hazmat teams contained
paint and paint thinner
leaking in the truck’s trailer,
Miller said.
Dickson said the OPP investigation is continuing.
Man hospitalized, farm
animals die in barn fire

Nepean Creative Arts Centre
Nepean Visual Arts Centre
Shenkman Arts Centre

One man was hospitalized
suffering from smoke inhalation and several quail,
chickens and pigs perished
in a fire that destroyed a barn
in the Carp area last week.
A barn measuring 60 by 30
feet was engulfed in flames
when Carp fire crews first arrived at 2317 Diamondview
Rd. on Nov. 30 at 8:30 a.m.
“Your heart beats a little bit
when you can see the fire
from two, three kilometres
away,” said District 6 Sector
Chief Bill Bell, who was in
command of the call, which
involved more than 50 firefighters. “You know it’s a big
one.”
Firefighters helped move
equipment and a large boat
away from the flames. They
also focused on protecting a
small barn.
One man in his early 20s
suffered smoke inhalation
and was taken to hospital.
Horses and most, if not all,
of the goats escaped the fire,
Bell said.
“What was crucial in this
attack was getting Ladder
66 from Dunrobin set up as
quickly as possible,” he said.
That helped save several
buildings and vehicles.
The cause of the fire could
not be determined due to
the extensive damage, said
Bell.
“The crews performed
really well. We saved absolutely everything we could,”
he said.

ottawa.ca/recreation

Firefighters douse
dryer fire in Woodlawn

Feel like a
couch potato?
Spice things up
with bollywood,
urban or creative
dance lessons!

Winter Arts Classes

Covid-19 safety measures in place

Kinburn, Dunrobin,
Constance Bay and Fitzroy

Photo by Lieut. Wade Wallace

One man suffered smoke inhalation and livestock perished in a serious fire that destroyed a
barn at a Diamondview Road farm between Carp and Marathon Village on Nov. 30.

Harbour firefighters extinguished burning lint and a
bed sheet inside the drum
of a dryer at a home on
Plantation Drive off Becks
Road in Woodlawn on Nov.
28 just before 11 a.m.
“We believe that a lint
buildup might have caused
the dryer to overheat,” Bell
said.
Driver ends up in ditch
An elderly man was transported to hospital after
he drove off Kinburn Side
Road into the ditch east
of Stonecrest Elementary
School.
“He went right off the road.
I’d say he was very lucky,”
Bell said of the call on Nov.
27 just after 10:30 a.m. “He
was conscious and talking.”
Snowmobiler thanks
paramedic heroes
A snowmobiler who nearly
lost his life last year recently
reunited with some of his
rescuers.
Travis Vaughan, his wife
Jenn and brother Tyler met
with the ambulance dispatcher, paramedics and
an Ornge critical flight
paramedic on Nov. 23 at
paramedic headquarters in
Ottawa.
Vaughan was snowmobiling near Burnt Lands Road
west of Upper Huntley and
northwest of Corkery last
December when he hit
something under the snow

and rolled his sled. His leg
was seriously wounded and
he suffered significant blood
loss, paramedics said.
He remained on the line
with a dispatcher who directed him to use a belt as
a tourniquet. Minutes later
the phone died. Vaughan
dragged himself back to
his house about 300 metres
away. His wife and brother
administered first aid just
before emergency responders arrived. He was airlifted
to hospital.
“We are very grateful to
have met Mr. Vaughan, his
wife Jenn and brother Tyler
almost one year after this
fateful day by facilitating

this meet-your-responder
opportunity,” the paramedic
service said.
Gas leak prompts
evacuation
Firefighters evacuated several homes in the vicinity of
a natural gas leak on Nov. 23
just before 3 p.m.
“A property owner was
working with a mini backhoe which ripped a residential gas line,” Bell said.“It was
quite a substantial leak.”
Residents in the 600-block
of Bayview Dr. were displaced for less than an hour,
he said.
emccracken@ottawavoice.ca

Don and Leslie Weaver and Connie and Geoff Ryan are
happy to announce the engagement of their children

Holli Weaver and Curtis Ryan!

A small intimate
wedding will take
place at the
Grande Hotel in
Carleton place.
We wish you both
a lifetime of
happiness and love.
Congratulations!

News
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Trinity reverend retiring after 27 years
BY SHEILA BRADY

Shaun Seaman is an exception in the church.
For many reasons, from financial to philosophical differences, the vast majority of
ministers stay at one church
for five to seven years before
moving on.
The reverend is leaving
Trinity Presbyterian Church
Dec. 24, retiring after 27
years.
It’s not an easy job trying
to meet the spiritual needs
of vastly different people
in a society which offers
competing alternatives to
Sunday morning worship.
There have been 153 funeral services, 123 baptisms, 120 weddings, 1,300
sermons and a 13-year journey to move from a modest
white church overlooking
Kanata to a spacious new
church home on four acres
bordering Richardson Side
Road in West Carleton.
“I really feel it is time. I am

Photo by Bruce Weir

Rev. Shaun Seaman’s last
day before retiring from
Trinity Presbyterian Church
is Christmas Eve.

68. I need a rest. I am really
looking forward to the next
chapter,” says the gregarious Seaman, known for his
hearty laugh, welcoming
personality and innate ability to make newcomers feel
welcome, accepted.
Trinity was his second assignment, after serving in
a two-point charge in rural
Nova Scotia.
“I have never looked at
ministry as a short-term affair,” he says.

“It’s been a great privilege,
talking with people who
take you deep into their
lives and share in very vulnerable ways,” says Seaman,
who admits there can be a
buildup of heaviness.
However, there is a lot of joy
staging community events,
church dinners, sunrise
breakfasts at Easter and children’s stories.
COVID has drawn a pall
over the past months, says
Seaman, who has been
headhunted by other
churches but decided to stay
with Trinity because God
sent a clear message.
“There have been many
chapters in this story,”
Seaman told the Trinity congregation in a recent Zoom
service, celebrating the
church’s 43rd anniversary.
Quoting Ecclesiastes’
verses on change and
time, he said, “This is a new
time, with unexpected
opportunities.”
editorial@ottawavoice.ca

This holiday
season needs
to be different.
The safest way to celebrate indoors is only with
the people who live in your home. People who
live alone can get together only with one other
home.
Gatherings with friends and extended family can
carry an increased risk of getting and spreading
COVID-19. Consider celebrating outdoors or
virtually with others that are not part of your
household.
Know the gathering limits in your area before
you choose to entertain with family and friends
indoors. Indoor gatherings are not permitted in
regions in Grey- Lockdown.
For all gatherings with anyone you do not
live with:
• maintain 2 metres physical distance
• wear a face covering
• avoid potlucks or shared utensils
• ensure everyone washes hands regularly,
including before and after meals
Self-isolate if you are sick, even if your symptoms
are mild and ask guests to stay home if they feel
unwell.

Merry
Christmas
to all!
Graphic Design • Desktop Publishing • Web Design • so much More!

613.327.1616 • paulswinwood@gmail.com

Follow provincial and local public health advice to
keep you and your loved ones safe this holiday.
Stopping the spread, starts with you.
Visit ontario.ca/celebratesafely to learn more.

Paid for by the
Government of Ontario
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News

SCHOOL TRUSTEE REPORT

Canada Post wants to keep outlet in Fitzroy

There’s a new spiritual
theme coming!

BY ERIN McCRACKEN

The Ottawa Catholic School Board (OCSB) regularly proclaims a spiritual theme. The
theme is based on a passage in scripture. This year’s theme is “Walk Humbly With God.”
To ensure that the spiritual theme becomes meaningful and alive in the classroom, it is
accompanied by a spiritual theme document. This document includes teaching tips, ways
to incorporate the theme into classroom life and links to such focus areas as indigenous
education, environmental education and mental well-being.
Every three years the OCSB establishes a new spiritual theme with a different focus
applying in each year of the theme’s three-year duration. Thoughts are now being given
to the overall spiritual theme for the 2021-2024 period, as well as to the area of focus
which would apply in each of the years.
The three proposed spiritual themes for 2021-2024 are “Joy and Hope,” “Love One
Another As I Have Loved You” and “You Are the Salt of the Earth. You Are the Light of
the World.”
For the “Joy and Hope” spiritual theme, the yearly focus areas would be Enduring
Courage, Building Resilience and Embracing Joy.
For the “Love One Another As I Have Loved You” spiritual theme, the annual focus
areas would be Faith – From Being Loved by God, Hope – You are My Friends and
Charity – Do Something for God.
For the “You Are the Salt of the Earth. You are the Light of the World” spiritual theme,
the yearly focus areas would be Salt of the Earth, Light of the World and Be the Salt and
Light for the World.
Input on these three proposed spiritual themes will now be sought by OCSB staff from
the Board’s various groups like teachers, parents and students, with one of the three
proposed themes selected to be the 2021-2024 theme. This new spiritual theme to take
effect in Sept. 2021 will probably be announced during Catholic Education Week in
May 2021.
Board staff will be preparing a spiritual theme document for the new spiritual theme
once it has been selected. This document will be ready for use in the classroom in Sept.
2021.

Season’s Greetings

May the joys and love of the Christmas season fill your homes and help us all move
beyond the current challenges related to the COVID-19 pandemic, at least for the
holidays.
Let us all look forward to a Happy and Healthy New Year where COVID-19 will be
beaten and life will return to whatever will be the new normal.
Thank you to all school board staff and front-line health care and emergency workers
for your dedication and hard work over these months of the ongoing pandemic.

John Curry

Trustee
Ottawa Catholic School Board
Zone One
(West Carleton-March, Stittsville,
Rideau-Goulbourn and Osgoode)

Canada Post has offered
The Harbour Store’s postmaster position to the store’s
owner.
It’s a glimmer of hope for
the approximately 580 residents who live in Fitzroy
Harbour, some of whom
have worried their personalized outlet could be relocated, perhaps combined
with the Dunrobin Post
Office.
Following a search for a bilingual postmaster, Canada
Post says it plans to keep the
Fitzroy Harbour Post Office
open in its current location
at The Harbour Store.
“We are finalizing details
to make the current store
owner the new postmaster
and will finish the transition
later this month,” spokesperson Valérie Chartrand
told this newspaper Dec. 3.
“The new postmaster has
agreed to complete language training as part of the
role.”
Concern began to grow
in the community when
Canada Post didn’t turn over
control of the outlet to Tejal
Marfatia after he bought
The Harbour Store from Kai
Zhang in August. Zhang has
stayed on since then to help.
“Otherwise they would
have closed it down already,”
she said. “We won’t let that
happen.”
She recently told Canada
Post her last day is Dec. 11.
Then last week the Crown
corporation said Marfatia
could become postmaster
and that a temporary replacement will be brought
in until he is fully trained in
the role.
“At least it’s a start,” Zhang
said. “We are glad. It’s the
way it should be. That’s why
I stayed to help.”
Marfatia said Canada Post
might want him to take the
job, but the deal has not
been finalized.
“They’ve just given a proposal,” he said late last week.
“The proposal has to be

Erin McCracken file photo

Canada Post wants to keep its postal outlet at The Harbour
Store in Fitzroy Harbour. Kai Zhang, left, has stayed on as
postmistress after selling the store to Tejal Marfatia in August.
Marfatia was recently offered the position.

accepted by me.”
He’s hoping to receive the
contract details soon.
“I want them to do it faster
so that the matter is clear
to the community also,”
Marfatia said. “Right now
we have not told anybody

in the community because
we don’t know what’s going
to happen.
“It’s a small step forward,”
he said. “I don’t know how
many other steps there are
going to be.”
emccracken@ottawavoice.ca

In Memoriam
ARGUE, Nancy Ann
(nee Mitchell)

With heavy hearts the family
announces that Nancy passed away
peacefully surrounded by family at the
University of Ottawa Heart Institute
on Monday evening, November 30,
2020. She was 73. Cherished wife
and best friend of Charlie. Devoted
mum of Shannon Suggitt-Roch (Jonathan), Erin Suggitt, Sara Suggitt
(Jeff Steenbakkers), Meagan Daly (Shaun) and Laura Argue. Much
loved grandma of Connor, Luca, Annabella, Olivya, Huntly, Graysen,
Brodie, Collin and Nora. Dear sister of John (Shirley) and Jamie (Kim).
Predeceased by her husband David (1997). Daughter of the late Jim and
Eva (nee Hamilton) Mitchell. Also predeceased by her sister Susan and
her brother Gord. Nancy was one of the founding members of the West
Carleton Garden Club and an active member in her communities. She
loved to spend time at the cottage as well as with family and friends.
Nancy’s final care and arrangements were entrusted to the Pilon Family
Funeral Home and Chapel Ltd., 50 John Street North, Arnprior. Friends
and family were invited to join us for a Live Webcast Tribute in memory
of Nancy on Friday, December 4th at 10 o’clock. A celebration of life will
be held at a later date. For those wishing to make a donation in memory
of Nancy, please consider the University of Ottawa Heart Institute.
Condolences/Memories/Donations/Webcast
pilonfamily.ca

News

Rural News
Conservation changes
on committee’s radar
Proposed legislation targeting Ontario’s conservation authorities will have
repercussions in Ottawa,
according to the city’s
planning boss.
The city urgently rushed
its response to the province, particularly around
the requirement that municipal councillors fill authority boards. If passed
as planned this week, the
new legislation would
prevent citizen reps from
serving as directors.
That would mean almost

every Ottawa councillor
would have to sit on the
boards of the three authorities in the area, said Steve
Willis, the city’s general
manager of planning, infrastructure and economic
development.
“It’s entirely impractical in Ottawa’s context,”
he said during the city’s
agriculture and rural affairs committee meeting
Dec. 3. “We hope they will
listen to the most urgent,
very pointed question we
asked them.”
Stttsville Coun. Glen
Gower, who serves as vicechair of the Mississippi
Va l l e y Co n s e r va t i o n
Authority, said taking away
the expertise of citizen reps
would be a detriment to

Anglican Parish of March
Christmas Services
DECEMBER 24  ONLINE THROUGH ZOOM:
• 4:30 pm Family Liturgy with Christmas Story and Carols
• 9:00 pm Liturgy with Reading of the Christmas Gospel and Carols
DECEMBER 24  INPERSON HOLY COMMUNION
WITH COVID19 PROTOCOLS:
• 5:30 pm St Mary’s North March 2574 6th Line Road, Dunrobin
• 7:00 pm St Paul’s Dunrobin 1118 Thomas Dolan Parkway
• 7:00 pm St John’s Kanata North in the Hall 325 Sandhill Road, Kanata
DECEMBER 25  ONLINE THROUGH ZOOM:
• 10:00 am Reading of the Gospel for Christmas Morning and Carols

All who wish to attend
on-line or in-person
must pre-register through:
www.parishofmarch.ca
613-592-4747

the work of the authorities.
“These conservation authorities are responsible
for managing things like
water quality and flood
infrastructure, and I think
the last thing we want to
see is less of an ability to
have proper oversight and
advice from yes, elected officials, but also the citizen
members,” Gower said.
West Carleton-March
Coun. Eli El-Chantiry, who
chairs the agriculture and
rural affairs committee,
highlighted the importance of the authorities.
“We saw the value conservation authorities bring
to us, especially someone
like myself who has been
through two major floods
in my community,” he
said.
Angela Coleman, general
manager of South Nation
Conservation Authority,
said with the Ottawa River,
the St. Lawrence River and
the Great Lakes experiencing unprecedented
flows “we really need to
know that the decisions
that affect public safety
and property are made in
a way that are going to be
protective of the citizens as
well as the economic interests of our towns and cities
across the province.”
Royal assent of Bill 229 is
expected this week.
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2021 operating and capital
budget.
Just over $3 million has
been set aside for rural
development review
work and the rural affairs
office, Doug James, the
city’s acting director of
planning services, told the
committee.
The capital budget for
the renewal of city assets is
proposed to be $2.35 million, which would come
from the capital reserve

fund. This would pay for
upgrades to rural roads,
culverts, bridges, sidewalks, buildings and parks.
“Roads, especially in
rural areas, remain a high
priority for Ottawa residents,” said Gen Nielsen,
the city’s acting director of
asset management.
Next year’s budget includes $41.6 million to upgrade rural infrastructure,
including $9.4 million for
culverts, $9.4 million for

15

bridges, $3.7 million for
buildings and parks and
$16.7 million for road resurfacing and preservation and sidewalk renewal,
said Nielsen.
Just over $39 million in
2021 rural ward projects
will be covered by the budgets of other committees,
such as transportation and
the environmental standing committee, Nielsen
said.
emccracken@ottawavoice.ca

A Great Christmas Gift
with a history flair!
Richmond’s
R
Got Spirit!
G
360 pages of stories
3
outlining
the history of the
o
village
v
of Richmond.

$ 0
4
Y
L
N
O

Committee green
lights 2021 budget

A wonderful gift for
anyone who lives or
has lived in Richmond,
who has a Richmond
connection or who simply
enjoys local history.

FREE DELIVERY TO YOUR DOORSTEP!

The city’s agriculture
and rural affairs committee has approved its draft

Call 613-831-2028 or email johncurrysn@gmail.com to place your order.

JENANDLUCY.CA
S A L E S
J e n

R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S
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>> THE GIRLS, FROM PAGE 1

considering the pandemic
and also that box stores are
coming to South March.
Even if customers return, he
says, a percentage of them
likely won’t.
“Everybody you talk to is
going to miss it,” Fines said.
“I don’t blame the girls for
not going back. It’s pretty

“What am I doing? Keeping
an eye on these two,” Fines
said with a laugh. “We
haven’t been doing a whole
lot, just trying to figure out
everything for the future.”
He says it’s understandable the sisters won’t reopen,

Holiday Gift Ideas
Hot Pepper
Cranberry
Wreath
A festive,
seasonal way to
feed all the birds
and discourage
the squirrels.

Buttons the
Snowman
Available
exclusively at
WBU. Made
of seeds, nuts
and fruit. A fun
holiday addition
to any yard.

The Joy of Bird
Feeding book
A great gift for
a bird lover.
Illustrated with
800 images and
180 maps.

Eliminator™
Squirrel Proof
Feeder
Protects your bird
seed bounty from
squirrels and
larger birds.

Gift Cards
Denominations of $25, $40, $50,
$75, $100 or $200. The perfect
gift for the bird lover in your life.

NOW OPEN!
420 Hazeldean Road, Kanata ON
(613) 836-2888 • www.kanata.wbu.com
SHOP ONLINE mywbu.com/kanata

BIRD FOOD • FEEDERS • GARDEN ACCENTS • UNIQUE GIFTS

News
hard to go back to a business
right now.”
The Delahunts say they are
very thankful for their family,
friends, staff, customers and
suppliers who supported
them over more than three
decades.
“There’s a lot of people who
care about us, it’s so nice,”
Cindy said.
They’ve missed their customers, many of them regulars, and their staff.They had
32 employees on the payroll
as of September 2018 to keep
the store open seven days a
week, except Christmas Day
and New Year’s Day.
“It was a pretty close knit
family-based place to work,”
Cindy said. “You’re kind
of like super mom, social
worker. We had great staff.”
As they reflect on their
years behind the counter,
the memories come flooding back.
“We should honestly write
a book,” Julie said. “You
wouldn’t believe some of the
stuff that happened there.”
There was the earthquake
of 2010. Their store window was driven into several
times. There were breakins. People would even call
to find out the reason for a
power outage in the community. They filled countless orders for the Carp Fair
where they also got to meet
the Blue Rodeo band one
year.
They made bottomless
chilli for the annual fishing
derby Fines puts on with
his friend Peter Strong, plus
there was the sisters’ annual
charity golf tournament.

street. They had the plaza
constructed and Charles
opened the Dunrobin
Village Meat Company
in 1988. One plaza tenant abandoned his convenience store and Charles
suggested Julie, then 17, sell
the remaining milk and cigarettes. Cindy, who was 19,
soon joined her, marking the
start of their partnership.

***

Erin McCracken photos

Cindy and Julie Delahunt look through photos and newspaper
clippings, some from their time in business together.

The Delahunt sisters have
been a cornerstone of West
Carleton for more than three
decades.

Former prime minister
Stephen Harper’s chef ordered a turkey one year.
Cindy chased after a thief
who pinched a bottle of rye
and almost ran her over as he
made his escape.
The sisters were awarded
several Kanata Chamber
of Commerce trophies and
were presented with the

Senate of Canada’s 150th
anniversary medal in 2017
on Parliament Hill. There
were staff weddings, births
and funerals. Cindy’s eldest daughter spent much
of her first six months at
the store. Everyone helped
out with the baby, even the
customers.
“We have a lot of great
memories,” Cindy said.“You
could never replace them.”
“We spent more time there
than we did at home,” Julie
said.
Theirs was a generational
legacy that they continued,
following in the footsteps
of their parents, Charles
and Ellen Delahunt and
other Younghusbands before them. The couple ran
Younghusband General
Store at the corner of
Dunrobin Road andThomas
A. Dolan Parkway.
After selling it, Ellen
opened the Dunrobin
Village Tearoom across the

Cindy flips through Carp
Valley Press newspaper clippings in a box of keepsakes.
“Oh there we go. How do
you like that one? ‘Sisters
take on grocery world,’” she
says, reading the headline.
“Look at me. I look like I was
married to Bon Jovi.”
“Look at the old bottles of
Pepsi,” Julie said smiling.
“That’s definitely ‘80s hair.”
Cindy holds up a stack of
vintage receipts, some dating back to the late 1960s.
“There’s how they kept
the tabs at Younghusband’s
store when people owed
them money,” she said.
As much as they miss their
old life and everyone in it,
the sisters, best friends and
former business partners
feel secure in their decision to close the chapter on
Dunrobin Village Meat and
Grocery.
“Everything was pointing at us to make the choice
that we’re making now,” said
Cindy.
Julie agreed.“As hard as it is,
I guess at the end of the day
that’s what we feel is the right
thing to do,” she said.
emccracken@ottawavoice.ca
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Plaza owner
seeks anchor
tenant
BY ERIN McCRACKEN

The co-owner of the
Dunrobin Plaza still wants
to see a grocery-type store
become his anchor tenant.
“That will be the first priority because the area needs
that kind of facility,” said
the co-owner, who no longer wants his name published to protect his privacy.
“Basically I’d like someone

that people know in the
community.”
“At the moment I would like
to have somebody like Julie
and Cindy run the business
in the other half because that
is crucial for the community
and for the plaza,” he said.
He is also working to fill
the rest of the plaza, and has
fielded interest for dental
services, a pharmacy and
an eatery.
“The other half is spoken
for,” he said. “I’m in the process of negotiations.
“My interest is to get that
place running. I don’t want
to leave it empty.”
Winston Ang’s Blueprint
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requirements. Three are
meant for an anchor tenant.
The exterior of the
10,000-square-foot building
is nearing completion. The
builder is waiting for hydro

Properties, the Torontobased company reconstructing the plaza, is also
negotiating to rent space.
With several construction
projects on the go in Ottawa,
including apartment buildings, Ang wants to set up a
satellite office and storage
space in the region.

“There are some serious
jobs out that way so we’re
definitely taking a good
look,” the CEO said.
Once the tenants are finalized, Ang’s builders will
be able to partition the plaza’s interior. He says there
is room for 10 businesses,
depending on their space

to be connected.
“The critical point now is
determining who is going
to move into this place,”
Ang said.
emccracken@ottawavoice.ca

It’s Easy to

Erin McCracken photo

Windows were installed at the Dunrobin Plaza last week.

Knit Your
Own Socks
Learn how easy it is to knit socks with this self paced tutorial.
Videos, patterns and PDFs will guide you every step of the way.

Sign up at https://app.ruzuku.com/courses/47329/about

COMMUNITY BUSINESS DIRECTORY - 613-458-6423 X101
WATER

WATER

WE’RE THERE FOR YOU WHEN YOUR WATER BREAKS
 Plumbing
 Water Treatment
 Softeners
 U.V. Sterilizers
 Water Pumps
 Wells & Extensions

Commercial or Residential
thewaterdoctor.ca • 613-880-0587
PLUMBING

RENOVATIONS

ALL YEAR ROUND RENOVATIONS
V

•Water Softeners
•Iron/Sulphur Filters
•UV Systems
•Reverse Osmosis

•Pumps & Pressure Systems
•MOE Licensed Well Technicians
•30 YEARS IN BUSINESS
•FULLY INSURED

613-256-5129 • 3331 March Road, Carp
tcwater@tcwater.ca

APPLIANCE REPAIR

BELL PLUMBING
613-836-2736
• Residential Installations and Repairs • Licensed and Insured
• Renovations • Custom Homes • Servicing the Area Since 1978

RENOVATIONS

ACCESSIBILITY
RENOVATIONS

Be Safe in Your Own Home
• Ramps & Railings
• Door Widening
• Safety Bars

info@diamondview.ca
613-227-8608
CLEANING SERVICE

•
•
•
•

BATHROOMS
KITCHENS
FLOORING
DRYWALL

•
•
•
•

CEILINGS
FRAMING
DOORS & WINDOWS
AND MUCH MORE!

Call today for a FREE estimate! 613-600-6717
JUNK REMOVAL

Mike Cloutier’s

• Junk & Clutter Removal
• Estate & Moving Cleanouts
• Fences & Decks Torn Down
• Construction & Reno Debris
• Lawn & Garden Waste, Trees Cut
• Small Shed & Building Demolition

Reliable Appliance Repair
Repairs to most makes
and models of appliances

CHEAP RATES • NO-NONSENSE
ALWAYS AVAILABLE

613-277-0107

613-899-7269

visit my website at www.mikesapplianceservices.com

ELECTRICIAN

Centennial
Cent
nte
tennial Electric
Electr
cttric
ic
• Commerical • Residential
• Kitchen • Basement

17

PAINTING

Small Renos • Trim Install • Handyman • Spray painting • Small Repairs

Phone: (613) 229-1678
Email: centennial.electric@bell.net
ECRA & ESA Certified License #7004993

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE NOW!

YOUR LOCAL SERVICE COMPANIES ARE
FOUND HERE IN YOUR COMMUNITY VOICE
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SAINT ISIDORE PARISH
Merry Christmas

We offer In-Person Mass every
Wednesday at 2:00pm & Sunday at 10:00am
To attend Mass, please register in advance online

www.StIsidoreKanata.com

OUR CHRISTMAS MASS WILL BE OFFERED ONLINE THIS YEAR
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ottawa.ca/recreation

Reach people close to home
Advertise in community newspapers.

In a world of global media, readers look to community
newspapers to deliver what really matters most.

Outdoor hockey league in waiting mode
BY ERIN McCRACKEN

Ice is still a ways off but the
organizers of one of the few
remaining outdoor hockey
leagues in Canada have
been hard at work behind
the scenes trying to make
the recreational co-ed
league happen this season.
“We’re still waiting to hear
back from the city,” said
Ian Urbach, who organizes
the West Carleton Outdoor
Hockey League teams in
Carp with Erin Carriere. “It’s
wait and see.”
He has also been liaising with city staff about
the league’s status for the
coming season on behalf of
team convenors in Fitzroy
Harbour and Constance
Bay. He said Corkery may
join this season if the league
gets the green light and if
there is enough interest
from players and volunteers
in that community.

QUESTIONS
Typically, league registration is open at this time
of year so that convenors
can organize the teams in
three age groups, ranging
from five to 12, between
Christmas and New Year’s.
They also arrange for teenage volunteers to referee
the weekday evening and
Saturday morning games.
For now, all of that is on
hold.
“We’re getting all kinds of
questions: What’s happening? Can I sign my kid up?”
Urbach said. “I’m telling
them we don’t know how
we’re going to proceed yet.”
There is often so much interest for outdoor hockey in

Erin McCracken file photo

In past years young hockey players could be found most
Saturday mornings playing a game at outdoor rinks in Fitzroy
Harbour, Constance Bay and Carp. The convenors of the
West Carleton Outdoor Hockey League are trying to make
the league a reality this season, and are currently waiting for
direction from the city.

Carp that there are enough
players for two teams per
age group. Urbach suspects
there could be even more
interest this year because of
impacts on indoor hockey
games, based on the questions he’s been fielding.
“We’re getting all kinds of
interest from names I’ve
never even heard of before,”
said Urbach.
He’s adding interested
parents to a contact list and
plans to send out a mass
email once he receives city
direction. The moment
league convenors receive a
decision, an update will also
be posted on the league’s
Facebook page.
“We’re desperately trying
to make it happen,” Urbach
said.
Recently, the city of
Gatineau announced
pick-up hockey games
are banned from outdoor
rinks this winter, according to media reports. But,

as Urbach noted, that city
is in the red zone under the
Quebec government’s colour-coded system.

Ottawa is currently listed
in the mid-range orange
restrict zone of the Ontario
government’s pandemic
framework, which involves
enhanced measures, restrictions and enforcement.
Any COVID safety measures that will be required
will add another layer of
responsibility for league
volunteers around cleaning, monitoring, and enacting restrictions for the
use of indoor warming
areas, the number of players on the ice and potentially even the number of
parents watching from
the sidelines, among other
considerations.
“That’s the hardest thing
I think we’re going to have
a problem with,” Urbach
said. “The biggest thing is
we want to see it happen.”
emccracken@ottawavoice.ca

Dr Roly Armitage has written
3 books and they will make
an excellent Christmas gift.
• Roly is a 95 year old WW11 Veteran
and lives in Dunrobin on his farm.
Dr Roly Armitage

• Books are $20ea tax included and
will be delivered or mailed.
• They can be signed and dated.

Please call Mick Armitage at 613-859-7740
or email mickarmitage@sympatico.ca

Now Serving You From 2 Locations
Ottawa
Arnprior
2222 Carling Ave. 210 Madawaska Blvd.
613-366-1932
613-623-2909
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West Carleton ice makers
at the ready
BY ERIN McCRACKEN

West Carleton’s ice makers are hoping to provide a
much-needed outdoor outlet this winter.
City staff have so far given
the green light to offer skating on Ottawa’s outdoor
rinks, but with several pandemic precautionary measures in place.
David Jefferies and Norm
Ross are serving as the ice
makers at the outdoor rink
in Galetta again this year.
The pair are waiting to see
what the rules will be from
the city closer to skating season, said Jefferies, president
of the Galetta Community
Association.
“We want to offer ice to
skate on with no monitor
as I think it would be risky
to open our small building
with a monitor,” Jefferies
said.
Andrew McIsaac, vicepresident of the Corkery
Community Association,
said more residents than
usual plan to use the rink
more this winter.
“It is encouraging but it also
means we need more folks
to help because the ice is

going to take a beating with
more skates on it,” he said,
adding volunteers can email
him at corkeryrink@gmail.
com. “We’d love help from
anybody and everybody,
families.”
To accommodate more
skaters, McIsaac is considering adding a puddle rink
on the community centre
grounds, further heightening the need for volunteers.
Corkery’s centre will be
open and supervised certain days of the week for
changing into skates, but
with rules in place to keep
people safe, said McIsaac.
Jake Scissons is ready to
make ice at Dunrobin’s outdoor skating rink.
“The only decision that
we’ve really made is that
we will make ice,” said Greg
Patacairk, president of the
Dunrobin Community
Association. “Whether we
can use it or not has not
been determined. But we’ll
go ahead and make ice with
the hopes that it can be used
with some safety in mind.”
It will all depend on decisions and guidance from
the city and Ottawa Public
Health, he added.

“From my perspective
we’re putting it in motion
that we intend on making ice
because I couldn’t imagine
what the children would do
otherwise,” said Patacairk.
The association has provided monitored skating
times in the past, but if skating goes ahead this year it
will not be supervised. The
community centre won’t be
available as a warm room
for changing into and out of
skates. But wooden benches
will be added at the rink.
Kinburn is also in waitand-see mode.
“We are awaiting further
direction from the city, but
we want to have the rink
available for the community,” said Laurie Chauvin,
president of the Kinburn
Community Association.
“We think this is going to
be a long winter for a lot of
people and we would love to
give the community an outlet to get outside and enjoy
the fresh air and a little bit of
winter normalcy.”
Andrew Reid said he will
be making ice at the outdoor rink in Fitzroy Harbour
again this year.
“If we’re lucky we’ll have it
open for the Christmas holidays,” he said.
In past years it’s been a
popular destination for
students from St. Michael

Barber On Main
1549 Main Street South Stittsville • 613-672-5000
NEW NAME, SAME GREAT SERVICE

Let the good folks at

Barber On Main
treat you with care and
down-home hospitality.
Enjoy a haircut, hot towel
shave, beard trim and
some gentle wit.

Steve and staff
wish everyone
a very Merry
Christmas and a
Happy and Safe
New Year!
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Catholic elementary school.
Adam Brown, a director
with the Fitzroy Harbour
Community Association,
said the association isn’t
planning to open the community centre’s basement
warming area or the canteen
this skating season.
Peter Green, a director with
the Huntley Community
Association, said there will
be ice at Carp’s outdoor rink
this winter.
“It’s such a big part of our
winter community,” he said.
Green plans to work within
the city’s regulations to open
the rink building.Volunteers
will be needed to make that
happen.
“I strongly feel that there
is enough history in Carp
and people who want to see
the ice available that we can
make an indoor opening
happen,” he said.
Len Russell, president
of the Constance and
Buckham’s Bay Community
Association, said the plan is
to have ice at the outdoor
rink, offer skating classes
and try to get an outdoor
hockey program going.
The association also plans
to open the community centre to skaters.
“But, again, the challenge
is it has to be supervised and
disinfected,” Russell said.
emccracken@ottawavoice.ca

Holidays in the Capital
a reminder to think of others

By: Jim Watson, Mayor, City of Ottawa

The Holiday Season is an occasion to reﬂect on the
year past, take a sincere appreciation for our blessings,
and ﬁnd opportunities to help those less fortunate than us.
But it can also be a hard time for those living in poverty,
in temporary housing and shelters, or even on our streets,
especially since the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic
in March. Many families are struggling to make ends
meet and to put food on the table, particularly during
the holidays. In Ottawa alone, more than 39,000 people
visit an emergency food bank program every month –
and that number is rising rapidly in 2020.
The 36th annual OC Transpo/Loblaw Christmas Food
Drive is the Ottawa Food Bank’s largest single-day food
drive every year – and it helps thousands of individuals
and families ensure they have enough to eat when
demand is at its highest.
On Saturday, December 19 between 9 a.m.
and 6 p.m., over 600 OC Transpo and City of
Ottawa volunteers will be collecting non-perishable
food items and donations for the Ottawa Food Bank at
participating grocery stores. Visit www.OCTranspo.com
for a full list of participating stores. Together, let’s try to
make this the most successful and impactful campaign to
date. Every donation, whether big or small, goes a long
way in helping the most vulnerable in our community.
I’d also like to remind residents to think of our local
small businesses, which have given so much back to
the community over the years. They support our local
charities, they sponsor our youth sports teams, they
employ students and neighbours. This year, I urge you
all to consider supporting these local shops, services and
restaurants by purchasing items or gift cards for your
loved ones. Your help through the holidays will be greatly
appreciated and helps these businesses make it through
the winter.
Finally, while this time of year is typically spent with
family and friends, we must remain COVIDwise and do
things a little bit differently this year, as we continue to
reduce the spread of COVID-19 in our community. I
encourage everyone to celebrate responsibly by hosting
virtual calls or by meeting for a walk in our many beautiful
parks across the city. A full list of winter activities can be
found at OttawaPublicHealth.ca/SocialWISE. This year
has not been easy for anyone, and it is OK to not be
OK. Visit OttawaPublicHealth.ca for more information on
taking care of your mental health.
I wish you all a safe and merry Holiday Season.
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THIS
WINTER
WILL IT BE

THIS?
OR

THIS?

Joan Lockyer

Resident of Hazelden Gardens

Whether Hazeldean
Gardens becomes your
new home, or is just an
escape from winter and
feelings of isolation,
you’ll enjoy the comfort
and safety we provide.
Call 613-903-6949
for more information

The Ottawa area’s premier
retirement residence located
nearby in the heart of Stittsville
HAZELDEAN GARDENS RETIREMENT RESIDENCE
6130 Hazeldean Road, Stittsville K2S 2M2
www.hazeldeangardens.ca

